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ADVERtlSEMENT. 



Xhb nstare, importance, and utility of Aich a 
pabliCftlHHi u the prefeat hare been display'd to 
to much advantage by a writeer of the hj^teft 
eminenoe for his acquaintance with the fubjeft, and 
for his ingenuity and talte, that it would be allmoft 
an ad of injustice to the undertakeiug not to make 
ufe of fuch a powerful and elegant reconimenda- 
tion, to which no attempt of the prefeat ediiour 
could posfiblely be eijuat. 

" As many of thefe hxt&ical histdsus 
and BOMAifCss coniun a confidenible portion of 
poetic merit, and throw great light on the maimen 
and opinions of former times, it were to be wilhed 
that bme of the bell of them were rescued from 
oblivion. A judidous collecdou of them, accu- 
latdy publiftiod, with proper illustrations, would 
be an important acceslion to our ilock of ancient 
£t)j^ literature. Many of them exhibit no mean 
altenqiti at ^ic poetry, and though full of th« 
Toi. I. a 
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ii ADVERTISEMENT. 

explodeiJ fictions of chivalry, frequently display 
great and inrentive powers in ihe bards who com- 
pofed them. Hiey are at leaft geaeraUy equal to 
any other poetry of the fame age. They cannot in- 
deed be put in competition with the nervous pro- 
ductions of fo univerfat and commanding a genius as 
Chaucer; but they have a fimplidty that makes 
them be read with lefs interruption, and be mors 
eafily uDdeiilood ; and they are far more fpiritcd 
and entertaining than the tedious Allegories of 
Gower, or the dull and prolix trends of Lydgate : 
yet, while fo much ftrefs is laid upon the writings 
of thefe lafl, by fuch as treat of Englilh poetry, the 
old metrical romances, tliougb far more popular in 
their time, are hardly known to exift.,,. Should the 
public encourage the revival of forae of thofe an- 
cient epic fongs of chivalry, they would frequently 
foe the rich ore of an Ariosto or Tasfo, though 
bnried, it may be, among the rubUOi and droft of 
barbarous times. - 

** Such a publication would aofwer many im- 
portant ufes : it would throw new light on the rife 
and prc^refs of Englilh poetry,thehi3toiy of which 
can be but imperfectly underftood, if tbefe are neg- 
leAcd; it would alfo ferve to tlUiftrate iimumentbk 
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ADVERTISEMENT. iii 

pfttfages In our Kticwnt ckUic poets, which, without 
^mUt h«tp, iddH be fo^ ever obfcate." 

The' pnbUcation fo much defire*(]i «ad fo elo- 
quently recommended by tbu learned and in- 
genious writeer, has been at length undertakeSn ; 
and lu what be has Tay'd in its favour nothing re- 
mains to be aded but fome little information as to 
the mode in which it makes its appearance. 

This collcclinn, then, of anciknt ekoleish 
UETRtcAL KOUANCEES confifts of fuch pleceiis 
as, from a pretty general acquaintance, have been 
felected for the beft. Every article is derive'd from 
foniB ancient manufcript, or old printed copy, of 
the authenticity of which the reader has all poslible 
fatisfaction ; and is printed with an accuracy, and 
adherence to the original, of which the publick has 
had very few examples. The utmofl care hath been 
obferve'd in the Olossart, and every necesfary . 
or ufeful information (to the beft of the editours 
judgement) is pveen in the Notes. 

Brought to an end with much industry and mora 
attention, in a continue'd Dale of il-heaith, and low 
fpirits, the editour abandons it to general cenfure, 
with cold indifference, expeding little fovoor, and 
lefs profit ; but certain, at any rate, to be infulted 
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iv ADVERTISEMENT. 

by the nuJignant and caluronioiu perfotulitfi of r 
Infe and prollitute gang of luridag ufasfiu, who 
flab in the dat^, and wfaofe poifon'd daggen be bai 
allreadjr experienced. 
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DISSERTATION 

OH 

ROMANCE AND MINSTRELSY. 



il. ORIGIN OF ROMANCE. 

If what is call'd a metrical romance, in ili 
moft exlenfive acceptation, be properly define'd a 
bbulom narrative, oi fictitious recital, in verfe, 
more or lefs marvelous or probable, it may be 
&irly concladeed that this fpecies of compoGtion 
was known, at a very early perioH, tn the Greeks, 
and, in procefs of time, adopted from them by the 
Romans. The Jliad of Homer, in Hiort, the Odgifty, 
afcribe'd to the fame poet,* the ArgonaufkJcs of 

* It Teems highly probable that both thefe poems were not 
wrilen bjr the fame perfon. In ihe latter, the gedefa Venus ii 
the wife of Vulcan, who turptifecs bet in the aB. of adultery 
with Mara (B. 8) : 

" Mean time the bard, alternate to the ftrings. 
The loves of Mms and CyOtcrta fmss." 
in the former, the; have no fort of connection, Venus bai 
no husband, and Vulcan has a different wife (B. 13) i 
" Charis, his fponfe, a grace divinely 6ur, 
With purple fillets round her braided hair." 
Such an inconTistency, it u believe'd, cannot be eafeyly de> 
tefied in any other poet. It has been, moreover, a very gene- 
rally leceive'd ofunion, that he wa«, likewife, the authoui of ■ 
moctc-epick, intitlc'd Batrachnrmomacliia, or The betllt iflht 
frogt anil mUe. It is by no means probable that the oldcft 
aianufieript copys of Homers paems (bould exhibit big name 
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vi DISSERTATION ON 

Onomacritus, or Orpheus of Crotona, thofe likewire 
of Apoltoniiit Rhoilius,* and the Hero and heander 
of Mufieus, araong the former, and the £neid of 
Vii^l, the MttaviorfhqfiioiOw'iAj^tht Argtmaulicks 
of Valerius Flaccus, and the Tiebaid of Statius,t 

mihetitlei or colophon (ind, u it never occtin in the book, 
hmnft hiTcbenirctiin'd, ifuall, by imditton. Iiflunildbe 
temetnber'd, >c the taifit time, that he J9 mcDlion'd by no 
wrileer til between 4 and -ifio yean after hii death. 

■This poem, according to Quailrio, na* treated by many M 
a Grecian mmuice of chivaliy. fSloria iTogni poffia,lV,tsa.) 
It is the original of the notlhem ronuncees of Jo/ba and Me- 
ita. " II foot remarjuer," obfcive* Huet, "pour Vhotaieia 
ii$ trnvladawi, <pt' Homtrc fa ejii dtvant eux." De I'origine 
flM lomani, 1078, P. vta. 

Virgil maka Dido to reign at Carthage in the time of ^ncu, 
though in reality fhe did not arrive in Africa til three hundred 
yeara'after the fuppofe'd defttuction of Troy. Such a violent 
•nachronifm ta onely admislible in a romance. 

f Chaucei, in hii i^^ne, topali the night away, rather than 
play at Chef*,'cal!i for a rotiumnct, in which " were wiiltin 
bbles of quenis livij, and of kings, and many other Ihingin 
finale." Thii prorei to be Ovid. See v. ia, Vc. or Warlona 
Hitlo'n of Englifli poetry, I, 388. 

X The ingmiouj doctor, or bifhop Percy, who has great 
weight in matters of this fort, fays of Lybeaus diiconui, of 
which he has giveen an excellent analyfu, " If an epic poem 
may be defined " A fable related by a poet, lo excite admi- 
ration, and infpire virtue, by reprefenting the action of Tome 
one hero, favoared by heaven, who eiecotei a great defign, in 
fpile of all thcobnaclei that oppofe himi" i know nnt why 
we Oiould withhold the name of it\c poem from the piece 

poem above deline'J:}" ReUqtiea of andeal Englifli potlry, ■ 
III, iixviii ) eiteing " Diicotcrt/ur la pofjie rpiqutf' prcfis'd 
to TeUnuithut." 
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ROMANCE AND MINSTRELSY. vii 
among the Utter, however dUdnguifti'd by fiqierior 
art und merit, or the more Ulustrioua appellation of 
epick poems, are, id reality, as perfeft metrical 
roraanceet as the Aorys of king Arthur and Char- 
lemagne; all thofe veacraLIe luotiumetils of ancient 
genius being no lefs the work of ima^nation and 
iDveQiiou than the more modern efTufions, upon 
fimilar fubje^, of the French and Norman tt'ou' 
VturtfOr Italian romanzieri. The Trojan flory is no 
more fabulous and unfounded in the oldeft French 
romance on that fubjed, in point of historical [a£t, 
than it is in the Iliad or i£neid ; noi is the fiege of 
Troy, as .relateed by Homer, at all more certain, 
or mora ci'edible, than that ofAlbracca, as asferled 
by Boiardo; nor are l^ectqf and Achilles of more 
identity .than Rowland and Oliver. It Teems, there- 
for, s very halley asfertiou of the historian of 
Engleilh poetry, that the " peculiar and arbitrary' 
fpecies of fiction, which we commonly call romance, 
was entirely unknown to ihc writers of Greece and 
jtome"." yias this voluminous authour unacquninled 
with the Tomancecs of A^lonius Diogenes, of which 
Pbolius. has giveen aa account, the love-tales of 
Xongitf, JleUodorua, and ?(enophon of Ephefus, 
He himfolf, even, cites an old Engleilh verfion of the 
CUt&phon and Leuc^^ of Achilles Tatius, (though, 
actually in plain piofe) " as a fobtical motbl 
of Gkexcb"; and, at any rate, a novel is a fpecies 

■ ffuf oiy d/£, pocfty, I, fig. *. 
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viu DISSERTATION ON 

of romaooe. The MileSan talet of AristMes, likft- 
wife, fo fiunons in thrir day, tfaou^ none of tbem 
now remain, mull have been fome kind of ro- 
msnceiis, whether in profe or Terfe. A copyofthefe 
taleSf or, at leaft, the Latin verfion of Sifenna, ac- 
cording to Plutarch, was, after the defeat of Crai' 
fus, in Pardiia, found in the begjage of Roscius, a 
Roman officer. 

Homer, in &fi, i> moch more extraragant and 
hyperbolical) Or fnblime, if it mud be fo, than 
Ariosto himfelf, the very prince of romance. Hii 
poetical machinery » eompofe'd of the Grecian 
deitys (worOtip'd aat adore'd by himfelf and hii 
countrymen), who take a deddc&l part on each 
fide, fight, and are wounded or Tictorioua, like the 
ordinary mortals with whom thty engi^. Many 
of his heros, at the fame time, are the ofili)riiig of 
thefe identical and illnfory divinity* ; •■ Helen, for 
inHance, the &tal tuthoureli of this fanguinary tap 
yean war, was the daoghter of Jupiter, the fu- 
preme god of the Greeks, by Leda, whofe ero- 
bracees he experience'd ia the form of a ftran ; the 
isfue, of courTe, was an eg, out of which preceeded 
this female fire-brand ; who muft, howev^i, have 
been pretty far advanee'd in years, iei^ before her 
, elopement with the juvenile and gdlant Paris, hav»- 
ing been lavifh'd by TheTsus forty yean before, 
and being now, of courfe, like our queen ^isabetfa, 
a matchlefsi beauty in her grand clifWCterick. Tba 
two demi gods, Castor a»d Pollux, her bretherei>| 
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ROMANCE AND MINSTRELSY. ix 
came into the norld in the fame miraculous way. 
Achilles, likewife, the celebrateed champion of the 
Greeks, was the Ton of Thatii, a. fea-godefsi ai 
£neas, the -pretended founder cf the Roman em- 
pire, was of Venus, the godefs of love; and all 
thefe fancys of a poetical imagination are to be 
firmly believe'd, though nothing more that) mere 
romance. With refpeft to the famous city of Troy, 
which Aood fo long a liege, and was lay'd " at laft 
in afhes," there ii not the (lighten evidence that fuch 
a place even exilled, in or before, that is, the aera 
fix'd npon hy this immortal rhapfudift; and the 
antagonifts of mister Bryant, the onely modern au- 
thour, who has attempted to demolish ihis magnifi- 
cent but ideal fabrick,* have reafon'd like the advo- 
cates of Geoffrey of Monmouth, by arpiments attd 
authoritys, that is, deduce'd from Homer himfelf, 
or writeers who live'd many cenlurys after him. 
Herodotus, however, the father of Grecian history, 
who tlourilh'd (accordii^ to his own account) about 
four hundred years after Homer, whofe works he 
mufi needs have been familiar with, fince he wrote 
his Ufe, and cites them in his history, is a decifive 
evidence that no Aich expedition ever took place, 

• The rfiiftence of the Trojan war was disputeed by Dio 
Chiyfostom more than a thourandyeais ago. Even Homei 
tiin^f bis been prore'd, by his taft edilour, the learned Woir, 
iDe«p^>le (o write oi read ; nor does eUber writeing or reading 
appear, £rom bis elaboralc Prolfgomena, (o have been known 
til many centuiys aflei the aaz of Hornet (See p. 40, s?, ??, 
M, 170). 
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X DISSERTATION ON 

Being & pTofefs'd antiquary, he muft necesfaryly, 
from his asfiduous refearches into the reinoteeft 
periods of Grecian history, or, at leall, from the 
traditidni which would be naturally preferve'd, of 
. lb important, and celebrateei), an event, in the 
very country from which thefe heroicit kings and 
princees, with their (hips and forcees, had proceed- 
ed, if fuch an expedition had takeen place. He ap- 
pears, on the contrary, to have known or hear'd, 
at leall amongft bis own countrynvn, nothing at all 
of the Inattcr, except what he himfalf, and every 
one elfe, bad red in Homer, and certain fpurioua 
Cyprian verfees, falfely afcribe'd to that fwne illus- 
trious bard : for, going into JEfypt, peradventure, 
for this exprefs purpofe, " When enquireing," faya 
he, " whether the Greeks have relateiid falfehoodii 
concerning the deeds perform'd at Ilium, or not, 
ihe priells anfwer'd me thus: that they knew, from 
Menelaua himfelf, that Helen being carry'd off, 
great furcccs of the Greeks had come to the as- 
fiftance of Menel^ui into Teucris: which, haveing 
landed, and fortify'd a place, Tent mesfengers to 
Ilium, with whom, alfo, Menelaus went himfelf; 
that tbefe, after they had enter'd the walls, not 
onely , demanded Helen, and the treafures which 
Alexander, by robbery had carry'd away, but, allfo, 
require'd the atonements of injurys : that the Ten- 
criaDs, however, both then, and afterward, either 
fwam or unfworn, had relateed the fame things, 
that they themfetves had neither Helen, nor the 
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ROMANCE AND MINSTRELSY. 3d 
treafurCB whereof tksy were accu&'d » but that all 
thofe ifaings ware in JEfypt ; that neither couM 
they fufler themfelves to he arroiga'd with justico 
of thofe goods which Proteus the king of JEgypt 
withheld; that the Greeks, thinking tbemfelves d»* 
rideed, had^fo befiege'd Ilium, til, at length, they 
tool it by Horn ; that, the city b^ing takeiia, when 
Helen did not, appear, and they hear'd tho fwae 
defence as before^ ftt laft, bith being ^ve«n. to thfl 
former words, the Greeks &nt Meaelaua hinfelf to 
Pruteus. When this man arrive'd in JEgyft,iaA 
ascended Memphu in a fliip, the truth of the mat- 
ter being explain'd, and himfetf welcome'd with 
hospitably, in a moft honorable va»atr, he re* 
ceive'd Helen fulofiDJurya, and all hia tieafure*:"* 
and fuch was the bble of the Egyptian priefis, 
which the inquifitive historian spears to have 
fwallow'd as perEe^ly rational, though in dtonwtii' 
cal oppofition to the inialiible Homer. 

The Odyifey, whether by that fame poet or itot, 
is devoid of truth from begiuing to end, u4 
abounds with adventures as hyperbolical or eiitra* 
TBgaot as thofe of any French romance. The hit* 
toiian of Eiigleifh poetry juftly obfeives, diat " all 
the romancea have an enchantiele, who detains the 
knight from bis queli, by objedi of pleafure; and 
who is nothing more than the Calypfo of Homer, 
tui the^natija ofTasfo [or the ^^cimii of Anosto]." 

• BuHrpl, 5 lis. 
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, Hnet, ^Ao iaiagine'd it of die etlence of a ro- 
nuWB to bclin piof^ profelsw not to treat of thofe 
in wrfe, nuich left, of ^ck poemi ; which, befide 
that they an in verTe, have, moreover, different 
esfentiBb, which tUitii^aiih tliem from romuicee«, 
though otherwtfe, he admiti, ibera ii a Tcry great 
relation; and, fcUowing tiio maxim of Aristotle 
(who Jaachet that a poet i> more a poet by the 
fictiotu 1m invent* timx by the verfe he compofee*) 
iBokeerB of lomanceet may be lank'd among the 
poeli. 

After Slatioi, there it no metrical-romance- 
writeer, or e^dt poet, in tlie Latin tot^oe, known 
to bave exifted iM^m^ff^ of Exeter, caU'd by 
fome Corndiiu If^nt, wfco Wht^jfix hooks, 0/ 
tie TrfffM WW, and, in one book, "wHwir of^M- 
thclt; and fioatia'd, according to Bale, about the 
year 1«10; or Philip Gualtier, a Frenchman, au- 
thour of Tke Alaatdnid, or actiona of Alexander 
the great, about the ferao period : all three in imi- 
tatioii of Lucan, or fiutiui. 

It Bppean, however, difficult to demonftrate that 
the companUively modem romancees of the French 
i>we their immediate ori^n to the epick poetry, or 
fabukms tales, of the Greeks or Romans, but it 
may be fairly admiled, as by no means improba- 
ble, that thefe remwns of ancient literature- had 
Tome degree of Jnfluwwe,; though the connection 
ia too remote and obfcure to admit of elucidation. 
The Latin language contlnuc'd, after the disfolu- 
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ROMANCE AND MINSTRELSY. xU 

tion of the RoDwn empiret to be in nfe tritli the 
canimon people of France end Italy ; but, eeaimg, 
it may be, to be flady'd grammatioally, and be* 
comii^ gradually intermix'd with die baifauoDt 
jargons of the difEerent northern nUions which had 
fubjugatei^d, or expel'd the Romani, and occnpy'd 
their feats, til, about the ninth century, an entitelj 
new fpeech or dialed gain'd a complete Bscendoocy 
in both. At one period, it it fa^d, there were not 
lefi than three diatind languagees (^eea iD France : 
the old Celtick or Gaulilh, that is, the Latin, and 
thti new dialed call'd the Aomom or lUmaiax, a 
mixlure, it wonld feem, of Latin, FrankiJh, and 
Celdck, the left of which, it is fui^>ofe'd, was 
fpeedyly exterminaleed.* The term JtoMon owe'd, 
in fk€t, to have been the distii^iflting charecteris- 
tick of the Latin tongue, which the French appear 
to have underfiood at the b^niog of the feventh 
century ;f but this was, by no means, the cafcf as 
wil appear from a pasfagt ^oteed by Faucbet from 
the romox tf Alexandre, compofe'd, he &ys, by pCT- 
Ibna liveing in thejrear 1150: 
" La vert6 dt rkutoir'/i co^ H nitt la fit, 
Uh clert de Cimteaiidtm, Lambert & Cors tffcrit, 
Qw de latin la tr^, tt en Roman la mt." 

• Bm ■ good tecouot of the conTcriioa, or pervoflca, of the 
latio toi^ue into Italian, from aaihentick documents, in 
Mantorii AntiquilBlu Aolin, tl, MO- 

t See Le BeuA fier AircAc), kc. Mtmidri* it Tmo. to i^/irif. 
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ft is f Uin, tbertfore, thnt Lati^ aoA Stuuin wen 
di£icKnt llsguageeB : fiiice tim 4>oet drew a. history 
0ut 6f the l«Cter to put it' Jnto die foriner. It li 
true, lie obferru, that the& vcxfees we made more 
Ihui throe hundred yean after Chulenuigne;* and, 
alkhoH^ it were not (o, &U. one underfiood 6ve 
hundred yeats ago; that to Tpeak tbe niftick Roman 
irst the common langaage'oftfaeinhaintanu on tbii 
£de of the Meufe, h-onely b^oves to road that 
which Nilard hath wriUn in hii biitory of the dit- 
copd of the children of the emperour Lenis the 
• debonair, hapening in tbe year 84t. For, make- 
ing mention of Lewi^ king of Gemuttiy, and of 
Charles the bald, kin| of Weftem France (that 
is to say, between the McdIIb and tbe Loire), 
be fays, that the two kingi wibi^ to asfure thufe 
who bad foltow'd them, that this: alliance Aiould be 
perpetual, they l^ke eatjh 'to tbe people of bis 
pair (the word of whrA Nttard makes ufe), to 
-wit, Lewis king of OmmBO^to fhe Weftcm French, 
iriio folleVd <3>arle», in the StomoK -tongne, (that 
is to fay, the ruttici,J tlnd Cbaries, to thofe of 
Lewb, who were Auftrofians, Germans, Sax'Ons, 
and other inbabitaiits beyond the Rhine, in the 

■ It II fay'd of this cmpennit, by Eginbut, his chaplain or 
lecretuy, thit " be wrote down and commited [o memory the 
barbaroui and moft ancient Ibnp, in which (he aSi and nus 
of theold Icingswerefang." CC.300 Thdc, in aU likclyhood, 
were in the Tbcotifc or Teutonick langiucc mencion'd b Ibe 
text. InSchillenT^c/iiunu arc two very indent poenu in lU? 
dialeft, on ibc cxpoUiNin of that erapcTow, 
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ROMANCE AND MINSTRELSY. ja 
Teutmkk tongue. The words of the oath which 
Lewh.Iook, in the Koman toi^ue, wer« fach as, 
la;'tli our authour, i havfe takcen from a book 
writen more thwi five hundred years ago ; " Pro 
don amur Sp pro ckrilian pobh Sf nogfro eommum 

JhhameRt, dtji di en avmtt m quant deut four if 
potir medunatijifaltarai eo ce^ meonfradre Karl^ 
4- m adJHdha t; m catMtma eofa, fi cvm horn per 
drdt/m/radrejiitw difi, ino guid il inn altreji 

Jhret, et ab Ludiier tml pUad niatqaam prindrm, 
qui tneam wrf ci/l meoH fradre Kurk m damnofii."* 
The people of WeAria aufwer'd in the fame lan> 
guage: SiLodkmgtfacrammt quifonfrtidreKurla 

jurat cmfarat if Karivt, meat Jmdra, defua part 
non lot tatiH : Ji ia rel*ntar t)«n kiU poi* in ae to, 
mg neuU, rat m retmttar nit jwh in tmUa adjvdia 
contra Lodhinng mm It iwr.-\'' He, elfewliere, fays, 
(from a very ancient copy of Nitard,t extant in tbe 

• [CoTRfled fioin Bouquet, VII, SO.) In Eogleifh thuit 
" For (he love of god and oTthe Christian people, and for out 
common Takty. Trom Ibis day foreward, in To much ai giid 
wil give me knowi^e and power, i Ihil fave my brolbei 
Ouclei, end i wil ud him >n eroy thing, as a nuu by ligfat 
owet toferve hii bnxheiE, ki ihb that he wil do as much of 
it foi me ; and i thai not make with Lothair any treaty with 
niy wil, which maybe prqudicid to ray bt<Aher Charles." 

t{CorreaedasabOTe.J InEnglcHhthns: "^ If Lewi* keep Ibc 
calb which he hai fwom to hia brother Charles, and Charles, 
my laid, on hit pm, do not hold itj if f cannot divert hint 
ftom it, nor myfdf 01 others can divert bim front it, we OifX 
KM go with any tH a^nft Lcwii." 

tDela Itaifut tf petfit Frmfoift, C. 4. La Cambe onir 
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Ubrai; of Magloire U Parii,) that Lnrb, as tHe 
elder, fwore firfl in the Raman tongue; as beTore. 
This oath being made, Charlei lay'd the lame words 
in TentoDick or Theotifc: " In gwitt nwna, iitd 
darlUeM Xristima fckkei ind w^/er bediero gehalt- 
M^fantk^emoiageframmmrda,foframfo tair g^t 
geaifemdi maAdJurgibitJb kaid ik t^am mimimbmod- 
Atrfofo MMM mit rekittjmtu bnodierfcai, intM ut 
iaw mig Jb fit moAw, niaAio, wdi mi/ Luikenm 
fiMO titimiithmg Me gtgMga zie miimji wiiion tmo ee 
fiadiat iKTie»." The moft learned Germans of our 
anthotirs day thought that this langoagp held more 
ofthePrifbn than. c^ any oUter dialed of Germany. 
After this the pei^le fwore each in his own tongue, 
.to wit, thnfe of Charles, thefe words " Si Luduvigi, 
Aec. as before ; and the pwple of king Lewis thefe 
words in Theotife, orTeotonick: " Oba Kaii then 
.tid,tiener^Hemobnioditr LudivMiigg^fiuwgeUutit, 
i»de LudJutaig mat herro thm er mo g^fiiorforbrkkit, 
ab ihmanea amaidtji nemag, noh ih, nok tkero iknn 
hit inemeadat mag, imo ce fuUuati mdiar Karle ne 
wirdkit." Our authour himfelf found that the Roman 
langusge approach'd to the PrmeHfol, or Lgoimou, 
more than to his own, on the north of the Loire.* 
The prefent Swils have the bible as Smaaufch, 
that is, in their vti^ tongue, and nfe the fame 

tfns the ouh of lewia, aiut the anfwen { ind La Rsnillicie 
but one of the lafwei*. 

• Da anfifuit/j Franca, teio, 4ta B. s, C e, fo. 3M. 
• Ml. (CoincU(lfinnB(Niqact,VJI,»jftc} 
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cxpKsSonfotthKt of the French.* The Sp>ni&rdi 
fill call their native language nmnd CatttUano ; 
and iabiar t» romancf, is to fpealc Spanifh. 

In the library of Berne \t a MS. of the 13th oi 
nth century (Num. 646) intitl«'d <' Li Uvn du 
trtfw kqiul TMutrt Brma,..iranilata de Latin «i 
fiomans.'t 

. In about a coupl« of centuryi, afterward, th« 
word Roma* wai ufe'd by th« French, not oneljr 
as deGgaative of their language, but, allfo, of aay 
bookwriten therein; thoti^h, in proccfs of ticoe, 
it was cotifine'd to book* of chivalry i J ai romance 
• wai to a ballad, or narrative fong. " ToutetfoU," 
(ays the old' proTe roman de Parii tt Vicnne, " It 
/rtre ne pet^bit pat parler Roniain"-<'t. e. Fran^oii). 
In Spanifli, to thi« day, remMci nieani both thf 
vernacular language and a vulgar ballad ; while ' 
nmaui, in Italian, is approprialeatd folely to books 
of chivalry in rime. 

An ancient topt^rapher (fuppoTe'd to be Olrald 
'Barry, bilbop of St. Davids, commonly call'd 
Giraldui Cambrenfit) even ufeiis the word Romani 
for the Eo^lh, or vulgar langoage of his own 
time: " ab xUa aqui optima" fays he, " qittt Scot- 
tick [fib. Hibemici} vocata ^ Froth, Britamtki 

■ • Jhi MtifiliMi Frai^Ji; 1010, 4ta. B. 9, C. 0, fO. M. 
tGniM* C^atogut, III, 90. 

S " AU ii calde gtfi* lif^ 
Tlut oa tfaii langtuge fpekea' I^, 
Prankit fpech li cstd mmmc* 
So lills derket and men of Fitnc*." 

,BolMrf.of Bnmnc P. eri; 
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lIFalUei, td.] Werid, Rohaits [i. e. JngBei] vtn 
ScoUe-wattre, t. a^m Scottomm."' He meuu tha 
firth of Forth. 

The leused Tyrwhitt, with obrious pkufibili^, 
thinks it evident that poets in the vulgar lar^ageb, 
who firfl ■ppear'd about the nineth century, ber> 
row'd their rimes from the hymnt of St. AmbreA 
and St. Damafus, as early aa the fourth, and fioni 
the Chriitiaa poets, S«duliut and Fortunatos, in the 
fifth and fixtfa, and the other lAtin poetry of that 
9gB. There ist even, a I^tin foog in rine extant in 
print, which was made upon a great victory ab> 
tain'd by king Clothwr the fecond, over the Saxont, 
in the year 62S, and ferves to fi)[q)ort the ahm» 
opinion, that the vulgar poett of that period had 
allready adopted the art of rimeing from the faymnf 
of the chnich. It proves, al\S6, ihat the Latin 
tongue was flil in ufe, even among the common 
foldien, in the fev^nth century. The Mowing fttnsa 
if i^er'd as a fpecimen : 
'* Xh Clttario (/t caiere rtge Frnewum, 
Qm nU pugiutre am gmte Sojomm, 
QwuH grmiter fmmi^tt ntt^fit Sa r o iu mi, 
Si mmfia^ mclitut Faro it gatte B»rgwulionvm.''f 

• Innos CiitUiU a/ay, 770. 

t L'BTeiDa dc li Rsf niienc, A>^ Ai my- A Mmwt^ I, IS*. 
•• Tb time to ring of Ciataix, Ung of French 
Wttb StsoD pcepte he who wtnt to 6^1, 
Ttirif lu nfaefft* hB griararfy had ttwMd, 
Ibd it Dot bem fbiPbuaoh, the Botgtaidint." 

Le Bettf hM pAUAM enotbet, npoB the bsid* s( Fonicmr, 
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There iSi likewife, an elegy, compofe'd by Oo> 
tefcalc, ia hit exile, whicb has both lime, and 
poetry: 

" J7t qvidjvbtt, pufiok. 
Quart inandat,jiHoU, 
Camun dulce me cantare, 
Cum^ longi emd valde, 

Intra man, 
O cmrjvbet eanere9" 
Many of the churcb-bymns, about that period, 
are id the fame metre. The moft DumerouSi how- 
ever, and decifive, proob an to be found in tb« 
Jnti^mtaitt JtaUx of Mnmtori.* 

There U an tnftance, in Ufhen Prunordiia, d ^ 
fOtiplet in Irilh rime, made by St. Patrick in the 
£ftfa century.f 

KfEerent authours have attribute^d the ori^ of 
romance, to three fourceEs, alltt^etfaer ranote from 
each other; I. The Arabiam; 3. The Scandina- 
vians; 3. The Provrapals. It appears, £raa aa 
obTervation of the historian of Engletlh poetry, " to 
hare been inqmrted inio Europe by a people whofa 
model of tbinkingi and h^iti of inventimt an 
not natural to that country..Jt i> geaenUly fup* 
pofe'd to have bten borrow'd from the ArabJaoa... 
Jt i> an eflablifh'd maxim," ha proceeds, of modcta 
criticifin,* that the fictions of Afabian imagination 
^ • Du/to'bUw XI. 
t P- *«•• 
J Tba:, be ncsiu, of Wartuutin, aad ths Wubononin 
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were communicatee^ to tbeweliem world by means 
of the cnifade3...Biit it is evident that thefe fancys 
were introduce'd at a much earlyer period : Hic* 
Saracens, or Arabians, haveing enler'd Spain about 
the begining of the eigth century.* It is obvious to 
conclude, he condnues, that at the- fame time, they 
disfeminateed tbofe extravagant inventions which 
were fo peculiar to their romeJitick and creative 
genius. ..The ideal tales of thefe eaftem invadeers, 
liteoromended by a brilliancy of defcription, a va- 
riety of imagery, and an exuberance of invention, 
were eagerly caught up and univerfally difTufe'd. 
From Spain, he asferts, they foon pa&'d into Prance 
and Italy t- .It is for this reafon, he pretends, the 
elder Spanilh romaocees have profefsedly moTA 
Arabian allufrons than, any other.I There is, in 
&&, not one' Gi^le French romance, now extant, 
and but one, mention'd by any ancient writeer, 
which exilled before the firft crufade, under God- 
firey, earl of Bol<^ne, afterward king of Jenifatem, 
in 1097: neither is any thing known concerning 
the literature of thf Moon who came over from 
Barhary, and fettle'd in Spain, in 71 1 ; nor is it at 
all probable, or capable of proof, that even the 
Spaniards, much lefs any of the other nations of 
Europe, had-an opportunity of adopting any literary 
information, or did fo,: in fad, from a people, with 

' Ichoid, of idiich the dSattnguifluTV chincteriaticks ue want 
of knowledge, ezueniG am^oet, uiil habitual mendacitj'. 
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WHom ihey hsd no connection, but u eoemya, 
whole language they never uoderilood, and whofa 
tnanoere tbey detelled ; or would even have con' 
defcended, or permiled themfclves, to make Aicft 
an adoption, from a fet of infidel barbariana, who 
had invadeed, ravage'd, and pusfcfs'd themrelves of 
Tome of the bed and richell provincees of Spain t 
with whom they, bad continual wan, til they at 
lafi drove tliem out of the country; whom, in (adt, 
they allwayg avoided, abhor'd, and defpife'd. There 
is, doubtlefa, a prodigious number of Arabick poems 
in the bbrary of the Efcurial, which has been plun- 
der'd from the Moore, but which no Spanifh poet 
ever made uTe of, or, in (bort, had ever accefs to. 
It was not in the liistorians power to cite one fii^le 
old Spanifh romance that hat the flighted Arabian 
^lufion, except indeed, that of the Cid Ahj/ Dias, 
where, aa in tbofe of Ckarlemagne, the Moots oi 
Saracen* are introduce'd as enemys, and in two 
modem booka, the " HUtoria terdadera del ret) don 
Jtadrigo," phnt«d in 1502, and die HUtoria de lot 
vandoi de lot Zegriei y Abenftrragei," printed at 
Seville in 1598, and, under the title of " Hutorit 
deJasgutrrattiviltiikOraiuida," at PsiTa, in l600; 
both falfely pretended to have been translateud 
from the Arabick, and ridiculc'd, on that account, 
by Cervantes, who makes nfe of the fame pretence 
/a his Quixote. The Spaniards are fo far from have-> 
ing any ancient kUtoriat de ca/calUrias, which we 
call romiiDceia, that tbey have not a &ngle ballad 
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(which thaf call nmmcf} npon the Atfajea of Oik 
Hoon, except, it may be, m few compofe'd after, 
er Bbont, the time of their expnlfton uid extaM 
in the RmiatterQ general, or oiher compilations of 
the lilie kmd. With refpea to the oriental liters* 
tore for which we are indebted to \b» cntradei, 
, beflde the CferiMfi* dite^no al PMer AlltmAn, a 
I coaverted Jew, baptife'd in 1106", in which ara 
many caftera talcs, there i« but one tingle French 
Tomance, in rime or proGst of the thirteenth or 
fourteenth century, which appean to have been 
takeen from an Arabian or orianl^ fource ; it » 
that of Cleomeda, by kii^; Adenet (a minftrel-mo- 
narch, or herald,) after " The ftary of the inchanted 
horfe," in The thot^atd and ate mgkti. Ab to the 
rell, this eloquent and flowery historian, whofe 
duty it was to ascertain truth from the e*iden^ of 
foda and ancient documents, and not to indulge 
his ima^nation in reverie and roraanoe, without 
the leaJt fupport, or even colour, of veracity or 
probability, has not the fli^teft authcxity for thb 
TJllonary fystsm, but, asfumes with confidence that 
which he knew himtelf unable to ellabtifli by proof. 
There are no limits, at the fiuna time, to the ex- 
travagance of his imagination or invention, in thut 
wildly labouring to account iax a fiibjed of which 
he bad bo adoquate or rational concoptioo, norany 
authentick information : in France, he fays, ** do 

• Sk T-jnAUtt Cknutr, IV.jai. 
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province, or distrid, feena to Ii»e giveiBU thefe fic- 
tioia of the Anbiaiu a more welcome, or a mora 
Mriy recvption, ttan th« inhAUtanta of Annorica, 
«r BaOe-Bretagiie, now Britany, for no part of 
France can booft of fo great a mimbcr of ancient 
(onwncc^. Many poems of high aniiquity, com- 
poTe'd by the Armorican bardi, fttl ramaJD, and an 
bequently dteed by fothei- Lobineau in bis learned 
hiitory of BaOb-BTetagDe."* " On the wbole," ha 
ads, " we may venture to afSrm," that the chronicle 
of Geoffrey of Monmoutfa, " fuppofe'd to contain 
the ideac of the W^ bank, entirely confiAa of 
Arabian iavcntion>."t ft mnfl be confefa'd that thi« 
poetical historian it rery ready, at a venture, to 
i^Orm any thing, howefer imagjnaty and abfurd. 
In another place Ite fay>, " Gwiaund king of the . 
jifrkaat, occurs :" aad to prove how wel he un- 
derftood Geoffrey of Moumoutb, and bow accu- 
rately thii iropostour was acquainted with Arabian 
allufioni, this Gonamtd, in authenlicic hbtory, was 
a king of the Damn, wtio in&fied Engleland in tlie 
nineth ceotnry, and wai defeated and baptife'd by 
AUnd4 

•I,»a. t'lbs. 

t " TtaM StonefaAige,' be %«, « it a BriilOi monument 
aaSed in nwaM(70( Ho^^ DMdkeie, rdti, i Itdiere, on the 
fclecvid(acefl(aeaftr<>fUcaBHmdi,who hid it from the 
BdtUhbu*. BHwhrOnvMiiattheteitimaoyofiheBiitilh 
bank b« dlomd oa Aia oetafnai } For the; did not invent 
lite, fo madi u &blc*. In itae prdenl cafe, Hen^'i nua- 
lien ia aa lUcwcd cTac.»B*en is thudi^.tbeiBMacieof 
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In a]l this high-flown paMgyrick, than n not a 
wurd of truth, nor a puticle of conuDon-fenTe. 
Tliere ii na veiliga or Ihadow of ttay tameat aui 
thority, that this pitytiil Dation, a fmuU colony from 
South-WaIe>, or CorawaU, in Britun, bad any other 
fictioot than fock at they had carry'd ovM.with 
them; nor is it true, exciting three poemi, if 
tiiey deferveJuch aa appellation, of fo low a period 
as the fiileeath century (a book of prcdictiuni, that 
ii, of a pretended prophet nam^d Gwin^aff, th* 
MS. whereof was of the year 1450; the life of 
Owenoli, abbot of LandeveiMC, one of tlteir fabu* 
lou« funts ; and a little dramatick piece, on the 
takdng of JeruIUem.) Ihat they have a fingle fiag* 
ment of poetiy in their vernacular Ungc^age. llie 
learned prieU who pubtiffi'd the dictionary of PttU 
lelier,' after his death, candidly admiis, '■ that the 
Armorican Britons have'Bot cultivatcid poetry] 
and the language, fuch as they fpeak it, does not 
a[q)ear able to ply to the meafare, or to the fvreet< 
nelii, and to the hannony, of varre.*''t That they ■ 
might or may have tiuattrt or wu/idau, which tlw 
French call mit^eb, we Jiddkrt, and thCinm«cs 

Hcngift ii in undispaMd picoe of Vktorj," (I, ss^Id Ac 
fiift pUca, Qrofbej doM not Iky thi( he bad thii faudligaice 
" from the Britilli banb ;" mod, Idljr, ibete It net a wwd «f 
truth m thii tntabae hj HeaKift: which Cealbtf bonow'd 
ficcn Nenniui (C. 47). A flmili Itoty a hImcM bfWirikhid, 
* Dietioraiain Jt U UmfHt BrtUaat, p*g i»m letal A 
frBititr- t»m,ilii,lB, 
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harx, or hards is fiiffici«ntly probable or certaia} 
fcut if, by iard be mesnt a compofeer of posGblely 
tpick t» lyriek poetry in his vernacular idiom, no 
proof can be adUuce'J of fuch a cbaracter. At any 
rate, that father Lobineau " fivquently," or even 
in one fingle iniUnce, cites " many poemit of high 
mntiqtiity," or any poem whatever, ancient or mo- , 
liern, in the Armorican language, is a laoft mon- 
flroui falfehood. The editour of this book has a 
right to be thw pofitive, haveing repeatedly, and 
uiifnccefifully, exuniae'd the Hutbirt dt Brttag»tt 
(a work, by the wayi of no veracity or authority, 
though in two ponderous folioa,) with a view to 
discover thefa pretended citations, and has receive'd 
an asfnTUice to the like effed, from Francis Douce, 
«rquire, wbofe intimate acquaintance with every, 
branch of French literature cannot pos&blely be 
disputeid. 

The pretended Breton hat of a certain Marit i^ 
France, a Nomun poetefs oi the 13th century, wi) 
be confider'd elfewhare. 

In die circnmfUnce jufi mention'd, he &ys, 
'* aboiit Wales, of its Bonneciion with Arroori^ 
we perc^ve the folution of a difQculty which at 
firfl fight «ppean extKmely problemaiica] : 1 mean, 
fiiys be, not onely that Wale* Ihould have been To 
Ctmfiantly made the theatre of tiio old Britifii chi- 
vplry, but that fo many of the favourite tictioni 
which occur in the early French romancees, lliould 
KlUb )A liieraUy ibund tn t|iQ tales and cli;«titclci 
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of the elder Wellh b«rds."* In this pubge, sllfo, ia 
faicdy ft word t4 ttah or trudi. The Welfh bav« 
no " ules" or " dironiclei^ to produce of " the 
eider Welfh banb," nor by aa; other write«r, more 
tally, at lm&, than Geoffrey of Mramouth, nhore 
&biiloiu Brit^ Uitory, it maft be confe&'d, was 
Cdse'd, with great avidity, by the Frendi or Nor> 
man poets. If the Wetfli have any fuch Aoryi, they 
ore, doubtleb, from, the French, or Epgjeilh, and, 
by way of further proof of their recoicy, are all Jn 
PBOSE ; a>i for ioflance, " Uj/vgr y Grtal," from 
the AooMK de S. Graal, '* Yatori Boun o Samh»^ 
from that of BtKnti, or Beau, of SenUhJiamptoK, 
" Yttari Ovat ah Yriem," from the Raman ^Ivam, 
the CaoaUtr au Hon," or " Ywain and Gawin -."i 
and, as to the ides of Warton, " thai the if^ei^ 
lardM might have been acquainted with the Scon* 
diuaciaii/ealdt:" notiiing was ever more extravagant 
or ab&rd.t 

That the inhahilaots of Bwedn, DenmaA, and 
Norway, being the lateeft converts to Christianity* 
letain'd their anginal mannen and opinions longer 
than the olhw nations of Gothi<i iBce,§ may 

' • I, a 8, *. 

f See Lhuyds Jrchaologia, K5. 

t Soret fach nrttnlhorifcfd opiolaB tMd dfcadf indixcM 
riM ekfut Gny to poUnle bk faUfane {AtdsriA on tbe bwds 
with the Scandick mythology, of which the Briton* bad not 
a panicle and, for any thiog that appemn, were totalljr 
Ignorant, 
-|l)«KttM*.fti)>in,si,xi),aiii. Tha doqueat pstAcebaf 
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'certainly^ be trne, though fuch Tort of conveTGon 
.ofinlly n&kn forav d^iSerence ia tfaoTe malterB: 
but it, by no means, foltows that, therefor, tbey 
bave prderve'd " moce of the genuine compofitioin 
of thur ancient poets, than their fouthem RPish- 
boon :" this is a &d to be pmve'd, not by sffir- 
inative esfertioaB, but by the production of ancient 
■nanuibripts^ or the testimony of contempororeous 
4K vencions hiMonans ; neither of which is pos- 
fefs'd by all or any one of tkefe three northern 
nations. " Hence," however, it is mainlain'd that 
" the progrefs, amcMig them, from poetical histoiy 
to poetical ficdiMi is very discernible;" meaning, it 
is prefume'd, that they are equally fohnktus. They 
have fome old piecees, it it fayd, that are in effed 
complete romancee* of chivalry j" and a fpedmen 
is ref^d to in the 3d volume of Hurtkent anHqai' 
tits, &c, P. 148, kc, the age whereof \% not ascer* 
tain'd, aor do its contents peHe^y refemble any 
French or Ei^eifli romance that we are at ell ac> 
qnainted with. In another part of the fame woiir 
(page 321) is, apparmtly, intiodnce'd the Ofidiaa 
tale of Parfeu and Andromeda, under the no lef* fie 
titious lianws oiReg»tr Lo^rog, or hairy breeches, 
afterward king of Denmark, and inoni, the beau ^pfiil 
daughter afa Swedilh prince, who was " guarded," 
as the poets took occafion to fay, " by a furious 

dw origuv) wwB, at <M, ioMnU to be |Mn tt taiSdi, btt 
Rtrendiineat wuibund una' 
■ RtHfoa, te: III, sm. 
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dragon :" and thu, it feems, i^mui th« autbori^ of 
lUgnara XiodbrogtJhgMf which appear* to be in prints 
and hat been atfo translateed b}r the abore learned 
&nd ingeoious prelate ; who give* the paafage tha* : 
f We fought with fwordt : wl^n in Gothland i flew 
a.a tnormoasjirpent: tny reward was the beouteoiu 
Tiorm. Thence i was deem'd a man : they cail'd 
me Lodbrog from that flaugb'^r. I thruA the mon* 
ikei throug-h with my fpear, with the Heel produc- 
tive of fplendid rewards."* 

Tbftt they may likewife, " have a multitude of 
fagas or hidories on romantick fubjeds, fome of 
tbem written aiscB the times of the crulades" wtl 
be readyly admiled ; but there is not the Qight^ 
proof or pretext for aiferting that " others" were 
fo " JUOKO BEFORE." Tbefcfogiu, in iad, are, for 
the moft fmrti if not totally, translateed, or imi- 
tateed, from the French, and, at the lane time, of 
very recent date. The " S«g9 of Ivait England 
kappe," in the royal library of Stockholm, is clearly 
the French romance of Yvaia, or Le chectdier aa 
lion, both of the twelfth or thirteenth century, ao 
commodaleed, apparently to the Scandick tradi- 
tjona.f A la^e collection of fuch things is in the 
^ritifti inufenm, tranlcribe'd chiefly between the 

* See ^ue pt(f« a/JIunic poftr^, P. 37- ETCOWutoofu*- 
peet* that the lomantick amour between JUgnrr and Jtlanga 
k (be forgay of ■ much lileet tge (I, i 3, b,). Ttiii fcajiy 
Ib^ep, indeed,, iirfeSi the whde flock. 

t See Wsnl^ Antijacc liitralurajiplen, talalgia, )U. 
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y«m 1660 aadl 700 jamoi^wtich are the" Saga 
tf Likle Pettu-t og Magdona, Saga af Wkgtiio, \ ' 
Saga afParcnat*, MdufiKa og Rtmvndt faga, Rt- 
mundar keifara faga, JpoUoniut faga, &c.' all or 
moft of which are wel known French romaticees. 
The Daiiea have no historian whatever before the 
rieventh century .+ 

It is not at alt more probable, or, at lealt, there 
a no fort of audiority for fuppofeing, that Hollo 
" doubtlefa cariy'd many fcalds with him [into 
France or Neuftria] from the north, who tninsmited 
tbeir (kit to their children and fuccesfors." It is, infaft, 
amere^ratw dictitm, a petitio principH, an unfound- 
ed conjecture, an aiferlion without a proof: after 
the Normans had acquire'd the Christian religion, 
adopted the French language, and French manners, 
and, in a word, become perfed Frenchmen, they, 
unquestionablety, display'd equal, if not fupcrior, 
talent and invention in the manufacture of romaa- 
tick poems in that tongue ; all which, however, are 
on French or Britilh fubjeds ; and none of them 
can be asferted, without a flagrant violation. of 
truth and fad, to contain one fingle allufion to the 
Iceland fcalds, or Scandinavian poetry, none of 
whofe puerile and extravagant fictions can be 
prove'd of fo early an age. 

Hiere is not, in fhort, the weakcll posfible au- 

f Stcplieiis Neta in Saxenem, 9> 
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thoritr, the Jli^ieft posfible proof, that the m\a* 
• flrrit wen ** the geauine fucceifon of the wcienl 
AAHDS, who. under different names, were admire'd 
Aid lerere'd, from the esrlieft ageii among the pM>< 
pleofGftul, Britain, Ireland) and die north," It it 
ft men bypothefit, without the leaA liipport, from 
b£t or h^tory, or any thin^, in a word, but a vi> 
fionaiy or Eucyftil imag^natioik Then ii no con- 
nection, DO nfemblance, betwe e n the fcaldt of 
ScaiKtinavia and the minfinb of Fnnce ; nor can 
any ancieHt historian be pioduc^d to countenance 
the extravagant and abfurd IU>lea with which the 
tnlroduction to the " SiMtoin de DaKnemareV by 
Mullet, tiunslateed into Engldib under the title of 
" Northern antiquitiei," it fiuf'd frora begiiiing 
to end. Tlie original authour wu fo ignorant as to 
confound the Cmhri with the Ctmmerii,' and the 
German* or Goths with the Ctlli or Gaul*, in de- 
fiance of ancient history and of common fenfe, with- 
out a word of truth. The Edda itsfelf, if not a 
rank forgery, is at leail a comparatively modern 
book, of the thirteenth or fourteenth century, 
manifefily compile'd \oa% after Christianity wn 
introduce^d into the north,t nor was fuch a fyitem 

■ He calli ih« Utter " Gmmeriui ScTthiani;" wkAj 
jgnonni that the ScyiMam wcfe the biiteraft enemp of the 
CtmiRtnetu, uul ictukUf drore tbem dot of VjoiOfK Into 
ATm. 

f The pTctended tutfiout SnmTo (eo b«d nime for » Jreanur) 
biiii£s down tliii ctuoookisr tluf^ Jf*n iter lilt death. See 
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tf pagaiurm brought hither hj either Svcona or 
Canes, or er^r e^tertaiti'd by any people in tha 
world) nor are thefe fcalds or poets ever mentioa'd 
1^ any old Engleifh hiatoriBii, thotigh we have fefa- 
nl of the Saxon tines. Snxo, n very ancient bis^ 
torian, knew nothing of any Odin, bnt a magidaitt 
whom the Aupidity of the inhabitants of Upfid 
adore'd as a god, and fent to him from Conflanti* 
iK^le a golden image ; out of which his wife Ffiggt 
drew the gold; which being confuroe'd, he hutf 
op the flatue on the brink of a precipice, and, by 
the wonderful industry of art, render'd it vocal at 
Ae human touch : but, nevertheiefs, Frigga, pn> 
lering the fplendour of finery to divine honours, 
fubjefted beifelf in adultery to one of her fanii- 
liars; by wholb cuning, the image being demo* 
Ufh'd, the gold, confecrateed lo publick fuperftition, 
flta .converted to the infiramcnt of private luxury. 
Odin ttien flys, but afterward returns, and dis- 
perfees the ma^cians who had rireiin up in his 
ftbfence. He attempts to kifs Rinda, daaghter to 
the king of the Ruthes, and receives a flf^ on the 
bee. According to Torfeus, he even ravifli'd this 
young lady ; but the pasfage, on looking into Saxo, 
to whom he feems to refer, could not be found. 
See, however, Seriei regtm Danix, 149, where he 

thrthentantiq^tia.ll.xxa. Thit oiltdoca Geoflrcj of Man. 
■uaih. " Huet," (cctHifiDg to Wuton, " ii of opinion that 
the Sida i» entirtlr ib« production of ^lorro'i SuK?}" wul 
rim OrifM <ifTQiBmct, IM (I| h «, (. n. %.} 
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fuppofeei him contemporary with Hading lui^ of 
Denmark, in the year Sl€ before Cbrili. He b 
blind of an eye, 4^.* There cannot be a more ri" 
^ulous flory of a paj;an deity ! Tlie forge'd nnd 
iftbulous Edda, indeed, fpeaks of another Odin, fur- 
name'd the Ferfian, the father of the godi, to whom 
the origin of the art of the fcalds was attributeed. 
And who, according to the lytai^ coxcomb allready 
Dolice'd, was, defeated and put to flight by Pom* 
pey :t thb groundlels and abfurd falfebood is, 
likewife, adopted by the learned and ingenioui 
translator.! 

Aflcr all, it feems highly ptobable that the oiigin 
of romance, in every age or country, b to be fought 
in the different fystems of fuperftition which have, 
from time to lime, prevail'd, whether pagan or 
chiistian. The gods of the ancient heathens,' and 
the taints of the more modern christians, are the 
lame fort of imaginary beings; who, alternately, 
^ve exiltence to romancees, and receive it from 
them. The l^nds of the one, and the fables of 
the other, have been, conftantly, fabricateed for 
the fame purpofe, and with the fame view : the 
promotion of fanaticifm, which, being mere illuGon, 
can' onely be excitecd, or fuppotted, by romance : 
and, therefor, whether Homer made the gods, or the 
gods made Homer, is of no fort of confequence, as 

•H«dyc'dini3tM;but hMnoKmcCogle d*K throughout 
bis wbo\K hUmr- 
t F. ». t Rdi^titt, III, ni. 
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confifis of febles thrown out by difTerent rhnprodiAi 
at diilerent times," which afterward " were col- 
leAed and digefted iato an entire history," and per- 
hap with new decorations of bncy aded by lh« 
compilcer, who mofl probablely was Due of tlie pro- 
fefs'd bards, or rather a poetical historian, of Af 
morica or Bqffe Bretagne. In this flate, and under 
diis form, he fuppofees " it to have fallen into the 
hands of Geoffrey of Monmouth,"* However this 
may be. as there is little or no evidence, though 
iquch improbability, upon the fubjcfl, the readers 
oi the learned historian may be pcrmited, for the 
prefent, to retun bis opinion: but "Amid the 
gloom of fuperftition, in an age of the grolsell ig- 
norance and credulity," he fays, " a taflc for the 
wonders of oriental fiction was introduce'd by the 
Arabians into Europe. ..Thefe fictions coincideing 
with the reigning manners, and perpetually kept up 
and improve'd in the tales of troubadours and min- 
firels, feem to have center'd about the eleventh cen- 
tuzy in the ideal histories of Turpin and GeofTrey of 
Monmouth> where they form'd the ground-work of 
that fpecies of fabulous narrative called romance.f 
Whatever become of the induceing caufces, the con- 
olufioa is, un question a blely, very plautible, if not 
perfeflly true, for, whether there «efe any thing 
upon the fubjefl of Charlemagne end Arthur before 
the appearance of thefe two books, it is very cer- 
tain there was a prodigious number after it. 
•lb. fl,l,*. 
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The/abliaia of ihe twelfth and thirteenth cen> 
turys (a name for which the Engleifli langtiage ei- 
fords no appropriate terra, nor the French any fy- 
nonim) extant in MS. in feveral librarys, are aUraolt 
inDumerable. Three volumes have been poblitti'd 
, by M. Barbazan under the title o(" fabtioKC tt 
contet Act piiilea FranfoU da XII, XIII, XIV, ^ 
XVafiecUi:" Paris 1/56, 1776, » vols, 19mo, 
which afford a fufficient fpccitnen of this fpecie* of 
French poetry : while feveral, as wel of ihefa as 
others, have been epitomife'd and transprofe'd by 
Le Grand d'Ausfy, wbo has accompany'd then 
with ingenious and iniereAing dbfertationi and 
notea, at firfl, in two volumes, 6vo, and, fecondly, 
in five, tSmo. 

It has been imagiue'd, as Warton thinks, that the 
firll romancees were compofe'd in metre, and foiq 
to the harp by the poets of Provence at festival 
folemnitys ;"' but, according to mora authenticic 
writeers, thefe poets borrow'd their art from the. 
French or Normans, He, likewife, asferts, that dic~ 
troubadours were the firfl writeers of metrical ro- 
inancees.f The proven^l poetry, in fad, was for'lhis 
tnoft part, of a dilferent defcription, and aboundeil 
chiefly in allegory and fatiie. There is hut one 

■ 1, 1 19. He, ellewbue, affirnu tbu ■' The uoubuloiin of 
PFovence.ui idle ud unfcided nee of men, took up srmt, *nd 
follow'd tbeu birans in piodigious muldturto, to tbe conqoeft 
of Jenifalem." (iio.J An abfnid faUehood. 

t f. "7- 
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fiogle romance exiting that can be imputced to a 
troubadour, that of Gerard de Rotation;* noril 
it certain that, if they had compofe'd ever To many, 
they would have rivai'd the French, io poiut of 
either merit, or precedency. ' 

Warton, indeed, milled, apparently, by that ^gnu 
fatam, Warburton, bifliop of Gloucester, and even 
willing, it would fcem, to emulate and outdo that 
confident and mendacious prelate,! ^^ ^>^^ ■»* 
duce'd lo asfert that *• Before thcfe expeditions into 
the eaft became fafhionablc, the principal and lead- 
ing fubjeds of the old fables were the atchtevements 
of king Arthur, with his knights of the round-table, 
and of Charlemagne with his twelve peers. But, in 
the romwicea written after the holy war, a new fet 
of champions, of conquefls, and of countiies, were 
[was] introduced. Trebizonde took place of Roun- 
cevalles, and Godfrey of fiulloigne, Solyman, 

* The Pnnren^ pocu had got >a extiaraganttr tugh cha- 
ncier, which this ingcnicui wciteer haaxniifdy deprive'd them 
of. M. de Sointc-P&laye, who had made Uife and iniereftins 
coUectiora upon the history and poetiT of the itoubadouis, 
which he peribfilr undertiixid, fiiffei*d, ui]JbnuTui(d]r, bii pt- 
pen to fill into the hands of one Milot, a peifcfi blockhead, 
who neither knew the Provenfal, nor any thing elfe. 

■f- See bis pretended hypotheTis of the origin of tomincc, 
fiift printed in the fupplerncnt to Jarvlses Don Qitavtl, wai, 
•fterwud, in lui own, and fevcral fubfequent, ediiioos of 
Shatjpeart, a complete fpecimen of ignorance, impudence, 
and falfehood, which hai been fu ablely and decifively con- 
fbtccdand eapefe'db)' the learned and JudicionsTycwhitt, and 
dcferra only to be treutd with indiinaiioa and contempt. 
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Nouraddin, the calipbs, and the cities of £gypt 
fttid Syna became the favourite topics." 

Ill all this rhaplbdy there is Tcarcely a fingle word 
of Iruth. It is fufficiently notorious Ibat before the 
firll crufade, or for more than half a century after 
it, there was not one fingle romance on the achieve- 
ments of Arthur or fais knights. Neither is it mora 
true that any fuch change took place with r^ard 
to the fubje& of romance as be here pretends. 
That there was a romance on God/re;/ ofBohgne- 
is certain ; but that it ever obtain'd the populaiity 
of thoCe of Ciarlemagne, Roieland, O/ixier, and 
RonctvallesTyhich are allmoU innumerable, or that 
Soli/man, Nauraddia, tht caliphs, and the cities of 
Egypt and SjiriHrWerc ever " the favourite topics," 
is iKilbing but random asfcrtion, fatfehood, and iin- 
pofition; there not being a Ungle romance on any 
one of ihefe fubjeflst* 

A curious pasfage in the ancient chronicle of 
Berlrtmd GuetcUn a» citetid by Du Cange, under 
the word MINI5TELLI, preferves the names of 
feveral ancient French r<maiu, fome of which are 
not otherwife known to have exilled, and cxprefsly 
lays they were compofe'd by the minftreis : 
" Qui Teui avoir renom da b(mt ^ de vidUani, 
Ji doit uUrfouvatt ala pluie et aa ckampi. 
El t^re en la batailU, ainjjf quejv Rollans, 
Les quatre Jib Humon, el Charlon U plus grans. 
• Hiatory of EngteUh pocoy, I, no. 
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li dus Lioiu de Bourgea, ci Gulon de Connans, 

Perceval li Gatoia, I.ance1ot, et Tristans, 

Alixandres, Artus, Godfroi li fach&m, 

De quoy cils menestriers^onf let nobles romans." 

None of thefe rirneing romancees have been ever 

printed, onlers a comparatively modern one, in- 

title'd Le romaa de h rofe, which is wel known, 

and, as is fame where fay'd, Trutan l; la belle 

YfetUt, Richard fans peur, at Paris without dale, 

and at Lions, in 13971 ^^ GuUiatiaie rog iAngk- 

terre, Gmtgardut Sf Sigismund, 1493> &C. Le r<Miait 

de Troyt, by Jean de Meun, one of the authouis 

of the Roman de la rt}fe : but, if really fo, the 

copys (of all but the laft) are as fcarce as manu- 

In the courfe, it is thought, of the fourteenth 
and fifteenth centurys, and, posfiblely, even, in the 
latter part of the thirteenth, many of the old me- 
trical French romaiiCees were tum'd into profe, 
&nd, oftersvard, printed, A numerous and invalua- 
ble collection of the former were in the Chateau 
dAnet, tho refidence of Diane de Poitiers, the fa- 
vourite mistrefs of Henry the third. In 1724, but 
now every where difperfe'd, 

Nicholas de Herberay, Ji£ur des E^ara, who 
puUidi'd, in 1574, a Freoch verfion of the firil 
eight books of the celebratecd Spanilh romance of 
AmadU de 6auh,* asferts that this far-fame'd and 

''. ■ Wucpn calls thu " a lomaace wiilUa in Spun, bj- 
Vasco dc lAbeyra, before the jeti. 13(» ;" but the ituthoui, or 
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exqutGte Aory made its firfi appearance in France, 
affirmijig tiiat he bad morei'ver found, fume rem- 
nant ot an old manafcript in the Picard language, 
from which he ihouglit that the Spaniards had 
made their translatiou ; and which in posfiblely flii 
extant.* This, it it prefume'd, was in verfe, in the 
inuincr of all or moft other ancient romanceiii ; 
which f« the more probable, ai the printed history 
of Tie/tut 4e Cologne, by Anthony Bonncmere, at 
Parik, in or about 1^34, profefws to be translated 
" de vielU rime Picarde." Tliere was, likewife, in 
the collection of M. Lancelot, a MS. about the 
year 1830, inlille'd " Autre roman da Tenard," in 
verfe, " */i langw Picarde." 

The progrefs of the Italian and SpaniJh was much 
like thai of the French, but, posfiblely, lets cor- 
rupted, as it is fay'd that there are fpecimeae of the 
Spanifh and Il&Iian poets which are, at once, Latin 
9nd the vernacular idiom. Romuice did not make 
its appearance in Italy before the time of Danle or 
Boccoce ; nor, perhap, in a ftriAer fenfe, previous 
to the Morganie tnaggiore of Pulci; from which 
time, down to the feventeenlh century, the number 
of their romanzi, or rimi cavalar^cU, all in th« 
fame kind of metre, is prodi^oui ; fome of which 

transUtor, in ft&, is totally nnkoown ; nadieT m« Vmco 4e 
LolN7rasS(Bniud,but aPortDSndei pat could it be viitca 
before 14S0, or, ti raiiitec TyrwUu ihink^ before ibe inven- 
tion of " Ihe stt ot pr'Dting." 

* See Tredan, Corpi £ixtraiU it ronati, JH, a { lOfy ' 
FoMcndle, IXmNv, Usu s. 
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an fufibdently known to be of gretU and AerUng 
tnerit. Voltaire, who was ia one pert of his life) fa 
ditgufted with a translation of Ariosto, in French 
profe, after faaveing become acquainted with the 
original, prefer'd it to the poetry of Homer and 
Virgil.- 

It arrive'd flil taleer iu ^in ; which can boaft 
d nothing in the Ihape of a metrical romance, but 
an epick poem or two, of the thirteenth century ; 
their Hitloriat tU ctmaUeriat, or, what we call, ro- 
manceu tf eUsaliy, being, though fufficiently nu- 
merous, and, occaGonally, of great merit, uniformly 
in profe. That which we term a ballad, or lyrical 
narrative, is call'd in Spaici vao romand. Among 
the prodigious quantity of thefe compoiltions there 
are few or none older than the dole, at xao&, of the 
fifteenth centniy. Some it is trtM, are upon Moorifh 
iiibjeds, but it is blfe that any one is a translation 
irotn Aialnan poetry ; not even among the curious 
and beautiful fpecimens in the Gutrrat dvUa de 
Granada, puUilh'd originally under fuch a pretence. 



i 2. SAXON AND ENGLEISH LANGUAGE. 



With refpeA to the ori^nal letters or diaracters 
-of the Saxons, wa are able to obtain no falisfactory 

'See, as to the progreb of the Italian diiled, iSaiuoris An- 
tijuiUUa, a book of piaA|Mii> lcusi>e aod MUbcntlcity. 
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information. It a Ughly iroprob&ble that they liad 
a writcn language, wheii) in a Hate of pagaiufmi 
they arrive'd, as the ally* of the Britons, in 449- 

"Hie Britons, who had allready profefs'd Chris- 
tianity, though not popery, for two or three cew- 
turya, appear to have had books and writeingB, 
and, confequenily, letters and characters, long be- 
fore the time of Gildas, who wrote about 560, and 
exprcfsly mentions that all fuch had been de(lro/d 
in hostile convulfions, or carry'd abroad. The 
Saxons were much fonder of exterminateing them, 
than of learnii^ their language. 

St. Augustine arrive'd in 597, and made con- 
fiderable progrefs in the converfion of the Saxons 
from pagan t" popeifti fuperftition ; but neither 
Bcdc, nor any other ancient writeiir, relates that 
he taught thero their letters: in prooefs of time, 
however, they certainly had the art of writeii^, 
both in Latin and Saxon, and, in the following age, 
abounded with men of learning, if not of fenfe; of 
whom Bede, who dye'd in 731> 's a fu£6cient 
inltance. 

According to Nenniiis, St. Patrick, who came to 
Ireland in 431, wrote 365 alphabets [one for every 
day in the year], and upward [in order, it is pre- 
fume'd, to teach the Iriih to read].* 

Ndther the Britons, nor the Irifh, nor the 
Saxons, had a K, or a Q, an X, [or a Z], in their 
language, t 
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' The Britons, according to Lhuyd, " had letten 
before the time of Juvenal nod Tacitus;" for, fays 
be, " i have lately feea a coin of Beruck (or Be- 
riaisj, with his name upon it, in the lime of the 
emperor Claudius; and there are others alfo that 
bear the name of Canoailon, prince of the Britaini 
[Britons], who fought againll Julius Csfar, befide 
feveral others, the times of vhich cannot be de- 



- Ceefar, however, has giveen his pofltive testimony 
that the Britons had no coin'd money, makeing nfe 
of brafs rings, ^c.f and Gildas aaferts, ibat what- 
ever they had of brafs, filver, or gold, was raark'd 
wilh the image of Cserar.4- 

Many Irifti clerks came over to Engtetand, and, 
being efteem'd for their learning (which conGlled, 
it is prefume'd, chiefly in a knowlege of the fcrip- 
tures, the eKpofitors thereof, and [he ancient ta- 
thers), were prefer'd to bifliopricks, and abbeys. 
King Oswald, in 635, fs we learn from Bede, who 
had, in banilhinent, receive'd the facniment of bap- 
tifm among the Scots ft. e. Irifh), fent to the 
elders of that nation, defireing they would lend him 
a bilhop, which they did. This was Aidan, a man 
of finguiar moeknefs, piety, and moderation, to 
whom the king ^pointed his episcopal fee in the 
ile of Liiidisbrn ; and, being unilcilful in the En- 
gldfti tongue, the king, when he preach'd tu the 
people, ufe'd to interpret for him. From that time, 
■SeeLhurd, apwtLewii, ea. t<3^<:^'''3r, B.O. +Ct. 
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be fays, many of the Scots began d»yly to come 
ioto Britain, and, with great devotion, to preach 
Ibe word of fiuih to thofe provincees over which 
Oswald reiga'd. Churches were ereded in feveral 
placeesi potfesfions were giveen, of the kingi 
bounty, to build monasterys ; the Engleifh, great 
and fmall, were, by ifaeir Scotifh mutera, inflru&ed 
in the rules and obrervance of rt^lar discipline ; 
for moll of them that came to preach, were monks,* 
Maildnlftu, the founder of Malnaeibury, in 675, 
was, iikewife, a Scot of Ireland. It is, therefor, fuf- 
5ciently protable that thefe Irifh prielb taught the 
Saxons their letters ; between which and the Saxon, 
there is a confiderable affinity ; whereas, odroiling 
the Britons capable of doing thi^ thenifelves, it can- 
not be prov'd that their characten at all refemble'd 
the Saxon, as, if they be able to produce a manu- 
fcript, or tnfcriplion of the fixth century, as they 
pretend they are, it wil, induhitablely, turn out to 
be in the lloman letters of that time. 

When Coinvalch (or Cenwalcb), king of the Weft. 
Saxons, was, in 650, r^nflsteed into the kingdom, 
there came into his province, from Ireland, a cer* 
tain ponti^ by name A^lbcrt, by nation, veryly, a 
Gaul (or Frank), but then haveing remain'd no 
fmall time in Ireland, for the fake of learning the 
ferq)tnres, join'd himfelf to the king, asfumeing the 
miniiteiy of [treadling: whofe erudition and tndus< 
try, the king feeing, afk'd him (an episcopal fes 

• as,c.«. 
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being tliere accepted) to tarry a poniif to his na< 
tion: vho, asfenting to his prayers, prefideed over 
the famo nation, by facenlotal right, for many 
years. At length (he king, who knew ondy the lan- 
guage of the Saxons, weary of his babsarovs 
SPESCHiTubintroduce'd iuto the province another 
billiop of his own tongue, hy uame Viri, and him* 
felf onlain'd in Gaul ; and, dividciog the province 
into two parithM, ofTer'd to this an episcopal feat 
in the city Venta, which from the nation of tha 
Saxons is calt'd Vtataacaeitir (now Winchester) : 
Whence AgUbert being grievously offended, that the 
Jung fhould && in this matter without conrulting 
him, relurn'd to Gaul, and (the bithoprick of the 
cily of Paris being at^cpted) there dye'd an (AA 
man, and ful of days.f 

The Saxons arnve'd in 449, as "1It> of t^^ Bri* 
tons, whom, haveing firft defeated their enemys, 
they drove, after many a fierce engagement, into 
the mountainous parts of the Weft of En^cland, 
where they have been fufler'd to rainain. Hough 
Ihefe treacherous ftraiigers are not known to have 
faiTHight over with them books or letters, or, in 
ftort, any ki7>d of literary ftock, while they conti- 
nae'd pagans, they were unquestionable) y a brave 
and warlike nation, but, upOu their con\'erfion to 

" In the oiigiinl, " perli^fiu iarbara-loquela." Thii bttr 
bannii jargon would f«m to have been fauin, wbioh the 
Sszon monarcha had nai yei acquitc'd. 

tBede.H.fi. L.S,C.r. 

I. 
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Chnstianity, Hmr kings became monks, the peopit 
cowBrdi and flavesi unable to defend tbemrelvesi 
and a prey to every mvadeer. The fame effefis 
bad, not long before, been atlready produce'd upon 
the Romans, as they have, in modem times, upon 
the Mohawks, who, iji confequejice of a certain 
change, have loft all that was valuable in their 
national character, and are become the moft de- 
fpicable tribe that is left unextirminateed. It wil 
be in vain to expeft any proofs of genius from fuch 
a favage and degradeed people, if, as Warton pre- 
tends, " the tales of the Scandinavian fcalds," Oou- 
riOi'd among the Saxons, who fucceeded to ihe 
Britons, and became posfels'd of Engleland in iht 
fixth century, may be jufily prefume'd,* they had 
been Toon loft, as neither veftige, nor notice, is pre- 
ferve'd of them in any ancient wiiteer. They had 
a fort of poetry, indeed, a kind of bombaft, or in* 
fane, profe, from which it is very difficult to bo 
distinguifli'd, Alfred, it muft be confefs'd, a great 
prince, but a wretched bigol, upon the testimony of 
bis cbaplaiut or confesfour, who wrote his life, 
though he allows him to have remain'd Illiterate, 
through the unworthy ncgle^, for Ihame ! of his 
parents and nurfees, until twelve yi^ars of age or 
upward ; fays that the Saxon poems, being by day 
and night an attentive auditor, very often hearing 
from the relation of others, being docile, he re- 
tain'd by heart."-)- He bad even furm'd a manual, 
*. I, eS, S. fArier, 10. 
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or common-place-book, call'd, in Sftxoo, his bonb- 
bec, in which were rev«ral pieceea of po«try by- 
St. Aldhelm, who [dye'd in 709, and] Aiccdsfutly 
cultivate&l that ftudyi and patticularly a fong he 
had made, which in the time of Aifer was flil 
fung by the vulgar,* He translateed the eccle- 
Castical history of Bede, Orofiuses Ormata mundi, 
Boetiua de ctrnfolatione philofopkia, pope Grpgoryi 
Pojfforale, and the Pfalvu of David, from Latin 
into his vemacitlar tongue. It has been pretended, 
allfo, thai he pay'd the fame attention to jETops 
&ble3, but this requires authority. Venerable Bede, 
who dye'd in 731-1 had been a prodigy of Icamingi 
but only displa/tl hia talents in Latin ; at the com- 
mencement of Alfreds reign, in S64, according to 
his own declaration, " There were very few on this 
tide the Humbcr that could uoderAand their dayly 
prayers in Eo^eilh, or translate any letter from the- 
Latin. I think," he adst " there were not many 
beyond theHuraber; they were fo few, that i, in- 
deed, cuinot recoiled one Tingle inllance on iha 
foutb of the Thames, when i asfume'd the king- 
dom." f-^" Before every thing," he fays, "had been 
rflv^e'd and burn'd by the DaneSf the churches, 
through all the Englilh nation, flood ful of vesfels, 
and books, and priests. Of the ufe of their books, 
* W. Malma. 343. Aifer fayt it was a colleciion of houn, 
■nd pfalms, and praycra, which he carr/d in his bofom day 
anditighc He laja nothii^ of Aldhelm. 
t Plebcc 10 the PatUr^t, bj bimlelf. 
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howerer, they knew very UUIe,' as tKey nere not 
. writen in the language wbieb they Ipoke. So that 
tbou^ they might fee their treafures, they were 
nnaUe to explore t)iem."* 

The Saxon language, after havetng been cor- 
rnpted by the Danes, who fpoke a tongue of distant 
alGnity, began to be inreSed, by the Norman- 
Prench, before the conqueft of Engleland. We are 
told by Ingulph, thnt " Edward the confesfor, bom 
in Engleland, but brought up, and tarrying a very 
long time in Normandy, had allroOA become a 
Frenchman, bringing over, and attracting, a great 
many from Normundy, whom, being promoteed to 
various dignitys, he raife'd very high.+.,,The whole 
land, therefor, being inlroduce'd under Ihc king, 
and the Normans, began to dismift the Englcifh 
castoms, and, in many things, to imitate the man- 
ners ol the French ;' the Gailick idiom, that is, all 
Ihegreai men in their courts to fpeak ; their char- 
tersand deeds to make; and their own custom in 
thefc, and many other things, to be aOiamc'd of." 
All the charters granted to Croyland by the En- 

' * Ibi, There i> but one (mgte mniance, nnd thtt in prole, 
eztuit in Ibe Saion dialoft; it is ihc t^end of Apalloniui of 
Tyre, and has been Uanslaiecd from the Latin, in the library 
of Bcnnet-coUc^. 

■f- Cervde of Tilbuiy lays, he was educaleed with the doke 
«f Neufliia. (NammidyJ, for that, imonB the mod noble En- 
gki(h, I cimam pievail'd to brins up their fona with the 
Freot^, for ibc ufe of urns, and takeing amy tkc baibuifm 
of Ibdr native lanpMee. (OtUimperialia). 
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gtnfh kings, according to tlus learned abbot, wen 
vriten in the Saxon band " until thefe otir ttmet," 
lie fays, " which partly were writen two ways, aa 
wel in the French hand, as in the Saxon, For the- 
Saxon, by all the Saxons and Mercians, until the 
times of king Alfred, who by the French doctors 
was excellently inftruAed, ufe'd in all cbii/^raphsj 
from the time of the fay'd lord ihu kii^, had be- 
come vile by disufe ; and the French hand, becaufe 
more legible, and very delectable to the fighl, ex- 
cel'd, more frequently, from day to day, pleafe'd 
unong all the Engteifti."" He fays further, that.a 
few years before the lire in lO^l, he took out of 
the cbartary feveral cliirographs, wrilen in a Saxon 
hand, of which they had duplicates and triplicates, 
and deUver*d them to the chantor dom Fulmar, to 
be preferve'd in the cloifter, for teaching the 
younger monks to learn the Saxon hoJid, foiasmucb 
as fttcfa letter, for a long time, bycanlb of the Nw- 
mans, now ncgleAcd, had become vile, and was 
now known but to a few elders ; that the younger, 
ioflruAed to read this letter, might be the mon 
apt, ID their old Hge, to alledge the muniments of 
th«r monastery against its adverfarys."f 

The Saxon natives, a fpiritiefs and cowardly 
race, who had been long accustom'd to the con- 
quest and ascendency of every neighbouring nation 
which thought proper to invade them, as the Scots, 
for infiance, the Pids, and the Danes, ibe lali of 
• tti s). t »<• «• 
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w^iich h&d ftctnaUy takeea ptnfesrion of the crown 
and kingdom of £iigleland, and held it for feveral 
reigns, were, after ^le Norman conquefl, reduce'd 
U> a ftate of bafeneiis and fervility. They had been 
deprive'd of their native landlords, who were for- 
feited, banilh'd, and put to death ; and their efiates 
confiscaleed, by the rapacioiu Normans; they had 
been deprive'd of tbeir laws, and a final attempt 
was now made to abolilh their language. This, 
lioweveT, though great pains were takeen to enforce 
it, did Dot entirely fuccecd, owcing, chiefly, it may 
be, to the Cupidity of the Saxon peafants.* From 

* It would, DO doubt, have been i gloriou) mailer (or a 
conquet'd and en4ave'd people to boaft, chat, after thtf had 
loA (he l\iccesrion of theit native Ibvenigiis, iheir laws, thai 
posresTums, thnr eftaut and pn>pertf,anitavcry ihingiin (hon 
that wu reallf valuable, tbey were penniled to prcfcrve theii 
laneuage, and continue a ncagre, itiA barren jargon, which 
wu incapable of dischirgeing its tiinctiom ; this, in U£t, was 
the onlf mafureof die Nonnan tpanla which wa* adapted to 
the benefit of iheii conquer'd tai^eBsi and in ihli alone they 
were unfuccefaliil ; neither, on the conliaiy, did the Saxtm 
commonalty retain their primitive tongue : they got, indeed, a 
tUibuom mixture of Saxon, Itanifb, Nonnan, and one knows 
not what, which wai no more Saxon than FienGh, and is now 
known by the name of Engldfh, a term fonnetly fynonitaotn 
with Sainn. 

Heame, indeed, contends that " the introduction of the 
French tongue was of very great dEsadvantage. It brought a 
iiaala," he fays, " oF the fcriptuies, which having been t/ant. 
lated into Saxon, were commonly read among the vulgar, 'till 
after the Noimans came among us, who did all Aey could 
{MMfiblT' lodeftitiy every thing that look'd like Saxos; and 
yet Ibef were not able lo bring their ill dcfisn to peffectioD." 
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the time of this conqueft, the king, ahd the iio' 
bility, md the bifliops, suil moll of tlie regular 
cle^y, and every man, in Ihort, of landed property, 
the whule kingdom haveing been parcel'd out in 
kni^ta fees, under the feudal law, which tras now, 
for the firit time, introduce'd inta tlie country, wer« 
Normans, and fpoke the French, fo that, long be- 
fore his death, and ever aftenvard, we do not once 
meet with the name of one fingle Saxon noblemaii) 
nor is there a Tingle femily now ftouriltiingt however 
high in rank and opulence, that can prove a dcTceut 
from the Saxon times, by authentick documents ; 
all were ruin'd, exile'd, decapitateed, or reduce'd 
to poverty, wretchedneft, and distrefs : fo that, i'n 
fad, like the Pifts, they feem to have been cut off, 
all at once, by a tingle blow, without any progeny 
being left to reprefent them. " At length," fayi 
Ingulph, the Normans " fo abominateed the En- 
gleifh, that, whcnfoever they excel'd in merit, tbey 
were driveeo from their dignitys, and much lefs 
able foreigners, of whatfoever other nation which 
is under heaven they were, would be takeen wil- 
ingly. The very idiom, even, they fo much abhor'd, 
that the laws of the land, and the ftatutes of the 

(Prebce (o Unpoft, P. uii.) The \ob ruinin'd b; the vut- 
fu of their Sxion verfion, woald have been eCfectuillr reme- 
dj'i bj the Latin vulpte, whicb the pridb coniinac'd to ex- 
plain to tlion in iheii Tnaicubr idiom (for, m ftO, iture wai 
no French tnndaiiofi o( the bitde)i_ud the rodiDg at It 
nti(ht hare ooiaribaEcEd to the knowi^eftb* Latin tfiocus. 
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Engleiih kii^, were treated in ihe French Uuf 
guage:* and to boys, ;illio, io TchooU, the graniioa- 
tjcal principles of letters were deliver'd in French, 
and not in En^eiHi ; the Engleiih mode, aliro, of 

* The onely laws promulgalccd by the conquerour in Noi- 
tDan-Fintch, are thofc thiE were found iu » fingle MS. of In- 
gnlph, DOW dcftrOf'il, (a bUnk fpace being left in other copyt 
foi their infenioDiJ and have been printol by Selden, in FuU 
mans edition, and by Wilkini in LL, SaxonicO!. if thdi law* 
be genuine, a foft which is noE intended lo be distucb'd, tbef 
nufl have been proclaitn'd, one would thinl, in the Saios 
langiuiee, beingtheoldliwsof ihelungiGDuTin Edward, as he 
layi, and intended for ibc benefit of hii newly acquire'd Saxon 
fabjefh; and this Moman verfioo mufl be a work of laleer 
tima, by finnc monk, who prefer'd to gtt Ibom tisnalateed 
foi him by another who undeiftood the Saion toDgue, fu|^ 
pofdng bini not lo have done it for himlelf. But it feenu, m. 
denl that Ihe copyift of ihe MS. ufe'd by fit Henry SaTile, had 
been unable to write tbeSaion character, and, theTelbr,oblige'<l 
to leave 3 blank, and a Noinian monk, after Ingolphs death, 
would naturally prefer hia nalite tongue. Thtfe laws, no doubt, 
afford a very ancient fpecimcn of the Nomian-Ftcnch ; but it 
is the heighih of abfurdity to imagine that he would have re* 
ftore'd ihcm to hia Saxon fubjeda, in a language ihey did not 
undciflaad ; panicularly, as we find in Wilkins (P. aao), that 
on other occaiions, he had no objection lo make ufe of theii 
own idiom. The laws in Latin, which immediately follow the 
above, are, like muiy others, a manifr:fl: foigery. Thue an, 
in faEt, leveral charters ot the conquerour, in the Saion lan- 
guage, ftil eitant' [hough the vulgu Engleifh, at that period, 
feema to have been eifcntially diftecnt. Wdliam of Idalma- 
bury, idaleing the death of Aldnd, oichbifbop of York, iriw 
fucceeded in loeo, and dye'd in lose, fayi, thai (he tianknefa 
of his mind (hone very cleat in one expresQon, which, he ada, 
" i wil gne in Engleiih, bycaule latin woid* do not anfncr, 
iikcibc Englcifli to the rime." One Uifus, who had been ap- 
pmnted, by the king, flieiif of Worcester, havcing, in tha 
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vriteingwas oitfited, »nd the French mode adopted, 
in all charters and books."* 

Henry of Huntingdon, rjelateing the death of 
William ibe conquerour, fays, that, " now the Nor- 
mans had accomplifh'd thejullwil of the lord oyer 
the nation of the Engles ; nor was tliere fcarce any 
chief of the pro^ny of the Engles in Engjeland, 
but all weie reduce'd to llavery and furrow: fo that 
it 7«g ^ disgrace to be caU'd an Engleilhman.f 

<* Ei^land," in the wordi3 of William of Malmes- 
bury, ctmtenipoi^Ty with Henry the archdeacon, 
" i* nu4e the habitatioff of fjtrangei's, and the do- 
minion of aliens. No Engleilhman," he fays, " at 
this day, is either duke,4- or bifhop, or abbot. The 

etction of hi( culle, commited a ilui&n« to the monlo, uid 
their complaiiit bdng brought before (be vchtufliop, ts puron 
of Uiute,lK, ulboDjiMhelaiT thelherif, ■inck'dhim with 
tbcfs wepdii 

"HateflthooSUrfe? 
Have ihou gods ctiile!" 
which is, ceminlr, the moll indeat wd Mitheo^ «*>■£« «^ 
tile Eogleifli tongue, nu bdog pu(« Saxon, thai we )ue able CO 
ncover. rDegistiipontifiaan,L.3,P.^7l.) 

*QOi. Robert Holeot, ■> quoteid by Selden, Id his noiea to 
Eadmer, fays, that the conquerour " deUkbateJidhowbe might 
ileftrof ibe Saion langiu^, and accord Engldind aad Nor. 
Btfodjr in idnm." 
1 370. 

4- In the original 3ux, but there was no dake in this lui^ 

dom before the elcveolti year of king Ed ward the third, when 

he creataid hii eldeft foii duke of CothwhIL. Ancient wrilebi 

i t. (. Do'ft thou caU ihyfelf. 
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new-comeers every where eat up die riches and 
bowels of Engleland."* 

Robert of Gloucester, in his rude provindal 
rimes, fays of this king William : 

" He yef londes in Engeload that lyghtlyche 
cam therto, 

That yut lier eyrs holdeft a londe mony on ; 

And deferyted mony kundemen, th&t be hulde 

So that the mefte del of hey men that in 
Engelond beth, 

Beth ycome of the Normans, as ye noa yn 
fMh: 

And men of rely^on of Normandye alfo ; 

So that vewe.contreyes beth in Engelonde, 

"Hiat monckes nabtieth of Normandye fom- 
thyng in her honde/'f 

John Roui), who thofigh not an ancient authour) 
may have been acquainted with ihe work of one, 
remarks, that " From the conquelt the Engleifh were 
every where trod under-foot, and, for a trivial of- 
fence, or Done at all, moll cruelly afflided ; and, 
U ihe begining o^Henry the firfl, the Engleilh were 
held in the greateft deteBCalion."+ William, the 
onely fon of thb Henry, who was drown'd in the 
chanel, had boafted that, if ever be fliould receive 

ofe dm and comn indiffcrcntlr. GeoSiey 
of BiiUny, a as ficqucnlly called earl. 

• 4M». t BOB. -1- 13B. 
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ilDintmon over the Engles, he would moke them 
draw the plough like oxen.* 

After this, how ftrange and weak a thing it was 
that To great a man as fir Henry Spelraan, Ihould, 
for the fake of a pityful, forenfick, qviibble, main- 
tain that the name of comquestor, aafume'd by, or 
beftow'd upon, William duke of Normandy, who 
routed the Saxon army in a pitcb'd battle, and 
flew their native king, fignifys, not conquerow, in 
historical language, but acquifitor, or purchafer, va 
the feudal Jargon : forgeting, or contemning not 
onely the old historians, but even the old Leonine: 
" Guhdmus rex Anglorum, bello conquestor eorum." 

It was flil more weak and puerile in fir William 
Blackftone, in a more enlighten'd age, to adopt fuch 
a groundiefs idea ; though naturally enough to be 
expeded from an ignorant reviewer. 

"At more than a century after the conquef),"iti3 
fuppofe'd, " both the Norman and Engiiib languages 
would be heard in the houfes of the great; fo that, ' 
probably, about this xra, or foon after, ne are to 
date that remarkable intercoram unity and exchange 
of each others compofition?, which'we discover to 
have taken place at fome early period between the 
French and Englilfa minftrels : the fame fet of 
phrafes, the fame fpecies of characters, incidents, 
and adventures, and often the fame identical Aories 
being found in the old metrical romances of both 

' •T.Wairuigham, 444} H. de Knf ghton, aSj 83 ; the Utter 
fkca W, of Malniesbuiy. 
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nadons."* This, though it could not, poffiblely, 
take place at fo early a period, nor more than a 
century afier, h, by no means, to be wonder'd at, 
as the Engleilh minftrels, being far inferior, in 
geiuus and invention, to the French or Norman 
frouverei, were oblige'd to content themrelves with 
translateing whiit had allready become celebrateed, 
and they were unable to emulate. It is, at the 
fame lime, a grofs misreprefentation and impofltion, 
however confidently, or plaufiblely, asferted or >B- 
jinuateed, that any one Engleilh minfirel-fomancfl' 
was ever translateed into French. 

That William the bastard, his fon Rufus, hi> 
daughter Maud, or his nephew Stephen, did, or 
Could, fpeak the Anglo-Saxon or Engleilh language 
we have no information. The Saxon chronicle ended 
in the lalt of thefe reigns, but, bdng impcrieft to- 
ward the conclulion, it is not certainly known how 
low it was actually brought; and .flil lefs at what 
age it commence'd. King Henry the fecond, in his 
progrefs to Wales, was addrefs'd by a Angular cha- 
racter " in Teulonica Hngua," very good Engleilh^ 
it would feem, and, it may be allfo, very good Ger- 
man, at leafl for the time : the three firft words of 
the fpeech delivei'd (t^l that is gjveen in that lan- 
guage) being " Code olde kinge !" The kii^ himfdf 
{peaks French .+ 

In this reign, it is malt probable, Layamon, ^e 
priell, made his. translation, in the fUle of Saxon 
•Bi/^aiitlitMdaamiii/lTtk,iisL f '• Brampton, MTA 
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poeliy without rime, from th« Brut of maUtn 
Wftce ; whicb KiTonU a llnnge ami Angular nix* 
ti»e of the SaxoJi ftnd NormaD idioms, both appa- 
natly much corrupted, Tit'u curious work exhibit! 
tbe progrefs of the £ngleilh language, properly fo 
cdl'diKs we now havs it, in its dawn or iulancy, if 
one may ufn fuch an expresfion. 

Th£ change of Saxoo into Engleilh, however, 
was, probftblely, Ail more npid, as the Saxoa chro- 
nicle tenniiiateiiid in the reigu of king Stephen, who 
dye'd iu 11&4, and, in fifteex years after, we 
ha~ve Engleilti rinles by St. Godtic.'a hermit at 
~ Fiuchal, who dye'd in IIJO; though, it mull be 
cunGefa'd, there aie fpecimens, of a lateer period, 

. According to William of Malmesbury, in the 
tiiae of kiug Henry.the Ri&, the whole language of 
ihe Northkumbriaos, and oioft of all in Yoik, 
acdt'd fo fudeJy, that tltfy of the fbuth eouli 
underfiand nothifig of it: whjott hapen'd oq acc»imt 
M the vicinity oj' burharoH* nadoa^,* and. ^e ra- 
MOUmefy of tbe k^, formerly EngleiJli, ll^^ Nor* 
tmxt, " w^o arp known" be fayi, " to (bjours morp 
to the foutb thtui to the SQrtl)>t 

Girald Barry, too, wbo re£dee|d frequently at ^bo 
court of kiug Henry the fecond, fays of tbe vulgar 
Eogleiih idiom of hit own time; "As in thefoutheip 
borders of Engleland, and efpecialty about Devon- 
fliire, the Ei^leifh language feems, at this day, rather 
* us. t Tbe Vita Mid (he Scot*. 
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discompofe'd, it, Devcrtfaetefs, Tcentii^ tai more . 
of antiquity (the northern parla by the frequent ir- 
ruptions of the Danes and Norw^jians, beit^ greatly 
corrupted), ob^erres more the propriety, and an- 
cient mode, of fpeakit^: of which, i^lfo, not argu- 
ment onely, but, likewife, certuoty you may have, 
that all the Engleilh books of Bede, Rabanus, king 
Alfred, or others whorafoever, you wil find writen 
under the propriety of this idiom."* This Teems to 
defcribe the Saxon, into which Alfred translateed 
Bcdes ecclefiastical history, and many other Latin 

" Hiis apayring of the birihe tonge," fays Hig- 
den, " is by caufe of tweye thinges : oon is for 
children in fcole, ayenes the ufage and raaner of 
alle other naceonns, beth compelled for to leve her 
owne langnge, and for to conflrewe her lesfouns aiid 
her thingis a Frenfche, and bavelh lithtbe that the 
Normans come firft into England. AUfo gentil- 
mennes children beth ytaught for to fpeke Frenfche, 
from the tyme that they beth rokked in her era- 
del, and kunneth fpeke and playe with a childea 
brooche. And uplondiflimcn wole likne hemfelf to 
genti] men, and fondeth with grete birynefTe for to 
fpeke Frenfche, for to be the more ytold of."-f- 
Trevifa, the translator, in his addition to this pas- 
foge, allows that though " This maner was mych 

• Girald, Cambria dtfcriptio, C. 0. He means pucc Suoa, 
and nol the iaiEim of hii own time. ■ 

f lyiwbttU Chauttr, tV, 99. 
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•yufe'd to ftire the firft moreyn," it was " fiththe 
fom del ychaui^ed. So that now", he fays, " the 
yere of our lord a thoufaiid tbre hundrd four Tcore 
and fyve, in all the gramer Tcoles of Englond, chil- 
dren leveth Frenfch, and conftrueth and tcmetll 
an Englifch."* 

King Richard is never known to have uttei^d a 
fingle Engleifh word, unlefs one m^ rely on the 
evidence of Robert Mannyng for the exprefs words, 
when of Ifaac king of Cyprus, " O dele," faid the 
king, " thb is a fole Breton." The latter expres- 
fion feems proverbial, whether it allude to the 
Welfl), or to the Arraoricans ; becaufe Ifaac was 
neither by birth, though he might be hoth by folly. 
Many great nobles of Engleland, in this century, 
were utterly ignorant of the Englwlh language ; a 
remarkable inftance is relatctd by Brompton of 
William bilhop of Ely, chancellor, chief justiciary, 
and prime- minister, to Richard, and, certainly, at 
one time, the greatefi, at another, the lead, in the 
kingdom, who did not know a nOrd of it.f 

• Tyrwhitts Chmtctr, IV, us. 

f A fpccimcD of Engldlb poetry, appamitly, of the Ubk 
age 11 ftt£em'd by Bcnedifi abbot lA PetotoroDgh (CM}, 
Roger de HoTCdcQ (078), and in (he nunuTcript chRmicle of 
luiCFCofc : " In tbi9 year (llOo)," fap the firnner, '• WM fiil- 
Sl'd that prophecy, which, of idd was foond writcii in ftonc 
tables, ncai the lown of the Idog of Engleland, which is oill'd 
Here; irtiich Henry [the feconf], king of Englelind, had 
giveJn to Randal [r. William]. Fitz-Stepben, in which the 
Eunc Randal [Williain] boilc a new houfe, in ihc pinnacla 
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. " Our oadon," fay king Johns embaaTadours, to 
king Admiral of Itlorocco, " is leam'd in three 
idioms, that is to Cay, Latin, FrtTich, and Engleifit."* 
There-is no fpecimen of the EngleJIh language in 
thu reign. It m\A, however, have, been makeing 
its prt^refs, as in the reign of his Ton and fuc- 
cesrour, Henry the third, we find it, to a certain 
degree, mature and perfcd. This, if we t^e the 
year 1188, the penultimate of Henry the fecond, 
when the, work of Layamun may be thought to 
have been finifh'd (the manufcript itfelf b«ng of a 
not much laieer date), ai>d the year 137S,f when 
, Bobert of Gloucester Cflmpleleed his rimeing chro- 
nicle, no more than a fingle century, ynu find an 
entirely different appearance, with a confiderable 
d^ree of rou^ energy, and a tolerablely fmooth, 

whereof lie place'd the effigy of a hart, which is beline'd Co 
hiTGbeen done, thai this praphecj might be fnl51'd,inwblGh ' 
itisIVt: 

" WhtD thu fees in Here hetl yieretj 
Than fulen Engles in three be ydeled, 
TliM an into YrUnd a1 to late waie. 
That other into Pulllc mid pnide bileve, 
The ihriddc inio Airhahea herd zU widcen dncbegiD." 
Ju the infcripticni wis fet up irticni the hovfe wm bailt, be- 
. fore the donh of Hemy the fcxntid, in liso, it may be regwded 
a* a \tif anciaU and finguUr ipecinen of the EngleiOi lan- 
COogo, «riijcb had sot -jet, it wonld feem, at leaft univeriUIr 
adapted rime to what it call'd poeliy ; thougti the example ^t>[ 
. St. Godrlc,'allit>dy incnCkHi'd, wit ferve to pn»e thK it wa« ' 
not alltogetbei diaute'd even at lb caily a pcnod. (Sec BiiUo- 
thtca potlica, 1B09.) 
• M, Fada, 304. 
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-and accurate, metre, for th« time, though it u g»- 
nerally thought to be conceive'd in a proviacial 
dialed, and, in that care, may afford a fat from 
&vourable fpectmen of the EngleiHi, even at that 
time. 

The king of Etigtetand flil adbere'd to the Nor- 
man French, as far as one may rely upon Robert 
of Bninne, a good evidence in general, and who 
hail the opportunity, in this inflance, of knowing 
his authours precife meaning, they refideing onely 
at a Ihort distance from each other ; 

" The kyng faid on hie, " SymoK,jeo rou d^ !" 
We never know him to fpeak a word of Engleilh. 
Ilie )aft long expiieing efforts of the Saxon lan^ 
guage were mode in the forty-third year of tliis 
reign (1358-9), in the fhape of a writ to his fub- 
je^ in Huntingdon (hi re, and, as it is there lay'd, 
to every other in the kingdom, in fupport of the 
Oxford proviAons. Certain it is, that this once &• 
mous language hod allready become obfolete, and 
uttBily incapable of dischargeing its functions, being 
no longer either writen or fpokeen : and " There," 
as the worthy lord Balcarras exprefs'd himfelf, at 
the clofe of his final fpeech, on the disfolation of 
the Scotiih parliament, " b the "end of an auld 
fang." 

King Edward the firft generally, or, according to 

Andrew of Wyntown," conliantly, fpoke the French 

language, both in the council and in the field, many 

• Sc* II, 40, re, M, 07> 
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of his layings in thai idiom being recordeil by our 
old historians. When, in the council at Norham, 
in 1291-a, Anthony Beck b»4, as it is fay'd, prove'd 
to the lung, by reafon and eloquence, that Brus 
vras too dangerous a neighbour to be king of Scot- 
land, bis majesty reply'd, " Par kfang de dieu voKC 
aoesbien efchante;" and, accordingly, adjudge'd the 
crown to BaJllot ; of whom, refufeing to obey his 
fummons, he afterward fay'd, " A <x fol ftttm tel 
folic fats ! S'U ne vouif venir a noat, iu>ta viendrotu 

There is but one inAanceof his fpeaking Engleilh; 
which was when the great fultan fent embasfadours, 
after bis asfasfi nation, to protell that he had no 
knowlege of it. Thefe, Handing at a distance, 
adore'd the king, prone on the ground.; and Ed- 
ward fay'd in Engleilh (" w AngUco" ), " You, 
indeed^ adore, but you Utile love, rae :'■ nor uu- 
derllood they his words, becaufe they fpoke to him 
by an interpreter.f 

King Edward the fecoiid, likewife, who marry'd 
a French princefs, ufe'd, bimfelf, the French tongue, 
Sir Henry Spelman had a manufcript, in which was 
a piece of poetry intitle'd, " De U roi Edward k 
^fiiroi Edward, U chai^on qu'il fill raefmes;" which 
lord Orford was unacquainted with. His fon, Ed- 
ward the third, atlways wrote his letters, or dis- 
patches, in French, 'as we tind them preferve'd by 

• Sett 
tHen 



hyGoo*;;le 



ROMANCE AND MINSTRELSY. Ixxvii 
Robert of ATeibur^ ; and, in the early part of hia 
ragn (1338), even the Oxford fcholars were con- 
fine'd in converfatioit to Latin or Frencb.* That 
fpeech, however, Toon afterward began to decline. 
In the 36ih year of his reign (1362) an ad waa 
made, the preamble whereof ftates " For this that 
it is oftentimes fhew'd to the king, by the prelates, 
dukes, earb, barons, and all the commonalty, th« 
great mischiefs which' are come to many of the 
realm, for this that the laws, customs, and fiatutes, 
of the realm are not commonly known in the fame 
realni, becaule that they are pleaded, fhewn, and 
judge'd, in the French language which is too much 
unknown in the fay'd realm, fo that the peribns 
who plead, or are impleaded, in the courts of the 
king, and the courts of others have not underftand- 
ing, nor knowlege, of that which is fay'd for them, 
nor againft them, by tbeir ferjeants, and other 
pleaders, ^c. ordains that all pleas, which fhal be ' 
to plead in bis courts, be pleaded in the Engleifli 
loBgaage, and that [hey be enter'd and inroH'd in 
Latin ;" which was not much better nnderllood, it 
is piefume'd, by the fuitors, than the French. 

This famous ftatute, at the fame time, is itsfelf 
in French, which, in fafl, continue'd in ufe til the 
time of king Richard the third; and, if the ferjeants 
and lawyers ceafe'd to plead in that tongue, they, 
certainly, continue'd to write their year books, re- 
ports, abridgements, and fummarys, in the fume, 
• Wuion, 1, a, a. a. 
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even To late tu the laft century, in which chjef 
hfuoD Comyns compile'd his Digifi. It, likewir^ 
eoDtinue'J (o be ak'A \a the iqootiugs of tl)e ifu of 
court til 4 fill lat^r period, (bDugh it was, cer- 
taialy, puuifhAble to pronounce it properly." 

There is a finale infiaiice pixfene'd of lhi> mo- 
DUCJM ufe of the Engleifh Laciguage. lie appear'd, 
in i349, in a tournament at Caoterbury, with 4 
white fwan for bis iwptefs, and the li^llowii^ mott9 
iBfabroider'd po his Ihield : 

" H«y, bay, the wylhe fwan ! 

By gbdes foul, i am thy n>aD."t 
Lewis Beaumont, bilhop of Durban), IS}7, pn- 
derftood not a word of ntber Latin or ^ogleilh. |a 
reading the bul pf hjg ftppoi^tment, wbic^ he bad 
beeii taught to fpel for feveral days before, j^e 
ffaiiable'd upon the word ntttfopi^ici, wblcib h^ i^ 
vain endeavour'd ta prowuiice ; aodj Jiaveing ham- 
Uier'd over it a coafideraW« tim^, at 1^ cry'd out, 
io bis mother- tongue : " Sfit four dite t Parfiynt 
Laay*, U ne fu pv Offtoi q» ct^ ffu-pU i^ 

* Barrii^toni OhJinatUmi en the^aluta, OS, n. f v] 
f See Wutom Butny e/ £. jMa/fy, I, ftSl. He hal another, 
" ll il u it ia i" andtvay b«TC bad a third," Ha St. Eil^af^! 
Ha St. George !" 

4- Robert dE Gray Ttano, Anglia/acTa, 1, 701. " Take it ai 
by'd ! Bj St. LewB, be wai not very civil wbo wrote thii Wttcd 
liere." The country Ii::tiooltna«tais, in certain fmall viUsgeoi 
of the north, haverecouiTe to > fimilu cvaTion, nhen any ^ 
tfadr little pupili sie ftaggcr'd at a difTicult word; " It n a 
tftneth," faya Holofamsii " pa& it over." 
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Gower wrote much mora in French and Latin 
than ia Engteifh ; his Speculitm ineditantit is in the 
firft of thofe langua^ees ; his Vox cUmantii in th« 
fecond, and his Cca^et^o ammtU, though in th« 
third, B manifeft verfion from both. He even in- 
ferts pure French words in his Engletlh poetry ; for 
inftance : 

To ben upon his bien vena, 
The fidi, whiche ihall hiiu /ah." 

Fo. S5, b. 
" The dim not drede tail ne gumt/' 
Fo. 41, ^c. SfC. 
litis, too, was the cafe with Chaucer, thoi^h 
disputeed by mister Tyrwhitt,* who, however, al< 
lows, in another place that " our poets (nim ba**, 
generally, the principal (bare in modetiiy a huv- 
guage) found it there interell 1o borrow as many 
words as they, conveniemly, could from France, 
8fC. ifC.:"* Mhich is, certainly, as true of Chaucer, 
as of Gower, or any other poet; more especially 
in th«r translations, where, from a want of w«rdi, 
they take the French as they find it. A flrikeing 
proof of this fa^, in the cafe ef both Gower and 
Chaucer, is, that t^ey adi^ted the mode of French 
poetry, which ends one fiibjed, or fentence, with 
half the rime, and, be^ns abew onemthth^ other 
half; which few, if any iQthcc En^eilh p«els are, 
at teafl confianily, known to do. Nolhii^ ts 
more plauflble than Wartons opinion that Chaucer 
* Sec hii cditiOD of 7^ CanUrlmry tala, IV, 1, Q^c. 4S, 



Dpi .?d by Google 



Uxx DISSERTATION ON 

imitateed the Proven^l poeU; Am dremt, Theflower 
and the leaf, T%e a^embU of ladief. Tie ioafe >f 
Fame, and, it may be, others, are very much in 
the manner of the (roubadouri ; even the Roman de 
la Tofe is, apparently, an imitation of this kind; 
which, peradvcutiire, might rather fet him upon the 
tratulatioD. At any rate, the Engleidi language, 
fuch as it is, or is efteem'd to be, was by thefe 
means greatly enlarge'd, as wel as improve'd, in 
this reign, particularly by thofe two poets, not for- 
geting Robert of Brunne, to whom Warton has done 
great injustice, and Lawrence Minot, whofe merit 
he was a ftranger to. 

The firft infiance, of the Engleifli language, 
which mister Tyrwhitt had discover'd, in the parlia- 
mentary proceedings, was the confesfion of Thomas 
duke of Gloucester, in 13dS.* He might, however, 
have met with a petition of the mercers of London, - 
ten years earlyer.f The oldeft Eagleiih inlirument, 
produce'd by Rymer, is dateiid 1368 ^ but an in- 
denture in the fame idiom, betwixt the abbot and 
convent of Whitby, and Robert the fon of John 
Bustard, dateed at York, in 1343,t is the eariyeA 
known: the date of 1334, giveen in Whatleys 
translation of Rapins Acta regia (volume I, page 
394) being either a fallification, or a blunder, for 
1384, as appears by the Ficdera, whence it was 
takeen. 

•IV, as. t«'»'.p«rl-"I.3aJ. +VII, sao. 
3 ChulUma Htilonf oflflulbs, 147, 
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There is every reafon, indeed, to believe that the 
Engleifti langua|^, before the iaventioD of printing, . 
was held, by learned, or literary, men, in very 
little efteem. In the librapf of Glastonbnry-abbey, 
which bids fair to have been one of the mofl exletl- 
' five 'in the kingdom, in 124'8, there were but four 
books in Engteilh, and ihofe upon religious fubjeds, 
all, befide, " vetiuta 4* inutiUa."* We have not a 
fingle historian, in Engleifli profcj before the reign 
of Richard the fecond, when John Treviza trans- 
lateed the Polychronicon of Randal Higden. Boston 
of Bury, who feems to hare confulted all the mo- 
nasterys in Engleland, does not mention one ao- 
thour who bad writen in Engleifli ; and Bale, at a. 
lateer period, has, cotnparatively, but an infignifi- 
cant number : nor was Leland fo fortunate as to 
find above two or three Engleifh books, in the mo- 
nastick and other librarys, which he rummage'd, 
and cxplore'd, under the kings commisGon. Gower, 
indeed, wrote wcl, in all three languagees : Latin, 
French, and Engleilh ; and there is fufGcient reafoa 
to think that Chaucer, though he prefer'd his na- 
tive tongue, was wel acquainted not onely wilh the 
other two, but with the Italian, allfo, which was, ' 
at that time, little cultivateed in his mother- 
country. 

• Ji^ of (HsKooboiy, 49S. 
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i 3. ROMANCEE9. 

No romaitceea ara to be expeded unong tbc 
Britoni, at the time they posfefs'd the whole, or 
tbe greater part, of Britain, of which gera the pr»- 
fent Welfii ara unable to produce the flighted lite- 
rary TMtige, They ptetend, indeed, to have thft 
poeUB of ieveral bard* of the fixth century ; but 
they have oo &bulous adventurai, or tslea, in vcrfe, 
of any age i and ODoly a few, chiefly tramlations, 
beretofore fpccify'd, none of which can be prote'd 
aateriour to the thirteenth century. 

The Saxotti, of whofe learning or literature fome 
aCoouDt has been, allready^ ^veen, as wel as fame 
idea of their poetry, being, for the moft part, an 
ignorant and illiterate people, it wil be in vain to 
hope for proofii, among them, of genius, or original 
compofition, at kail, in their native tongue. In 
confeqaencoi no romance has been yet discover'd 
in Saxon, but a profe translation allready notice'd. 
So that if, as Warton pretends, the flourifliii^ of 
" the tales of the Scandinavian fcaldi amot^ tho 
Saxons," may be jufily prefume'd, it u certain th^ 
had been foon loft, aa neither vestige nor notice is 
preferve'd of them in any ancient writeer ; nor, in 
Sa&f would any but a ftupid fool, oi rask impostor^ 
imagine that any of thefe fuppofititious Scandina- 
vian tales exilled in the middle of the fifth cen- 
tury, when the Saxons fiift eftablilh'd themfelm in 
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Britain. HapreMndsilikevife, that "they imported 
vilh them into Engleland the old RunickJanguage 
Vld Inttersi" but whatever vestigees of either exifl 
in the norlbern parti of the kingdom are by mora 
learned nriteen attributeed to the Dane*.* 

Th« mafi ancient romance now extant in A« 
Engl^fh languagBt if it may be fo call'd, being a 
Arangei and apparently corrupt, mixture of Saxon 
and Norman, in the ftile of the Saxon poetry, 
without rime, ia a fort of licentious verfion, by one 
L^yamon, a prieft, at Emlye npon Sevetne, with 
great probahility about the time of Henry II. or 
Aicbsrd I, the raanufcript itsfelf being not lateer 
than the commencement, or, at leaft, the earlyer 
part of the thirteenth oantury ; chiefly, it feems, 
from the Bnt of wtaistn Waoe, Gace, or OafTe, 
which was itsfelf, in fame nksafure, a translation 
from Geoffrey of Moumouths BrUi/h history, and 
wat finifh'd in 1155. A curiutu fpeoimen of this 
lingular production may be red to great advantage 
in the ele^t " Specimens of early Englifli poetry," 
publiUi'd by Oeorga Ellis efquii«,t The original ia 
in the Cotton-library (Claudius. A. IX) : in which 
invaluable collection was formerly a latecr, and 
modorni&'d, copy (Otbot C. X)l|)i Miifortunately 
deftroy'd in tiia draadful fire which hapen'd, in 
that Invduftble repofitory, 1731. A fpeclmep of it, 

■ I, e i, b. The Rooldc cfasncters e* lilbit pnwft of Quif- 
Utaltj, wat matt, conlbqiieiidr, be very late^ and aic, jwoba- 
Utiy, fi>iE«'<l- t Seel, 01. 
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however, ii luckyly preTerve'd in Wanleyi catilogue 

of Saxon MSS. 

Our king Richard the firll, in the firft, as we are 
told by Du Verdier, frequented the court of Ray- 
mond Berenger, or'Berenguier, count of Provence, 
the lall of that name, and there fel in love with 
Leonore, or Helyonne, oi<e of the four daughters 
of that count, whom he, afterward, many'd; this 
prince^ fent him " tm beau rontant, en rime Pr»- 
venfalle, det omourt de Blaaditt de CorvaUle Sf de 
Gmlhen de Myremas, dei beaux faictt ^antuM qu'ilt 

^reni Can poar la belie Bryatide, Sf I'aufre pour la 
belle Irlande, dame* ifmcomparable beauti.-"* unfor- 
tunately now loA, 

He had either a fervant, or a friend, name'd 
Blondel de NeDe, who was a minflrel, and disco- 
ver'd the king, in the imperial prifon, by fingiiig , 
under bis window thehalf of a Proven^ fongof his 
own corapolition, and, paufeing, the royal prifoner 

* BililioUi^gut, nil ; Noatredime, Les via det ptUa Pro- 
venfaiix,iiJi,V.i*o. Cresdmbeni [O, s) telalhefuneftoiy, 
and ada ihu the king, when prifoDcr,coinpofe'dfoiiQeti,*riikh 
be fcnt to Beatrix, the futer of lh» Lronon. It a wcl known, 
however, (hat he actoall; mairy'd Beiengaiia daugtuer (tf 
Sancho king of Navane; though rome love-aflkii, between him 
and one of the princelica of Pmiaice, ra»j ncveitbelcfi have 
takeen place. It may be obfove'd, at tile fame time, that ' 
Rtcbard call of Cornwall, king oS the Romani, brother ta 
Hem; III. actuallj many'd Sancbia, daughter of Rirmoad 
carl of Provence, and that he ii, occafknially, confounded bj 
fbicignnriieenwilbRicbaidl. Another dinghta of Ri^iiKMid 
wai many'd to Hem; III. 
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AiRg ihe other; which certify'd Blondel where he 
was confine'd, and enable'd his fubje^ to obtain 
bis ranfom. The fong is fiil extant. This gallant 
tnoiiarch, himfelf a celebrateed poet, as wcl in 
Norman, as in Provencal, was the fiibje^l of feveral 
Tomanceea. Leland found the " Hutoria tie Ri- 
carda rege, carmine fcripta," iu the library of Croy- 
land-abbey;* and in that of the abbey of Glaston-j 
buiy, in 1248, were the " Gesta Ricardi' re^sier'd. 
Both thefe, iio doubt, were a romance, or two dif- 
ferent romancees, in the French language, A copy 
of the fame poem, or fome other on the fame fub- 
jeCt, is in the hbrary of Turin; and in the national 
library at Paria (formerly the Bibliothegue da rot, 
7532). is the " HiitMrede Richard rMdAngkierre 
if de Maquemore dlrlande, en rime," fo. This 
Maquemort is Dermond Mac Morough, king of 
Ldnlleri who, haveing ravifli'd the wife of O'Rory, 
kii^ of Letbcoin, daughter of Melaghlin Mac Col- 
mao, king of Leinfler, and being, on that account, 
attack'd by Aoderick o'Conor, king of Connaught, 
implore'd, and oblain'd, the asfisEaoce of king 
Henry II. which procute'd, to him and his fuc- 
ce»fours, the dominion of Ireland.f Ducange, 
allfo, cites the " HUtotre de la mart Richard roy 

• Cou ni, so. 

■f See, in Huiuei Biitraica, wh>l may, with grou proba- 
t^t7, bein ifand|;aieni of ■ fragmoit o( thi» idendcal poeoi: 
but why tons Richud ii incroduce'd doei not appirar. , 
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dJi^leterre," meaning, it n prefume'd, thii Rkliwd 
fiirname'd Catr-'de-litn. 

" Kyng Ryeharde cMr da Lyra," was pmtod 
by Wyakyn de V/etie, in 15t8, in quarto, and 
black letter; «nd, according to mister Waftoo, an 
edftion, by tlie fame printer, in ISOQ (,C&. 734. 
8vo.) " Thii," he feys, " was in ibe Harlcdan 
library ;" bat nnltfs there wne an editioa befide 
Num. 5933, heisipivbaUely ntsMkeen, He^ Ifte- 
wife, mentions a third, " Impr. for W. C Ito." 
AdUAig the " Ei^yfflw boks ofF {fir] John Paaton" 
WHS ■' Kyng Hi cur de lyon."* Tbe MS. copyi of 
the Et^ldlh romance, doubtleft « translation ifrem 
tbe French, contsin many variatioRs. One of thefb 
is in the library of Caim-College, Cambridge 
(D. 18) ; another docttx Fanner had (imperfed); 
the fragment of a third is in the Harleian collection 
(Num. 4690), in the Britilh mufeum ; and another 
in the AucbinlecSc MS. in the 8dvoeales>librsry, 
Edinbn^. " Tlie viotorioas atchievements of that 
monarch," according to.Wartoii, " were.fo &mom 
in the reign of Henry tbe^oa^ as to be made die 
fttbjed of a piotuM ■[dueUam ngit Ricardi], in ttib 
royal palace ofdarenddn" (,12*6,* in the time of 
Henry the lUrd). 

No romance, in Engleith rime, has been hitherto 
discDver'd, or mention'd to exift, before the reign of 
Edward tbe firft, toward the end of which, as »e 

• Original IttUrt, &c H, Bod. ^f 1> "*• 
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msy birif conjecture, that of Horn cMld, « verf 
coticife aod licentious traiiilation, or imitation, and 
abridgemeDt, ntlier, of (he Frendi original, nearly 
two ceDtnryt older, made its firft ^pearance. 
There is every reafon to conclude that the other 
romancecs mention'^ by Chaucer Tpotys, Brcit, 
Sir Guy, Sir Lyiemu, PitimAmow, and, posfiblely. 
Sire Percivell, were in Engleilh verie^ and, in all 
probsbilky, much the fame with thoTe of which 
Oopy> bave been pre&rve'd ; except the lad, which 
no one but Cbauccr ever nottceet. Hiii fort of 
translation continue'd til at leaft the tiroe of king 
Henry tW fixth ; in which rdgn The St. Graal wm 
franrfateM into Engldfh 1^ Henry Loiielick, fkynr 
Ber, at the inltence of one Harry Barton,* and 
eontdni, though impeiitS both at beg^ng and 
«n4, «ot Me, according U> mitter NtMnittt, than 
40,MI0 Knes ; ThffinM Chcstra gave a free uid en- 
large'd verfion of the Lai de Latival of Mary c^ 
France ; and Robert de Thornton produce'd Morte 
Artkwre and PercyottitfQaUt*. Yvmn and Gavdn 
ieenu to have been writeo at an earlyer period, and, 
▼cry probfttMy, in the nign of king Ridtard the 
fecend. Tbext are not abov« two or three originally 
Engleilh, among which we Btay lately recktm Tie 
fytiyr^iow degree; unl«6 Sir Eglamomr, and Sir 
DjiUHOur, may, Ufcewife, have that honour, til the 
«riginak be discover'd. 

It ^pean highly probabla that tbf " rime" men- 
• $mWiCtd»UgMm.C.0.ac.9.**. 
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tion'd by Robert of Brunae,* concerning Oryme 
the filbert tbe founder of Grymesby, Hanelok the 
Dane, and hb wife Goldebur)^, daughter to a king 
Alhelwold; " who all now," exclaims tbe learned 
Tyrwbitl, " together witb their bard, 
illaciymabikt 

Vrgentw igtutiqut lo»gA 

Node, — " 
'\TOs an Engleilh romance, extant not onely in Ac 
time of Henry de Koy^ton, ibe bisturian, who 
wrote about the year t400,t but, allfo, in that of 
CamdeUrl- and even made ufe of by Warner, wbo, 
in the twentyetb chapter of hb Albumi England, hai 
told the Ikme ftory, in effed, though in a different 
manner, under the names of ArgaUiU and Cmrait, 
in exquilite poetry. Whether tbb poem were ori- 
ginally compofe'd in Engleilh, or were no more than 
a translation from the French, cannot be now as* 
certajn'd, as it feems to be utterly deflroy'd: bnt in 
a part of a French metrical romance, npou the 
history of Engleland, by Geoffrey Gaimar, a poet 
anterior to mautre Wace, to whofe poem of Le 
Brut (though unfovtunately mutilateed) it ferres as 
a continuation, in a manufcript of the kings library, 
in the BritiOi mufeum, (13 A XXI), the ftoiy its- 
felf is certainly preferve'd, though whether writtn 
originally by Geoffrey, or takeea from fome one of 
the " Uvera Engleit, en romanz e en Latin," of 

■ Tfanslation of Langcfoft, 33. f Co. asao. 

4 Britannia, MC, or Gibfoni edition, 10|», 471. 
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which be had purchafe'd maoy a copy, before fae 
could dnw his work to the end ; particulady s 
book, which, at the inftance of the gentle doiM 
CoDflance Fiu-Gilbert, Robert earl of Gloucester, 
who dyed in 1147<* and was frat for it to Helms- 
ley, brought it away for him from Walter Efpec, 
who was dead in 1140; or the EngleiJh book ot 
Walhingburgh, in Lincolnfhire, or how otherwife, 
does not appeal. It is, however, a great curiofity, 
thou^ too imper&d, as wel aa too prolix, to infert 
here. In the mean time ike psrapfarafe may be pe- 
roT^d, with great pleaTurc, and equal deUcacy, in 
Warners book allready mention'd. 

Robert of Bninne alludes to a romance of Dan 
Wiayu, which was, probablely, of this period, and, 
being both -in French and Engleifh, appears to have 
been highly popular, and, from the extra^ pre- 
ferve'd of it, a very lii^ular and curious compofi- 
tion of extmordinary merit. The pasfage is as 
fellows: 
'* — Wele i underftonde, that the kyng Robynf 
Has dronken of that blade the drink of DanWaryn. 
Dan W&rya he les tounes that he held. 
With wroi^ he mad a res, and tnisbetyng of fcheld, 
Sitbeu in to the forefl: he yede naked and node, 
Als a wilde befte, ete of the gres that ftode : 
Thus of Dah Waryn in his boke men rede." 4- 

* See tbe tnnals of Wamlfr, 1 boofec^ha own tbunduioa. 
t iliibenikbnHkiiigofScotluHL 4 P.SSi. 
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In Idaoda Co&ctaira (1, 390), an ' 
•xccrptid [bjr iumTelfl out of aa dd Eogli&h 
bok«, yn lyme, of tlie gefta of Guarine, and liu 
funnel, " The ftory cominencc^d, it Icenu, with tha 
time of WilUaiB tlie cooquoour, and Ae extradi 
an exceedingly inteiefiiag. Faico, die teal hero of 
the rOfBoDoe, by Leiand calFd " Fulco the fecnnde," 
mu one of the four font of Fulco friamt, taa of 
Guarioe, or Waryn, who aj^ean to have been « 
lord-marcher, on the borders of Walei, as hk fen 
and graBdfon «eic after him, the ktter being ap- 
pointed by Richard I. " iohn, fm ta king Henry," 
it i« fay'd, " and Fahm {the elder] fetle atvanance 
M cbeAcs, and John brake Fvteo hed with the 
cheO-borde ; and then Fulco ^ve hiM fuch a blow, 
that he had aliwA kiUid hym."* " Morioe," it 
feoDs, " rwme to Roger, that had Whitington-ca»- 
tel gyven him by the prince of Wales, was mode 
^vemer of the Mardiis by kii^ John, diat yo n^ 
wife lovid Fulco Guarin. Moryce defire'd to hare 
the title of Whilington cot^rmed to hym by the 
btode feale of king John, to whwa he fieat a cnrfbre 
welle trappid to Baldnnes cartel, and ^teioid his 
fHipoTe." Upon thia, " Faloo and his brethem, 
with Bolduine, defired juftw of king John for 

* Tlie like ciTCumftance occnn tn Caiym b rtlhort, O^tr 
U Damoy; uid La-fiuilrt JU* Aynwui Galfien meiiei a 
blow on Ihe bead from hit uncles chets-boud, which dnw* 
Ueod I Baldwin, Ogien fantanMbn, tiad fab head broke, tuid 
wu kil'd, b7 Clrailoc, fon of Qnifevigne, Bid BertMot, hi* 
nephew, experlenceci the fame bie fiom Rejnaud. 
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Wfaittngtoo; but ke ooidd have bo giatios «afweT, 
Whaifcn lis, »ai bis tmthcme, foiftkid their ho- 
mage to kJDg iota, md weat froai Wincbnter." 
Tb«y aftenrafd " Lud wait for Malice bs he weai 
toward Saltsbuty; uid l>iko ther wovidd hym: 
tnd Bncy cut of Morice beed," The whoie of Ui 
wJTeDtores «n too Ottineroas to repeat: hot one, 
fHiicli de&rres to be Dotke'd, U, thftt " Futco n* 
foitid to <Me Jtriin of Raumpftyne, ufatl^infer, snd 
joadar, *ai m ade bim hb Ipy to Morice at Wli^ 
H^n. He ibunde the meaaes to cafte them that 
kept fii'acy" (who, being fore wounded, had be^ 
takes and fa^Hi^t by Andtdcf^ 4o lung John), 
" isb) a deadely 'fl^e, and io ha and Bracy era 
to Fnko to Whitiagton," Leland, faaveing ftateed 
ftaf " FhIco was taken liy (be Mdan [in Barbaty}, 
ud brought 4»to him," i»yt " Here lakkid a quayn 
or ii m du aide en^iA:h Ixpoke of the nobUe adc* 
of the Guaiines; and thefe thingei that folow i 
translated owteof *a olde French bistorie yn rime 
of tbe a&t.» e£ the Gnarines auto the dead) of FiJco 
the 3." The papwlanty «f Aa Fzeoch or Engleib 
poem (ihe former being, imlispatabkiy, tlie origi- 
nal) had caufe'd frane one to reduce, or epitomife, 
the fiory into French piofe; and a fragment of thia 
manufciipt, apparently ol the age of Edward tfaa 
fecond, is fortunately preferve'd in (he Kit^ libraiy 
(IS C XII), where the anecdote aUready meution'd 
from Inlands extracts wil be hereafter relaleed. 

The two iDoft fionouB, if not the moll ancient, 
Engleifti metrical romancees, now exifling, an thde 
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of Gujf tf Warwick, ood Beoit if Sotahamptonl. 
Walter of Exeter, according to Bale {ExbiHiothedtf 
from tbe bookfelen Ibops), a native of Devontbire, 
■nd pTofesfor of a k& of b^ng friers (a DomiDi- 
can, as he thinks), at the inftance of one Baldwin, 
a citizen of Exeter, in the year 1301, refideing at 
St. Carrock in Cornwall, wrote the life of Guy, 
formerly a famous earl of Warwick, in one book : 
but Bale is a very dubious anlhoriiy. At any rate 
no fuch work is now extant; though Carew, as if 
he had had it in his library, fays, that this Walter 
" (dc-) formed the historie.of Guy of Warwick." 
Heame, in his appendix to the Annaiet de Dtm- 
Jtofle, has inferted " Girardi Cornubien/u Sutoria 
Guidonia de Waran/h^' from an old MS. in the li- 
brary of Magdaten-college Oxford, n. 147. This 
Buthour, however, is fuppofititious, and the MS- in 
all probabihty, no older than the fourteenth or fif- 
teenth century: Lydgale translateed from him. 
■ Guy of Warwick is mention'd by no Engleifli his- 
torian before Robert of Brunne, or Peter de Langfr- 
toft, about 1340.* His Aory, at the lame time, 
U relateed in the Geita Rimanorvm, C. 172; 
" and, probably," as Warton thinks, " this is the 
early outline of the life of that renowned [but 
ideal] champion ;"t and, in tbe Harley MS3. 
(Num. 535) b an old E^l^fh poem entitle'd 
" SpMulum Gy dc IVareagke per Atquinum ' here~ 

* " That wu Gay oTWaiwik, ai the boke fiis, 

Tture he flouh Colbitnt with hache Duiri*." P.M. 

t nt, M. 
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Hiitam,' beting " Herkenethe alle unto my Tpeche." 
The Alquiiuu here mesnt was AUimia Alcuinui, a, 
Saxon- Engldlh man, (and not, as fir James Foulu 
atferts, a Scotch highlander,) who was the preceptor 
to Charlemagne, being grounded upon his epistie 
De virtutibus Sf vitiis ad GuidoDem comitera, here 
called G«y of Warwick. Wurton relatts that the 
c*nticum Coltrondi was Tung by a jugler in the hall 
of Alexander prior of St. Swithin, Winchester, be- 
fore Adam de Orleton, bilhop of that fee, in 1333: 
and in Bodleyn MSS. Num. 1731, and 3903, is a 
" Ditfrutatio inter priorem aliqtiem if Jpiritum Ghi- 
dimit," The original French " Remumz de Gtd de 
Waran/k" extant in C.C.C.C. L, 6. (formeriy in 
the library of St. Augustines abbey, Caatcrhary) 
in the publick library (More690); and the Har- 
leian, and kings MSS. 3773, and S F IX, is of the ' 
thirteenth century. The Engleilh translation, which 
exifts in the library of Caius-coUege, was firft printed 
by William Copland, before 1567, aod afterward 
by Jobn Cawood, before 1571. But, in &d and 
truth, famous as bis name is, the man himfelf never 
exifted. This, likewife, is the cafe with lir Bevis, 
of whom Camden, with fingular puerility, fays, 
" At the coiheing-in of the Normans, one Bogo, or 
Beanqfe, a Saxon, had this title [of earl of Win- 
Chester] ; who, in the batlel at Cardiff in Wales, 
fought againfi the Normans." (Gibfons translation, 
1695, CO. 138.) For this, however, in a way too 
ufual with him, he cites no aathority ; nor does any 
ancient 01 vecacious historian mention either Bov^ 
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BeMtfi, or the battle of Cmri^; which, by th« 
way, WH not, a> we learn from honeft Cai&doc of 
LlBDcamii, contemporary with Geof&ey of Mon- 
raonthf in 1138, built before 107P. His roma», 
in French, however, iiof the I3th century, and 
was extant in tfae magnificent library of the duke 
de U Valliere, as it is at prefent in the late royal 
tibrory at Turin: an' Engl«(h tranilatioo waa 
printed by f^nfon, Copland, Elaft, and another ] 
and three MS. copyi are extant in the Pnblick- 
libraty, and that of Caiui-college, Cambridge, and 
in the Aockinleck collection, Edinbui^ ; all three 
diGferent from the printed copy, and, at leatt, two 
of them from each other. 

Neither Bevis nor Guy ii mentioti'd by Dugdale 
!n his Banmagt, and he muft have been confcious 
that the lattera ftory was ailtogetiier fabulous when 
he introduce'd it into his Hittory t^ tf^eraick^iire. 

" Bevis," OS we are gravely told by the historian 
of Engleilh poetry, " was a Saxon chieftain, who 
feemi to have extended his dominion alMig the 
fouthero coafts of £ngland, which he is faid [by 
whom ?] to have defended againA the Norman in- 
vaders. He lived at Downton in Wiltftiire." This 
is hi^ly ridiculous : Bevis and Guy were no more 
'* Englifh heroes" than Amadit de Gaule or Perce- 
foreit : they are mere creatures of the imagination, 
and onely obtain an eftabUQunent in history becaufc 
(like mister Wartons) it was ufually writen upon 
the authority of romance. He acconuts very inge- 
wously, however, for the fable of Dugdale, that 
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the Saraceiu had the Qory of Guy " m books of 
their own language." (t, 145.) 

Cbmacer, who mentions theTe two romaacees, 
notictfits,' hkemte, Hont-cMld, ypotit. Sire Ij/S, 
and Plerndtaaoitr ; none of which can, of couife, be 
fo late ai the year I3S0, when Tie CMterbury tola 
are generaUy fuppofe'd to have been pubUfli'd ; and 
one of them, at leail, wil be prove'd, in another 
place, to be near a century older. The lail is uo- 
known. " That of fir Iskmbras," likewife, ac- 
cording to Warton, " was iamiliar in the time of 
Chaucxb, and occun in Thk bihk of sift 
TsoPAa ;" actually refering in a note to " V.6," 
[t is, however, a monftrous lye. , 

" Tbe Hones of Guy and Bevts, with fome others, 
were probably the invention of ^Englifh minflreis."* 
Here are, doubtlefs, metrical roraancees, fuch at 
EgioMOur, ZVuHRotm, tie Sqttgr ofkme degree, and, 
it may be, one or two more, of which uo Ftench 
originals are known, and, therefor, may be &irly 
concluded to be of Engleifh invention; but it is 
abfolutely imposGble that this can be the cafe with 
Qvy, Bevit, or the refi, of which thefe originab are 
extant, and no one, who will take the trouble to 
compare them, could have the flighted doubt upon 
the fubjed. Tlie MS. French metrical romancees 
are molily of the ISth or 13th century, the Engleilfa 
of the 14th and 15th; obviously, therefor, they do 
not Itand upon the fame footing, and the orij^nals 
• in,uU. 
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ue Kllmyi fuperior, and, romedmei, to a verf 
extraordinsiy d^ree. 

MiBier Tymhitt thinks it extremely probable that 
Uiefe roin4nGe«* .[Horn child, fir Gity, and Bnu\, 
diouj^, originally, writea in French, were com- 
pofe'd in En^elaiid. and, perhap, by Engleilbmen; 
for, fay» he, *' we find that the general currency of 
the French language here engage'd feveral of our 
own countrymen to ufe it in their compofitioiu. 
He inftunceei (doubtfully) Peter of Latigtoft, as he 
b fay'd " by fome to have been a Frenchman ;'' 
Robert Grofletefte, bilhop of lincoln, in the time of 
Henry III. a native of Suffolk, Hdu de Gitmcettrt, 
i. e, Winchester, and a romance, allfo, in French 
verfe, which he fuppofe'd to be the ori^nal of the 
Engl^lh Ipomedon, by Hue de Rotelattdt; and 
Gower. This, indeed, may be fo, but it, likewife, 
may be otherwife: Andrew of Wyntaan, which, 
equally, imply* Winchetter, waa not, thbrefor, an 
Engleifliman, nor ever in Engldand, 

In the year 13€l appear'd a lingular all^orical 
and fatyrical romance in alliterative metre without 
rime, by one Robert Langeland, as it is alledge'd, 
by fome, without fuEGdeut authority. It is at any 
rate, however, a poem of great merit. '' 

Geof^y Chaucer, the iamous poet, who pafi'd 
his youth, and, the greater part of his life, in the 
tap^ of Edward III. was a writeer of romoocees, 
though ia his JUrk i^ fire Thofot, he attempts to 
burlefque and ridicule Ihofe of his predecesfours 
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and coDtempomiys, on account of what he callj 
their " drafty riming." The fpecimen, however, 
comjrfeiely proves how fuccefsful he woulJ have 
Jbe«B in a more ferious exertion of hb lyrical and 
Hiventive powers.* Hit TroUut aad Crtsfide was 
intended to be either red, or fung, probaUely, i|i 
puUick, or, even, in the latter cafe, to the harp : 
" And rtdde where fo thou be, or eliis^Bjt ."f 
A learned and judicious gentleman is incliue'd 
to believe Ihat we have no Engleifli romance, prior 
to the age of Chaucer, which is not a translation 
of fome eariyer French one4 After this decifive 
opini<»i, which may be fupported, if necesfary, by 
produceing the original poems, fill extant in public 
librarys, or private collections, as wel in our own 
country as upon the continent, il is very flrangetbat 
doctor Percy (for whofe better information, it may 
be, the above obfervation of his worthy friend was 
intended as a gentle reprimand), fhould, in the lad 
edition of his Religtien ef ancient Bngkijk poetry, 

* DoctotHurd, now bifhop of WorceMcr, has endeavout'd to 
deprive old GecXrcf (A tbe cndit of dua poem. " The Boke 
at Tht giant OtjrphaiU, and Chylile Tlupai, wasnot," he «>■ 
lens, " 1 FICTION or hii owk, but a storv of AxxiituE 



t B. s, V. I7«i. 

4 Cbiaeet, C. T. IV, M. Wtnoo, alUb, has aa aipciieai 
10 prove tfais, 1,86. 



Dpi .?d by Google 



xcviii DISSERTATION ON 

publilh'd fome years arm that gentlemans cleatb, 
venture to asfert that Horn-cAUd, which be ima- 
^nes, " although from the raetition of Sarazens, 
Sec* it muft have been written after^the firft cru- 
fUde in IO96," a pretty moderate conjecture ! 
" yet from its Anglo-Saxon language or which It 
nould be fomewhat difficult fur any other critick 
to distittguilh, " can fcdrce" he fays, " be dated 
later than within a century after the conquefi." 
As if this had not been fufficiently extrava^nt, 
and il-founded, as may be eafeyly learned from the 
elegant Specimen* of mister Ellis, " It appears," ha 
ads, " of genuifle Englifh growth, for after a. care- 
ful examination, i", he lays, " cannot discover any 
aliufion to French or Norman customs, manners, 
CompofilJon, or phrafeology ;" as if fuch a circum- 
Hance were esfential, or even obfervable, in a ru-. 
mance writen by either French or Norman, where 
the fcene is lay'd in a distant, or ima^nary, country: 
" uo quotation," he proceeds, " As tlie romance 
fayth ;"+ Not a name or local reference, which was 

• The Wned prelate does not appew to be aware that the 
neme of Sarticens is uTe'd b^ the old Engleilh vrtiteers for the 
pagan Saxotu 01 Dines. S^ the ftirge'd lawi of Edward the 
confesTot (Wilkins, 9m}, where Arthur ii f^d to have " <q(< 
pcled the Saractns and cnemys Irom his kingdoni :" and Wai- 
buitom note on Shakfpeare (V, 3sa). GeoRre; of Monmoulb 
calls Gormund, a wel known Hog of DoHHarli, hing of the 
Africiaa. (B. 11, C.B, 11.) i 

f Tn Hnm-cltUd and maiden Rinaiild, in the Auchinleck 

MS. in (he adfocates libraiy, a different pocin, on the ftma 
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likely to occur to a French aiM£UR. The proper 
names are all of Northern extraction ;" becaufe the 
iloiy is predicateed of the Saxon and Danes in 
Engleland and Ireland (though he mentions neither 
by that name). " So that this," he concludes, (a 
raanufcript of the J4th century) probably is the 
original, from which was translate'd the old Freoch 
fragment of Dan Horn in the Harleyan MS^ 527 
[of, at leaft, a couple of centurys earlyer], men- 
tion'd by Tyrwhitt (Chaucer, IV. 68.) and by T. 
Warton (Hift, ], 38.) whofe extract from Horn- 
child is extremely incorrect." " O moll lame and 
impotent conclufion 1" The truth of this laft asfer- 
tion will be readyly admited. " Compare," he fays, 
" the ftile of Child-Horn with the Anglo-Saxon 
fpecimens in fhon vcrfes and rhime, which are as- 
figned to the century fucceeding the conqueft, in 
Hickes's Thefaurus, Tom. I. Cap. 24. P. 2f4, and 
331." The comparilbn, indeed, would be eafey, 
but the refuU is not quite fo certtun. The Saxons, 
it b well known, had no rime, nor is (here a fingle 
vestige, in Horn-child, of a more intimate connec- 
tion with the Saxon than was common to 'every 
thing writen in the Engleilh language at that pe- 
riod, about the year 1300^ that is, and not " within 
a century after the conquell." That the metre is 

rabjeft, and, doubtlcb, ftom the Ikrae oiiginal, the Frencti ii 
frequenll; lefet'd to, u for infUnce ; 

*' Thus in bake as we rti*-!' 

" In rime u it is told." 
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Norman, if the writeer were not, is manifeft from 
a fpecimen giveeo by mister EUia, from M. de la 
Rue, of the kind of poetry ufe'd by Philip de Than, 
which dses not, as thofe ingemoos gentl^nen cboofe 
to think, confift ia makeiag one half [of a line, 
rhyme] with another half, -any more than the com- 
pofeer of Hom-€hild has done ; but, the tnitfa b, 
that every two lines, beii^ very Ihort, are run, to- 
gether, by the tranfcribeer, for the falvalion of 
parchment; a practice of which the Harleian MS. 
(whicii coDlains the latter) affords abundant ex- 
arqiles; many of the poems in that collection beii^ 
writcn as profe ; and, fometimes, as Warton ob- 
fcrves, three or foar verfees together in one line ; 
of which he ^ves inftancees.* 

That the Engleijh acquire'd the art of roraance- 
writeing from the French feems clear and certain, 
as moft of the fpecimens of that art, in the former 
langnage, are palpable and manifcll translations of 
thofe in the other, and this, too, may ferve to ac- 
count for the origin of romance in Italy, Spain,. 
Germany, and Scandinavia: but the French ro- 
mancers are too ancient to be indebted for their 
existence to more tKirbarous nations. It is, there- 
for, a vain and futile cndeatour to fe«k for the 
origin of romance : in all agees and all cuuntrys, 
where literature lias been cijllivateed, and genius 
and tafte have infpirc'd, whether in India, Perfia, 
Greece, Italy, or France, the eariyeft produft of 
• I, as. 
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, diat cnltiTation, and that genius and UAe, has been 
poetiy and romance, with reciprocal obligations, 
pei^p, between one country md another. The 
Arabians, the Perfiani, the Turks, and, in fhort, 
almoft every nation in the globe, abound in ro- 
BUUiceeB of their own invention. The Scaitder xarath, 
or bistoiy of Alexander, by Neiami, about the 
ISth century, ii a poem of confiderable bulk, and 
much adroire'd by the, Perfians ; but has nothing in 
common with the European poetry on that fubjeA. 
The PerGck romance of M^nom and Lata, in 
profe and verfe, is a moft beautiful fpeciraen of the 
art and genius of that extraordinary pe<^le. The 
enumeration of tbofe fpecimens which are preferve'd 
in the Parifian, and other great continental librarys, 
would be endlers. 

The Ubrarys of the monasterys, accordii^ to' 
WartoD, were M of romances: but this it very 
doublfill.* In that of Giastonbury, at any rate, 
(cUready mention'd as probaUely the largeA in 
Engleland), we onely 6nd die four following : the 
Gata Normannorum^ the Libtr de addio Trtfja,. 
the Getta Ricardi regit, sad the 6etta Akxandn 
rept; all which, it is moft probable, were in 
French verfe, in which they are known to exifi. 
The catalogue was taketo in 1348.1- In' the appen- 
dix to Darts history of the church of Canterbury 
is a meagre catalogue of books anciently in the mo- 
naitick library; among which there are not two. 
* l,ar. t Jctii)of(HaMDiibQi7,b7Heune,«l3. 
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ftrticke in eitlier poetry, oi ElnglBifli. The monks, 
at the fame time, appear to hftve made bo u& of 
t^r books; as I^elaad coroplaio'd, when he had 
to fhake off the dn& and cobwebs of Abingdon li- 
brary. In Modoxes Formulare,'a a memonmdum, 
or certificate, under leal, that, on fuch a day, in. 
thefirftyear of kii« Edward the third [1315], was 
' found " a book, which fpeaks of the four priDcipal 
- gelU, and of Ciarlet; the romance [of] 'Jitiu Sf 
Fa^a/iait; the romance oiA^fgrtSi the romance of 
MarehoMu; the romance of Zanmnd 4- Agoiand; 
the romance [of] Girardde Vyeiite; the romance 
[of] WHUmu tie Oreaga, Sf T^ud de ArabU ; 
the faoke of Xtft; the romBoce of Troy.*" Thefe 
were, doubtlefi, French metrical roraanceiis, biU 
. where they had come from, or to whom they 
beloog'd, is not fUtaed. 

In a voluminous metrical verfion of G^ido de 
Cdopna, on the war of. Troy, citeed ; by W^rton, 
ax»A, by iiiiB, .enoneously attribateed to I^dgate, 
the trane^tor, in his pmlogaei etunwrates fbver^ 
popular lomuKees of his own time. 

" Many fpeken of men that romanca rede, ^, 
Of Beojft, Gy, and Oaaiayne, 
OiK»tgRschard,>mdOi»«gns, , 
OiTrittramapAftTi^'Bgkt 
Of AovJiM it«,t «nd Aglanagk^ 

»'KlU3andf^e>pafim,Giraiddef'ie7mt,mUiamtJyOrenga, 
■ndtheronuoeeof noy, arc all three In die BilCilh'Midium. 
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Of Archeroua, and of Octtrotan, 
Of dories, and of Casfibedlan, 
Of KneMe,* Homt, and of Wade, 
In TOiKOncet that ben of hem bimode, 
That gestours dos of hem gt^es. 
At maui^res, and at great feftcE, 
Her dedjs hen in remembrance, 

. In many fair romance."t 
All thefe appear to have been in Engleilh rimes, 
and moft of them are extant at this day. 

Another extra^, of the fame kind, is ^veen, by 
Warlon, from the prologue to Richard Cimr de Hoa .■ 

" Many roinai/ns men make newe, 

Of good knightea, and of trewe : 

Of ther dedes men make romauns, 

Both in England and in France; 

Of Rowland and of Oli/vere, 

And of every dofepere ; 

Ot Aljtfaimdre, and Charlemagne, 

Of Kgng Arthur, and of Gawayne; 

How ihcy wcr knyghtes good and courtoyt, 

Of Turpin, and of Oger the Danoii. 

Of Troj/e men rede in ryme. 

Of Hector aiid of Jchi/iei, ^c"\ 

Thomas Rymour ; doctor Percy, or the learned Scotilh diVme 
whoinfpeaed, on his account, (he Auchinlecb MS. has creatred 
another chunpton, cali'd Rauiand Ltrulli, from the want of 
apprehenfion, that lough, the identical woid, meant, taugk'dt 

• It (hould be Hmieiokc. See befoie, P. Ixxiviii. 

f Hiitorjr qf E. poilry, I, llo. 

■^Hiitory o/E.poetry,l, laa, Thefe muit have becj eitha 
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Again, from a fecond pKJogue: 

" Herkene now how my taje gothe, 
Though i fwere to you no othe, 
I wyll jDu rede romaynet none, 
Ne of Fartonape, ne of Ypomtdtm, 
Ne oi Al\fatin^er, ne of Char lemaynt. 
Ne oi Arthur, ne of Gaaayne, 
Ne of BevU, ne of Guy [ne] of Sydraie, 
Ne of t^rj^, ne of Oelmiau, 
Ne of Hector, the firoog nuD, 
Nc of Jt^tm, neither of AcMUtt, 
Ne of Eiteai, neither Hercultt."'' 
The romancees of Rouland, Olyvere, Gy offVar- 
ayk, Waivayn, and TrUtram, which, fays the poet, 
" mochel is lefyngii," are, likewife, mentionM in a 
fort of prologue to an old book of the livei oftht 
faints, writen about the year ISOO.f 

" The anonymous authour of an ancient manu- 
feript poem, intille'd, " The boke qfjiories called 
Curfor muntii, " translateed from tl^e French, 

wholdy or princJpallj, romanceei in French metiei as Row. 
land, OHvrr, Ckarlemagne, TuTpin, Oger tkt ")ow, Btclor, 
tnd jichilUi, neier feem to have ■ppur'd in En^cifh veife. 

* Hillary qf E. poetry, I, 133. Walton, in a note, ptr- 
hapsci Perlonape to be Parlhenapt, or Parlhatoptui, viiiOTa, 
be elCewhcrc calla " ana of Staliui'i, heioet" (II, (ig. h, d. g) : 
but, in fa^ it alludei to the rocnance of PtrteaopKt ciMe dt 
Biiii, a bmoua ronun dt fierie in Ficnch lime, but which 
never tnade its tpfcaanac in EngleiOt.. 

f Ibi. 133. See, allTo, ■ long paifi£e, to the lame puipofe, 
in SkeltOTU works, citeed by minctWatton in hi* Ob/enMiaBt 
on Ikt Fairi) futm, II, *a. 



n«i..ci IV.. Google 



ROMANCE AND MINSTRELSY. ct 
Teems, as W&rton obferves, to have been of the 
fame opinioD. " His work," lie fays, " confifta of 
TeligiouB legends: but, iii the prologue, he takes 
occafitMi to mention many tales of another kind, 
which were more agreeable to the generality of 
readen :" 

" Men \ytya j^/tu for to here, 
And nmtani rede in divers maneree. 
Of Alexandre the conquerour. 
Of JuUitg C^ar the emperour, 
Of Greece and Troy the jlrong Jb-yf, 
Ther many a man lod his lyf : 
Of Brut, that baron bold of hand, 
Tlie firft conquerour of Ei^lond, 
Of kyng Artour that was fo ryche : 
Was non in hys tyme To ilyche ; 
Of wonders that among fai» knyghts felle. 
And nuntyrs dedyn as men her telle, 
As Gameyn, and othir full abylle. 
Which that kept tiic round tabyll. 
How king Ckariei and Rowland &vrgbt, 
With Sarazins, nold thei be cawght; 
Of TrUtram and Yfaude ihe fwetc. 
How thei wiib love (iril gan mete. 
Of Ki/ag John, and of Ifet^ras, 
Of Ydoint and Amadat."* 
The fragment of a metrical romniice, intitle'd 
Le mart Artkure, preferve'd in the Harleian MSS, 
Num. 2'i52, and of which Humphrey Wanley has 
• HUlnry iffE, poetry, I, las, n. 
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fay*)] that the writeer " ufellt many Saxon or ob- 
folete words;" and doctor Percy, foncyfiilly and 
abfurdly, that '* it Jemu to be quoted in Syr Bent," 
u, in fa^ nothing more than part of the Morle 
Arthur of Caxton turn'd into eafey alternate verfet 
a very unufual circutafiance, no doubt, iu the time 
of Henry the feventh, to which Wanley properly 
allots it* The antiquateed words afe'd by this ver- 
fifyer are manifeftly afleded. Caxtons book is the 
onely one known by the name of La inortD'^rtAiw, 
whith he took as he found it. 

It is no proof> becaufe any metrical romancees 
in Engleifh may not hapen to mention reading, they 
were not actually compole'd by writeers at their 
deik. The mlnflrels were too ignorant, and too vul- 
gar, to translate piecees of feveral ihoafand lines ; 
though fuch piecees may have been translateed of 
writen for them ; as many a minllrel, no doubt, 
could ling and play, what he had not the genius to 
Gorapofe, nor even the capacity to write or read. 

The " lytell gefte of Robyn Hode," could not, it 
is true, have been corapofe'd by any moni, in his 
celi but there can be no rcafon for fuppofeing it 
not to have been corapofe'd by a pri^ in his clqfet: 
BJid, in fa.&, to an authour of that defcription, this 
identical legend, or one of the fame kind, hath been 
exprelsly afcribe'd,* 

• SeeBedwells prchtx to "The tournament of ToCtenliuii." 
There is another monk or piieft, who baa writen ferenl me- 
trical romanced. 
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Sir Lau^al is, certainly, a. traiutatioa, the French 
original being extant in many librarys. It is not, 
however, by any means " the only piece of this 
fort, in which i^ inrerted the name of the authour.'' 

There is not, however, one fingle metrical ro- 
mance in Engleifti linown to exift, which appears to 
have been wrilen by a minftrel. The line adduced 
by bifhop Percy, from one in his folio MS. 
" Then is it time for msb to carpe ;" 
' by no means proves that the man who Aing it had 
himfetf compofe'd the words : it is fufficient that 
it had been originally intended to be fui^ by Tome 
minftrel, peiadventure by many, or even by the 
whole body. 

Several metrical romancees, according to bi<hop 
Percys account, are extant in his lordfhips celc- 
brateed folio manufcript, many of which are not to 
be now found in print; amon^ thefe are the fol- 
lowing : Sir Cauline, Joha the reve, Guy and Col- 
bronde, lAbtavx JHsamrus (a different copy from ihe 
one licre priiitcd), Kvig Arthur and the king <^ 
Qomwall, Sir Uonel, The greene kaighl, The earl of 
Carlijk, Sir Lambaell, Merline, King Arthurs death. 
The legend of king Arthur, Tie legend of Jir Gvy, 
Eger and Grime, and many fongs and ballads. 
" The MS. [compiled by Thomas Blount, author 
of The Lawdictioitary, &c. about the middle of the 
feventeenth century,]" as we are told by the right 
ievprcn<i prelate," " b a long narrow volume, 

• The " Advertifemcni" is fign'd " Thomis Percy, fellow 
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containing 191 fonnels, balladst kbtorickl fongs, oni. 
tnetricat romances, either in tbe whole or in pert, 
fur many of them urc extoemely mudlsted and im- 
peried. The firft ud 1^ leaves," he fays, " are 
wautiag ; and of 54< pages near the b^innii^ half 
of every leafe hath heen torn away, and feveral 
Others are injured towards the end ; befidos that 
throu^ a great part of the volume the top or bot« 
torn line, and fometimes both have been cut off in 
the binding.. .The tTatifcnpts, moreover, " are fome- 
times extremely incorrefi and &uUy, being in Tuch 
infiances probably made from defective copies, or 
the imperfed recitation of illiterate fingers; to that 
a CODfiderable portion of the fooj; or narrative is 
fometimes omitted -, and niiferable tralh or nonfenfe 
not unfrequeutly introduced into pieces of confider- 
able merit i" the copyift, it feems, of^n j;rowi)is 
" fo weary of his labour as to write on without the 
leaft attention to the fenfe or meaning; fo that (he 
word which fliould form the rhyme is found mis- 
placed ill the middle of tbe line; and we have fuch 
blunders as thefe, 'MOnl and wiU for wanton wiU; 
even pes and luale for 'uan and pale, &c. itc." 
Certainly this is a mofi extraordinaiy, as wel as 
unfortunate, book, and the labour of tbe right 
reverend editour in corrediiig, relindng, improve- 
ing, completeing, and enlargeing, the orthography, 

of St. John's college, Oxford," tii* lonUhipi nephew, whom 
the Ute mistei Steevens ufiuc'd the pitfcnt etiitour to liave 
never fttn a wofd of it. 
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grammar, text, llile, aud fupplying ihe charms and 
hiatuses, -DaUi dtftatda ! muft have equal'*) that of 
Hercules in cleanreing the Augean Aable : to that a 
parcel of old rags aud tatters were thus ingeniously 
and hapyly converted into an elegant new fuJt. 

The existence and authenticity of tliis famous 
NS. in its prefent mutilatced and miferable condi- 
tion is no longer to be deny'd or disputeed ; at the 
fame time, it is a certain and pofitive fkft, that, in 
the elegant and refine'd work it gave occafion to, 
there is fcarcely one lingle poem, fong or ballad, 
iairly or boneftly printed, either from the above 
fragment or other ailedge'd authoritys, from the 
begining (o the end ; many piecees, allfo, being in- 
ferted, as ancient and autheotick, which, there is 
every reafon to believe, never exified before its pub- 
lication. To corred the obvious errours of an illite- 
rate tranfcribeer, to fupply irremediable defers, 
and to make fenfe of nonfenfe, are certunly etfen- 
tial dutys of an editour of ancient poetry ; pro- 
videiid he a£t with inte^ty and publicity ; but 
lecretly to fupprefs the original text, and infert his 
own fabricaiions for the fake of provideiiig more re- 
fine'd entertainment for readers of tafte and genius, 
is no proof of either judgement, candour, or in- 
tegrity. 

In what manner this ingenious editour conduced 
bimfelf in this patch'd up publication wil be evident 
from the following parallel, which may be ufeful to 
future manufacturers in this line: 
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HIE MARRIAGE OF SIR GAWAINE. 

TUE OKiaiNAL. 

(Relict, edit. 1795, iii. 350.) 



King Arthur lives in merry Carleile, 

And fecmely is to fee ; 
And there he bath with him queene Genever, 

That bride ib bright of blee. 

And there he hath with him queene Genever, 

That bride fo bright in bower, 
And all his barons about him ftoode, 

lliat were both AJffe and ftowre. 

He king kept a royall ChriftmalTe 
Of mirth and great honor, 



[About nUuJianzas tcanliiigJl 
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THE MARRIAGE OF SIR GAWAINE. 

THE IMPaOVEMZHT, 

CRdiqua, edit. 1775, iii. ll.J 

PART THE FIRST. 

King Arthur lives in merry Carleile 

Aoil feemely is to fee; 
And there < viith him queene Guenevcr, 

That bride fo bright of btee. 

And there ' with him queene Guenever, 

That bride fo brig!it in bowre : 
And alt his barons about him Anode, 

That were both Diffe and ftowre. 

The king< a royale ChriamalTe kept,' 
' With' mirth and 'princelye cheare;' 

To Mm repaked many a hnigkle, 
That came batkfarrt and neare. 

And w^en they were to dinner fette. 

And cups vxnt freely round ; 
Before them came afairt dav^tlU, 

And knelt upon the groimd. 

■ •»■ The lines or words mark'tl with elevateed cammaa in 
rubftinitkuu in the place of tbc old readings. The whole ir 
Ildlicki is hii own. 
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THE MARRFAGE OF SIR GAWAINE. 

THE IHPBOTSMENT. 

J bo(me, a boime, Idage Arthurt, 
' I b€g a bocne fif thte ; 
Jvenge me of a cartifli knighte. 
Who huhjhatt mf Itroe and tuee. 

At TeantrWadling hit tastUJtanii, 

Near to tiat lake ft> fair. 
And proudfye rife the battkmentt, 

And^reamart deck the air. 

Sfae gentle knighte, nor ladye gay, 

Menfpqfe that cattU^m^i 
BMtJrom thatfouie discourteout knigkte, 

Mijha^ mil them befalle. 

Se^i tayce thejiie <^ common men, 

Wi' theaet, andfaiemtjlrmge. 
And on hit backe he heart a clubbe, 

That it both thkke and longe. 

TUt grmme barbne 'twat our hardh^pe, 

Bnt yetter mome to fee; 
When to hit bowre he bare my lovcf 

Andjitrt mittifid mee. 

And when I toid lum, ting ArtUtre 

At ^ttlejhold kimfpare; 
Qae teU,fayd hee, that cuckold kOtge, 

To meete mee if he dare. 
TOI.. I. h 
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THE MARRIAGE QF SIR GAWAINE. 

TBK lUPaOVXHIKT. 

Upp thatfierted king ArMre, 

And /ware b^ AiUe and dale. 
He ne'er xeolde (putt that grimme barimt. 

Till he had made Attn qitaii. 

Gofetck myjivord ExcaHbar: 

Goefeddle met my^eede: 
Natl), by t^faye, thai grimme bar^e, 

ShaU ruethU nUifitHe _deedc. 

And when he came to Teame WttdUage, 

Benethe the cattle ■aiaUe: 
*' Come forth; come forth ; thou proude bariMe, 

Oryklde th^elfmy thralle. 

On magicke grou^de that cattle^oode, 

AadfoK'd with many ajpdie: 
Noe taUtat htighte could, tread thereon, 

But^raite hit courage felle. . 

Forth then rujh'd that cart^ tnight. 

King Arthur feUe the charme: 
Hitjbu-A/JiHewa lo^ their firengthe, 

Domne/ottke hitfeebk artne. 

Jfoae yield thee, yield thee, kiag Arth&re, 

Now yield thee, uato met: .. 
Orjighte with mee, or liffe thy lande, 

Noe better terma maye bee; 
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Aud bring me word what thing it ii 

That? a woman moft delire. 
This flial be th; ranfome Arthur, be fayo. 

For He have noe other bier. 

King Artbnr then held up his hand, 
According thene as was the law, 

He tooke his leave of the baTOD theK* 
And hofflword coo he' draw. 

And when he came to merry Cartile, 

To his chamber he is gone. 
And ther oam to him his conn fir Gawain^ 

As he did make his mone. 

And there came to Um hia cozen fir Gawaine, 

That was a curteous knigbl. 
Why figh you foe fore uncLte Arthur, ha laid, 

Or who hath done thee unri^t ? 

O peace, o peace, tboa gentle Gawajne, 

That foiie may thee befall ; 
For if thou knew my fighing foe deepe. 

Thou wold not merraile att all. 
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THE MARRIAGE OF SIR GAWAINE. 

TH£ IMP&DVEHXIIT. 

Unl^e tkOHjbeare wpra tie nod, 

And proati/e on tkyfuye. 
Here to rttwne to Team f^adHug, 

Upon tie nttMfatr^t dm/e; 

And bring me warde what thing it is 

' Air women mofie defyre; 
This ' i»' thy ranfome, Arthur, he faye*, 

lie hare noe other byre. 

Kii^ Arthur then held up~^his haiide, 

' And fware upon his iaye,' 
* Then' tooke his leave of the ' grimme b*roBe»' 

And ' bile hee rode awaye.' 
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the orioiital. 
For when I came to Tearne Wodling, 

A bold barron there I hnd. 
With a great club upon hi* backe. 

Standing (iiRe and ftrong. 

' And he aOced me wether f wold fight, 
Or from him I Ihald be gone, 
0[r] clfe I mud him a ranfome pay. 
And foe depart him from. 

To £ght with him I faw noe caufe,- 

Me thought it was not meet, 
Fof he was ftiffe and ftrong with all. 

His ftrokes were nothing fweete. 

Therfor this is my ranfome Gawaine, 

I ought to him to pay, 
I muft came againe as I am fwome, 
■ Upon the new yeers day. 

And I muft bring him word what thing it is - 

{jibwt nmejianzat mmtmg.'} 



Then king Arthur dreft him for to ryde. 

Id one fo rich array. 
Toward the forefaid Teame Wa4iii]g, 

That he might keepe hia day. 
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•THE MARRIAGE OF SIR GAWAINE. 

TH£ IJfFROTElCENT. 



And he rode ea/l, and he rode w^, 

And did of all inqu^e, 
What thing it is all women crate, 

And what they mt^ defyre. 

Some told hivt richtt, pompe, orfiale; 

Some raymentfait andbrighte; 
Some told him mirthe ; Jbvte^atterye ; 

Andfome ajollye knighie. 

In letters all king Arthur wrotf, 
AndfiaTd than with his ringe: 

Buf_0ill his minde isas helde in douile. 
Each tolde a difffrdtt thingc. 
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THE MARRIAGE OF SIR OAWAINE. 

THE OHIOIKAL. 

And u he rode over a more, 

Hee fee a tady where Ihee bte, 
Betwixt an oke and a greene hollen. 

She wu cladd in red rcarlett. 

Then there at Ihold have Hood her month 

Then there was fett her eye ; 
The other was in her forhead &ftr 

The way that (he might fee. 

Her nofe was crooked aiod tumd outvmrd, 

Her mouth flood fbule awry. 
A worfe formed kdy then fhee was. 

Never nun faw with his eye. 

To halch upon him, king Arthur, 

The lady was fiai bine; 
But Icing Arthur had foigott his lesfoo, 

What he fhold lay againe. 

What knight art thou, the lady layd. 

That wilt not fpeake to me i 
Of me Ihou nodiing [be] dismayd, 

Tho I be ugly to fee. 

For I have hatched you curteondye, 

And you will not me againe: 
Yett I may h^ipen, fir knight, fliee laid, 

To eafe thee of thy paine. 
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THE MARRIAGE OF SIR OAWAINE. 

THE mPKOTEKBHT, 

* As mthfiill^ he rode over a more, 

He * fiiw" a ladye ' fette,' 
' Betweene' an oke, and a greene ' holUye,' 
' All' clad ia red fcarlette. 

tjpr nofe was crookt and turnd outwkrd^ 
Her ' chin' Itoode ' all' awrje ; 

* And where' aa fliolde have ' been' her inoudie« 

' Lo !' there was fet her eye. 

Mer bmrea, hkeftrptntt, cbotg aboute 

Her eheeke* of deadb/e hewt: 
A worfe-fonn'd ladye than flie was, 

No man * mote ever viewe.' 

To ' haile the king in feemelye fort* 

< This' ladye was fiille &ine ; 
But king Arthilre ' al fore amaz'd,' 

* No annfwete made' againe. 

What ' wight' art thou, the ladye fayd, 

That wilt not fpeake to mee ; 
' Sir, I may chance to eafe thy paine,' 

Though I be ' foule' to fee. 
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Give thou eaTe-me, lady, he fud, 

Or helpe me any thing, 
Thou flialt have gentle GanaJDe, my cozen, 

And marry him with a ring. 

Why if I helpe thee not, thou nohle king Arthur^ ' 

Of thy owne hearts defiringe, 
Of gentle Gawatne. .... 

' [About mne_fianzai woiiting.] 



And when he came to the Tcarne Wadling, 
The. baron there cold he frinde [finde^, 

With a great weapon on his backe, 
Standing Ailfe and flronge. 
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THE IMPROVEUENT. 

' If thbii [wilt^ eafe ' ray paint,' he Tayd, 

' And' heipe roe ' in my neede;' 
' Alk what* thou leiit, thou grimme Udyi, 

And itjhall be thy meede. 

faeare mee this iq>on the roode, - 

And protniji on thyfaye; 
And here thtfecrtttt I ma teUc, 

Thaljhali thy ran/ame-paye. 

King Arthur promis'd on higfaye, 

Andficare upon the roode; 
Tiefecrette thm the ladye told. 

At lightlye vieUJku cou'de. 

KffiD Ihiijhall be my paye,Jir ting. 

And this rny guerdon bee, 
That fame yong,fair and courtlye knight, 

Thou bringe to marrye mee. 

Tt^ then pricked king Arlhitre, 

Ore hiUe, and dale, and dawne; 
Jndjbone kefounde tie barone'i bowre: 

And/oone the grxvmt barbune. 

* He bare his clubbe' upon bis backe, 

' He fiood bothe' AiRe and fironge; 

* And when >e had the letters reade,' 

Awayb ' the lettret flunge.' 
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THE MARRIAGE OF SIR GAWAINE. 

TBB OKiaiVAL. 

And then be tot^ king Aithun letters in his handi, 

And ftway he «4d them fling ; 
And then he pnkt oat a good browne Tword, 

And crjrd himielf a kii^ 

And he Tayd, I have tltee and th; land, Arthur, 

To doe as it pleafelh me ; 
For this b not thy ranfome fure, 

Therfore yeeld thee to me. 

And then beCpoke him, noble Arthur, 

And bad him hold hit hand* ; 
And ^ve me leave to fpeake my mind, 

In defence of all my land. 

* He' &Jd as I came over a more, 

I fee a lady where Oiee fate, 
Betweene au oke and a green hollen, 

Shee was clad in red fcarlette. 

And fhe fays a woman will have her will, 

And this is all her cheef defire, 
Doe me right as thou art a baron of fckill. 

This is thy laufome and all thy hyer. 

He layes, an early vengeance light on her, 

She walkes on yonder more, 
It was my lister that told tbee this, 

She is a mislhiqtpea hoic. 
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* Nove yielde* thae, Arthur, and th; < lands,* 

' All forMt imto' mee ;" 
For this is not thy * paye, Gr king, 

* Nor may thy ranfome bee.' 

* Tct hold thy hand, thou proude bardne,' 

* I pray thee' hold ' thy* hand ; 

And give mee leave to fpeake * once moe,* 
In ' reskewc^ of my land, 

' This morne,' as I came over a more, 

] ' Taw* a ladye ' Tette,' 
Betweene an oke; and a greene halite, 

< AU' clad in red fcariitte. 

Shee fayes, ' all fromen* will have < their' wiUe^- 

This is ' their* chief defyre ; 
' Mow yield,' as thou art a barone ' true,' 

* That I have payd mine byre.' 

An earlye vengeaunce light on her 1 
' The carliOi baron fwore ; 

* Shee* was my fister tolde thee this, 

' And Ihee's' a mifhapen whore. 
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But deer lie make mine avow to god, 

To So her an evill lume ; 
For an ever I may tbate fowlb theefe ge[t] 

lo a fyer I will her burne. 

[jfbout niiKjlanzai mmting.} 

THE SECOKS FAKT. 
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But here I mil make mine avowet 

To do her ' as ill a.' turne : 
For on ever I may that foule theefe gette, 

III a fyre I will her burne. 

PART THE SECOKD. 

Homeaarde pricked king ArtHtre, 

And A vxarye matt vkm hee; 
Andfoone he mette qucene Gvenever, 

That bride fo bright ofblee. 
What newel! what newes! thou noble king. 

Hoax, Arthur, ha0 thoujpedf 
Where Aqtf thou haig the carKJh kmghlef 

And inhere befiaw'd his head ? 

The Cartijh htiight U/afe/or mx. 

And free fro mtirl/il harme: 
On magicke grounde hit castle Jands, 

Andfendd vath many a charme. 
To bffwe to him I watfiillefaiM, 

And yielde mee to his hand; 
And bat for a lothly ladye, there 

IJholde have lofi my land. 
And nam thisfUs my hearte viith looe, 

And/orri/aie of my Ufe; 
I /wore a yonge and iourtlyc knight, 

Sholde marry herto Ms wife. , 
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THE OKtGIITAL. 
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THE MARRIAGE OF SIR GAWAINE. 

THE IMPROTEMBMT. 

Then bejpah himjir Gmtdirte, 

That was ever a gaUle knighte: 
That hlhly ladye I will wed; 

Therefore be merrye and l^hte. 

Naux itaye, nime naye, good fir Oawiuiu ; 

My filter' tfvimeyee bee; 
Thii lothlye lady^t ail too grimme. 

And all ioo/oule/or gee. 

Her nti/e u crookt and tum'd oulwdrde; 

Her cUnfiandt all aiwrye ; 
A worfeform'd ladye thanjhee u, 

Wat never Jeen mth eye. 

What though her eUnfioHd all awrye, 

Andjhee befoule to fix ; 
ru jnarry her, mkk,for thyfiike, 

And ru thy rai^ome bee. ■ 

Nome thankes, nowe than/ta, good fir Gaw^tae, 

And a blueing thee befyde! 
To-morrow lote'U have hdghts and/quiret. 

And wee'U goefetch thy bride. 

And we^ll have hawkes and icee'U have houndes, 

To cover our tnlent; 
And we^li awwf to the greene forifi, 

At wee a himting went. . 
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'Sir Lancelot and Gr Steven bold, 

They rode witb them that day, 
And the formoft of the company 

lliere rode the lleward Kay, 

Soe did fir Banier aiid fir Bora, 

Sir Garrett with thera foe gay, 
Soe did fir Tristeram that geatlc ki^t, 

To the forrcfi frelh aad gay. 

And when he came to the greene ibtreft. 

Underneath a greene hoUy tru. 
There Tate that lady in red tcwiiU, 

That unfeemty was to fee. 

Sir Kay beheld thi* ladyea U'09^ 

And looked iippon her fiuM ; 
Whofoever kifses this lady, he feycs* 

Of his kifTe he Hands in kna/. 

Sir Kay beheld the lady agaioe. 

And looked upon her Ihout, 
Whofoever kifses this lady, Ew Taies, 

Of his kifle he fiutds in doubt. 

Peace, coten Kay, then laid fir GawaiD^ 

Amend thee of thy life ; 
For there is a kni^t amongft ui all 

That mufi marry her to his wife- 
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Sir Lanodoti fir Stephen bolde, 

They rode with thfiffl that dxye; 
And fbtemoft of the i!oidp6afh. 

There rode the Aewtfrde Kaye : 

Soe did tlr Eixdtst aiA Gr Bore, 

' And eke fir Guratte Keetfe/ 
Sir Tristram *. too,' t!i»t gentle Jmighf,- 

To the foreft frelhe and ' gteitx.' 

And whett * th^y' dftdit to the greene torr&t, 

Beneathe a ' &ir&* fadley tree, 
Hiere fate that bkdye in red fcarUtte, . 

TK&t^nfe^4)rily«!'wAs<to fee. 

Sir Kay beheld < that" lady's lace, 

And looked upon her fweere ; 
Whoever ki&es < that' ladye, he fayes, 

Of his kifle he Hands in feere. 

Sir Kay beheld < that* ladye againe, 

And looked upon her fnout ; 
Whoever kifses ' that' ladye, he layes, - 

Of his kifle he Hands in doubt. 

Peace, ' brother' Kay, fayde fir Gaw^ne, 

And amend thee of thy life : 
For there is a knight amonglt us all, 

Muft marry her to his wife. 
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What wedd her to wiffe ! then bid fir Kay, 

lu the divells name anon ; 
Gett me a wiffe where-ere I may, 

For I had rather be Uaiue. 

Ilieii foome took« up their hawkei in haft, 

And fome tooke up their hounds, 
And fome Tware they wold not marry her 

For cit^ nor for towue. 

And then befpake him noble king Arthur, 

And fware there by this day. 
For a litis foule fi^t and migiiking, 

[About amefioMM •M/n^.] 
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What ' marry this foule queene, quoth' Kay, 

r the devil's name anone ; 
Gett mee a wife wherever I maye, 

' In footh fliee fliall be none.' 

Then fome tooke up their hawkes in halle, 

And fome took up their houndes ; 
And ' ia.yd' they wolde not marry her, 

For ' cities,' nor for ' townea/ 

Then befpake him king^ Arthikre, 

And fware there by this daye; 
For a little foule light and mislikinge, 

Ytejhdi Wit fay her nai/e, 

Peact, Itmlittgt, peace; fir Gawainejayd ; 

Nor tnake debate dndfir^e; 
This lotilj/e iadye I vMl take, 

^ttd marry her to my teife, 

Kffwe thankei, nowe thanket, good fir Gaieamc, 

And a blunge be thy meede! 
For at I am thine mene ladyi, 

Thou never fiialt rue. thia dude. 

Then vp they toofi that htily dame. 

And home anone they britige: 
And there fir Gtrwaitu he her wed, 

And married her mth a riage. 
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Andnkatti^ vere in wed-ied laid, 

And aU mere done awayei 
•' Comeiumeio mee, tnme owne ned-lord. 

Come tume to met Ipraye." 

Sir GaiBittneJtamt coM V^ lar head, 

Forforrovx and far care; 
When, lo ! in^ead of t*at •Uttk^se dame, 

Heefawt a j/oung ladfcfaire, 

Steett Uufkafim/n'd her rwd-red ehtdie, 

Her e^en were blaeki aafiae: 
The ripening cherrtfe/weSde her kppe. 

And ail htr necke wasfnaue^. 

Sir ■Oaama: kifi'd that iadffaire, 

lying vpon Ihejkeete: 
And/wore, aihevma trme Im^hte, 

TkeJ^ce isat neoer foe fiieete. 

Sir Gamme Ufit'd tbu Mg hn$Mt, 

lying thereby kiijlde; 
» Thefairefiftauef i mtftfaire: 

Tiou n^ver can^ bee my bride." 

I am ti^Mde, mmc omu deare iorde, 

The fame vAiche thou diift kname, 
That teas foe lothlye, and vai wont 

Ufon the wild more ta goe. 
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Then fliee faid, ehoofe thee, gentle Gftwntne; 

Truth as I doe fay, ' 
Wether thou wilt have [me] in this liknefle, 

In the night or elfe in the day. 

And then befpaiie him gentle Ganaioe, 

With one foe mild of moode, 
Sayes, well I know nhat I wold b.y, 

God grant it may be good. 

To have thee fowle in the night. 

When I with thee ihold play. 
Yet I had rather, if I jnight. 

Have thee fowle in the day. 

What when lojds goe with ther * fdres/ fltee &id, 
Both to the ale and wine, \ 

Alas! then I muft hyde my felfej. 
I muft not goe withinne. 

And then befpake him gentle Gawsine, 

Said, Lady thats but s ftiil, 
And becaufe thou art my owoe lady. 

Thou (halt have aU thy will. 

Then Ihe faid, blefsed be thou, goitle Gaxraine, 

This day that I thee fee, 
For as thou fee me alt this time, 

From henceforth I wil be. 
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' Nowe, gentle Gawaine, chufe, quoth {bee,' 
' And make thy choice with care i' 

Whether ' by night, or elfe by daye,' 
< ShaU I be fouLe or fiut« V 



" To have thee Tmile [ftiU] in the night. 

When I with thee fliould playe I 
' I had rather-fiirre, my lady deare,' 

[To] have thee foule ' by" daye." 

What when ' gaye ladyes' goe with dieir ' lordes,' 

To [drioke] the ale and wine ; 
Alas ! then I mufl hide myfelf, 

I mull tiot goe with ' mine f 

" ' My &ir Wy^ fir Oawaiiie fayd/ 

' I yield rae to thy' ftille; 
Becaufe thou art mine owne ladyfe 

Thou (halt have all thy wille," 

' Now' blefsed be thou, * fweete' Gawlune, 

[And] ' the' day that I thee fee ; 
For as thou feeft mee at this time, 

' Soe Ifaall I ever bee.' 
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My father wu «d t/id kd^, 

And yett it chanced foet 
That he marryed a yMinge lady. 

That brought me to this woe. 

She* witched me. being a fiure young lady, 

To the greene forrell to dwell, 
And there I muft walke in womana liknefle, 

McA like a feeind of hell. 



She witched wy firotfeaptA'a ioAtth.^.. 
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My father was an ' aged' kiughte, 

And yet it chanced foe, 
He < tooke to wife' a < (nW lE^y^ 

' Whiche' broughte me to this woe. 

Shee ,^titc^'<l "Ofy b^ng b. bitp yonge ' ptiit,' 

' In' the greene forfeft todtv^lle; 
And there < to abide' in * lothlye Ih^i^ 

Moll like a fiend of helle. 

Mi4fi mores and mq/J|»; woadt and mUif 

To Uad a hntfcme Ufc : 
TiUfotae yongfaira gitd ^(mrtlye iffigite 

Wolde marrye nip (o ^ i^fe: 

Nor fully to gmne.ninf ome trfwejbiffit, 

Such VHU her devili^^^Vit.; 
Until hf wqlde jfiddfi fo he ruTd liy 9fe, 

And let mee have all ro^ xaUle, 

She witchd my brflt^er to a * eariilh' b^OTf, 

AndtaadehmJ^fmidP:fnge: 
And bUlt iim a ba^e on vuigiclfe gr9mde, 

To Uve by ra^ne a«d mange, 

Bta now tiu.fyeUe it broken thrpfight. 

And wroagfi u ti/rnde to rigAte;^ 
Henceforth I shall bee afatre ladyi, 

And heebea gaUle knighie. 
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Titat looked Toe foule and that was wont 
On the wild more to goe. 

Come kifTe her, brother Kay, then faid fir Gavain, 

And amend the of thy life, 
I fware this is the fame lady 

That I marryed to my wiffe. 

Sr Kay kifsed that lady bright. 

Standing upon Im feete ; 
He fwore, as he was trew knight. 

The fpice was never ft>e fweete. 

Well, cozen Gawaine, fwes fir Kay, 

Thy chance is fallen arrigbt. 
For thou haft gotten one of the feirefi maids, 
- I ever faw with my fight. 

It is my fortune, faid fir Gawatne, 

For my unckle Arthurs fake : 
I am as g^ad as 'gralte wold be of raine, 

Great joy that I may take. 

'^r Gawaine tooke the lady by the one arme, 

Sir Kay tooke her by the tother; 
They led her ftraight to king Arthur, 

As they were brother and brother. 
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King Arthur welcomed them there all, 
And foe did lady Genever his queene, 

With all the knights of the rouode t&ble. 
Moil feemly to be feene. 

King Arthur beheld tbat lady fure, 

That was foe faire and bright ; 
He thanked Chrtft io trinity, 

For fir Gawaine that gentle knight 

Soe did the knights, both more and leiTe, 

Rejoyced all that day. 
For the good chance that hapened was 

To fir Gawaine and his lady gay. 



This mode of publifhing ancient poetry displays, 
it muft be confefs'd, confiderable talent and genius, 
but favours flrongly, at the fame time, of un&ii- 
nefs and dishonesty. Here are numerous ftanzas 
inferled which are not in the ori^nal, and others 
omited which are there. The purchafeers and pe- 
mfeers of fuch a coUeclion are deceive'd and im- 
pofe'd upon; th& pleafure they receive is derive'd 
from the idea of antiquity, which, in h£t, b perfed 
illuGon. If the ingenious editour had pubtifh'd all 
his imperfed poems by correding the blundera of 
puerility or inattention, and fupplying the defeds 
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of barbmriaii .ignoraiice, with pfDper> distinOfBU of 
typ^ (as, in one inftance, he actually has done), it 
would not onely have gratify'd the Kuftereeft anti- 
quary, hut allfo' provideed refine'd entertainineni 
" for every reader of tafle and genius." He would 
have aded &irly and bonoTablety, aiid giveeri eveiy 
fort of reader complete fatisfactioh. Autlientidty 
would have been united with improvciaeiit, aad tU 
would have gone net; whereas, in the piefcot edi- 
tions, it is firmly believe'd, not one article has been 
ingenuously or feitkiuUy printed iromlkfl hegiving 
to the end : nor did the late eminent Thomas l^r- 
whitt, fo ardent a refearcber into ancient poetry, 
and an intimate friend of the posfesfour, ever fee 
this curious, though tatter'd, fragment; nor would 
the late excellent George Steevens, on th« kdlhopq 
perfonal application, confent to fanctioD the au- 
thenticity of the printed copy with his flgnature.* 

■ The bHbop of Drodnore (as he now n), on k focmer oeea- 
fton, bBveing hin^dr, i> hb «d knowt, illnadjr fMtfi taA 
convpted ■ modsm Swtifli Ji)ogi " Thk line," be &^ " be. 
ing quoted from mcmoiy, vid ^vea u old Sctxtifh poetiy ii 
piy DO Doe, in fuch a ale, except himrdf] now uTually 
pfinied (Sdtfuet, I77s, I,-ziXTiilOt C'Comi zk ntit thb 
•okDKit i") (o ^ve it a eemin ifipataaca of nift uu) *Dti- 
qnity. Tlui ideDtical Tong, being, kftennid, faithfully and 
oomSiy printed in a certain CoUictitn of fuch thinp, from 
the eailydl copy known, which, like all the reft, wU accu- 
WdyMfel'dto, 

*' Dvx vou upo' the borderF" 
{Sntykfrnp, primed for J. Johnlbn, 17(M> I, aw) the wortl^ 
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A duu^ Itinikr to thai which ii before rcpr^ 
ftUnl to hsve takeen place in France, took place 
IB EDgteland at a fomewhat lalcer period. Caxton, 
tmr firft printer, had fo little taOe for poetry, that 
he never ptiotad one fingle metiioal rouance, nor, 
in fk&, any poetical compofitioa whatever, be&de 
Gowen Ca^t^ aftuafia, Tlie Canterbnry tales, 
and a few other piece«t of Chancer, Lydgata, ift. 
He tramlatced, indeed, Vir^l and Ond, ont ef 

ptdatc tbought piDper, in the laft edition of hu altreadj 
wciteM comiHliiion, to ufot that tua own eoiTiipiioii " would 
b«e bWQ tndUj combed by that capj," had not idleonfi- 
dRwe bees ddboycd by iti being alteMd in tbe." HiitKkd 
olajr" prdiied to thai publicatian to 

** y» UT» upo' the botder;" 
the belWr," he wb, wiA hia nfiul caadoiw, " to fiwooi a po- 
fitian, thu TOMXty of the pipoa m^l live upon the botdera, 
for the conveniency of Klaiding fairs, S'r. in both lungdoma." 
Hi*, hDWever, ii an mrAMans lte; it beine iBat^ mM» 
likely that be UnUf, who hu pmcdfc'd ev0f land of Ibisciy 
■cd impoetuie, had fomc facta enll to alter this idendctil lina, 
with much more (iolcnce, and, as be owsa bimfdf, actual 
'< corhvptioh," to give the quotation an air of an^nitf, 
which it wai ikot intiUe^d to. The pitfcot olitovn text i* per- 
leftlj accmate, to a fmgle eoBmia, but " this line," u be pts- 
tettdi to apolo^fe for his own, " iKing quoted fin the Bifay\ 
bora memory," haveing frequently heard it (b fang, in hia 
younger days, by a nonb-countty blackfnuib, wkhom think- 
ing it neceslaiy, at the iBoment, to turn to Ibe genuine text, 
which lay at his eltiow, and which his loidflup diri HOT 
iMFiACH. " Thou hypocrite, fiift call out the beam put at 
dune own eye, and then Ibali ihou fee [more] cleariy to caft 
gut the tnoto oiw of thy brotben ^e." •(Cwyri ttc B r ii af t* 
f . Jtatkwr, On^ VII, Veilc » j 
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Frencb, into Engletfta, profe; and we are indebted 
to him, by the like meuii for fevenil venenible 
black-letter romancees in foho, or quarto, fuch as 
Mart Darthur, compile'd, it feems, by fir Thomas 
-Malory ; Charlemagne, Reynard tie Jos, and others ; 
the lirft of which, though mofl abominaUely raon- 
gle'd, became exceedingly popular, and was fre- 
quently reprinted ; alltbough no copy of the ori^nal 
edition is now known to exift. Several of the old 
Ei^leilh metrical romancees were, afterward, 
printed by Wynken dc Worde, Pinfon, Copland, 
and others, chiefly in the earlyer part of the iix- 
teenth century ; many of which are mi preTerve'd 
in publtck library's, and a few private collections. 

When we conlider, fays mister Warton, the feu- 
dal manners, and the magnificence of our Norman 
ancestors, their love of military glory, the enthufiafm 
with which they engaged in the crufadeg, and the 
wonders to which they mult have been bmiliarife'd 
from thefe eailern enterpiifees, vre naturally fup- 
pofe, that their retinue abounded with ininflrels and 
harpers, and that their chief enterlaimnent was to 
lillen to tiie recilal of romantick and martial ad- 
ventures. But i have been much disappointed in 
my fearches after the metrical tales which mult 
have prevul'd in their times. Molt of thefe old 
heroick Tongs are peiifh'd with the liately castles 
in whofe halls they were fung. Yet they are not fo 
totally loft as we may be apt to imagine. Many of 
them fiil partly exift in the old Eogleilh metrical 
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Toraances,* yet divefted of their original form, po- 
liOi'd in their flile, adom'd with new incidents, fuc- 
cesfively modernife'd fay repealed tranfcripdon and 
recitation, and retaining little more than the outlines 
of iLe original." "niis, it mull be confefs'd, is not 
only a juft and accurate, hot allfo a beautyful and 
interefiing, defcription of the old EngleiO) to- 
inanceeg. Many, however, in the French language, 
fill remain, correft and peried as they came from 
the hands of the poet or minArel, and preferve'd in 
contemporary manufcripts, more or lefs, in mofi of 
the publick librarya in Europe, being, likewife, 
infinitely fuperior, in point of ftile and expresfioh, 
to their translations into Engleifli, of the compara- 
dve merit whereof it is highly probable our leamed 
historian had avery imperfefl idea. 

It is no l]ight honour to ancient romance that, fo 
late as the feventeenth century, when it was become 
fuperanuuateed and obfolete, that the expanfive 
and enlighten'd mind of our Britifh Homer was 
enrapture'd with the fludyi as is manifefled, by 
frequent and happy allufions, in his two principal 
poems: 

" and what refounds 

In fable or romance of Uthers fon. 
Begirt with Britilh and Arraoric knights ; 
And all who fince, baptiz'd or infidel, 
Joulled in Aspramoot or Montalban, 

* But many more in the French, fome of nhich were 
■clually wmcn id Engleland. 
VOL. I. k 
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Damuco, or Marocco, or Trebifond ; 
Or whom Biferta feat from Afric (hore. 
When Charlemain with all his peerage fell 
By Fontarabbift." * 

(" Though like a cover'd field, where cfaamfrioni 
bold 
Wont ride in arm'd, and at the foldaos chair 
Defi'd tbe befi of Panim chivalry 
To mortal combat or career with lance") f 
" Such forces met not, nor fo wide a camp, 
When Agrican, with all his northern powers, 
Befi^d Albracca, as romances tell, 
The city of Gatlaphrone, from thence to win 
The faireft of her fex Angelica, 
His daughter, fought by many prowefl: knights, 
Both Paynim, and the peers of Charlemane: 
Such and fo numerous was thir chivalrie/'^- 
He had even meditateed a metrical romance, or 
epick poem, upou the ftory of Arthur, which would, 
doubtlefs, have excel'd in fublimity and Jntereft 
every thing he has left us, had not his increofeing 
attachment to the puritanical fuperfiitiun of the 
times perverted his intention : 

• P.L.B. i,V.57p. " Next," be byt, " i betook me unrais 
ihofe loftf fables vul nmuuca which lecxumt in folemn can. 
tos ihedeeds of knighthood.. .So (hat even Ihole booki...prov'd 
(0 tnc fo many inticementi to the love and ftedbft obfemcioD 
of,..viHue..." SeeTolandait/e, P.sj. 

t Iti. V. jaa. 

4- Panu^cf«pria'd,B.8,V.>M. SeetheO-tendatit 
of B<Maid0. 
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« Since £rfi this fubje^ foi' herujc foiig 
PleaT'd me long cbooftag, and beginning late 
Not fedulous by nature to in<lile 
Warrs, hitlierto the onely argument 
Heroic dcem'il chief maiftrie to disfe^, 
With long and tedious havoc, fabl'd knights 
In battels feign'd;— 
Or tilling furniture, coiblazon'd fliield^, 
JlDprefes quiiint, caparirons and flecds; 
Bafes and tinliel trappings, gor^ious knights 
At jouft and tomeament; tht'n marihal'd feaft, 
Serv'd up in ball with fewers, and fenelhals,"* 
NotwilLftanding his religious enthuflarni, he ftil 
appears to regard the favourite purfu its uf bis earlier 
days with a kind of melancholy fcnfatiuii: 

And cafb a long and lingering look behind. 
To (he ahuie defign he bijnfelf alludes in hi» 
Epitaplamt Damoms, V. l6l, &c. 

" Ip/i ego Dardimias Rutitpinaptr tequora pappet 
Diatm, et Pandrafidos regnym vetus Inogenue, 
Brenniimque Ardragmnque duces, prisatmqite Ber 
imvm, 
Et tandem ArmoricM Britontimfvb lege colmos; 
Turn gruadffm Aritiro,/atali frauds, logernen, 
Mendaces vullus, aifumptaque Gorlois arma, 
Merliui dolas." — 
So that, it fcems, the fabulous history of Geot&ey 
«f Monmouth was to have been the platform of his 

' . ■ P^L. B. I, (ctflioii UW7'} See Taluidi L^ft, M, If. 
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fublime poetical llructurc ; but this pro}c3, whe- 
ther wifely or not, he abandon'd. Pope, Ukewire, 
had an intention of writeing a poem on the fubjed 
of Brutus^* 



i 4. MINSTRELS AND MINSTRELSY. 

Homer, who, as it hath been allreaily obferve'd, 
compofe'd romanced in Greek verfe, was a rbap- 
fodift, bard, or minflrel, who reforled to feafU, at 
which he fung his compoAtions to the lyre. He 
fays of himfelf, in one of his hyrans : " Hail, hea- 
venly powers, whofe praifees i Ting ; let me, altfo, 
hope to be remeinber'd in the agees to come, and, 
when any one, born of the tribes of men, comes 
hither, a weary traveler, and enquires, Who is the 
fweeteft of finging men that refort to your fealls, 
and whom you moll delight to hear? Then do you 
make anfiver for roe: It is the blind man that 
dweb ill Chios ; his Tongs excel all that can ever b« 
fung."t 

■ See his Life, by RufTheid. 

t Bbekwelll Efijtdry JMo llie life qfHomfr, P. no. Huct, 
tothefkme parpofe,obf«vei, ■' It ii neccsbiy to Kmitk, for 
tbe hoDOur of the tFoubadoorg, thu I/omei has been one be- 
fan (hem, and that he WEnt abont reciceing his verfces from 
town CO toi^n." fDe rorigiiit da romani, Paris, 1078, P.13B.J 
Doctor BenilcT fays, " He wrote ■ fequel of Tongs and ihi[h 
fodie^ to be TaDg hj himfelf, for rroiU eunings ind good 
cheer, u festivals and other days oF merriment ; the /Jiat he 
KadtbcOWDiniiUdlbeCWyf/Uf fcrtfaeoiher Tex. Tiutt 
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An anecdote, communicateed to Herodotus by 
the Lesbians, favours, likewife, very ftrongly of the 
minftrel character, Arion of Methymna [near three 
hundred years after Homer], who was fecond to 
none of the harpers of his age, and made, and 
name'd, and taught, the dithyrambick, at Corinth, 
haveing defire'd to fail into Italy and Sicily; and 
wifhing, much money being acquire'd, to return 
back to Corinth ; and whereas he was about to 
go to TarentHin, becaafe he truAed none more 
than the Corinthians, hire'd a fliip of fome of thofe 
men. When, therefor, they were out at Tea, tbefe 
confpire'd againft Arion, that, he being got rid of, 
they might enjoy his money. He, underftanding 
this, pray'd, the money being offer'd to them, that 
his life might be fpare'd. Not prevailing upon the 
mariners, they order'd, that he (hould either lay 
violent bands upon hiiufelf, that To he might obtain 
fepolture upon the (hore, or, inimcdiaiety, leap 
into the Tea. Arion, at this difficulty, befought, 
that, forasmuch as fuch was their pleafure, they 
, would fuffer him to Ting, Handing upon the deck: 
and, when he fhould have fung, he promife'd that 
be would lay violent hands upon himfelf. Thefe, 
therefor, (for the defire of hearing tbe moft excel- 

looTc fonga were not co11e£led togechrr in the fbrm of an epic 
poem, till Pifistratui's time, abooi 500 yeaia after." (Remarki 
tpan a late DucoUTji of fite-thmJmg, P. IS.J Tbii ancient 
bard, as it is fuppofe'd bj' fome leuned men, could neitfaei 
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lent performer had fdxe'd them,) retire'd &om the 
poop to the midft Of the fliip. He, being drefs'd 
with eveiy ornament, and, the harp takeen up, 
ftaitding upon the deck, awake'd the fong which a 
call'd orthiac : and that bong fung, he call him- 
felf, as he was, with all his finery, into the fea : 
and thefe, truely, held their courfe for Corinth : 
but he, receive'd, they fay, by a dolphin, was car- 
r/d to Tsnarus: and, when he had defcended 
from the dolphio, he went, in that fame habit, to 
Corinth : and, when he arrive'd there, he relateed 
every tiling that had hapen'd. Thefe things the 
Corinthians and Lesbians wont' to fay : and there 
was extant at Tenarus the moderate ^ft of Arion, 
in brafs, a man above, carr/d by a dolphin.* 

It is highly probable, as Huet has remark'd, that 
other illustrious poets of Greece imitateed Homer: 
hQ particularly mentions Simonides, who, he ex.- 
prefsly fays, exercife'd the profesfiou of a tromeur 
and choRteur.f 

The Imlnonet of the Romans were theatrical 
performers, who deliver'd the oral parts ; the mmd 
dumb actoi>, who expiefa'd every thing by dance- 
ing and gestures : neither of thefe, of courfe, bora 
the leaf): refemblance to a minflrel ; except that it 
has been fuggefled by mister Ledwich to doctor 
Percy upon a reference of SaUnahus (Notes to Hit^ 
toria aiiguila,fi:r^oni, Paris, l620, &>. P. 385); 

■ Clio, } M. . t £e Forieiat, Ice, u befoK, 
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wlience tbe latter infers that the imitative miufii^ 
of Geoffrey of MMmoutb fhave'd himfelf by clas- 
fical uitbority.* 

Beth n&mes, however, feein, after the decline of 
the empire, to have been, enoiieously, confer'd 
upon tbe niinftreb, or mufical performers of tbt^e 
times. Since, at ieafltbe minus, or jugleiB, are 
allow'd, by tbe laws of James the fecond, king of 
Majorca, to be lawfully adniislible in courts, as 
their office afforxls pleasure: wherefor that prince 
ordains, that in his palace, the number of mimet 
fhould he^fivt, of whom two were to be inmpeta-i, 
and the third, a tabovrer: fo that tbe minftrel who 
made ufe of the phrafe " Mimia tt amta vicium 
aajmro," mufl, neceslaryly, have intended two 
distind tunctions.t 

Whether tbe Lomban)s brought the minfirel arts 
into Italy, or acquire'd thus from the old inhabir 
tant^ is a question of difficult folution : but, in. the 
year 774, it hapen'd that a jocuiator, or jugle>> 
came to Charles the emperour, ufually oaU'd 

■ Dio, Indeed, In the lime of Nero, liyt, tbal ■' It was moft 
filthj Knd ETievoiM io fee, IhM men ind women, not ondy of 
the eqaenrlu), bm, et«a, of the CbiimuUL codec, eoto'd into 
ibe oichestn, ind ciicns, and ampbittieatre, like the nleeft 
men: sod Tome of Ihem rung to pipes, dance'd, afted tragedfi 
ind coroedjs, fiong 10 the harp, Vc, Esen Nera hirafelf, frt- 
qoentlr, « (he vwce of the common etyei, in the hibit of ■ 
huper, fung to the hup, (Rder to the atticle Cilhareeioi in 
ihe index to tleimait edition.) 

•f Brliipiti, &G. I, U»r. 
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Chxrlemagne, aucl, turning round in the fi^t of 
hit followen, fung a fong compofe'd by himfelf.* 

Philip Moulkes, iu the time of Philip the augoft, 
feigns this emperour to have formerly giveen, to his 
paralites and mimes or rainiicks (fatrrit tt taimit 
f^), the county of Provence ; whence, afterwardi 
fo great s number of poets grew up in this country: 

" Qwir iiwint U butn roU Karlcmaigne, 

Ol toute m\fe A fan demame, 

Provence, qui mult iert jieiitive, 

De viiu, dt bciM, d'aigue, de tvc*, 

At leceours, a* menefireus, 

Qftifont au qua laxurieut 

Le donna toute ^ departa."f 
The anecdote, at the fame time, feeuH to require 
more ancient testimony than that of Philip Muulkei. 
Sainte-Palaye is of opinion that chivalry, conG- 
(ler'd merely as a ceremony by which young per- 
fons, deftine'd to the miUtary profesGon, receive'd 
the £rft arms they were to carry, was known from 
the time of Charlemgignc : but that, r^arded as a 
dignity which ^ve the firft rank in the militaiy 
Older, and which was confer'd by a fpecies of in- 
vestiture, Bcconqmny'd by certain ceremonys, and 
a folemn oath, it would be dlEScnlt to carry it 
higher than iheeleventh century.f Henry the firfl, 
however, emperour of Germany, fumame'd He 

• Mnratori, AiUi^iiiUiei ItaUa, II, 3. 
f DuCiiigeMi)riBTHiu.ui elLiciTOR. 
4. attmaaafur Feacunnt cktvtUerit, I, Oi. 
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fvuikr, appears to have efiabliih'd touTnements ia 
930.' There is, likewife, an inftance of a juft, or 
fingle cumfaat, on horfeback, at Paris, in 978) be- 
between Grey-coat, earl of Anjou, and Benold, 
brother to the duke of Saxony.f 

Chivalry and minftrelfy, it is generally thought, 
had fome fort of connection, and, posfiblely, a co- 
elaneoQS origin ; but little or nothing is known for a 
certainty refpeding the latter, til about a century 
after the eAabliftiment of the former. According to 
a contemporary historian, Henry the third, fur- 
name'd The Black, or Blackbeard, emperour of 
Germaiiy, celebrateing bis nuptials with Agnes, 
daughter of William earl of Poictou, at the town 
of Ingelenheim, in 1043, permited an infinite mul- 
titude of minfirels and juglcrs, to the accumulation 
of his piaife, empty and hungery, without food and 
rewards, to depart furrowing, 4- -> 

" The minftrels," as define'd by the ingenious 
and refpectable autliour of an esfay on the ancient 
Englilh ones prefix'd to " Reliquei of ancimt En- 
glijk poftjy," were an order of men in the middle 
ages, who united the arts of poetry and mufic, 'and 

■ See his Legti BtuH bidiaia,Jh>i de (omnmuntu in GoU 
iaati Imprratontm TKofiu, Henmiir, lOoe, fo. II, «1. 

■f R.de DictUi 490. 

■1- HtnnaHtii Conlxacti cftronicon, Bafiloe, lasg, fo. ais, b. 
John Biomtoa, tbbot of itmat, (arj*, ibat ihe mone^ wbidi 
be hid been befote Kcustom'd to gin to the nunftrdi, ht 
lUMilbuWed to the pooii but tlut wu rabinf Peter to pij 
Fanl. 
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fntig verfei to the haip of their own compa&n^ . 
They alfo ^pear to have accompuiied their 
fongs," he faj'i, " with mimicry and action; tu}d to 
h&vB practifed fuch variout meaits of diverting b> 
vere much admired in thofe rude times, and fup- 
plied the want of more refined entertainments." 
Thus (lood the paglage in the fiiA> fecond, and 
third editions : but the learned authour not haver- 
ing brought any proof that thefe characters com- 
pofe'd their own fongs, and fill lefs th&t the fingers 
themfelve* ufe'd " mimicry and action;" it.appeaTBf 
in the Uft edition, thus alter'd : " who fubllfted by 
the arts of poetry and mufic, and fang to the harp 
verfe» compofed by thenifelves or others." Bat that 
thofe minftrels, who fung to the harp, " accompa- 
nied their fongs with mimicry and action^" ftil 
appears to Hand in need of authority. 

Maitlre Wace, in his account of the coronation 
feaft of king Arthur, is careful to enumerate the 
various orders of minltrelfy, which he fuppofees ta 
have been prefeiit on that occafion : 

" Mult o/i d la cort jugleors^ 

Chaiiteors, et rumenteors. 

MuU poiffez otrchanfons, 

Rotuenges et voialx fans, 

Vileors, lais, et notez, 

Laia de vieles, lais lie rotes, 

Laie de harpes, lain de fietalx, 

Lires, tempes, et chalemealx, 

Symphuniez, plUterioni, 
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Monacors, dei cyinbei, chorons, 

Affei I ot ti^etours, 

Joierefles, et joieois, 

Ia wm d^oaU coDtea et fables, i^." * 
The manoers of a comfuny of nunlirels are thus 
defcribe'd in an old fabliau, prabablely of the 
thirteenth century .- 

" Lt qvau maitda la meit^^nU; 

Etji afet crier entre eU, 

Qhi la meillor tntfe/auroU 

Dire, nefaire, qu'il auroit 

Sa robe d'^carlale nvcne. 

L'mu men^elt i I'autre rewe 

Fere/un mettier let qu'il fit, 

U wufel Cyvrt, raidrefia: 

Id unt chante, U autre notei 

Et h autrei i&t la riole; 

Et li autre* lajenglerie; 

Cil quifeoatt de 'jouglerit^ 

Vielentpar devaal le amfe; 

Aucuntja guifabliaiu conte 

Hi ot £t mainte r^ee, &c."t 

* .MtBjjagltri bad they at the eoan,fiigtn, ixtiHatr*^ 
tSMDy Jbnp might you beu, Rote-Jongt (fee FaiUanx im 
amitt, B, 333), ntd mcaljbngt-; fi<Uien, tajr; ind noU*; 
La/ft ia fidila, lays for nttti tayt tai htipa, ieyt fbt 
Jiflaiii Iifra,»ai com-pipai Synphenyt, pfaUeiys; JVmm> 
thvrJi, ^rmbati, efiairi. Edow tbecc were ik (r<f«<oun,- fe- 
nule and nuk pofbnun (jouturi, F.) j Some lay'd IoJm MiB 
JiMt$,ax. 

■f AUi« tf ranlu, II, 101. "Tlie count comauodedlbe 
niDflfd^ And to ba tna cutf d to tas crj'd amonc' ttic^ 
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In another extraA from a romauce, writen in 
1230, we are told that 

" Quand Us tables <fiie*furent 

Ciljagglair* m pits rfiurait 

ffont vulles, et harpts pri/ht, 

Chan/mis, font; vers, et nprijh, 

Et ge^et chanle not onl." • 
The minflreU, certainly, were not allways an 
order of men " who united the arts of poetry and 
mdAc, and fung verfes to the harp of their own 
compofing," as the wurihy .divine who formerly 
made that asfertion has been compet'd to acknow- 
lege. At the nuptials of Robert, brother to St. 
Lewis, in 1237, " Thofe who are call'd rainftr«b," 
according to Alberic, " in this fpectacle of vanity 
did many things there; as he who on a horfe rode 
upon a rope in the air; and as thofe who rode 
two oxen clad in fcarlet, blowing their horns at the 
feveral mefses which were ferve'd up to the king at 
table."* 

Thu he who could lir or do the tuft gibe AouU have bb new 
fcailet robe. Some of the mtnftrcls pafd uiottKr, To do 
hte bvGnelJ fuch a> he koew. Some Tung, othen noued; 
And others bad lecouifc to fcoltUng, And otben to lailleiy i 
Thofe who knewjugleiy, Flddle<d before the COudI; Some 
there weie vM/abliauM, Tbere wu U,fA muijr ■ UughaUe 
thing. 

■ When the table) were taken amf. The jogtert ftood op 
on their feet. So have they lakeen Tiolim^ind harpg, And w« 
bad fonga, tunes, veifia, and reprifcs, Xnd gefb fang. 

t " Itli tpd djcuntur mimfielU [(. miia/lTtllH nJftttaeulB 
WQKJIatn mulUL iHJicennUfJicutiUtipaiii ifuajkptr cardmm 
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Id the aocieot Roman de Bertie au grand pied, 
writen by king Aden^s, a wel-known poet fo call'd, 
in the thirteenth century, it b relateed, that dore- 
ing the graiuj fc^ gjveeu by Pepin on hb tnarriBge, 
there was esecuteed a magnificent concert) com- 
pofe'd hy three minftrels, of whom one play'd upoa 
ihevielle (or fiddle), another upon the harp, and 
the third upon the lute.i 

It is certain that many perfons in France bore 
the title of " Roy de mitafiraux," inftancees whereoC 
are gjve^n by Du Cange: but, in Engleland, though 
Anlliij has meotli^'d feveral tainfireUvho.An dis- 
tinguilh'd by the titlQ of king,, (as Rex Robertut 
nnnifirallut, &c. in the time of king Edward I.) 
none of them is exprefsly call'd rex muU/lraUontm, 
or iHn^ of tie mu^reU, (except John Caumz, king 
of Richard the feconds, in 1 397) ; neither does hU 
Rexjugfatomm belong to this country. Aden^a, a 
celebratted poet, who Uve'd in the 13th century, 
lays of himfelf, in one of his romances : 
" Ce iivre de Cleomades 
Rinije le roy Adenez, 
Menestre ait ion due Henry:" 
meaning, it feeros, Henry duke of Brabant, who 
dye'd in 1247. He, elfewhcre, calls himfelf Roy 

in atre equilaret, Bfjicut iUi qui duos ionts de fcarlate vuti- 
let apnlahaat cornilanlti adfitgvlafercvia qua epponeboKtur 
Ttgiitt mtH/a," Chro.P.S&l; Sttmaires Jitr rancieime chaia- 
Urit, I, MS. I 
t 5il. da Tomaru, Aviil, 1777, F. 147' 
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JdaUt, mnd ia fo call'd by othen: bat Jtil the 

raaJoD is uoknown. 

I^M]uier h quite al a lofs to account Tor Ihe 
word -kmg u apply'd to a min/tnl; remarting only 
Aat the <motA jmdngleitr [Jouglerie] had, by fuC- 
cesflon of time, tum'd into JUght-of-ioHd, " We 
have fiien," he Skys, " in our youth the Joumgletirt , 
meet at a certain day, every year, in the town of 
Ohawq' in Pioardy, to fhew their profesfion before 
Ae paople, who couLi do bell ; and this," ads he, 
" that i here fay of them is not to depreciate thefe 
andent rimeen, but to fhew that there is nothing 
fo bcBHteons which is not annlhilateed with time:"* 
where, by the way, he feems, by die expresfion 
" anciau rimeun," to aUude rather to what they 
bftd forraeriy been, than to what they were in his 
own time, when, ua he has altready told us, they 
were fimk into mcnjitglert. 

That the different profesfore of minftrelfy were, 
in ancient ^roes, distinguifh'd by names appro- 
priateed to thur refpective purfuits, cannot rea- 
fonablely be disputeed, though it may be difficult to 
prove. The frOHVmr, trweoare, or rymoitr, was he 
who compofe'd romaiu, amies, fabliaux, okanfonM, 
and lait; and thofe who confiiie'd tfaemfelves to 
the compofition of conlet and /ablioiu, ohtain'd 
the appellation of eonteurs, eonteourt, or /abtiert. 
The fflCMfrter, matefirel, or minftrel, was he who 
• Rtchtrcha, &c. Faria, 10SS> 1o. P.eit. 
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HOMAXKE AND 'MINSFB;ELSr. cUx 
sccompany'tt his foi^ by a mufical inftrnnvent, 
both the words and the melody being occafionBlly 
fiirnifli'd by himfelf, and occafionally by othen.* 
Th.»jogdomr,jwgkmr,ijagkor,jopikre, or jugler, 

* Le Giand dutiDSDilhea the mnufrirr who pUj^d uS 
fang from Ihe mtruflril wbo *ru the chief or heul of tbe 
troop; bnt without being ible to adduce anf lutboiiir for 
provdng fhch ■ distinction. 

■f Mol,f(fng(iNr, u the ignoruit oi inittenttn Fiendi iiriit- 
ten of tbe uHi centuiy, wbo could not, it u (nobable, leid 
die mBnuTciipU, snd iniitook the u for ui r, there being, 
in &ft, litde or no distinction between them, uiiifbrmlj 
oithogi^hifi^d it : and u every Ficnch audraur, faiitotini, 
commemaior, txytadBptt, sloafarifl, or .dictionaij>ii»ki^ 
with tbe whole hod of copjilb and printen, fiom Cbat time 
to the piefent, have confiantly wiiten, printed, ctymologiTe'd, 
and eipWn'd it. In erery mannlinipt, however, Ftoich or 
N6ntutii,ctfthe&ineei]thM fburtsBnth finntury, or, atlnfti 
wbeieever tbe u eccun, and «an be distinguifh'tl from an n, 
it is nnilbimly writenjDU^icDvr, otjougkor (Roman dt H'oj-e, 
Hailey MS. usg), but generally without a v,}iiglere (Rmnan 
dt Ftu-Guarini, in the tii^ MS, la C XII), and fiagaenilj 
witboDt an o, aijagltovr (Hatlcy MS. soss], jug^trrt (Lt 
Bmt, pasCm). Many hundred of fuch inftancca could have 
been ealeyly aded, but the fciupulou) reado' had better confull 
tbe originals. The lame pmpiic^ wB ciUciTcfd in En^eland, 
where tbe cormpt oittu^iaphy, joagter, ha* ocvei been nude 
ufe of, either in manufcripl or print, til within ttaefe-fcw yean, 
and, probabldy, for the Tiift time, in the Rtliipta qfanntta 
Eaglj/k poetry. T\eaa,ia'Dn\ti LyftifAlyfandtn 
" Tbe minftrellei fyngc, tbejogtbmn carpe;" 
J^iin, in Robert Mannyugi ttaiulation from Petci of Brul' 
lil^ltoa: 

" JogeUmri were there inouh." 
But thoagh he namei both, he doea not give them ftvetal 
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Offiufed Ihe fpectators with digbt of hand tricks, 

cups and bolls, SfC. 

A^, in Thtfreres tak, V. 70*9 : 

" A loaly jogdour fxa deceiven thee." 
Tlas appears clear from the condud of John de 
fUumpayne, who, irheti he fets out to deceive 
Moris of Whitington, lakes with hiin*a male, which 
contuiis his juglerys, and out vf which, mofl likely, 
he had already fu blackeo'd, inflateed, and de- 
form'd his vifage, that his moft intimate acquaint- 
ance did not know him. The ■ciiutteouTr or cAan- 
terre, was one who lang ; the -Dukre or karpere, he 
who accampany'd the ckanterre, when he did not 
perform himfelf, and would be cail'd indifferently 
by «ther name, or the general one of minfird, &c. 
A }iutrw, or wtnou, (hould, properly, have been the 
bufioon of B play, as he was among the Romans: 
but tliefe names, in fa3,appeartohave becngiveen 
by affeded pedants, who mistook their meaning. 
Hierewere, Wit<mk, _fiiUmtr», tmbtjlera, amifai- 
totrt, dancers, all three mention'd by Chaucer in 

eaployme n ti. Cnr^g teenu rrnonimooi tofingntg ; tboogfa, 
it is fKj'i tbove, 

'* The miafiriU Jing, the jogtUnm carpe :" 
■Dd may, ftieirfor, imply latHig or rtcitehig. ' 
Agtin, inCliiucen RsmmU nf thi nfe, V.TM: 

'■ Miniftrallil Ind Ae joftkiturt," 
All,e*ident1ytind immediudy fnxn the ^tinjociiUm-. He 
ii, however, in olhcr plucea, lepcatedly oU'd ■ j^gtltr. 
Cax^eaiiei, fays Warlon, menlkmi ■ " jocuUtor, gm JHetat 
tombare ;" tjugttr who knew how to lumilt. (I, C.) 
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ROMANCE AND MINSTRELSY. tbd 
hit traiulatioQ of the Rommt of the rtfe, V. 7Sit 
Sec. 

" There mightift thou Te there,;fu/oiir/ 

Mv^raBU&aAeVejogtloitn 

That well to fin^n did Iher pai&e — 

There wai many a titab^ere, 

AaA faUoun, that i dare well fwere 

Ycothe ther craft full parfitly 

The Hmbm up fall fubtilly 

Thei caftin, and hent them full oft 

Upon a linger faire and foft," 
The farceun, or buffoons, were, posfiblely, the 
proper Autriones or niunt, who a£ted ridiculous and 
burlefque dramas of a fingle part, whence the term 
farce is ftil ufe'd for a Ihort and laughable enter- 
tainment ; baiaditu, or daitceeri ,- labourera, or ta- 
bertrtt, who perfonn'd on the tabour or tabourin;* 
and, perad venture, feveral other distinctions. All 
thefe, however, in proceTs of time, appear to have 
been confounded under the conunon name of min- 

■ Id an old fehUsa, in the Hulaui MS. 3153, a nunftrd 
iMing out ffom LntdoQ, uid^nwedng die king, 
" Eittotajen tol porta Jbwt tibour, 
Otpgmt de or e rithe acmr," 
The king, who addn&ei him with "Jiri iog\oai," is treated 
with Tcif little ceremony. 

Fkuchet remeniber*d to h**e leen Martin BuatOD (then old 
nunflrel of Orleaiu}, who at feifla and nuptials bet a taboiu 
(tofounn) of fllvn, fet with plUci allfo of filver, graveco with 
the armorial bcaiing* of thoTe whom he had taught to dance. 
fRtcwiI, P. rs.) " Her<,"obG:rvei doctor Ferqr," we fee that 
• minftrel perfonned Axnctiinea Iba fancfloB oft ilancjng> 
nutex." (P.xlviU.) 

V0L. I. 1 
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ftrdft «r jiiglert, aod by Latin writeen, mmtfiri, 
nani/lrelU, joculalortt, Jnjtriona, mimi, Itceatorti, 
fcurrx, wnuto^i, cUkarittx, or citkarteda, cantora, 
or cantatora, parq/Utg,famtlici, n^ulona, epwUmet, 
and the like. Their peculutr BppelUtioiu, however, 
may, doubtlefs, have been preferve'd emoi^ them- 
felve«, without being much attended to by ihore 
who only conQder'd them m a body of men whofe 
profesAoQ wu to pleaTe; or, at leafl, b^ their owli 
corruptton in Uteer timet, when' one did all, and 
the whole fyslem Auik into tDfigmficaoCe and con- 
tempt 

^ Sometimes," fays Fontenelle, " dureiog the 
repall'oraprince,yOH would fee arrive an tinknown 
irommre, with his minflrels oi' juglers, and make 
Aem (ii^, upon their harps or violihs, the verfeS» 
which he hai compofe'd : thofe who made HoBfomtdt 
as wel as the mards being the moll elleem'd."* 

Lc Grand, havmng allready fp<4:een of thefa 
troopi of rambleii^ mu&cians, who in the great 
feafts, in the plenary caurts, and at marriageei 
ran together, to amufe the nolHlityf fayi, " This 
profesfioQ, which mifery, tibertinrfm, and the 
vagabond life of this fort of people, have much 
decry'd, require'd, however, a nultipUcity of at> 
tsinmsnls, and. of talents, which OM would, at 
tlib day, have Tome difficulty to find reunlteed, and 
who ha$ much more right to be aftonilh'd, nQre* 
over, in the ageep .of tgnorsiKe i for, belidf oU tbe 
fbngR, oU and Mw,' b^e tbe'4urrenl aiiecdotes, 
• B^ort At tkttrt. 
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die tales, and faUiaitx, which they pique'd them- 
felves upon knowing; befide the romancees of the 
time, which it behoved them to know, and to pos> 
feTs in |«rt, they eould declaim, fing, compofe in 
mufick, play on feveral inflniraents and accom- 
pany them. Frequently, even, were they anfhourai 
and made themfelvea the piecees which they atter*d. 
In fine, there were fome who, to all thefe talenta, 
join'd the fcience of the cork-balla, of juglery, and 
of all the tricks known." • ■ 

The following cnrious narrative of thefe fii^olar 
characters is related in an old JabSau: " Two 
troops of minftrets met in a castle, and wil'd to 
amufe the lord by a quarrel. One fay'd he could 
tel tales {confer) in Romance (»■ e. French) and 
Latin; he knew more than forty lai/a anAftmgi of 
gej^s, and all the fongs posfible that you could ima- 
pne to aflt of him. He knew, allfo, the romaneeet of 
advenhire, and in particular thofe of the Rmmd 
table. He knew, in fine, to sing a great many 
romanced) fuch as Vivien, Rtynaud [r. Oger] le 
Danoit, &c. and to tel JPhrii end Blanekeflowa*. 
He finifh'd the enumeration of his talents by foma 
pleafantrys ; and pretended that if he had takeen 
the piofesfion he follov^d, it was not that he had 
not many others to procure him a confid^aMe 
fortune: for he knew verywel to hoop an.eg,,to 
bleed the cats, to cup an ox, andcov» houfees 
with omlets, 8^c. and if any one would give him 
two harps, he felt himfelf capable to make a muftck 
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Inch as no one em heard the like. At length, 
after fome new injuiys, he advife'd the minftrel 
whom he had attack'd to go out of the castle with- 
out being pra/d ; defpifeing him too much to dis- 
honour himfelf and his comrades to firike a'maa (a 
contemptible. Tbb fellow underv^ue'd him in his 
turn, and demanded of him how be dare'd to fay 
he was a good minfirel who knew neither pleafant 
tales nor dil*. For me, fa/d fae, i am not one of 
thefe ignoramuses whofe whole talent is to play the 
cat, the fool, the drunken man, or to fay foolifb 
things to their comrades : i am of the number of 
thefe good trouverra, who invent all that they lay: 

" Ge fuit ju^ere de viele; 

Si/id de mufe tt^de frestele, 

Et de harpe, et de cbiphonie 

De la gigue, de /'armonie, 

E el falteire, eaila rote." • 
I know wel to fing a Tong; i know tales, i kaowfu' 
btiaux i i know to tel fine new ditt ; rotraaiget^ old 
and new ; and fatires (Jiromttes) and pastorals ; i know 
to bear counfel of love ; and to make chaplets of 
flowers ; and a gjrdle for loveers ; and to fpeak fine 
of courtcfy." Ai^er thb detail of his talents, as the 
mufician and fine fellow, be palses to thofe which 
he has for the tricks of dexterity, and the play of 

• <■ lun ■/u^ter of the violin, 

Soknowiof Ibe tmpipf, and (4 the JVmUIc, 

And of the Aorp, ind of tiMfymfhong, 

Ottbigig, of the harmtms. 

And of tbe pfiUery, and aa the Tour 
t AQMcktoflbivfuastodiemtB. 
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the cork-ball : [a Jong] " Wei know i the cork 
ball ; and to make the beetle come, alive and dance- 
ing on the table j and fo i know many a foir game 
of the table, and of dexterity and ma^ck ; nel i 
know to make an enchantment; i know to play 
with the cudgels ; and To i know to play with the 
cutlaTses; and with the cord, and the rope." He 
boalb himfelf to know all the fongs of gejis which 
the firll knew : he knows all the good ferjeanU, and 
renown'd champions of his time; and the moll ce- 
lehrateed minftrels, to whom he gives ridiculous 
nick-names. In fine, addrcfi^ihg himfelf to his rival, 
he advifees him, if he have a little Ihame, never to 
enter into the placees where he thai know him : 
" and you, llr," fays lie, *' if i have fpokeen better 
than he, i pray you to put him out of doors, and 
thus prove to him that he is a fot." ' 

The muCcal inftruroeiits of the French minftrels 
were chiefly the vkU,-i the clavicorde, the ro^e, 4. 
the tabour, and others, it is probable, not ouely to 
■ccompaoy the voice, but to perform fprightly airs, 
and exhilarate the lively dance. 

• Le Grand, B, 313, 4^^. Thofc who, in ihe north of En- 
jleliuul, cheat the poot Ignoiuit grazien, ftftnera, and horft- 
Dofen, who come to the bir, by tile ddufion of the cork-ball, 
lie call'd tkimiiUiTi. 

f Doctois Pacj and Bumey mistake this for the Tale or 
mandatin (ReUqua,l, lui); bat that itwaiclclily the vtolin 
!■ prove*!] by M. le Grand [FoMiinu eu c<naa,A,tOi B.Slo). 
Fauchet writes it " uiof«." 

4. The Tote, from rota, a wheel, in raodera French vieUe, 
and in vulgar Engleifh hardy-gurdi/, which is feen fo fie* 
qnentiy both in ftuia and London in the bandi of Snoyud*. 
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None of the rainArd melodyf, or i^atits, are 
/uppofc'd to be now exiftiog, uoleTs, it is posfibte, 
in Tome ancient manufcript of the French national 
Jibrary. Sainte^Palaye, in &3t fays that the beaa- 
lyful tale oSAucatfin and Nicolette, occurs in a MS, 
near 500 years old, and that what was precedeed by 
Ihe words " on chant^' was fet to mufick ; but whe> 
ther the poetical part be in the mioftrel-metre does 
not clearly appear. The chaitfim* d» ciatdam ^ 
Coney, in 1300, UkewiTe, dv rog de Navarre, have 
been printed with the original raufick. It is a plain 
chantt in fquare notes, ranged upon four Unes, 
under the clif C/ol vl. ^Fabliaux ou conta. A, 48.) 
Some idea of the drefs or manners of a French 
minftrel in the fourteenth century may be con- 
ccive'd from the following anecdote : " A yonge , 
man cam to a fefie, where were many lordes, la- 
dyes, and damoyfels, and arrayed as they wold 
have fette them to dyner, and had on hem a coote 
hardye after the maner of Almayne. He cam and 
falewed the lordes and ladyes, and whan he had 
done to them reverence, fyre Geffroy [de Ly^] 
called hym before hyra, and demaunded hym where 
his vj/tU or etaTycorda were, and that he Oiould 
make his craft : and the yonge man anfuerd, Syre, 
i can not medle therwith. Haa, fayd the knyght, 
i can not byleve it ; for ye be coiltrefaytted and 
clothed lyke a mynjifireU" * 

• Tkilioohtiift\enfepiemenUta>idlt<hyngilhalAthy/(hl 
qf tht lotart madt to )ds doughteri [traosluc^ tnd plinth by 
Cuton), C lis, 
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" Helgaud, the lord of Joinville, and other &u- 
tfaours, remark," according lo Du Cange, *' thalat 
thefe folemn feafls were made publick banquets 
where the kings ate in the preftnce of their whole 
fuite, and were there ferve'd hy the great officers 
of the crown, and of the hotel," every one accord- 
ing ifa the function of his charge. There was with 
them the divertifements of the min/treh (" da me- 
neflrels au dei menetriers"). Under this name were 
coraprife'd tliofe who play'd with the itakairs, 
with the demeenm, with the cornel, with the gM- 
tenu Latint, with t)ie_fiufie Ethaigue, with the 
trompttte, with, the guiteme Mor^che, and with 
the vieilU ; which are all name'd in an account of 
the hotel of the duke of Normandy and Guienne 
fii the year 1348/' A curious fpecies of concert, 
BO doubt; thoo^ there be not a Tingle minltrel of 
them who " fings" to the harp fongs of his own 
makeing/ " Ttey had moreover," he fays, "far- 
ttwn, jongleurs [rectiiit jougieuis] (jocvlatortaj, 
add pht^imtins, who fhauld divert the companys 
by their jokes and their comedys, for the entertain- 
ment of wbota the kingSj the princees, and the Ample 
lords, made fuch piodi^ous expencees, that they 
gave occafioii to Lambert SArdres and to the 

■ Tbi* ubfol dufyDtUc, Ao/lri, we obUHD'd from the FccDCli 
foMisftath* tionnui GDnqueft; and it cemaiiu with ita old 
•sgli^feM prODunciitian, Aiftlel, in tbe univeifit; of Cambridge 
lo tU* daj.v but, htretDg become obfoletcf fee fbme centnrjFi, 
in ncry other place, it hii luely rctnm'd to ni & ia inois 4e 
U FnoK* iiuidenu, and is writen and prooounce'd ho^I. 
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cardinal James dt Vitry, to invdgb agunll thefe 
Aiperfluityi of thdr time, which had niin'd whole 
iomilys: which SL Augustine had done before 
them, in thefe terms : " Donare ra Jittu histrioni- 
btu, mtmm f/i mmate, noH nrtiti. Bla/mitt Roma 
rteepta, ^/avorAui aucta, tmdem coUabefedt btma$ 
more*, ^ dvitata per(Udit, toilgUqiu mperalott$ 
faefiiH eai expeUere,"* 

With refpeft to the melody, or intonation, to 
which the French metrical romancees, were ufuaUy 
fungi bdi^ accompany'd by fome mufical inftni' 
ment, either in the bands of the fingerfor in thofeof 
bis Gompsnion, it is conjecture'd to have been little 
or nothing elfe than a fort of recitative or chant, 
the performer fustuning his voice, as the ingeniow 
mister Walker bos exprefs'd it, " with arpeg^ot 
fweptovcr the Arings of his barp."f AllmoU all 

■ DUfirl^iott V. fur JmiiTille, isi. Wuton, who pm- 
fcfu to give thii ray pufage, ind citei (hiiTcr; page, iiJUtd 
of iS4B,6L;i"bd'orc tbEyoi 1800." Tfaemutatrtieexpliina 
" (he irtlle-dnim," ■nd ttit Jemi-eaiiort " dujI^cUrt;" tar 
whd ictfoa doe* not appou. Naaara ii ezplilned by Du 
Cangc (fXifrrvetiotuJia Ttasloirt, iS) (o mean a kind of lam- 
ioitT, which n in nfe amtms the German cavaby, which the 
French ciU, vulgaily, ^pnhaU: Thae wai fixne alendal 
difference, it may be faiiiy prefume'd, between the tutnona 
of king Philip de VbImi tUne and thofc of St. AngmttiM; 
John (rf Saliibaiy npnbaui tbcde of bit own age who, Ibr 
the icdeeming thdi fune, and extending dtdi wune, Ibiew 
away their licbet on " Uifrufut IS tmmoi." (E^. MJ.) 

f Hitlaricai mentoirt iff lie Irj/h bardt, F. If. Comae 
Common, a blind jCn^/^coiii^AfAe, or talfcteler of the modem 
bifli, livdng in i7s«, at die age of ss, of whom this gentleman 
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the French, poets, of the I2th and IStt centuiy, 
according to M. Laborde, compore'd the ain of 
their fongs> but thefe aire were nothing more than 
the Gr^rian chant ; and even it was often merely 
the chants of the churchi which they parody'd."* 
This Iiind of chant or recitative continue'd in ule 
upon the French ftage even to a late period. Vol- 
taire) having obferve'd it to be highly probable that 
the Mdopif, regarded by Aristotle, in his Poetich, 
as an esfential part of tragedy, was an even and 
iimple chant, like that of the preface to the niqfi, 
which is, in his opinion, the Gregorian chant, and 
not the Ambrofian, but which is a true melopie, 
ads, that " When the Italians revive'd tragedy in 
the fixteenth century, the recitation was a rnekfte, 
but which could not be noteed ; for who can note 
inflexions of the voice, which arelSths or l6thi 
of tone ! they were leam'd by heart. This ufage 
was recnve'd in France, when the French bc^in to 
form a theatre, above a century atier the Italians. 
The SepkmiiAa of Mairet was chanted like that of 
Trisfino, but more rudely. All the puts of the 

btii ia his appendix to th«t IntCKfUng woA, infeiteda cuiioD* 
tccoont, did not, like the tile-tdei mentioa'd by Tir Williim 
Temtde, cbuit bis tilei in u uolntemipted even tonei iba 
tokoKMay of his moduIatkiD wis frequently brokejn by ca- 
dencecA introduce'd mth tafte at the clofe of ftania. " In ib 
bearfing any of Osfiam poems [which in Ireland are gtnuine 
andanden^, or any compolitioQ In vofe, (lays mlsteT (noir 
fit William] OuflcT) he cbanuthem pretty much in the nun- 
naofDurcathedral-fervice." P.S7. 
• Bif»J^ la MH/fiM, U, IM doMt). 
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ficUm, but cfpecially of the actrelses, ncre npteed 
tMKOrUer by tradition. Mad«mo)IHIe Bauval, aa 
actrefs oi the tune of Coroeille, of Racine, and »f 
Moliere, recileed to me, more tfaaii fixty yean aga, 
tbe be^nii^ of the part of EnaUt io Ciana, fuch ai 
it had been deliveKd in the fiill reprefeotations by 
Beaup;;^.''' All this, it mufi be coaie&'A, wil oot 
be apt to convey a very correct orper^icuoiisidea 
of the raufical perfbrmancees of a French minftiel i 
it is, nevertbelefs, by no means, improbable that 
theie was a confiderable degree of refembknce : 
but the' misfortune is, that no historian or ottw 
writecr, who flourilh'd in the time of the minfireLi, 
lias ever thought ihero deferveing of roni^ attention. 
Tbe author of Gerard de RoufiUon fays, at the com- 
mencement of his Tomuice, that be has made it 
Upon tbe model of Tke f<vig t^ Anlioch, that is, at 
Le Grand conceives, he wrote it in the fame mear 
fure, and fung it to the fame tune. \ • 

About the commencement of the fifteenth cen- 
tury the proletfi<Hi of minflrd wek r^idly deckne- 
ing; and, before its expiration, was, to all appear- 
ance, totally extinct, except, it may be, in a few in- 
fiancees, where common fiddleers, or ttie liiie, might 
retain the name. No metrical romance, hoiwrer, 
appears fo have been compofe'd or fung in any part 
of France after, the fourteenth cenbiiy, nor is the 
lealt mention made, or notice tiike«^ of a profeefion 
Hit, CuiKT, Muliqoe, &c. 
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nhich h^ made fo much noife in the kingdom 
dureiog the three precedeing ones. The old rimeiog 
romancers had tillready begun to be converted into 
pTofe ; in which many others, upon the fame or 
Ijmilar fubje^, were now compofe'd by a very dif- 
ieretit fet of authours ; many of whom, however, 
are not entirely devoid of merit; though Warton, 
with great reafon, confiders the change among the 
French as '< a proof of the decay of invention." 
Moil of thefe pr6fe romanceiis, after the invention 
(rf' printing, made their appearance in large and 
beautyfiil folios and quartos, which are, at prefent, 
become very rare, but are llil eagerly purfue'd by 
collectors, uid highly elleem'd by tbofe who aro 
fortunate enough to poafefs ^em. The nation^ 
library, tU Paris, is peculiarly rich in this fpecies of 
literary treafure. 

It, certcunly, may be prefume'd there were in 
the laft age of the Saxon kingdom men who pro- 
fefs'd and exerdfe'd the minftrel-art. King Edgar, 
about the year 96O, enjoiu'd in one of his canons 
that no pried ftiould be an ale-drinker, nor, in iwy 
wife, a Mw^? (jlijiije, S&non, fcurra, Latin, pro- 
perly a parafite), either by himfelf, or with others;* 
and, in his oration to Si. Dunftan, grieves that 
the houfeiis of clerks were become a brothel of 
whom, and a conciabulum of mi^ds (histrimes) ) 
and fays, in the fame oration, that the mimi 
• Spelmaiu ContiHa, 1, 39f. 
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■ iiro and Darce:* this, however, it, moft 
probablely, a term of the historiaiu time, and 
not of the kings, and, therefor, not of equal 
authority. 

According to Ingulph, king Alfred, fdgning him- 
felf to be ft jugler (joculatorem), a. harp bung 
takeen up, went to the tents of the Danes ; and 
being receive'd into the more lecrct placeet, learn- 
ing all the fecrets of his enemys, when he had la- 
Ijsfy'd his defire, unknown and fafe, retum'd to 
Athelney : and now, his army being collCified, 
kaveing foddenly atlack'd, he Hew bis enemys with 
incredible daughter. King Godram (whom we caU 
Gurmound) with a very great moltitude of noble- 
men, and allfo of his people, takeKn alive, receive'd 
baptifm; and being takeen out of the facred font 
by the king, was endow'd wiih £^-Engleland, that 
is Norfolk, to inhabit with his people, by the royal 
gift. The reft retiafeii^ to be baptize'd, Engleland 
bong abjare'd, fought France in a fhip.f This de- 

■ Spdmani Cinirilta, I, MS. 

t as. Williun MdmolHir)', who enltrgdla tfait waecA»« 
tnd difloi in Tonie idpeSi from Ingnlpta, whoni, bowcrer, 
it ii ccnsin he bid nutde ufe of, being not ondy b lefi andent 
■athoritf, but evea adopting ferersl of hit wonb, which 
woold not otherwile b»e occui'd to him. He, st the tune 
dme, ddcribe* AUrcdi diiguifc u that of a mime or tolmiek 
fmumn), tbm{b, appsrcnilj, ■ fynonimoiu ttrm. So that 
Milmc^HiiT, a veiy boneft and faithful hi*iocian upon moft 
occalknu, is. In thii, a men copfift, and the ccebo of Id. 
pilphui. It ii, cenainlj, ■ fbnicwbu Toqiidoui adventnie. It 
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feat of the Danes, and fubfequeut baptifin of Oor- 
mund, took place in the year 878.* 

ilUb the chapUIn, and confeafor, and even the iAogm^tta, 
<rf Alfted, .HOT in the Suod chionicle; nor by Heniy <^ 
Huntingdon, nor Simeon of Duifasm, nor Roger de Horeden, 
•11 of whom, bawcv«r, notice the bittte in which Godnin nat 
defeated, and his final conveifion ; nor, in bS, bf any othei 
aadeni, or anthentick wiiteer, except the two aUready citeod. 
It militate! ftil more fbicibldy ogaioft fuch a roniantick and 
improbable incideiii, that a pious, warlike, honoiable, and 
(kaioui monarch, who conquet'd his enemfa, in the Add and 
not by treachery, fhoutd asfumc the iofatnoui character of a 
fpy.f It ia not leTa extraordinary, al the Tame time, thU Geof^ 
fiey of Monmouth, the contcm porai; of Malnusbuiy, who 
.' nerer law his book, has inttoduce'd a third actor of the fanw 
boliy, by the name of Baldulph, a Saion, who, hareing been 
defeated by the Biilons, under the command of Cador duke of 
Cornwall, and aniioos 10 relieve or fpealc with his brotbet 
O^n, who vras beOege'd in York by Arthur, " Otavc'd hit 
bijr and beard, and took the habit with theharpof ajuglet 
CjoaitMvriO- Then, waUfiog up and down within the cvnp, 
1^ the mnfical note«hecomp[)ft'donhLslyre,heaien'dhiii^ 
fdf to he a harper: and whenhewasfofpeAedofno tnan, he 
apptoach'd to the walls of the dty, cfieAing his cotnmence'd. 
bnulation by little and little. At lafl, when he was fband bjr 
the befiege'd, he vraa drawn up by t^iei within the walls, and 

■f- If" the Anglo-Saxons had fuch ftioiw prejudice) ag^nfl 
the rmnftrels," U a fuppofe'd io (he Eifay on tht EngUA 
Mtet, Ixxli, is it at all probable that (ticb a proTeillon would 
IiaTebeenpermited to eiift among them. Neither Al&ad, nor 
Anlaf, did any thing more than play on the harp. 

* Atfer, 84; and the Saxon chionicle. The veiadoui Geof- 
fley, as we have allready Teen, makes this Gormond king of 
the Jfrwaat," who had artire'd in Ireland vri^ a very great 
fleet, and had fubduc'd that country (B. 11, C. b]: this, too, 
may be one of the " many true ercDts, that have tki^ 
ctter annallib." 
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Atbelftao, the Ton of Edw&rd, began to rdgn in 
the year 924, and held the kingdom fixteen yean. 

condaaEd to bii braeier," (B. g, C. ij.f Tho^, in reaHtT-, 
dtne ii fcarcdy a finglc word of truth in 
tarjit jrct eTei7 flagrant impostoi ii Aire, u ibme time c 
W obtain belief, bvcmr, and justificatkn. " AUhoosh tbe 
•boire h&," acctBding to a li^t levrrend pidite, who mim 
bit romuwe with hit htKor^, it moft be confcb'd in a tut 
|4t«fdng and insenioui manner, efpcridlj foi thole who are 
^aite indidenBt to iniih or tklfehood, " coma oolf fimn tha 
falplciovspea^GMfGrerof MonmoBih, ibcjoifidaiu teada 
■at not too hafUty rgcA i'; becauTc, if foch a AA mJ\j bap. 
pen'd, it could ondy be known to lu ihrou^ the taedium of 
Biitifb wiitecn ;...and Geoflrer, with all hi* bbka, it allow'd 
ID have Teooricd roaay trae erenti, that have rfcaped other 
nodifb." (C>/^ on (A( auriail mn/trelf, Kzri.) Now, it if 
oeftaiti that (hii impodent ftii^r, Ulhop ai be wai, lire'd, 
accotding to hii own &nqrfal ehnniology, about fix faDndred 
yean after king Anhoi ; who, then, an " ifafe Bri61h wiheen," 
dtnogh whole " mcdhim" tbcfe abfiiid and monflrous lyt* 
"Gonld tally be known tons?" b it Nennios? li it OildM? 
I* it any npnly invented Biiilfh hBtoriogr^he(,whoh«sneTtr 
yelbeenheai'dof? Wboanthay,liks«rife,ifDotlbo)i,kiiaTei, 
dr m a dmen i iriio havti ftrflow'd this tank foigcer wul impw- 
uar, " with all his 6iUe>,...tohaveMcaiiled many Ime eventa 
Aubavccfc^d other amiallfii?" Where ii there any one 
fuch event to be foiind throughout his ampJc legend? aiKlhoiT, 
it is posfible, with ^lis inconflftent admiifioD, that (he " evenli 
lEConled" fay Geofiiey, " wi(h all liii bbloj^ on be aaccf- 
Uin'd la be tnie i 

f MaitiTi Wace ads a ceriain drcumfttnce to Gcoffi^ 
account, which la very whimfical: 

" Alfiet a lad cimt jnnleie, 

Sifeftnfi Ml tjitii haipere, 

II mat aprU i chanter, 

E lau t notfi i harper. 

Par altr pntrr ijonfitr*. 

Si JJi far mi ittaibc lac. 

Etc oaci par me enjicmait 

Eimda gernuns fulement 

Bmftmita Icchcur t fbl," , Le Bcut. 
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Hislaft battk was' vi& Analaf,^ tb« fon of 9ith< 
riclr, who, in the hope ^ invadeii^ tb» kreaTm, had 
pafe'd over the boundkrys : and Athelftan advife^ty 
yielding, that he migtit the it;ore gloriously conquer 
him who now iiifulted, the youth, greatly daring, 
artd breathing in his mind illicit thoughts, had pro* 
ceedad vary far into Englelend; aL length by the 
great Ikii of hia generals, and groat force of fotdiera, 
WB8 met at Btuneford. t He who dJMjern'd fo great 
a dangtr to impend, attempted a benefit by the art 
of a fpyi end, barang put off -his royal' enligiu, 
and takeen- in his hatti a harp, proceeded to the tent 
of our king ;■ wher«, as he was finging before the 
doors, he would occafioaally allfo (bake the firings 
with a fweet ilregularity, he was eafeyly admited, 
profefsing himfelf a mime (or mimick, inimMt)) 
who by fuch kind of art eaTn'd his dayly liipend. 
The king and hui gucfis he, for fome little time, 
grati^'d with hia mufical performance; dioagh, 
dureiug his finging and playing, he examine'd all 
^tigs with his eyes. After that fatiety of -eating 
had put an end to pleafures, and the feverity of 
administering the wttr beganafreih in the discourfe 
of the peers ;. he, being order'd "to depart;, receive'd 

* More eoae&ly, it is cancelled, jiuta/, or Olmt. He is, 
howBva, generally called jfniflfby out ancient bistoiiani. 

f Or Brunanlnirgh, a (own iipon the HumJ>er, now nn. 
known; but certainly not, as C^deo abfiirdly conjectures, 
BromtTidgt \a Nocthhumberljod. Robert Mannyng feys ei- 

" At AwKttitrsAoBHtiiRliertbel ganlharoasfiile," t.iU 
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the pfice of hk Cong: which, loathing to cany 
away, he hid under him in the earth. This was 
obferve'd by foroe one, who hod formerly been a 
foldier, and immediately told it to AtheUlan. He, 
blameing the maji, for that he had not feiae'd an 
enemy pkce'd before his eyes, reuive'd this an- 
fwer; " The &me oath, which i Lately, o king, 
made to thee, i formerly gave to Anlaf ; which if 
thou had'ft feen me violate in myfelf, thou migh^ll 
alUb be ware of a like example r^arding thyfdf. 
But deign to beartbe advice <^afervant, that thou 
lemove thy tent hence, and, remaining in another 
place until the partys left Jhal come, thou wilt dis* 
^)point the enemy, petulantly infulling, by modeft 
delay. The fpeech being approve'd, he thence 
departed."* 

After all, it is highly probable that thofe three 
anecdotes of Baldulph, Alfred, and Anlaf, have 
been derive'd and improve'd from a ftory relateed 
by Saxo^rommaHcus, the Danilh historian, who 
dye'd in 1^04, upon the authority, no doubt, of 

* W.ofMiliiicsbuTr,4B. Anisf, nncooMowof ihediiiige 
which his takeen place in Itie CCuatton of the kings tcDt, mita 
hb attempt tn the night, and flafs the whole familf he found' 
In the place where he bad perfomi'd bis minftreiry and been 
entertain'd. He then penetrates lo the real tent of AtheUtan, 
who'was indulgeine Enrdt; and makang what esettions he 
WM able, his fword £k11s out of the fheath, he is relieve'd by a 
niiiicle, and in the moming obtains a decifnre vicloiT'. The 
Whole ftoiy, dierefoT, it nothing moie than ■ legoid and 
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fame andent faga, coDcernii^ an adventure of 
Hether, king of Sweden and Denmark, who, at a 
certun time, as he waa hunting, misled by the 
error iA a cloud, fel into the cave uf the fylvestriui 
virgins, of whom, bdng falnteed by his own name, 
he enquire'd who they were. Thefe viipns af- 
firra'd, that, by tb«r conduA and their aufpiceea, 
they chiefly gmem'd the fortune of wars. For 
oftentimes were they prefent in battles, feen by no 
man, to afford by fecret aids, the wiOi'd-for fuc- 
cefses to their friends ; * and exhorting him not to 
harrafs Balder, the fon of Othin, (allthough worthy 
of the moft deadly hatred,) by arms; affirming him 
to be a demi-god, procreateed by the fecret feed of 
fuperior beings. Tfaefe things b^ng receive'd, Ho- 
ther, in a fwoon, by the roof of the iatling houfe, 
beheld bimfelf in the open air, and deftiiute of all 
cover, e^ipoTo'd on a fudden in die midft of fields. 
But he, chiefly, wonder'd at the fwift flight of the 
damfels, and the verfatile fite of the place, and the 
delufive figure of the houfe. For he was ignorant 
that the things which bad been done about him 
were nothing but mockery, and the vain device of 
juggleing arts. But Hother, harraft'd by bis un* 
fortunate wars with Balder, haveing wander'd into 
remote and devious, ways of placees, and paTs'd. 
through a fbr^ unaccustom'd to mortals, fonod 
the cave inhabited, perad venture, by the unknown 

* Tfaefe nrinphi rcctn lo have been, the eoL^Tfiir of ifaa 
MAh ud the duce wciid (01 wtiaidj fivm of Macbeth. 
VOL. 1. m 
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vij^giof . They i^i^wftr'd to b^ the fame who had, 
temfijiy, giveea bim ab ^mpeaetrKble ye^: by 
whonit bndg Blk'd why ihe o«me tbilhCr of aU 
[daceiii, be d«lare'd the fiKd evente of the war. 
Therefor, their &ith heing coitdeDia'd (or, theu 
pmnile rielateed), he faegaa to bewail Uie £»taBe 
and fiurowful duactaia of thiags uohapyly can- 
duded. BtiKhenymphafa/dthat hehimf^fioU- 
though he wcie rarely Tictor, neverlhelifs pour'd-in 
•qual miachief tipon the enemys, nor had he been 
Ae Aulbour of loft llauf^ter thaa bis accenplice. 
ThERCcforeward the grace of the lictory in readyf 
nA would be his, if he could fnatch a ueat of a edt- 
tain unuTual fwetfne&, invented to augment the force 
of Balder. For notbing to be done would be diffi* 
cult, fo long as he fhould enjoy the victoajg deHine'd 
to the enemy for the augmentation of bta fireogtb. 

"nencfor arrivcing at the eamp of tbe anemys, 
he knew that the three nymph*, bt«rera of the fe- 
crct meat, had departed from tbe camp of Balder: 
whom, hafleyly following, (for their footfle'ps in tba 
dew betrsy'd their flight,) be, at length, came t» 
the hou&es, to which tbey bad accustom*d tb«n- 
fBlTcs. Therefor, being afk'd by thefe nymph* what 
he vU, ha fay'd be was a harper. Nor wa* tbe 
experiment dufonant to hii profeifion: for, tuneing 
tbe harp he bad brougbt, with infleded Arings, to 
a fong, and the chords being compofe'd by the quiii 
.hf pour'd forth a melody grateful to the ears by the 
moft prompt modulflton. Aitotherefi.tbcMf^niJe 



by Google 



ROMANCE AND MIKStltfiLSY. dxxix 
fiiflkM wfsn wkb them, vn& 4he pit^on Wberebf they 
men womt to make a difh of foHJative confection fw 
BftldcT ; and mach pdTon now iow'd frxim the open 
jawi of the Inafcea. Bat fome of Ibe nytnpbst alHt^ 
fiodious of inDnunty, would have acquaiiited Ho- 
thw with Ae meat, tf the ckieC of the Aree had 
not fbtUd it, prot^K^ that a tniiA would be done 
to Balder, if they (bonld augment his very enemy 
with the incre^fc oi corporeal ftraigtb. He fay'J 
lie was tMt Hodier, but a compamon of Hother: 
«ad, therefor, thefe n}nnpbR gave bin a girdle of 
«xquifite fplendoar, and die potent eone of victory. 
On a &ture day B&lder renew'd the battle, and, 
Uie third beit^ elapfe'd, too much cxcruciateSd 
with the wound he had before receive'd, was utterly 
deftroy'd.* 

In the time of Willian the conquerour, Berdic, 
the kings jv^iet fjoctdator regmtj, bod three vib, 
and there five camcates, in Glouceslerlhire, with- 
out rent : f but the nature of his office or employ- 
medt it not ftscertain'd ; nor does the existence of 
this man, after the conquefl, afford any proof " that 
the minfttd w&6 a i^nlar and fiateSd <^cer in the 
court of oor Angto-Saxon kings."4- Hough the 
uinllreU are, elfewhere, fay'd to have been confi- 
der'tl in a very unfavorable light " by tiie Ai^o- 
SaxoQ clergy." t 

• HUbrria DiotUa, L. 8, P. 3g, 43. 
t Votaudty book, fo. ifla, co. i. 
,. + JWiTi(«^I,«TOi. I /H. It (nation wrs-J 
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. One Roy«r, or Raher, the firft founder of (be 
liMpitd of St. Bartholomew, in London, u defign'd 
by Leluid, the mime, or numidc (mimtu), of king 
Henry the firfi;* and that mumM is properiy a 
minilrel, is prove'd by aa extrad in the Sutory of 
Engiyhpoelry,ibom the accounts of the priory of 
Maxtock ncarCoventry, in 1441 : " Dat.fex Miraii 
domini Clynton cantantibot, citbarifantibua, ludenti- 
bua,&c.iiii. f." In his Intend, citced by doctor Percy, 
from the Mmuutkon, *' hit minilrel profesfion." it 
Appears, " is not mentiou'd: there is only a general 
indistind account that he fiequented royal and no- 
ble houfees, where be icgraliateed himfelf ./vocilnfc 
jocsiari." -l- Hence Stow, tvbo cites no authority, 
defcribes him as " a man of a fingularand pleafant 
wit, and therefore of many called the kinfp jefter 
or minftrel;"t and Delon&, in the ifirtory of Thomas 
i^Readiag, fays that he " was a great mufician, 
and kept a company pf niMSTaELs, i.e. Fin- 
lERS, who phiyed with fllver bows," J 

King Henry may have had a harper name'd^al- 
frid or Jeffrey, who, in 1 180, recfive'd a corrody or 
annuity from the abbey of Hide : but, as we by no 
means know that " in the early ti ma every harper 

• Lclands CoUtctmta, 1, 81. 113. In mothei pMt of the 
time woik is thi> entryr ** JVioralm S. B«ifttl<rmm 4* 
Smtthfftid. Hoiiicus I. fundatw procwinte Salieiio, q^a 

fi^iCLIHICo" C'H.M}. 

+ U, lOB, n.?. + BtUvti, I, UuL 

I Jaiaia, IMS, iss; Sumy, ikh, sos. 
I Hawld»> UIi »■ 
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was expeded to ling," w« may redbnablely doubt' 
diat this reward was gjve«n him fi^r hi« fongi aa itA 
as for his mufick ; * and llil more that it was " un- 
doubtedly oa condition that he Ihould ferve the 
inouks in the profesfion of a hafper od public 
occafions.''t 

To (hew what John of Salisbuty, in Uie logfi of 
king Henry the fecond, thought of tUi numerous 
body of men, it wil be neceafary to adduce his own 
words, and, for certain namelcls reafons, after tht 
laudable example of the worthy hititorian of En- 
gleilh poetry^who has fumifh'dus with the extract, 
to ^ve them in Latin. " At earn [defidiamy fays 
he, " noitru prorogant histriones. Adinitfa fviU 
ergo fpectacttita, et it^nita lenocUia vmitatia.— 
Hinc mimi, falii, vtl faliares, balatrones, srailiani, 
gUdiatores, patellrits, glgnadii, pneftigiatores, nut- 
Irfici quoqve mulfi, tl tola joculatorum fcena proee- 
tUl. Qaonim adeo error invabiil, ut d prsclaris 
domibus noa areantur ttiam illi, qui obfcwnis parti- 
bus corporis, ociilis omnium earn ingenutt tuipitu- 
dinem, quam ervbacet videre vel cynkiu. Qwdgiie 
magis mirere, sec tunc ejicamtur, quando tduul- 
TUAKTES iNFRRjuB crebro Jbmtu alrem Jkdant, 
et tvrpiter inchf^um turpiua prodtmt" 4- 

In the reign of this liing, William, fumame'd 
Longcbamp, a Frenchman, bifhop of Ely, or liis 
cfaancellur, great justiciary, and, according to tha 
t Wute^ 1, 99. 
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UflgiMgQ <if.«M>4wn tiRMB, pnnMrnifUster, who.diA 
n[)l.tlA<l9rlten(l.a Wcvd.of Eoglitb> ani.ww a mon* 
fi% (tf vice 84)1 ifuqui^) "to th« wgrowtntioa^" 
W w«l«uii (rpm a cont^nporai;. a|)i»$ie of Uu^. 
I^4kv of Copentr;^, " aii4Ewiie oC hi* naae, pur- 
chafe'd b^'d fongs, and adulatory riraca; and bad, 
cpdjce'd) witfa.rpiwds, outof Un; ktngdon off ranee 
fiugev ukd ju^ers, tlut tbey mi^t Sng of him ill 
tjw flreeta : and now wu it every wbero Cay'i, that 
t)ier» WW not fuch a one in ttte world." * 

Oe^rny of ViuQEauf bys that when. Richard. ai^ 
Hfe^'d at tlte Quiatian campbtfQw Pttikmii^Jbft 
was recQve'd with popular soNjas, (ftpnitm, 
cmtwuaj, which Kpiteed tbb rjntQH* oMja, 
OF Tax AHCiBSTs ( flah'^H WBM praciara gatf^-'b 
TWe, ^^pareutly, were parts of mescal romancsv 
sod iQuft hav« been in French. 

£la the wife of Wilbam Laa^Cpw the Arft was, 
bpro ^. AmbrHsbury, hw fadisr aod.tiKrtli» being. 
Momwu. Her'fother, tbwefor, being decay'd witht 
old, age, raigrMeed to Ckrift, in the ycarof the lofdi 
1196; her mother Ayei two ynan befoTe....Io. thfi' 
mean time th« moll, dear lady was. fecntly by her^ 
relations convey'd into Nonaandy, and' th«K- 
brought up under fa&aiid Aiaigfal.nutody. In the? 

■ BcnedictuB, 703. Mister Wanoa, who, it fiifi, mittoiA 
thk aa of VnilHun tuflrap of Hi]', fsr thM of Ibe kiBg bnafeMr 
ftAowiakc. wbicta the raoie accnntt T^fwbtn .twgtrt Um.*9) 
conea, ada, of his own accord, that " "tbck gcatuiliei weie 
chicflf anni, cloubi, boifei, and IbmetiiDa money.' [I, I IS, 
U, oa, t.) t WHtoD, 1, 01, fc 
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fiune time in Enj^imd was a certaiit kiii|^t, by rnine' 
Wlliun Tdlbot, who ufuroeM the habit of a piU 
grim, pflCs'd over into Normandy and fttyed for 
two years, wandering here and there, to find oa^ 
Ae lady Ela of SuUabury : aad (he b«ing found, be 
put off the h&bit of a pilgrim, and dref^d blmfelf 
as if he were a harper, and enter'd the court where 
Ale ftay'd : and as he was a joCol^ man, wet (kil'd 
in ihte gt^t* of the ancients, he was there kindly 
Aceive'd as' an inmate : and when he found a fit 
lime, he returned into England, bavring with him 
tbat woHhipful lady Ela, heirefi of the county of 
Salisbury; and prelented b» to king Aldiard : 
and he mcA joyfully took her, and marry'd ber to 
his brother Wiliiam-Lofigcfpee/'t 

Theanecdote relateed by doctor Powell, "who," 
according to biOiop Percy, " is known to have fb)'' 
lowed ancient Wellh MSS." which,' at the fame' 
time, he neither quotes nor pretends to, and, afler 
him, by Camden, and flr William Dugdale, is not 
to be rety'd on, it being better known that the 
Wrifh have no fuch 'MSS. except Car&doc, who 

• Guia, fonunceet. Doctor favf bu ftnngcly canfouinkd 
the^tofttieminATcbwitbtltofeaf tbe foveretgn in hii pn>- 
gtebet, the word, he fafs, baveing at length cOme " to l^fy 
dAmfuraortTiHibnctinEenerd." (I,cUi,} Ttiitittmueingl;' 
ridiculous ; u it li wcl knoftb, that when oar king] uCe'd to 
travel, thr.gejl fxifit, F) wu the lefling-placeforcveiTnii^l^ 
of wfakb the whole party wu to be ipptifc'd. Chatletl, fenm 
Ki htte beea the laftof ibein'whopKKeededbrf^n 

t TtueeactDiitmMryc/trfoUi ftc^ Ul| Vt. 
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wat dead before it h^trai'd, u containii^ migre* 
pRfentatioii wtd Cnltehood; fir Peter Leycester, 
who cites an ancient parchment roll, wiiten above 
two hundred yean before, gim tbe Dory thus: 
" Randk [tbe third, funuune'd Blundevill, earl oE 
Cheiterj, among the many conflids he had with (he 
Welfl), was force'd to retreat to the castle of Rothe- 
lent in Hintlbire, about the reign of king Jobo, 
where they befiqp'd him : he prefently fent to bis 
conAable of Chefiiiie, Roger Lacy, ' fumame'd 
HeB,'b>T his fierce fpiiit, that he would come with 
aJl fpeed, and bring what forces he could towards 
his relief. Roger, having gathered a tumultuous 
rout of j£(j/ert, pUyert, cobUri, dtbauched ferfoM, 
holh mm and womtn, out of the cily of Chester (for 
'twas then the fair-time in that city)^marcheth 
immediately toward* the earL The Weldi per- 
ceiving a great multitude coming, raife'd their Itega 
and fled. The earl, coming b^ck with liis couftabla 
U> Chester, gave him power over all thtifidUn and 
Jioemakeri in Chester, in reward aud memory of 
this fervice. Ilie conftabie retain'd to himfelf and 
hb beirs, the authority and donation of the Jhoe- 
utakeri, but confer'd the authority of the fidlcr» 
and playert on his fteward, which then was Duttim 
of DutloM, whofe heira «i)oy the fame power and 
authori^ over the minftn^cy of Cheffatre even to 
tiia day J who in memory hereof keep a yearly 
court upon the feaft of St. John Baptift at Chester, 
where aU the minfinJs of the coun^ and city an 
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to attend and play before the lord of Dutton, l^c,"* 
After all, it is to be wifh'd we could have hod 
coeval authority for fointerelting an event. Doctor 
Percy, who has nork'd it up, with his ufutU elo- 
<]uence and ingenuity, into a fine minfirel ftory, 
feySf "Thefe men [xmaTaBLS, be calls them, 
sslemble'd at Chester fair] like so Makt Ttb,- 

tS.V%'K, BT THEIR UUSIC AND TBBIR SOITOS 

SO ALLURED AND INSFIBED the multitudes of 
lobfe and lawlefi peribns then brought together, 
that they refolutely marched againft the WelOi." 
This, to be fnre, as a beautyful hyperbol4, might 
have properly remain'd, " had not," in his lord- 
fliips own language, " all confidence been de- 
ftroyed,''f by its being printed between inverted 
commas as the genuine words of fir William Dug- 
dale, whom he actually quotes m the margin: in 
ooufeqiience of which detection, his lordlhip has 
been fo ingenuous, as, in the lail edition, to fup-' 
prefk the whole pasfiige. There may, however, have 
been fome foundation for the above narrative, as 
the worthy baronet has inferted the original charter 
of Jcdm conAable of Chester, by which he gave, 
fays be, " dedi If concesfi, & Mc pr^enli ciarta 
coi^rnum, Hugoni de Dutton, Sf hartdHmt fidt, 
nia^flratum omnium lzccatordh & Mzretri-> 
CDU totiia CesterfhirJEe, Jieut liberhu t&m mi^t- 
Jlrahaii teneo de comile." Thefe Itceatora, it feems, 
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which llr Peter tmndatet Utchen, may, upon ths 
authority of Du. CMigc', fill mcBn minfrdt; and, 
from die company they an btire found in, it ik very 
prop^y apply'd. It is not, however, very prubabld 
that tbefe Itfclten (or mbi^rtU if it mufi be), with' 
^dUt at their neck^ infiead of &U, and atcom- 
pany'd by a parcel of profiitutea, would or could 
have gone to attack a body of Wdlbmeo, who had 
■llready put to flight tfaeHoble and ntliatit ewi of 
Cheater, amoi^ whofe gallant actians recorded in 
tbe old limes mention'd by the authoor of Pwn 
¥lcmim<M* thicmay be;oiie^ 

It appcan, miaSt, dat, ia tlw fuorteenth yesr^ 
of king: Henry the fevcnth, " KquoiaarrmUotiat 
brought againU Laurence Duttbn of Dutton.efqoire,. 
why he claimed all the tninJireU of Ctielhirc, and iii 
the city of:Cbe9ter, to meet him atCbeairr yearly, 
at the feafl of faint John Baptifi, and to giveoalO' 
bim at. the faid feall four hottla of wine and a 
tauce ; anil alfo every mnfirel to pay unto him at 
the faid ieafl fbaipeocehalfpenay ; and why he 
daineil from every viore, cfieam fiium exerante, 
four pence, to be pa\A yearly at the fcafi afort&id: 
whereoiito he pleaded prdcriptiiin." f 

At the court held autiuaUy for the maoor- of< 
DuttOB, the fieward haveingi caird every iwi^rti, 
aod iaipaiMl'd a jin'y, chat^'d theia to eoqwe^ 
, Whether aay man of that phoAsfion hod eXercife'd 
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UtiafbwMmt mUumt Uoenb.froin!t}i6locd of Qit 
court, SpC."' 

Dagdale, who defcribes the coQgr«& of (Ul th» 
mitilirels of CheQtire at Midfiunmer, sud ihe pn>- 
ceifioD of ifade minflreli <* tiro and trra, and play- 
il^ OQ tbeir fereral forts of raufical ioAnuaattSt"' 
lays not a word of iheir fongs. 

" Forthwidi came John of Rampayne^ and taW' 
Foukes make fncb forrow. " Sir " fay'd he, " fu^ 
fer this fvrrow to depart, and, if it pleafe god, be* 
fiuB ta>mortow prime, you flmL bear good newt oE 
fir Audulf de Btacy. for i myfelf will go to fpeak. 
to the king. John of Rampaj^e Imew enou^ of 
ii^e tattam; the Aorp, nofiM,/fo^ MnAJuglayy fo 
be drew much abundantly with earl or baron ; aod' 
caufe'd ftaia his hair and bis whote body catirdy 
as black as jet, fo that nothing was white but hia 
teeth ; and caufe'd bang about bi* neck a veiy- 
handfekme tnbotir; aftensaid he mourned k Snr 
palfrey, and rode toward the town .of Salisbury, aa 
far as the gate of the castle. John came before tka 
king) ^id put bimfelf on his knees, and lalut«e<l 
die kii^veiy -courteously; the kii^ iftoro'd kifi 
his falutQs and ^k'd him whenoe be was. " Sire," 
l^dbet " i am an Ethiopiao miuftrel, bom in 
Ethio^" Sa/d the king, "- Are all the peopt* 
of yaiir country of your colonr." " Yes, my lord, 
roan and woman," " What fay ttwyin thofeittai^ 
realas of me I" « Sire," fay'd fae'y " you aK tb* 
* Kings Fait ro^ol ^Engbmd, 39. 
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moll renown'd king of all Chiutendom ; and fbr 
yoar great renown am i come to Tee yriu." <* Fab- 
fir," lay'd the king, " welcome." *' Sir, m; lord, 
naay thanki," (John by'd that he was renown'd 
more for hia badnefs than his bounty ; but tfas 
king could not ttnderftand him.) John made that 
day many a minlirelfy with taboiir and other is* 
ftrnments. Wbea the king waa gone to bed, ho 
made fir Henry de Audeley go for to fee the miif 
fiiel, and he led him into his chamber, and they 
made great mdody : and, when fir Heniy had wel 
drank, then he fay'd to ft vailer, " Go feek fir 
Audulf de Bracy, whom the king nil fiay tomot- 
TOW, for he (hal have a good night before his death. 
The varlet foon brought fir Audnlf into hia chamber, 
then they talk'd and play'd, John commence'd a 
long which fir Audolf ufe'd lo fiag. Sir Audulf 
nife'd his head, fo he regarded in the midtUe bit 
vi(age,andwithgreat difficulty knew him. Sir Henry 
alk'd to drink. John was wry ferviceable, dance'd 
lightly on his feet, and before all ferve'd of the 
cnp. John was brift, caft a powder in the cup. 
tbat no one perceire'd him, for he was a good 
juj^r, and all that drank became fo fleepy, that, 
very foon after the draught, they lay down to 6eef t 
and, when all were afieep, John took a fool that the 
king had, fo he put him between the two knights, 
that they might Esre fir Audulf. J<din and fir Au- 
dulf took the towels and Iheets that were in the 
chamber, and by a wiudo^v toward the Seveme 
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Acy efcapti'd, and went on toward Blanchemolt, 
which is twelve leagues from Salisbury.* 
- Od the marriage of king Henry tke third with 
Eieaoor of Provence, in 1336) fuch a multitude of 
nobles of each fex, fuch a number of leligjous, 
fuch a populousnefs of the commons, fuch a varie^ 
ot iattrioiiei (muficians, it isprefume'd), asfemble'd, 
that fcarcely could the city of London contam 
them in faer capacious bofom.f 

We meet with no other anecdote orthe minftreli 
durang thereigusof John, (unlefs it be the romance 
of Rilco-Fitz-Warin altready notice'd), nor any at 
all in that of his fon Henry, or bis grandfon Ed- 
ward. The laft, indeed, when prince, and in the 
holy land, appears to have had a harper among bis 
fcrvants, who, on bis masters attempted assassina- 
tion, and even after the king himfelf had Hun the 
osfasfin, had the fingular courage to brain a dead 
man with a trivet, or tripod, for which act of h^ 
roiftn he was juftly reprimanded by Edward.^- Il 
may be, likewife, obfprve'd that T&e grfie of kyttg 
Horn was, appsiently, writen in this reign. 

•|[i^MSS.19CXa 
t M. Puii, P. SSi, 

4 Waller Hcmbgfbiil(G«]e), »9i.'Siibenor Bmnncbmr. 
ever, leUi na, tbu ^wud hiiolclf raahl the tralilU, " ib hk 

•• Tbt Sanzin lb he tmott, ia thebede, with that Irejh, 

That biajn and blode alle bote, andigenalleoat, gubreft." 

According to doctoi Pat^, Heminfbrd Imfd in the time i^ 

■dwsfdl (ibjtfiwt. III, zl)i which, If Irrdnilii^fswnidiit;, 
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HU Ton, Edwd the fecMid, «■> much atliUS«A 
to buffoons, fiogen, trageciiaiii, waggsoen, ditchers, 
towers, failen, aoA other fuck low companjr :t Wi- 
der fame or one of which refpecteUc defignatioDi 
are, doubtleft, iaeludeed minfovlt «nd ja^ra. 
AdaBi Dftvie, the euthor of Al^amtJre, & ronuDCC 
of greet stent, and of conMerable length, was 
ourAwl ai Stratfocd^fe-bow at the bme period. 

Seventy Ihillings were expended ob ■ninflrek, 
«bo occooipany'd their fengi wiA the harp, et the 
feafl of the inOallation of Ra\pk abbot of St. Au- 
gnslias at CaBteriiury, is the year 1309, At this 
maginficeBt fotuonity, fix theu&nd gusAs were pn- 
fent in and about the hall of the abbey.* 

In the year 1317 the lci[« celebrateed the fcaft 
of Peotecoft in the great hall of Weftmiofter, where, 
as be rojnlly &t at table, the priDceeii of his rsalm 
bung prefeat, there enter'd a certain woman adocn'd 
with tbe haUt of a miuftrel {Uttrio), fidi^ upon a 
good horfe, caparibn'd jugler-wife, who went round 

If (bmewhat untibJj', u he Ii<re'd to wrhe the Itle af thit mo. 
Ductal EnodfoD, *ikI dM not dye, u Bik hath It, befbie IS4t, 
40 jean atMi tbe death of Edward I. and 70 from the event in 
queKion. MalthewParis, likewife, irito WtMei tbeAoi;, Snd 
certunlf wrote aboul the time, hai mwie no menrion of the 
hsiper. Tbve appcen to bave been fame netiicit lemiivt, 
atlw In Rcnch 01 Bn^eHh, of BdwBiliaspiditiaata the tao^ 
land; as [lobeit of Brunnelayt of tbo^kdia: 

" To, i wcne he JaQbt, ab hii ranumn Ojt." P. tap. 
Wwton, bfoneofhii habitual M m aJ ew , wfarta « Om litrprr^, 
kiltei the aAtTn." (n, (ig. b g, (). 
• H-ttcKBRbran, Co.9Ma. tV*(UeiIi*P> 
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the fables io the inaimer of juglers, and at lei^ 
aTcaoded by the fteps to ihe kings taUe, and put m 
Xertaia lelter befure the king, aod puling back the 
neJD (haveing laluteed tbofe everywWre fitiog), fti 
fiw had come, fo (he departed. TJie kat^, however, 
caufe'd Ihe letter tp be opes'd, that be migbt know 
its tenor, 'riiicb ia fenfe was fucV : " llie iord tbc 
Jdng toe uBCOurtJy fial^ regarded hi| knigbrts, who, 
in bis fatht^ time aod his ewo, «jifa(e'A themfelves 
to fet'^ml dai^en, and, fur thieir honour, cither loft 
or dinuriilh'd th^r fubgance ; aad too abundantly 
enrich'd others, who newer bore th* burthen of 
buTyneft." Thefe words b«ii^ hear'd, tbe guefts, 
regarding eaeb other, wosder'd at fo^vat feminiiM 
boldoefs, and fev^rely blanc'd iba poTiex* or door- 
keeperi that they bad jiwrniud her to enter ; whn, 
«xcufeing themfelves, anfwer'd, Uiat it was not the 
cufitom of ibe kings boufe that jugle» Aiouldi in 
any wife, be prohibited from entry, and efpecially 
in fuch great folemnitys, or fiiallTdays. It waif 
therefor, fent to feek the woman, who was eafeyly 
found, takeiin, and commited to prifon, and waa 
foice'd to tei why ihe had fo d&ne, and onfwer'd 
the trtUb, that Sk* bwl been induce'd to do it by « 
certain knight for ao adequats reward. Then the 
knight was fought, found, teke«n, and lad before the 
king, and emmine'd upon the m^mjcfea ; who, ua- 
ihing at all feating^ boldly copfefi'd that be wu 
authour of the letter, and had dooe it for the kings 
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honour. The fay'd knight, therefor, by fiU con- 
ftaocy, obuin'd the kings fevour, with sbandant 
gifla, umI liberated the yonng woman from jnifon.t 
This wM, muiil^y, » w(Mnan pnmk'd up like a 
ntinftrel, not s real one, for, notwitbftanding tha 
pains doctor Percy .has takeen ta prnve that fome 
ladys, in former timea, ptay'd upon the harp, u 
many do at this day, there u no inAance to be 
found of their doing it, ta a minflrel, in publick 
and for the fake of reward, nor of their hting cali'd 
female mnjlreli or harper*. Nutber can this be 
ftirly infer'd from the female termination* of ^'«- 
^etrji (which is very fufpidous), joadatrix, *a»t- 
Jtr<^ffh,feemitut tnintfiralit, &c. unlefs it were known 
in what fenfe the word was ule'd, and whether this 
female minflrel fui^ to the harp verfees of her own 
compofdt^, or compofe'd by otben, or what parti- 
cular branch of mintlrelfy (he exercife'd. That 
there were women who dmw^d and tumbled, ia 
manifeft from Chaucer : 

" And r^ht anon in comen tomb^ertt." 
So, again, in Tit testament oflme (Unys edition, 
493, a): " his dame waa a tomby^erf" which 
feems properly explain'd in mister Thomases GJm- 
fary, " A tumbler, a woman-dancer, or ftage- 
player." Mister lyrwhitt, who derives the 'word 
from the Saxon, lumboM to dance, explains it " A 
I," or " Women-daacen." The fol- 
* T. Wiirmfhun, 109, 
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lovring pasfage, however, from the ancient Roman de 
Perceait, will put the exbtence of female dmcert 
and tvmblen out of all doubt : 

" Harder g/aifoU karptort, 

Bt viekr vUleon, 

Ei les bal^Oes baler, 

Et LES TtrMBBRZBflES TUMBEK." 

The baler^a, or female danceen, are here plainly 
diBtiDguiai'd from the tumberrjis, which, therefor, 
cannot have tho fame identical meaning; and 
Tomier, in Cotgraves DicHoaaiy, is explun'd to 
Jail, or tioablf^oion, and refers from T^mtber to 
Tomber. 

V/hen Adam de Orletoii, biOiop of Winchester, 
vifiled hia cathedral priory of St. Swithin in that 
city, a jugler, name'd Herbert, Tung Tktfong of 
C^bmtd, and alfo Tie g^fi of jveat Emma, deU- 
wr'djrom Ike pUntgh-^/harei, in ihe hall of the prior, 
Alexander de Merriard, in 1338.* 

At the feafl of Pentecolt, which king Henry the 
fifth celebrateed, in I4l6, haveing the emperour 
and the duke of Holland for hia guefts, he^order'd 
rich gowns for lixteen of his minftrels : and, baveing 
before bis death or^ly granted an annuity of one 
hundred fhilliiuj^ to each of his mintlrels, the grant 
was confirm'd in the firfl year of his fon, Henry VI. 
and payment order'd out of the Exchequer.^ Men 

• Winon, I, w, 

t Rttigtut, 1, zUv.fnm Kjrmcn Fadtra. 
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(kut dittiiigaiA'd by fucb fiogular msrlu of royil 
l&TOur niuft liBv« been in fome office about tb« 
kings peifon very diffisrent from that of fitters or 
pcrformen of instrumental mufick. 

"Die coramisfion isfue'd in H56, " tor impref»- 
ing boa* or ypulht, to fupply vacancies by death 
among the king's minflieb,"* fuESciently proves 
that by the latter ne are to underftand the fiogiog 
mep in the cbapet-royal. Tbb idea is conlinn'd by 
Tusfer: 

" Thenec for my voice, i mull (no choice) 

Away of forfe, like po&ing horfei 

For fundrie men had placards then 
Such child (o take : 

The better breft, the lefser reft, 

To ferve the queere, now there now faeere, 

For time fo fpent, i may repent) 

And foTTow make." , 

In the margin he calls tbefe placard* " finging mens 
commisfions." 

That " minftrels fometitaes asfiAed at divins 
fervice," appears from the charter of Edward IV. 
for createing a fraternity or guild of thofe perfons; 
in which it b reciteed to be their duty " to fing in 
the king's chapel, and particularly for the departed 
fouls of-the king and queen when they (hall die, 
^c."f There are fuch kind of miofirels in it to this 
day, though they have long ago loft the name. 

Lydgate, in a pasfsge of his poem ititttled R^it 
* Rtliqmt, sliv and Ivii. f lU. I, Iv. 



n«i..nh.,. Google 



ROMANCE AND MINSTRELSY. cxcr 

and Saffiulilk, u quoteed by Warton, enumerato 
a variety of cnlertainnioitB comprebeDded under 
the oanie of minfireUy : 

" Of all maoer of n^/i^hvla/e 

That any man kan fpecifye : 

For there were rotyi of Almayne, 

And eke of Arragon and Spayne : 

Songetijiampti, and eke dauncet, 

Divets pleni^ of plefauncai ; 

And many uokouth nofyf newe 

Of fw iche folke as lovid trewe ; 

And infinimentys that did Bxcella, 

Many moo than i kan l^e: 

Harpyti/ythalet, and eke rotyt. 

Well accordiDg nith her noty>, 

LiUjit, ribiilu, and getemta, 

More for rilaty* than taTernes ; 

Orguyt, eiloUsy mtmacordyi. — 

There were tnanpa, and trvmpeltti, 

Lowde 'Jkttlmjit,' and doucettet."* 
The inftnimepta of the Eo^eilb ninflFek appeu 
to have beoi the hAp, fiddle, f bagpipe, pipe and 

■ Batoty^B.Poil^1i,»as,a.x. "Or/wfEilergiau,'' 
■t lo tb* lib «f Sc Cbnttoptitf, m qnncid bf Wanon 

P, i;) Gram ta ucient MB. in tbe Bedlou Ubiv; (iuid, 

L.To),istlii«Fat<ige: 

— «-" Ckwipfn brm feivcd Icngei 
The kmsB bnd mdcdire Dincb of f iran* tnd tt ioegt, 
Satbat bi( ioDii.>aoBa<]ai)»f9nDbHiici>atopL({f blb^ 
And in ■ time he nemped in bil foni tb* dcril at taltc." 
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Ubour, citlcni, hurdy-gurdy, bladder (or canni»- 
tcc) and firing,* 'au^ posftblely, the JevB-harpif 
and ft variety of vulgar inventiolu, the nature atid 
name of which have long fince perilh'd. Little no- 
tice can be aded, to that which has been aUready 
give«n of the Fraicb minftrels, of their melody or 
roufick ; not ft fingie psfticle of any odc romance 
in Engleifh metre, being found accompanyd with 
mufical notes: though it is posllble that the chants 
of the tew minftrei-ftngs allready mention'd may 
be preferve'd by vocal or vulgar tradition, that of 
John Dory alone bung found in printed characten. 
All, in Ihort, that is known of the minftrel-mufick 
of this country, b that it was very unrythmical or 
irregular. " Your wdinarie rimers," fays Pntten- 
ham, " ufe very much their meafnres in the odde, 
M nine and eleven, and the fliaipe accent u^n the 



man, the melancholjr n 
an RDCioiI minftiel, ■ppcai'd > few jtaxt tga in Loubm 
ftrcen, with ■ nmnt'ilcr atid Jhing, which be ciU'd ■ Amu 
finan, and chanted n it the old miaftitl-ballad of Lord 7A»> 
>u( aiidJaiT Bttanor: but, haTdng, it would feem, fiitTtK*d 
tail minftret talenu, and 

*' FoitDl bit cfnA, oaj piodaridc an," 
he WM alVerward feen besing. The de«h of a fotoa Of tbit 
idaiftmti wel Itnown in DeibyOiiit, wa«, aboot the famt 
time, aanoiincc'd in ihc papen* 

t .Heni7 Cbettle ^i, " Thett it anotfaa j't^i t^ut bee. 
ing well Ikild in Ac Jaca Immpt, lakei upon htm to bee a 
dralet in vuifitkn dpeciaD (ood at mending Inftramaali.'* 
Kiad-StrU drtamt, fig, T 40. 
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kft fiUable, vbich, therefore, makes him go ill- 
fsTOuredly, a.nd like & hinstkels muflcke."* 

*' The minAreb," bs doctor Percy obferves, 
-" ftem to have been in many refpe^ upon the fame 
footing as the heralds : and the king of the minltrcls, 
like the. king at arms, was both here and on the 
coUiDeut an ufual ofiSc«r in the courts of princes. 
Thus we have in the reign of K. Edward I. tnentioii 
of a king Robert, and others : and in I6 Edw. 11. 
is a. grant to WiUiam de Morlee " the king's min- 
firel, Aile'd Roy de North" of honfes which had 
beloDged to another king John le Boleler.'' Rymer 
hath atfo printed a licence granted by K. Richard IL 
in lS%7i ^'^ John Caumz, the king of his minftrels, 
to paTs iLe feas.t 

The " minltrella" of the kings houfehold, in 
the time of Edward III. were " trompeters, cyte- 
len, pypers, tabrete, roabrers, clarions, fedelcrsi 
wayghtes."4. 

Thofe of king Edward IV. were rouGduis, 
" wbeieof feme, ' were' tron^tU, fome, with the 
Jhahtet hn6 Jmaiie.fypet, andforoei'llraiige mene 
onniog to the court at t^e] fyve feaftes of the 
year, and then take their wages., .after iiij.d.ob. by 
d|ty, &C.J 

• JtU ofEngHJk petfit, l MO, P. ». 

f Rtliqati, I, xliii. 

4 HawkinMi Mttoty itf Mujic, II, 107. Witfgktu wne 
playeit on ibo hautbof or other pipes duicing the oighi, u 
they are in muij placeii at ihii di;. Sec 391. 

} Ibi, aga 
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The " mynfirab" of the «arl of NoTth1iUibb«r* 
Iknd, In the time of king Henry VIII. were no mart 
than " a taberet, a luyte, uid a nbtc" * 

AmoiQ tbc hourehold muficisns of king Ed- 
trard VI. are ennmerateed " harfen,_fingm, mis* 
stazLLKB ;"t what was the peculiar ofUce df tb« 
lall does not appear ; but it muA be etident, that 
they were iieither,^(^fr* nor iarperi. 

In the feaft of Alwyn th4 Ufhop, and dnreiag 
pttandtt in the hall of the coavent of St. Swittain, 
Winchester, Ak minArels, with four baipers, mUU 
their tninftrelfy* : and after fup^r in tlM jnst 
bow'd chamber of the lord prior, fai% the fkUM 
geA ; in which chamber wm furpMKkd, us was tb« 
custom, the great arras of the prior, haveing Um 
pictum of the three kings «f Cologne.4' 

In an acconnt-roll t4 the priory <^ Kccaler, In 
OxicHcUiira, miaUrWartoa found a par^ld inftaDCe 
under the year 1432, by which it appears that fbM 
fhiUi:^ were ^veen to Ah miitArdt of Bucldtigliani, 
Snging in ihe refectory Tht ttuirtyrdom of t}U fetal 
Jletpa-t, in the feaft o( Ae Epiphany, t 

In the fourth year of king Riehard die feoMid 
(1380), John king of Casiille mad Leob, duk« a( 
Lancaster, by a charter in the French tMigue, OT- 
dain'd, conftituteed and asfign'd kii wd belova'd 

• Jteltfuci, I, luiT. i Htwlunt, W, */I9. 

4 lUfiJir. FrUrl. S. AstlUu ffmlBil, qaottd ia lbs Bk- 

'"T '^Eagiyh po^ry, II, 174, a. it. 
1 11, l?». 
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y, N. the tmg oftke mti/htli within his honour of 
Tutbury, which now is or who for the time flial bm 
to take and arreft ali the tuinfirtlt within hii fame 
honour and francbife, who refuTe'd to do their fer- 
vicet and minftreiry (o them appertaining to do 
from ancient time at Tutbury aforday'd, annually 
the day of the aafuinptian of our lady : giveing and 
granting to the fa/d kitig of the minfireU for the 
lime being ful power and command to make them 
do reafonablely, justify and conllmn to do tfaeir 
ferviceiit and minftrclfys in manner ai beloi^, and 
as it there has been ufe'd and from ancient times 
accuitom'd.* Thefe minftrels, lilie Ibofa in Che- 
Ihire, ^ipear to have becA a very disorderly ancl 
licoitious fet of men, who rcqtiire'd a court of jus- 
tice to keep them in order. Plot, who Waa a fpec 
tator of their proceefion in the reign of Charles the 
fecond, thus defcribes it : " On the court-day, oT 
morrow of the aafumplion, wbitt time all th»MMi* 
jfaW* within the honor coma firA to the baylifi* 
houfe, where the fieward or bis deputy meetiRg 
themi they all goe from thence to the pariOi-clnircIl 
of TutburjTr two aDd two t<%ether, m^j^ck ft^ng 
l^ore them, tie king of tit mu^relli for the year 
pali walking between the fieward and bayUff,&c"t 
One of tba ariieiee of enquiry in the fteward* 
diaige to the inquell, was whether any of the min- 
llrels within the honour had " aJuufe'd or «litpB- 

• BlMinu CjiuMJKlioRay, King of th« roiaAKls. 
t Natural kUUry iffSt^Ttykkt, 4S7. 



n«,,,nh.,.G00»^lc 



«c DISSERTATION OK 

nge'd.tbeir honorable profesfiofi, by dninkennefi^ 
pio&ne curfing or fwesring, sikoikg lswd or 
OBSCKVE Boxes, 3^." wtuch ball tfae infbimalioD 
We can obtain of their minfoel talents. 

There was a ciutom in thk manor that the m^ 
Jlrela who came to matitu thither on the feafi of 
the Bsfumplion ihould have a bul giveen tbem by 
tb« prior of Tutbaiy, if tfaey could lake him on 
that Ade of the ri?er Dove which it next Tutbury ; 
or elfe the prior fhould give them forty pence ; for. 
the enjoyment of which custom they were to give 
to the lord at that feaA twenty, lliii bul, beii^ 
by inexpre«fib1e barbaritya, " rendered ai mad u 
'tis posllble for him to be," was tum'd out of the 
abbey-gate where ihefe refpectable perfouagees, 
*' who fubllfted by the arts of poetiy and mu&C| 
and fang to the harp verfes compofe'd by then- 
felves, or others," were waiting to fatiate th«i 
fevsge crusty; and, if they conld take this poor 
mutilateed animal, and bold him fo long as to cut 
oif fome of his hair, the bul was brought to the 
bailifs houfe^ " and there coUar'd and roap't, and 
fo brought to the buU-rii^ in the high-ftreet, and 
there baited with doggsl''* 

The worthy and pious editor of Tie reHqua of 
ancient ^mgUJh poetry obferves with a Nota bene 
that " The barbarous diverfion of bull-running was. 
no part of the original infiitution, 4^. as is fiilly 
proved by the reverend Dr. Pegge in Arciaologui, 

- • • Fku Nataral hUury ^tfSl^ffariflmt, M7, 499. 
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Vol. II. No. XIII. page 80." But whether pert of 
*' the onghiai inftitution" or not, it was practifc'd 
by thde infamouG fidlen or ballad-fingen (whcnn 
that editor is H^rous to treat with fo much deli- 
cacy and reTped) for upward of three hundred 
jt^n, at the leaft, being confirm'd by vfTpeximus ia 
the Qme of king Henry the fixtb,'and having con- 
tinue'd, to the disgrace and infamy of ihofe who 
were concern'd in it, down to the year 1778, when 
the minflreUcourt, bul-bajting, &c. were aboUdi'd 
by the dake of Devoufhire, lesfee of the houor.* 

By an order of the chancellor of the Duchy- 
court, dateed the lOth of May in the £th year of 
Charles the firfi, (amongli other orders to tine lika 
purpofees,) " Item, it is ordered, that noe peiftn 
Ihall ufe, or exerdfe, the art and fcience of mu- 
ficke within the counties^f Stafford and Darbie, as 
a common mufician or mynftrell/or btpffifani 
ptyiu, except he have ferved or lieene brought up 
in the fome art and fcience, by the fpace of feavsa 
yeeres, and be allowed and admitted fu to doe at 
the faid court called the roynftrelb court by the 
jorye of the faid court for the tynie beeinge, or th* 
greater parte of them, beinge xii in number, by the 
confeiit of the Aeward of the faid court, for &» 
tyme beinge, on payne to forfeit, for over^ ntooth, 
diat he fh^l fo ufe, or excrcife the faid art, or 
fcyence^iis. iiijd." 

* See the neir et&tion of BIodum A*timt itnvrtt, by Bed 
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" What flMfi, i pray/' exdainu ThomAs of Elm* 
ham, defcribeii^ the corooatioii of king Henry the 
fifth, ** can be Itiy'd to be mora foleniD than that 
which fuch a royal preTenca hoDoni'd, Ibch a mnl- 
titnde of princcSa and Udyn adom'd, where the tu- 
maltuons noifb of fo many trumpeti force'd tha 
nthereal parti to 'reecho with the thundering roar, 
and the hyperlyrical melody of the harpen, by a 
certain moll velocioiu touch of the fitigeni (hahe* 
ii^ long notes wiA thort ones, foflly tickle'd ttM 
ears of the gucAt by a moft fweet and gentle whu- 
fert The mu&cal concert, allTo, of the other in- 
Jbrtunents, which team'd to jar fay the ftrife of no 
diriooanccinviteed themtocongruouBJoyt.''* War- 
km, who has meution'd this ceremony, teb lu he 
did it to iotroduoe a Giicumftance Tery penioeut to 
bis pnrpofe, " which it riiat the tuimber of harpers 
in tit hall wac ianamerable, who, wdouxt* 
KDLT, accompanied their infiniments with heroic 
thyn>eB;"t allthoagh Dmham, bit tcAe anthori^, 
neither byi (hat " the number of harper* wat iu- 
BOmerable," nor that ttiere wat any fining at all ; 
■D forli of inflnimental performerB fiiireing to mikt 
M load a noife ai-prnfihte: but thii it hit mauier 
of writeing history. 

Ob'- his return from France, aAcr faia glorieni 
victorys, and bis magnificent eatry into London,' 
le, according to the fame historinn, " utterly prcK 

* fila Hatriei gvinli, p, 9M. 

t flutorj' o/BneH/h potUy, II, ». 
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hiUted that fonp (htmld be loftde of his triamph, 
tb be fnng by buprnt, or any others whatibcver."* 
In defpile, however, o£ tfaii prDctaniatira, fomt 
mudactouft nuKflrel actually ComtHifc'ii a metrical 
romance on his conqiiefts, Kbich ii ftil extaitt;"f 
fawig the raiDB vidi " Tlie battayU of Egytige- 
oDHit," Bkcwile menticn^d by mistci' Waiton, and 
printed by John Shot, if not, alllv, by Wyaken de 
.Woide, both in qnarlOi asd bUck-letWri another 
poet of A more humble defcri|;>tk)ii pnMliicdag 
i (ang on the fame victory, a)ir» In print. It i> not, 
at Ht* fame time, at all probable that the mintlrdi 
vho had been reqoire'd Co accompany him in tdi 
iDrafitm of France, vere compofcer* or £agsn ttf 
rOBoanca, or ereo petfomeTt on the batp : fioce, ai 
Caefios (Afervei, 

" Whatlhould the ware dovitk thd^jigingfoolir^ 
"Even fo lat« u the time of Frouhrt," adcofdii^ 
to bilhop Tefcjf " we find nm/lrtia and AeroUt 
mtnlion'd tf^ether, aa thole wtio might fecurely go 
ioto an enemy's countty."! In " itMnoblQ fayi* 
tory of kyi% Poubw," ISU, it b fey'd '^ Than 
bcga&ne mi/itfinHtt forlo pfay.all maiMritf aiyit- 

• P. ?9. 

+ See HearnB Appendit to Kmham, Num. VI. 

^ OaUpaits tn^iy of JitlrniCaf)o;A&iV, tcau: 9. 

t JlcMfUH, I, OS. Intbr l0tbTtarDrEriw*idlI..W11]iMn 

de Morlce bu a grant with ftit addilJon of " the kings min* 
fcftl, ftiled Rny dt Narlh ; and, in the laih of his fuccofor, 
AadrttI Sottit, Ills " chitr fefgtavAt." Andrew Noieia «M 
" roy ^anm de Narlh." Anftia, U, SOO. 
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Jref^, and alfo the Heraiddet begnn to cry, Irc." 
Thefe imffirelt, tberefor, would feem ti> have faces 
the mufidans of the army, or military band ; tnam- 
peten, it is probable, who, ia modem times, arc 
■Dtitle'd to the fame prinkge. 

Edward the fourth, in 1*69, granted a charter, 
by which he incorporateed Waker Haliday mar- 
ihal, and fevcn others of hii minftreli to be a fra- 
ternity or perpetual ^Id (fuch aa, he underQood, 
the bntiert aadjtfen of the fraternity <rf ninftreU 
bad in times pafi), to be govem'd by a maribal, 
and by two wardens, who were to admit hnthen 
and fitters into the fay'd gild, and are autfaorife'd 
to examine the pretenfions of all fuch as affeded 
to exereife the minftrel profeafion ; and to regulate, 
govern, and puniOi them throughout the realm 
(thofe of Chester excited).* " This," doctor ' 
Percy thinks, " feema to have fome rcfemblance to 
the eart marlhals court among the heralds, and is 
another proof of the great affinity and refemblance 
which the minftrels bore to the college of arms."t 

This fistemity is ne\-er m«itMHi'd by any Ed- 
glafh historian; and it is certainly difficult to 
conceive, for what purpofe thefe minflreb, brother! 
and listers, were thus incorporateed, unlefs they 
were to attend the kings army, in the nature of 
heralds, whenever it went abroad. Alexander Car- 
Kle, an officer, it would leem, of diis fraternity; 
call'd ** farjaunt of the mynftTellis," came, it is 
• rmitn,11,ia. f JIcKfttM, f, xt*. 



n«i..nh.,. Google 



ROMANCE AND MINSTRELSY. cct 
by'd, to the king as he lay in bed ia the north, ia 
ihb bme year, in ^at haft, and badde hym aryfe, 
for he had enemyea cummyng for to talie him." 
This gild appears to have continue'd down lo witfaia 
the reign of king Henry the eighth.* It would feem 
from the above circumftauce that it was the duty 
of a party of the ininftrels to accompany tlie king 
in his progrefses. 

The Engleilh minftrels, as they were genenlly 
call'd, though the names of jtstourt, or gatoart, 
Jogdouret.jugloura, or Jugler», gkiomai, or gltt- 
men, tnagiciau, trfgetours,\ dt/oun, feggert,^ 

* KtHqMa, I, zlii. 

t IV^floitrt are mentionM by Gowet (fb. >s) : 
" Wi±^afhla of a trtgetovr;" 
•nd both Iragtlouri sod magiciaru by ChRucei, in T%t kmt/i 
tf'Fanu, iii, idg. Lydgaie, in Tht daiut qf Machabree, tap. 
fc&la Death to uldref* thui 

" Miiner John Rykell, fomdinie trtgitour 
Of noble Henri king of Englelond, 
For ill tbtjleyghta ud tumyng of Ihyae hende 
Then mail come neat tfals dune to undeiftonde : 
FtM Detb fbonly, nother on lee nor kuule, 



Thii woid ia derive'd by Tycwbin &om Ir^l, deceit, im< 

4- Tbefe («o wordi occur in Robert of Brunne* TeiTuin.of 
Tht Mamitt it ptclu: 

" I nwd noogbt fbr no Hfoari, 
Ne lorjiggtn, no harpoun." 
TlMi, too, Gowcr, fpeiliins of <^ coronition-feitinl of ■ 



" When be wi* gtadeit ■! hii mete, 
And every minftrell had plaide. 
And evny iK/bur hadyUib, 

~ U to hi* ei 
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fitldl£rn,haTfen,kc. wenb^notoeuisuncomaiffn, 
iqipe&r to have undergooi s mutation fimiiar to 
that berelofore obferve'd ia the French, the iMinet 
of the partieuiar bnmchei bwiig conlbiiDded in that 
of the general prufesfion. Cluuiccr, u we have lU* 
rtady feen, define* i.\iA jogdaur, of hi* own time, 
to he a wonder-workcr, or flight-of-hand-mn, a« 
the ji^^, or juglaur, u at prefent. Again, in Piert 
Plaamum, fb. 82; 

" Save Jake tiw jvgloure, uid Jonet of the ftewe*." 
" AnAjaftrt, aadjugltri, and jonglers* of geftef." 
TUa siitboar, however, generally ufwfe mi^trH 
and glemoH as fynonimous. 

Sir John Handeville, defcribdng the exhibkioni 
he faw at the court of the Orefe chart, fays, *' And 
Uian coiaeo jogiiiowi and tBchantoura, that dos 
many marvayllcs, SfC." 

William of Nuryagton, in hii prologue, warns hi» 
readera, 

" furfi at the hegftwyiig. 

That i will make na vayn eqr^fnge. 

Of dedtt ofarm/i, ne of amoHrt, 

As dua mynfirallU anijatourt, 

* Jaigleri, which frcquentir occura in Chanont Otnltr- 

hay talis, a explua'd, by bn Icsroed •dStoti a fratiir of 

tabbh'ir, and has, iberefor, oo (bit of coMOMtiPa V uiBlogr 

mth>0«frib»r. Jt i*> at die &me limci from tfae Fnocht w> 

in an tM fabliau in the Hirley MS. 9313; 

" /^ (^ (eno un janglen." 

That, too, in Q»uocn TriMJiit tni Crafiit, V, 7*S J<>>V- 

lirit b ■ comprion of jmgUriti 

"Nfffefeaof 
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That mokyi catfifng in nuny a place. 

Of Oetow/ane and of yanArqfe, 

And of many other jejiiia, 

And namly, wlieo thai come to le«Set." * 
But though he names both mnfirelt and jettomn, 
he doea not ^ve them feveral functions; be carp- 
ing Teems fynonimous with fing^ng. Yet it mufi bs 
■diniled that Adam Davie, actually, or apparend^, 
make* a distinclion on this fubjeiSt : 

" The mmflreUJinge, ^D&jogdotir* tarpe." 
In a narrative of " The departure of the princeft 
Katherine out of Spaine, together with her ariTU 
and reception in England," 1501, printed in tbo 
new editiun of Leiands CoUectatua (V, 352), -wa 
read that " the and her ladyei call'd for their mm* 
Jir^l»...aa6 folace'd themfelvea with the diiports <rf 
Amncing" 

If " mynftrells" at that period were neither 
« trompetis" nor " fakebowtts," they were cteariy 
inftrumenlal mulicians of no very disfimilu na- 
lure.f In the progrefa of the new queen of Scot- 
land, elder daughter of Henry the feventh, to meet 
her husband, in the year 150S-3, " Apon the 
gatt [of Berwick]," as we are told fay an eye-wit- 
nefe, " war the jfrNSTHAYLLS of the capitayn, 
playi^ of tiieir iirsTaouai'Ts.''^ " After the 
(supper... UTMSTEELLS begonne to. Uoioe, wber 

t See Ldudi CoffrcMMa, IV, «7«, HS. 4 AC tr«. 
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daunced the qnene accompayned of my lady of 
Surrey."* Aner...the UTNaTRELLS b^noe to 
pby a baflie daunce ;" and " after tiiyi dooD, thay 
playde a rownde/'f Thefc, it may be, ««ere th« 
tefpmental band. 

It would teem that tbe minflrelB of this xn had 
a drefs to diitinguifli their profesfion. The com- 
pany defcnbe'd by the old authour, whoTe words 
are quoteed, being feated in a taverDi " in comes a 
Mtf? <:fm*fiwmt, iv tawnet coats, who taking 
off thdr caps, alked if they would bare any uv- 
ticf The widow anfwered. No; they were merry 
enough. Tut! (aid tbe old man, let us bear, good 
fellows, what you can do; and plat me The be- 
ginmhig of the vorld." ^ With refped to tbefe 
tamtry coati; it is wel-known to have been the 
livery of the biftiop of Winchester, within whoTe 
manor of Southwark, and under whofe patronage, 
Ucence, and authority, tbe fublick stews at 
that period flourini'd. This circumftance is evea 
alludeed to in The firfi part of king Henry FT, 
where the cardinal-bilhop of Winchester enters 
" attended by a train of fervants IN tawkt 

• Lebuids Collectanta, IV, 983. 

f Oi.aat. ScealUbsga. 

^mitoTyofJiutofltaiiliiaj,\>jTbo.TkU)liy. h*oifittf 
Mii^tctunt WK1 ■ tompeny of tbem. In - Tkt fttani part ^ 
Hag Htnn/ IF. one of ctie dcawen of Tie boari bend bids 
hn fellow fee if he cui find out ". Sneakx lun/i/' (nk(R£i 
l^sillMtl bdoc defiioiu to luTc ItitDe auifict." 
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CosU :" and is addrefs'd by the duke of Glou- 
cester: 

" Thou, that give'ft whores iodulgcticeiis to fin." 

■* Draw, men, for all thia privilegced place; 

Blue-coats to tawny-cOHtsl" 

'* Winchester-goo re,* i cry, a rope! a rope! 

Out tawny-coals! Out fcarlet hypocrite." 

Henry Chettle defcribes Anthony Now-Noa>, a 
femous minlirel of his own time, (not Anthony 
Munday,) as " an od old fellow ; low of ftature, 
his head covered with a round cap, his body with 
a tawnei/ coate, his 1^ and feete truft uppe iu lea- 
ther buskins, his gray haires and furrowed face 
witnefsed his age, his treble viol ia his hande, as- 
fured me of his profesfion. On which (by his con^ 
tiouall fawing having left but one firing) after his 
befi manner, hee gave me a i»nf«-up."t 

Tile beginirtg of the world appears to have been a 
favourite tune. It ts mention'd, with others, in 
■ Heywood and Broomes tragi-comedy of Tie viilchet 
of Lancajhire, iGSi. 

A curious account of the minflrel romancees and 
their vocal and iiifirumenlal performers, in the time 
of cjueen Elizabeth, is Iransmited to us by master 
Putteaham, a courtier, it would fccm, and, in his 
own conceit, a moH elegant aod poliih'd writer. 

■ A tfiachttUr-goiift, according ta doctor. Johnfon, w^ 
" ajhvmpet, or JAe con/ejumfM iffktr love." 
•» Kiad-HarU 4namt, lif. fi % 
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" Th&t rime or concord is not conunAndafaly 
ufed both in (he end and middle of a verfe.. albeit 
thefe comrooD rimers ufe it much...fi> on the other 
fide doth the over-bufie and too fpeedy retunie of 
one maner of tune, too much oa annoy «nd at it 
were glut the eare, uulefs it be in fnisU and popular 
mufickea fong by thefe canlabanqui upon benches 
and barrels heads, where they have no other au- 
dience then boys or coun trey-fell owes that paHe 
by them in the fireete, or elfe by blind harpers, ov 
fuch like taveme mintlrels that give a fit of mirth 
for a groat; and their raatier being for the moft 
part (tones of old time, as the tale of lir Topas, 
the reportes of Bevis of Southampton, Guy of 
Wanvicke, Adam Bell, and Clymmeof theaough, 
and fuch other old romances, or historicall rimes, 
made purpofely for recreation of the common peo- 
ple Bt ChriftmafTe diners and brideales, and in 
tavernes and olehoufes, atul fuch other places of 
bafe refort."* 

The rewards of the minltrels, for their mnfical 
and vocal performancei's, appear to have been, at 
IcaA on many occafions, confidering the fuperiotir 
value of money in thofe times, by no means con- 
temptible. In the year I306, William Fox and 
Cradock his asfociate, for Qnging in the prefence of 
the prince and other great men being in his com- 
pany at London, received 20/. The minftrel of the 
* Pnttenluun, 4rlt nfSngl^ fotfit, m. 
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couDtefs Marefchal, doing hU minftrelfy before the 
piince &t Penrith, 4^^* In an anna&l account-roU 
of the Augustine priory of Bicester) for the year 
1431, among the " Dona priorit," is to a harper 
Bd; to another 12di to a certain minftral of the 
lord Talbot at Chriftnias I2di to the minftreb of 
the lord Strange in the Epiphany, 30 J ; to two 
minfirels of the lord Lovel in the morrow of St, 
Mark, iSd; to the minllrels of the duke of Glou- 
cester in the feali of the Nativity, 3/ id; and to 
ft certain bearward, 4dt Thepriorof Maxtokein 
Warwickfliire, in various years of kii^ Henry the 
lixth) gave to a jugter in the week of St. Michael, 
4(f ; to a harperand other juglers at Chrilim&s4if ; 
to the mimes of Solihul, 6(Ji to tbofe of Coventry, 
3Qdi and at another time, i2d;to the mime of 
lord Ferrers, 6d^ to the_mimes of the lord Adely, 
lid; to thofeof the lord of Warwick, lOd; to a 
blind mime, 2d, ^-c-l- I" the time of cjuecn Eliza- 
beth, as we are told by Puttenbam, the ufual fee 
of a chanting harper was " a groat," which doctor 
Percy feems to think no bad thing.I 

* Wuton, 1, 1 10 ; from (he Wirdn)be-4ol1. 

•(■ Idtm, 1, BO. 

4 Waftor, I, M- Sec more in (Dote in the fbllowing page. 

X Thai thia wai the common price, long after puucDhami 
time, appeals from Jonfons Mttfifut qf the wftamorpho/i'd 
O^ifiti, 1091, wbeie, on the introduclimi of Cbet^ thcpipeir, 
or Tom Tieldetbot the tabourer, one of the company, fayi p— 
" 1 cannot hold now, there's my groat, let's have a^ for 
mirth-fake." Thefegroad gave rife to the eiprcsliDn of fii- 
Htn moiKy, thoo^, as that cran is no looget cunent, it i* 
•WW ap^d to ttiUn. 
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" Many of our old metrical romances," «s doc- 
tor Percy fays, " whether originally Englilh, or 
translated from the French, to be fung ti> an En- 
^i(h audience, are addrefsed to perfons of Ugi 
ranjt, as appears from their begiiiing thus — " Liften 
LordirtgSf" and the like (P. Ixxxilj). He elfewhere 
obferves that "^ ow nobUiti/ are often addrefsed 
therein by the title of Lordings" (P. ciii). Lord- 
tags, however, by no means implys nobility, and is 
merely equivalent to ^rs or matters. Thus Chau- 
cei^s pardonere addrefses his fellow-pilgrims, who 
certainly were not perfons of high rank^ 

" Lordings, quod he, in chirche when i prade," 
John Derricke, alfo, in his Image of' Jrelande, 158 1, 
repeatedly addrefsps his readers by the fwrno title. 

The like addrefs to the auditory frequently re- 
curs in the Chesltr-lVldtfvn-ptayi, which appear to 
have been perform'd before an immcnfe number of 
people. 

It has been raaintain'd elfewhere that the min- 
ftrels, whether fingers or inilrumental performers, 
were held in very little, if any kind of, eftimation. 
That the word minjirel, whatever it might have 
originally, or anciently fignify'd, meant no more, in 
comparatively modem times, than ajidler, a croa-^ 
'der, a mufidan, is evident from all the glosfarys 
and dictionarys which mention them : as, for in- 
Aance, thofe of Florio, Spelman, Cotgrave, and 
Blount, Their true character, ho^vever, or peculiar 
accompli ihm cuts, wil fufUcieutly appear from tha 
author of Purs Fhaman, who compofe'tt tfaa;twork 
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ROMANCE AND MINSTRELSV. ccxii 
in 1362, and fcenis to fiave been very^wel ac- 
quainted with them, and thus introducers one of 
this refpeclitble fraturnity, fpeaking for himfdf : 
" I am HYHSTKELL, quud that man, my name 
is Actha Vita, 
All idle iche hale, for All-Active h my name. 
A wafrer well ye wyt, and fervc manye lordes, 
And fewe roubes i fong, or furred gownes : 
Can i lye to do men laughc, than lachcn i fhould 
Othcrmantellormoney,amungcslordor niinfti'els. 
And for i can neither ItAer, ne trumpe, ne teUno 
Farten' ne fyslen, at feaftes, ne harpea, [g^s. 
Jape, nc Juggle, ne geiitilly pype, 
Ne nether/aj/fen, ncfaule, ncfyng to tkegyterne, 
I have no good gyftes of thefe great lordcs."f 
This poor fellow, however, could do none of ail 
thefe things. He was, in fafl, a foit of cake-bake'er, 
and dealt in wafers; but tiie allegory cannot be 
eafeyly feparatced from the costume. 
He, elfewhere, (fo. 43, b), fpeaks of 

" gods gleman, and a game of heaven. 

Would never ibe faithful father his Jidk were 
unlemperd, 
Ne his^gieman a gedli/ng, a goer to a tavern."' 
Again, fo. 1 , b : 

" fume chofen differ, they ciicvcden the 

better, — 
And myrthes to make as mynJlreUes kuimeth, 
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And getten golde wytt her gUe, fvnles i levc. 
As jajien and janglers, Judas chyldren." 

AgaiD, to. 47, b ; 

" And glader then the glaaan that golde hdth 
lo gyfte ; 

Agnin, (o. 45, b : 

" Harlots for her harlotry may have of her 

goods, 

And Japers, aoAjugkri, aadjanglert ^ge^a," 

Agiiin, fo. 33: 

" Save Jake the Jugloure, and Jonet of the 
^emt." 

Again, fo. 3^ : 

" And than he go, fyke a gl'vicmaiuhyich, 
Sometymc afj'de, and fometinie arere." 

It may be infer'd from this pasfage, that the rain- 

f)rel-haq>''rs were frequently blind ; and, in h£t, 

the phrafe of " blind harper" has become pro- 

veibiut. So, in Cottons Virgile travestie, B. 1 : 
" Wbilft a blind harper did advance. 
That wore queen Didos cognisance, 
A min^rel, that lopas bight. 
Who pla/d and fung to them all night." 

Again, fo. 13, b : 

" As commen as a cart-waye lo eche a knave 

that walketh, 

To monkes, and to miitfirtli, to m^elt in iedgei." 

It muft be own'd we frequently meet them ia very 

good company. 
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Hie minflreb were alfo bagp^n. Thus, in the 
Covtntry Corput-Ckruti play : 

" Ze mynfirtU of myrth , blowe vp a good blaA, 

Whylt i go to cbawmer, and chaunge myn array." 
Again, in flr David lindfays Satyre of lie tirie 
^aitt, 1602 (but writen in 1539) : 

" Min/ireU, hiaw up ane brawl of France, 

Let fee wha habbili beft." 
Again, in John Heywoods Play ofthfatther: 

" For the raoft part alt maner mynfireljy, 

Sy wynde they delyver tbeyr founde chefely, 

Fyll me a bagpype of your water full, 

As fwetly fhutl it founde, as it were Auffyd witli 

woll." 

Agaio, in Tiepopipte kingdome, from the Latin of 

Thomas Meog«orgu8, by Barnabe Googe, 1570, 

fo. 56 : 

" The table taken up they rife, and all the youth 
Apace, 

The mnfirdi with them called, go to fome con- 
venient place, 

Where, when with hagpipe hoarce, he hath begon 
his muficke fine, 

And unto fuch as are preparde to daiaut hath 
given figne. 

Comes thither lireight, ^c." 
Sometimes their iDJlrumenta were a drum and fife: 
for fo Robert Greene, in his Orlando Jvriofo, 1594: 

" I'll be his mitifirell with my drvm and^fe, 

Kd him come forth, and dance it, if he dare." 
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Many other infiftncei-s, of the fame kind, might 
be aded, but thefu may fiiffice. 

Stubs, in his Anatotnie ^abiffes, 1583 and 1595, 
defcribes the minltrels of his time as a. parcel of 
drunken fockets, and baudy parafiles," that, fays 
he, " rauiige the countries, riining and finging of 
unclean, corrupt, and filthy fongs in taverues, ale- 
houfes, iiines, and other pubiike asfemblies... There 
is no fliip," he excliumH, " fo laden with merchan- 
dize, as their heads are peftred with al kind of 
baudy fongs, filthy ballades, and fcurvy rymes, 
ferving for every purpofe, and for every company. 
For proof whereof," ads he, " who be^ baudier 
knaves then they ? who uncleaner ihen they ? who 
more licentious, and loofer minded thenihey,? who 
moreincontinent than they { and, brief lie, who more 
inclined to all kind of infolency and leudnefs then 
they?... I think that ai good minftrcls, fober end 
chilli mufilions, may dance the wildc Moris throu^ 
a needles eye." 

This fame puritanical fnarler allows that " not- 
withttanding il were better (in refped of worldly 
acceptation) to bee a piper, or a baudie minlirell, 
theu a. dcvine, for the one is loved," he fays, *' for 
his ribauldrie, the other hated for his gravitie, 
wifedome, and fobrieiie. Every toune, citlie, and 
countrey," he ads, " is full of thefe miiiftielles to 
pipe up a dauucc to the devill ; but of devincs, fo 
fewe there bee as any male hardely bee feeti :" it 
would have been much the better, indeed, if there 
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had been none at all: for, certainly, a pi peer is 
preferable to a parfon. 

It is, at the fame time, no Anall compliment to 
the minftreU of former agees, that, as they were, 
doubtlefg, much more active and ufeful ; they were 
infinitely better pay'd, ihan the idle and good-for- 
nothing clergy. " The fraternity of the Holy 
croffe in Abingdon, in Henry the fisths time.. .did 
every yeare keepe a feaft, and then they ufed to 
have twelve preiftes to Cng a Dirige, for which they 
had given them foure pence a peece. They had 
alfo twelve minllrelU, feme from Covenir6, and 
fome from Maydenhilh, who had two ftiillinge* 
three pence a piece, befides iheyre dyet and horfe- 
men..,Obferve that, in ihofe days, they payd tbeyre 
ininfirclls better then theyre preiftes."* The em- 
ployment of thele miiiftrels may be coUeiied from 
a fubfequent pasfage, in which the writeer fays that 
they bad " pageantes, ajid pluyes, and May-games 
to caplivat the fences of the selous beholders, and 
to allure the people to ihe greater liberalily." 
Another inftaiice of the fame kind of disparily i) 
relateiid by ^\'ft^ton, where four Shillings were 
^veiiii to the fix mmi, or minftrels, and only two 
Ihillings to the eight prieAs. In ihe fume year 
(1441), the prior gives no more than fixpence to a 
preaching frier. f 

" From the following entry," fays mister Stee- 

ycns, " on the books of the fiaCioncrs' company, ia 

• Liherniger, P.sos. + 11,100. 
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the year 1560, it appears that the hire of a fxu^OM 

was cheaper than that of a mvifirel, or a cook: 

" Item, payd to the preacher - vi«. iid. 
Item, payd to ihe minftrell - xiif. 
Item, payd to the coke - - sv#." 
(S)miifpeare, 17P3, XIV, 53p ) It fbould be re- 
member'd, at Qie lame time, that the pufons bnfy- 
nefs would be finilh'd in an hour, whereas the cook 
and the minflrel would be employ'd the whole of 
the day, and, peradventure, all night too. 

The onely genuine mindrel- ballads which are 
known to exifl at prefent (except fuch as ma^ have 
been pubUfh'd with great inaccuracy and licentious- 
nefs by the right reverend the lord bilhop of Dro- 
more, or lemain conceal'd in his tordfliips folio 
manufcript) are Tkt ancient battle o/* Ciery-ciace, 
The battle of Otlerbmtme, John Dory, Little Miw 
grave and lady Barnard, Lord Thomas and fair 
Eleanor, and Fair Margaret a»d fwttt William, to 
which one may, poEfiblely, venlure to ad JoA» 
Arv^rong and Captain Care; all which are fome- 
wbere or other id print. 

A fingular and whimfical writeer, name'd So- 
tiert Laneham, or Langham, a ^^n^ionifliire gen- 
tleman, who appeare to have accompany'd Elisabelli 
in fome of her pK^refses, as " dark of the councel 
chamber door," in " A letter ; whearin, part of the 
entertainment untoo the queenz majesty, at Kil- 
Ungwoorth caftl in Warwick Sheer, in this foomers 
pn^reit \S!JS, iz iignified: from a freend officer 
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att^aat in the coburt, unto bis freend [master 
Humfrey Martin, mercer] a citiien and merchant 
9f London," and there printed in tbe above year, 
in a foiall volume in black-letler, gives the follow- 
ing curious naTrative of " a riiliculoiia devife of an 
auocient minflretl and his fong," which, " waz 
prepared to have, been profTerd, if meete tiue 

AKD PLACE HAS BESIf FOOUHD FOR IT:" t't 

that this intNHled exhibi^on (in flat contradiction 
to doctor Percys misreprefented account) did not 
actually take place : but, as good luck would have 
it, " Ods, In a woorlliipful company, whear, full 
appointed, ha recoounted his matter in fort az it 
fhould have been uttered," master Lai^am, in 
perfon, " chaunfed to bee; and what i noted," 
fays he, " heer thus i tell yoo. A parfon very 
meet feetned he for the purpoze ; of a xhv yean 
olid, apparelled partly as he woold himfelf : Ua 
capofhizhed fe^nly rounded tonller-wyze ; &yt 
keinbd, that with a fpoonge deintly dipt in a littt 
caponi gieas, was finelye fmootbed too make it 
ihine like a malUids wing; hiz beard fmugly 
fhaveu; and yet his Ihyrt after ihe nu trink, with 
ruSs &yr fiarched, Peeked, and glistering like a 
payr of nu Ihooz : marfhalld in good order: with a 
(letting fiick, and ftoout that every ruffAood up 
like a wafer. A fide gooun of Kendal green, after 
tbe fre&neft of tbe year now ; gathered at the neck 
with a narro gorget faitened afore with a white 
dafp aad a keepar clofe up to tbe chin, but eafily 
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for heat too undoo when tie lift : Teemly begyrt in 
a red eaddiz gyrdl; from (bat, s payr of capped 
ShHTcld knivez hanging a to fide : out of hiz bozora 
drsune foorlh a lappet of hts napkin, edged widi » 
blu lace, and markinl with a trutoove, a hart, and 
A. D. for Dantian : for he was but a bachelar yet. 
" His gooun had fyde llccvez dooun to mid- 
legge, flit from the Ihooutder too the hand, and 
lined with white cotlen. His dooblct fleevez of blak 
woorfied : upon them a payr of puyneti of tawny 
chamblet, laCed along the wreal) wyih blu threeden 
points ; a wealt towart) the hand of 'fustian anapes : 
a payr of ted neather flocks : a payr of pumps on 
hiz feet, with a crofs cut at the tozc for corai ; not 
nu indeede, yet cleanly blakt with foot, and ftiiuing 
az a Ihoing honi. About his neck, a red rebond 
futabi to his girdi: his harp in good grace depen- 
daunt before him ; his wreatl tyed to a green lace 
and han^ng by ; Under the gorget of his goound a 
fayr flagon cheyn of pewter (forfylver;) as a./ywVe 
minfiret oi Middilfex, that travaild tbe cuntree tliy> 
Jbomer feafoD unto fayrz, and woorihipfull menz 
houzcz. From his cheyn hoong a fchoochion, wth 
metall and cooller refplendant upon hiz breaft, of 
the auncient armes of l9llnglon....<Then follows an 
abfurd and affe^ed defcription of thcfe arms, evi- 
dently the fole manufacture of master Lanehaifi, or 
Tome other coxcomb of the fame turn. ..This being 
ridicule'd by " a good fello of the company").... 
— " every man laught a good, fave the mkiArelt: 
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that thot^h THE FOOLL wear made privy, all wu 
but for fport, yet too Tee himfelf tbus Croft with A 
contraTy kue that bee to<^t not for, wootd ftroight 
bave.ge'en over all, waxt very wayward, eager and 
foour : boowbeit at Idtlei by fum entrcatyi and 
man}' &ir woordz, with Tak and fuger, We fwectned 
bim againe: And after iie becam az mery as a py. 
Appeerez then afrefli, in biz ful formalitfek With a 
h)vely loock.' After three lowliecoourfleE, cleered 
his vois with a bem'^nd reach, and fpat oout 
withal ; wiped hie lip with the hollo of his hand 
for <ylii^ his napkin, tenitierd a Aring or tot) with 
ha mreaft, andafiera tittlo^wsirbting On htz harp 
for a prelude, came iborth with 4 follem Cong, war- 
Taunted for ftory oont of King Artkurt ads ; the 
jirft book€, and 26 chapters wfaearofi gate acopy: 
ftnd thatiz this: viz. 

*' So it befell qpon a Pentecoft day, ^c" 
At this the minfirell made a pwiz and a cnrtezy, 
for primus paftus [pOf/M]. More of the fong iz 
thear, but i gat it not; Az for the matter, had it 
cum to the flieaw, i think the fello would have 
handled it well ynomigh." 

The poor fdlow thus brought foreward to repre- 
fent, and even to ridicule, th« rcfpcctable chnntcter 
of an aodent minftrcl, may be readyly admiled to 
have been himfelf a humble retainer to that onca 
illustrious profesfion ; tbisappears by his being able 
to a<;Gompany his fong with the melody of the harp. 
He was, tbeiefoi, it is likdy, une of thofe " caafa- 
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hatigvi upon bencbes and barrek heads, when they- 
had no other audience then bo^ or countrey-fel- 
lows i" as ullready defciibe'd by PtitiDnbam ; or 
dfe one of his " taveEne-minHreli that [ufe'd to] 
give a fit of mirth for » groat," Our critick, bow 
ever, finds no biilt with bis performance, and, 
even, pays him a fort of parting CMnpliment. It is 
fufficiently manifell, at the iame time, from this 
identical narrative, that there was, at the above 
period, no minfirel performer, ^tinguifh'd by his 
dreft, or manners, as the nal or accurate repre* 
fcntative of a minftrel of the three precedong cen* 
turys, who would, in the puritanical times of that 
bigoted and bloody tygrels, have been treated with 
merited refpedl. 

By ui aa of the 3«Kh of queen raizabetl) (1697), 
Chap. IV. intitled " An && for {HUiilliraait oC 
rogues, vagabonds, and fturdy beggars," " All 
fencers, bearwaids, common ptayers of euterludes, 
and MiMSTRKLB, wandering abroad; all ju^ers, 
tinkers, pedlers, JlfC. fhall be adjudged and deemed 
rogues, vB^bonds, and fiurdy beggeis:" fubjed, 
however, to a provifo or exception in &vout of 
John Dutton of Dutton in the county of Chester 
efquire *< for any liberty, preheminence, anihoHty, 
jurisdiction," which he then lawfully ufed* " by 
leafon of any ancient charlen, or of any prefcrip- 
tion, ufagB, or title whatToever." * 

■ • This claole continue'd « be inferted in »11 vsgnuil kOS 
downto thepKfeotrdp, ia -which [chHb««Doauw^ - 
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This Aatute b concladeed to have nearly put an 
end to &e profesfion of minllxel, bafe and b^eriy 
as it had become : an ordinance dureing the ufur-' 
pstion, in 1656, being the lafl put^ck notice that 
is taketn of it; whereby it is ena^ed that if any 
of the " perfons commonly called riDLZRS or 
HIN9TRBI.S fli^ be taken playing, fidling, and 
making muiic in any inn, ale-houfe, or tavern, or 
proffering themfelves, or deGring, or intreatidg, any 
to hear Ihem play or make muflc," they are to be 
" adjudged and declared to be rogues, vagabonds, 
and Ihirdy b^gara." 

" Then, for the truths fake, come along, come 

Leave this place of fuperftition : [along, 

Were it not for we, that the brethren be. 

You would fink into perdition." * 
Shakfpeare calls thefe perfons " feaft-linding 
minlirels," in his Rapt of Lucrece : and Ben Jonfon, 
in his Tide t^ a Ivb, Introducees " Old iather A^n, 
chief min^el of Highgate, and his two boys." They 
Aiejiddiert; and play the tunes calt'd for by the 
company: as Tom Tiler, Tie jolly joiner, and TAe 
jovial tinker. The fame dramatift, in his Mafque cf 
the metatnorphofd Gy^ts, calls a bagpiper, or ta- 
borer, " the miracle ofmir^rels;" and, in another 
part, makes one of the cbaraclers fay, " The Itiag 
hat his n^fe of gypfles, as well as of bearwardt, and 
OTBBK MiNSTRBLS." So that, of whatevcT cotife- 
qnence tbey might have been, in ancient periods. 
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they nufed their career in vagabonds and fiddleers. 
Doctour Bull, who wrote Tatirical veriecs againft 
theni, (wbich, though exUnt in one of the Harleian 
nanurcripti, cannot be recover' d,) pays them' the 
following parting compliment; 

" When Jefus weot to Jdms houre, 
[Whofe daughter was about to dye,] 

He tum'd ifae ininftreb out ot doors, 
Among the rascal company : 

BKOGEait TBET AEE, WITH ONE COHSENT, 

And rogvbs, bi act or paeliauest." 



NOTE omlted {III, »S9> L- '*)- 
Mister Tyrwhitt obfrrves {IV, 31K), '■ Thii Sara- 
■ cen deity, in an old romance, MS. Bod. 1614, is coii- 
ffantly called TVt/ajan.'" and cites the original lines, 
without ever noticeing that he had once met with the ■ 
fcme orthography in any one copy of Chaucer, printed 
or manufcript. 
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YWAINE AND GAWJN. 

Alutobti god that made mankyn, 
He fcbilde bia fervandes out Qf fya. 
And mayntene tbam, with might and Hiayiie, 
Tbat herkeos Ywayne and Gawayne: 
Tbai war bnightea of the labyl ruwode, 
Tbarfore tillens a tytel ftovrnde. 
Anbor, (he kyng of Yyogland, 
That wan al Wales with his harid, 
And al Scotktid, als fayes th« buke. 
And mani mo, if meik will luke. 
Of al knightes he bare the piyfe, 
In werld was non fo war ne wife ; 
Trew fae wBs in alkyn thing, 
Als it byM to fwillf; a kyng. 
TOL. t. B 
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He made a Me, the Toth to fay, 

OpoQ tbe Witfonondayi 

At Kerdyf, that es in Wales, 

And, efter mete, thar in the bales, 

Ful grcte and gay was the asfembl^, 

Of lonles and ladies of tint cmitrft, - - 

And aU of knyghtes war and wyTe, 

And damifels of mykel prj'Te; 

llkane with other mode grele gamin. 

And grete folace, als thai war famin ; 

Faft thai carped and curtaysly, '" ■ 

Of dedes of armes and of veneri, 

And of gade bnightes that lyfed then. 

And bow men might tham kyndeli ken. 

By doghtines of thture gude deie, 

On ilka fyde wharefiim thai yede: " 

For thai war ftif in iliui ftowrc; 

And tharfoie gat th^ grete honowie. 

Thu laid of jnorfe triwth tbam bitwen«, 

llian now omang mffli here es fene; ' 

For trowtfa and luf es at bjUh, 

Men Dfes now anothet craft: ' ' 

With worde men makes it treW and {labil.' 

Bot in thair fiuth es noght boi f^it;; 
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With the mowth men mahes it hale, 
Bot trew trowth es naiie iii the tale. 
Tharfore her-of now wil i blyn, 
Of the kyng Arthur i wii bygin. 
And of his curtayfe cumpany, 
That was the flowr of chevallry ; 
Swilk lofe thai waa with fpereshorde, 
Over al the werld went the worde. 

Afler mele went the kyng 
Into chamber to (lepeing. 
And alfo went with him the quene, 
That byheld thai al-bydene, 
For thai faw iham nerer fo 
On high dajes to chamber go ; 
Bot Tone when thai war went tajlepe, 
Knyghtes fat the dor to kepe, 
Sir Dedyne, and fir Segramore, 
Sr Gawayn, and fir Kay, fat thore, . 
And alfo fat thar fir-Ywaine, 
And Colgrevance of mekyl mayn. 
This knight that hight Colgrevance 
Tald his felows of a chance, 
And of a fiowr he had in bene, 
And al his tale herd the qaene ; 
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Tlie cbamber-dore Iho haa unfhet, 
And down onang iham fcho hir fet ; 
Sodainli (ho fat down right, 
Or ani of tharo of hir had fight ; 
Bot Colgrevance rafe up in hy, 
And thar-of had fyr Kay envy, 
For he was of his long a Ikalde, 
And forto bofte was he ful balde. 
Ow, Colgrevance, faJd fir Kay, 
Ful light of lepes has thou bene ay. 
Thou wenes now that the ltd M, 
For to be heudetl of U3 all ; 
And the quene fal underftand. 
That her es none fo unkunand ; 
Al if thou rafe, and we Eat ftyll, 
We ne dyd it for none yll, 
Nc for no man«r of feyntife, 
Ne for us denyd nOght forto rife. 
That we ne had rcfen had we hyr fene. 
Sir Kay, i wote wele, fayd the quene. 
And it war gude thou left fwilk fawes, 
And noght defpife fo thi felawes. 

Madame, he fuid, by goddes dome. 
We ne wift no thing of thi come ; 
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And if we did noght curt&ysly. 

Takes to no velony ; 

Bo( pray ye now this gentil man, 

To tel the tale that he bygan. 

Colgrevance faid to Ar Kay, 

Bi gTf te god, that aw this day, 

Na mar moves me thi flyt 

Than it war a flies byt; 

Fill oft wele better men than t 

Has thou desfpifed desf|iyCufely ; 

It es fut femeli, als me think, 

A brok omang men forto flynk ; 

So it fsrs by the, fyr Kay, 

Of weked wordes has thou bene ay, 

And fen thi wordes er wikked and fell, 

This time tharto na mor i tell, 

Bot of the thing that i bygan. 

And fone fir Kay him anfwerd tban, 

And f^d fill tite unto the quene, 

Madame, if ye had nt^ht her bene, 

We fold have herd a felly cafe. 

Now let ye us of our folace ; 

Tharfor, madame, we wald yow pray, 

That ye cumBQd him to fay. 
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And tel forlh als be had tyght. 
Than aniwerd that heade knight^ 
Mi lady es fo avyft. 
That fcho jvil noght cumand ipe, 
To tel that towches me to ill, 
Scho es no^t of To weked will. 
Sir Kaj faid thao, ful fmertlif 
Madame, al hale thb cumpai)i 
Praies yow hertly, now omell} 
That he his tale forth might tell ; 
If ye wil noght for our praying. 
For faith ye aw unto the kyng, 
Cumandes him his tale to tflf, 
lliat we mai her how it Ijiybll. 

Than faid the qucne, Sir Colgrevuice, 
I prai the tak to no grevance, 
This kene karping of fyr Kay, 
Of wcked wordea has he bene ay, 
So that none may him cbafiifc, 
Tharfor i prai tliee, on al wife, 
That thou let noght for his fawes, 
At tel to me and thi felawes, 
Al thi tale how it bytJd, 
For my luf i the pray and byd. 
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Series, ma4«ine; tlist b> me hth, 
fin for I wil noght mk jvw vradii 
Yowr cumandmeBt i lal iulfill, 
If ye will Ytftea me untlU; 
With heites and eres undaiAsnde^ 
And i fal tel yow fvdlk titkaades. 
That ye herd aever j^aat ibka 
Reherced in no kypf/ta jyke ( 
Bot word iares als dofe the wind^ 
Bot if men it in hert byod ; 
And wordes wofo trewly tafe 
By the eres into the hert it gafe ; 
And in the hert that es the horde, 
And knawing of ilk nam worde. 

Herkeng, hende, onto my fpell, 
Trofels fal i yow nane tell, 
Ne tefinges forlo gcr yow lagh, 
Bot i fa^ fay right ala i fagh. 
Now, ats this time fex yer» 
I rade allane, als ye fal her, 
Obout, foi'to feke aventurs, 
Wele armid in gude annuis, 
In a frith i &nd a ftrete, 
Ful thik and hard, i yow bihete, 
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With thornes, breies, Bad moni » quyn, 
Ner hand al day i rade tharc-yn, 
And thurgh i pafl, with mi^yl payof 
Than come i Tone into a playn, 
Whar i gan fe a btetife brade, 
And thederward fill faft i rade; 
I favr the walks and the dyke, 
And bertly wele it gan me lyke; 
Aiid on the draw-hrig Taw i AsQd, 
A knight witii fawkon on bi> hatid; 
This ilk kni^t, that be ye balde. 
Was lord and keper of that halde. 
I hailfed him kindly, als i kowtfa, 
Me anfwerd me mildeli with mowth ; 
Mi Aerap toke that hende knight, 
And kindly cumanded me to ly^t, 
His cumandment i did onane, 
And into hall fone war we lane. 
He thanked god, that gude man, 
Sevyn fithes or ever he blan, 
And the way that me theder broghl, 
And als the aventurs that i fo^t. 
Thus went we in, god do him mede I 
And in his hand he led my ftede. 
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When we war in tbat fkyre palays, 
It was ful wOTthlj wrogbt always, 
I faw no maa of moder born, 
Bot a burde hang us biforn, 
Was nowther of yren, ne of tre, 
Ne i ne will whaiMjf it might be ; 
And by that bord hang a mall, 
The knyght fmate on thar-with-all . 
Thrife, and by then might men fe, 
Bilbre bam come a bir menyi, 
Cnrtayfe men in worde and dede, 
To flabil fone thu led mi lUde, 
A damifel come unto me, 
Hie femeliell that ever i fe, 
Luflumcr Ufed never in land) 
Hendly fcho tokc me by the hand, 
And fone that gentyl creature 
Al imlaced myne armare ; 
Into a chamber Jho me ted, 
And with a mantil fcho me cled ; 
It was of purpur, fair and fine. 
And the pane of riche ermyne ; 
Al the folk war went us &&« 
And thare was none than bot we twa; 
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Scho ferved mc beoddy to bend, 
Hir maners might ao maa amend t 
Of long Iho was trew and xataMe, 
And of hir femblant foh and ttabila; 
Ful ^n i wald, if that i tnightt 
Have woned with that Jirete ivight : 
And when we fold go to fofwce, 
Tbtt lady, with a l^flom cbere, 
Led roe down into tke h^, 
Thar war we ferved wele at all. 
It nedes noght to tel the nieta. 
For wonder wele war we at eSx, 
Byfor roe fat the lady biij^it, 
Curtaisly my mete to d^jht ; 
Us wanted nowther bakca ne leAe, 
And, efter foper, fnyd myne o&a, 
That he cowth nt^hl tel the day 
Iliat ani knight are with him lay, 
Or that ani aventuies fqght, 
Tharfor he prayed me, if i moght. 
On al wife when i come ogayne. 
That i fold cum to him fertayoe, 
I fdd, Sir, gladly, yf i may, 
I had bene (harae have bid him iiay> 
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Tbat night had i ful gud« r^l). 
And rai fledc efed of the beft. 
Alfune ab it was dayes lyght, 
Forth to far fone was i dy^t i 
Mi leve of mine oft toke i thare, 
And weut ray way with-owten mftMi 
AvBDtuies for to layt in land. 

A feir forefl fone i bud, 
Me thoght mi hap th^re fel ful ]mi4, 
For thar was piani a wilde lebardt 
lions, beres, bath bul and bai«, ■ 
That rewfully gan rope aqd rw* ; 
Oway i drogh me, and wiA th^t^ 
I faw fone whar a man fatt 
On a lawnd, the fowled wi^t 
'Diat ever yil man f^w in fyght i 
He was a la^Iy.grfatur, 
For fowl he was out of mefuv; 
A wonder mace in hand hehAdc, 
And Tone mi way to him i ntad^ I 
His hevyd, me-thought, wac als giete 
Als of a rowncy or a nete. 
Unto his belt hang his hare, 
And efter tbat byh^d i nwe; 
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To hb forbedo byhdd i than. 
Was bradder tban twa lai^e fpan; 
He bad eres ah ane olyfont, 
And was wele more than geant ; 
His &ce was ful brade and flat; 
His nefe was cutted als a cat ; 
His browes war like iitel bulkes ; 
And his tetbe like bare tuftes ; 
A fut grete bulge opon his bak ; 
Thar was noght made with-owten lac; 
His chin was faft until his brelt; 
On his mace he gan him rest. 
Alfo it was a wonder wede 
That the cherle yn yede; 
Nowther of wol, ne of line, 
Was the wede that be went jn. 
When be me fagbf he fiode np-rigbt, 
I frayned biro if be wotde light. 
For tharto was i io gude will, 
Bot als a belle than fiode he flill ; 
f hopid that be no wittes kowthi 
No refon forto fpeke with mowth. 
To him i fpak ful hardily, 
And Ikid, What ertow, belamy i -^ . 
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He faid ogain, I am a. man. 
I &id, Swilk faw i never nane; 
What ertowf al Tone laid he. 
I faid, Swilk aJs ihou her may fe. 
I faid, What dofe tbou here allanef 
He faid, I kepe thir befles ilkaoe. 
I fiud,That es mervaile think me, 
For i herd never of man bot the, 
. In wiltlemes, ne in foreftea, 
That kepeing had of wilde befte«, 
Bot thai war bunden fad in halde. 
He fayd, Of thir es none fo balde, 
Nowthcr by day ne bi night, 
Anes to pas out of mi fight. 
I fayd, How fo f tel me thi fcill. 
Peifay, he faid, gladly i will. 
He faid. In al this fair forefle 
£g tbar none fo wilde befte, 
That renin dar bot llil fiand, 
When i am to bim cumand; 
And ay, when that i wil him fang, 
With mi fingers, that er ftrang, 
I ger faim cri, on fwilk manere. 
That al the befles when thai him here, 
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Obout me tbui cum thai sH, 
And to mi fete fall tbsi Mi, 
On thair itianer merci to crjr; 
Bot underiUnd noii*, redyU, 
Olyve es thar liAdtd ito tija, 
Bot i, thai durft oMftTig tbaifi ga. 
That he ne Told Tone be al to-rent, 
Bot thai er at my cOioandraeflt ; 
To me thai cum, wheD i tfiam call, 
And i am maiAer of tliam all. 
Than he asked, onoiie right. 
What man i was. I Taid, A knyg^t. 
That foght aventurs in that land. 
My body to afoi and &nde : 
And i the pray of thi kownfayle, 
ITiou teche me to fum mervayle. 
He fayd, I can no wonders tell, 
Bot her-bifyde es a well, 
Wend tbeder, and do als i fay, 
Thou pafses nogbt al quite owa)r, 
Folow fojth this ilk llrete, 
And fane fum mervayles fal tfaou niete. 
The well es under the ^reft tre, 
That ever wa» in this c^ntrfe ; 



D,o,i..d by Google 



YWAWE ASD GAWm. 

By that well hinges a bacyne. 
That es of gold gude and fyne, 
With a cheyne, trewly (o tell, 
That wit reche ifrto the well. 
Thare es a chapel nei- th«-by, 
That nobil es, and (ul lufcly, 
By the well ftandes a Aane,. 
Tak the bacyn fone onane. 
And calt on water with Hi hand'^ 
And fone thou fal k new jijhftnd. 
A fiorme fal rife, and a tt^mpfeft^ 
Al obout by eft and weft; 
Thou fal here mani thonar blaft, 
Al obout the blawand'fkfi; 
And theie fal cum ffild ilele tcadrayMf 
That unnefe fal thon-fllaild ogayiW} 
Of lightneE fal thou fe A towc, 
Unnethes thou fal tU-^lvcK Hnt>vi« ; 
And if thou pas with^WtengfeVance, 
"Fbon has thou the faireft dhUUtce 
That ever yW had aiiy iihiifghl. 
That theder coMe to k^A his mygU. 

Than toke i leve, ami went nv^ way. 
And rade unto the midday; ' 
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By than i come whare i fold be, 

I faw ^e cbapel and the tre ; 

Thare i &ad the fayrell thorne, 

That ever groued fea god was bom ; 

So Ihik it was with teves grene. 

Might no rayn cum thar-bytwene, 

And that grenea lalles ay, 

For DO winter dere yt may. 

I fand the bacyn, ak he talde, 

And the wel with water kalde, 

An amerawd was the Kane, 

Kicher faw i never naae, 

On fowr rubyes on he^t fiandand, 

Thair tight lafted over al the land i 

And when i law that femely fyght. 

It made me bath joyful and lyght ; 

I toke the bacyn fone ouane. 

And belt water opoa the ftane : 

The weder wex than wonder blah, 

And the thoner &fl gan ciak. 

lliar come dike ftormes of hayl and layo, 

Unnethes t might Hand thare-ogayn ; 

The ftore winde* blew fill lowd, 

So ken^ come never are of dowd ; 
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I was drevyn with fnaw and flete, 

Unnethes i mighl Hand on my fete; 

In my face the levening fmate, 

I wend have brent, fo was it hate. 

That weder made me fo will of rede, 

I bopid fone to have my dede ; 

And, fertes, if it lang had laA, 

I hope i had never thethin paA ; 

Bot, thorgh his might that tholed vownd. 

The llorme fefed within & flownde ; 

Than wex the weder fayr c^yne, 

And tharof was i wonder fayne; 

For bell comfoith of al thing 

Es folace efter mysUkeing. 

Than faw i fone a mery fyght. 
Of al the fowles that er in Ay^t 
lighted fo tbik opon that tre. 
That bogh ne lefe none might i fe ; 
So merily than gon thai Gng. 
That al the wode began to ring ; 
Ful mery was the melody, 
Of thaire fang and of thure cry ; 
Thar herd never man none fwilk, 
Bot if ani had herd that ilk i 
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And wheu that raery dyn was d6ne 
Another noyfe than herd i tone, 
Als it war of horsmen, 
Mo than owther nyen ot ten. 

Sope than faw i cum a knygllt, 
In riche armurs was he dight, 
And tone when i gan on bim loke, 
Mi toelde and fper to me i toke; 
That knight to me hied ful fail, 
And kene wordes oUt gan he «aft ; 
He bad that i told tel him tite 
Whi i did him fwilk de(>ite, 
With weders wakend him of reft, 
And done him wrang in hia toreft; 
Tharfore, he faid, thou fill aby. 
And with that come he egeriy, 
And faid, i had, c^yne refowne, 
Done him grete deftnicciowne. 
And might it nevermore amend, 
Tharfor he bad i toid me fend ; 
And fone i fmate him on the (helde, 
Mi fchaft brae out in the felde. 
And then he bar me fone hi ftrwikilh 
Out of my fodel my fperes lenkith. 
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I wate tliat he was largely 
By the ftiuldres mare than i, 
And, bi the ded that i fal thole. 
Mi flede by bis was but a fole ; 
For mate i lay down on the grownde, 
So was i ftonayd in that ftownde, 
A worde to me wald he noght fay, 
Bot toke ray ftede, and went his way. 
Ful farily than thare i lat 
For wa i will noght what was what. 
With my ftede he went in hy, 
The fame way that he come by, 
And i durft folow him no ferr, 
For dout me folde bile werr, 
And alfo yit, by goddes dorae» 
I ne win whar he by come. 

Than i thoght how i had higbt 
Unto myne ofle, the hende knyght> 
And ^ro til his lady brygbt. 
To com ogayn, if that imyght ; 
Mine armurs left i thare ilkane, 
For els myght i noght have gane ; 
Unto myne in i come by day j 
Hie hende Icnight, and the &yre may. 
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Of my come war thai ful glade, 
And nobil femblant thai me made, 
In al tbinges thai have tbam bom, 
AU thai did the night bifom. 
SoDe thai will wbare i bad bene. 
And faid, that thai bad never (eue 
Knyght, that ever theder come, 
Take the way ogayn home. 
On thb wife that lyme i wroght, 
I fand the foties that i foght. 

Now, frfterly, faid ftr Ywayne, 
Thou ert my cofynjermayne, 
Trew luf fuld be us bytwene, 
AIs fold bytwyx brether belie, 
Thou ert a fole, at thou ne had are 
Tald me of this ferly fere, 
For, fertes, i fold onone ryght 
Have venged the of that ilk knyght ; 
So fal i yit, if that i may. 
And than als fmertly fayd fyr Kay: 
He karpct to tbam wordea grete : 
It es fene now es efter mete, 
(- Mare bofte es in a pot of wyne, 
^ Than in a karcas of faynt Marlyne; 
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Anne the fmertly, fyrYwayne, 
And fone that thou war cumea o^yae, 
Luke thou HI wele thi panele, 
And in thi Tadel fet the w^le ; 
And when thou wendes, i the pray, 
Thi baner nele that thou defplay ; 
And rede i, or thou wende, 
Thou lak thi leve at illift frende ; 
And if it fo bytide this uyght, 
That the in flepe dreche ani wight, 
Or any dremis mak the rad. 
Turn ogayn, and fay i bad. 

The queue anfwerd, with milde mode, 
And faid, Sir Kay, ertow wode i 
What the devyl es the withy n, 
At thi tong may never blyn 
Thi lelows fo fowly to Ihende i 
Sertes, fir Kay, thou ert unhende. 
By him that for ua fufferd pine, 
Syr, and thi tong war myne, 
I fold bical it tyte of trefon, 
And fo might theu do by gude refon ; 
Thi tong dofe the giete dishonowre, 
And tharefore is it thi tiaytowie. 
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And than alfoDe fyr Ywayne 
I'lil hendly aiifirerd ogayoe; 
Al if men fayd tym velany, 
He karped ay ful curtaysty : 
Madame, he faid unto the quene, 
Thare fold na lliyf be us bytwene, 
Uokowth men wete may he (hendcr 
Tbat to liis felows es fo unbende; 
And als, madame, men foys fertayne, 
Thai wofo flices, or tunwB o^yne. 
He bygins al the nielli, 
So wil i noght it far by me; 
Lates him fay tialely his tho^t, 
His wordes greves me right uoght. 

Als thai war in this fpekeing, 
Out of the chamber come the kytig. 
The barons that war thare fertayn, 
Smartly rafe thai him ogayn^. 
He bad iham fit down olbydene, 
And down he fet him by the quene; 
The quene talde him, foyr and wele, 
Als Iho knwtb, everilka dele, 
Ful apertly, al the chance, 
AU it byfel fyr Colgrevance. 
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When fho had talde him hew it fent, 
And the king hyr tale had herd, 
He fwar by his awyn erowne. 
And hia &derfowl, Uter-P«ndragowne, 
That he fold fe that ilk fyght. 
By that day thgUiina fovrretsDight, 
On faint Johiu ovyn the baplift, 
That beft bam was under Crift i 
Swith, he fayd, wende* mttt me, 
Whofo wil that wonder fe. 
The kyngea word might noght be hid, 
Over al the cowrt fane was it kyd* 
And thai was none fo litel pag« 
That he ne was fayn of that vayage, 
And knyghtes and fwieis war ful bync^ 
Myshked none bot fyr Ywayne; 
To hirofelfhe made grete mane, 
For he wald have went allane > 
In hert be had grete iqyslykyi:^ 
For the wending of the kyng, . 
Al for he hopid, withowten fayle, 
That fir Kay fold alk th» btiUyle, 
Or els fir Gawayn, knyght vailant, 
And owther wald the king grant, 
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Whofo it wald firft crave, 
Of tbam two, fonc might it hftve. 
The kynges wil wald he noght bide, 
Worth of bini what may bityde, 
Bi him allane he thoght to wende. 
And tak the grace that god wald send. 
He thoght to be wele on hys way, 
Or it war paf^^d the tbryd day, 
And to afay if he myght mete 
With that itk narow (Irete, 
With thornes and with breres fet. 
That tnens way might lightli let } 
And alfo fnrto fynd the haMe 
That lir Colgrevaoce of talde, 
The knyght and (he mayden meke. 
The foreA faft than wald he feke, 
And als the karl of Kaymes kyn, 
And the wilde belles with him ; 
The tre with briddes tbare-opon; 
The chapel, the bacyn, and the Itoue.' 
His thoght wald he tel to no frendc) 
Until he wyft how it wald ende. 
Than went Ywaine to bis yn. 
His men he land redy thareyn, 



,11 ..(i by Google 



YWAINE AND GAWIN. 

Unto a IWier gao he faye. 
Go fwilh, and fadel my paliray, 
And fo thou do ray ftrang tlede. 
And tak with the my beft wede. 
At yone yale i wi) out-ryde, 
Withowten town i fal the bide, 
And hy the fmertly unto me, 
For i moll make a jorn^. 
Ogtda fal thou bring my p^fra. 
And forbede the ogbt to fay, 
If thou vi\ any more me fe, 
Lat none wit of my prevetfe; 
Aad if aui man the oght frayn, i fi < • 
Luke nour lely that thou layn. _ ' 
Sir, he faid, with fui gude will, 
Alsyebyd, i fal fulfyll; 
At yowr awyn wil may ye ride, 
For me ye fal noght be afcryed. 
Forth than went fir Ywayne, 
He thinkes, or he cum ogayne. 
To wrckc his kofyn at bis myght; 
The fquier has his hemays dyght, 
He did right als his ntayfter red, 
His ftede, his armurs, he him led. 
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Wben Ywayn was withowten town, 
Of his palfray lighted be down, 
And dight him right wele in his wcde. 
And lepe up on his gude flede. 
Furtli he ntde onone right, 
Until it neghed nere the nygbt. 
He pafsed many high mcmatmytm, 
Iq wildenies, and mony a plsyije. 
Til he come to that lethir fiy, 
That him byhoved paTs by; 
Than was he Teker forto Ce 
The wel, and the fayre Ixe ; 
The chapel faw he at the tall, 
And theder hyed he ful faft; 
More curtayfi and mor honowr 
FUid he with tham in that tour. 
And mar conforth, bymouy felde, 
l^au Colgrevance had him of talde : 
That night was he herberd tiiar, 
So wele was he never are. 

At morn he went forlii by the Qiete, 
And with the cher«l Tone gan he mete, 
Hiat fold tel to him the way. 
He {ayned him, the foth to fay, 
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Twenty fith, or ever he Man, 
Swilk mervayle had he of thitt man ; 
For he had wonder that nature 
Myght mak To fowl a creature. 
Than to the well be rade gude pfcfe, 
And doun he lighted in that [dace, 
And fone the bacyD has he tsne, 
And kell water upon the ftanej 
And fone thar wex, witbowten fayle, 
Wind, and thonor, and rayn, and haile. 
When it was fefed, than law be 
The fowles light opon the tre. 
Thai fang ful fayre opon that thoroj 
Right als thai had dune hyfbrn; 
And fone he faw cumand a linight, 
Als M fo the fowl in Ayght, 
With rude fembland, and fterne cfaer. 
And haflily he neghed nere ; 
To fpeke of lufe na time was th&r, 
I'or aither hated uther ful far ; 
Togeder fmenly gan thai drive, 
Thair Aieldes fone In^n to ryve, 
Thair fliafies cheverd to thair hand, 
fiot thai war bath ful wele fyttand. 



Dpi .?d by Google 



S8 YWAINE AND GAWIN. 

Out thai drogh thair Twerdes kene, 
And dett llrakes tham bytwene ; 
Al to peces thai hewed thair Oieldes, 
The cuipons tiegh out in the feldes; 
On helmes flrake thay fo vtith yre 
At ilka tlrake out-braft the fyr ; 
Aither of tham gude buffeltcs bede ; 
And nowther wald ftyr of die ftede ; 
Ful kenely thai byd thair myghtf 
And feyned tham noght ibfto light ; 
Tliair hauberkes, that men myght ken, 
The blode out of thair bodyes ren. 
Aither on other laid lb faft. 
The batayl might noght lang lall ; 
Hauberkeser broken, and helmes reven, 
Stif firakes war thar gylen ; 
Tliai faght on hors ftifly always. 
The batel was wele mor to prays : 
Bot, at the laft, fyr Ywayne 
On his felow kyd his mayne, 
So ^rly he fmate him than. 
He clefe the helme and the hern-pan. 
The knyght will he was oere ded, 
To fle than was his bell rede, 
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And fall he fled, with al bU mayae, 

And tail folow fyr Ywayne, 

Bot he ne might him overtake, 

Tharfore grcte muming gas he molce; 

He folowd him ful ftowtlyk, 

And wald have tane him ded or quik ; 

He folowd him to the cet£, 

Na mao lybnd met fae. 

When thai come to the kaftcl-yate, 

In he folowd faA tharate, 

At Hither entrfe was, i wys, 

Straytly wroght, a port-culis, 

Shod wele with yren and flele, 

And alfo grunden wonder wele. 

Under that than was a fwyke, 

Tliat made fyr Ywain to mysUke ; 

Hb hora fote toched thareon, 

Than fel the port-cnlis onone, 

Bytwyx him and his hinder arfown, 

Thoi;gh fadel and Aede, it fmate al down; 

His fpores of his hetes it fchare, 

Than had Ywaine mumyng mare, 

Bot fo he wend have pafaed quite. 

That fel the tother hifor als tyte. 



by Google 



30 YWAINE AND GAWIN. 

A faire grace yit fel him fwa, 
Al if it (inate his hors in twa. 
And his fpors of aitber helc, 
That himfelf pafseii fo wele. 
Bytwene tha yatcs now ea he tane* 
Tharfor he mafe ful mykel mane, 
And mikel murnyiig gan be ma, 
For the knyght was went him fra« 
Als he was ftoken in that ftall, 
He herd byhind him, in a wall, 
A dor opend fair and wele. 
And tharout come a damyfel, 
Efter hir the dore (ho flak, 
Ful hiudewordes to him Jho fpak. 
Syr, Iho faid, by faint Myghell, 
Her thou has a febil t^ell ; 
Thou mon be ded, es tw^ht at laiue, 
For my lord that thou has flayne ; 
Seker it es that thou him flogh, 
My lady makes forow ynogh, 
And al his menye everilkane 
Her has thou femen manyane, 
To be tbi bane er thai ful balde. 
Thou brekes noght out of this holde. 
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And, for thai wate tlud may ao0tt tayl, 

Thai wil the fla in playn batayl. 

He fayd, Thai ne fal, fo god me rede, 

For al thair might, do me to dede, 

Ke no handes opon me lay. 

1^0 raid, Na, Tertes, if that i may, 

Al if thou be here flraytly ftad, 

Methink thou ert noght fill adrad.: 

And fn, Iho faid, on al wife, 

1 aw the honor and leivyfe ; 

I was in mesfage st the Mng, 

Bifor this time, wbib i was yiog, 

I was noght than fo av«f6, 

Als a damyfel aght to be, 

Fro the tyrae that i was Ij^ht 

In cowrt was none fo hend kni^t 

That unto me than waUe take hede 

Bot thou ailane, god do the mede I 

Crete honor thou did to me, 

And that fal i now qaJIC' the. 

I wate, if thou be feUom fme, 

Thou art the kyng fon Urieae, 

And thi name es fir Ywayne, 

Of me may thou be fertayse, 
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If thou nil my kownfa.il teve, 
Tliou fal find naman the to greve ; 
I fal lene the her ini ring, 
Bot yelde it roe at myne afltyng. 
When thou ert broght of b1 thi payii, 
Yelde it than to me ogayne ; 
Als the bark hillea the tre. 
Right fo fal my ring do the ; 
When thou in hand haa the ftane, 

ir i&\ thai do the none, 
For the ftane es- of fwilk myght, 
Of the lal men have na fy^t. 

Wit ye w«le that fir Ywayne 
Of thir wordes was fuL fayne. 
In at the dor« flio hiro led, 
And did him fit opon hir bed, 
A quylt fill nobit lay tharon, 
Richer faw he never none. 
Shofaid, if he wald any thing, 
He fold be ferved at his liking. 
He laid, that ete wald he iayn. 
Sho went, and come ful fone ogain ; 
A capon rolled broght Iho fone, 
A clene klafh, and brede tharone, 
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And a pot with riche wine, 
And a pece to fil ityne. 
He ete and drank, vlth ful gade cher. 
For tharof had be grete rayfter. 
When he had eten and dronken wele, 
Grele noyfe he be herd in the kastele. 
Thai fc^t overal him to faav« flaynj 
To vengc tfaair lorde war thu ful bayn, 
Or that the core in erth vaaixyd. 
The damyfel fone to faim (ayi. 
Now feke thai the {b& forto Hft, 
Bot whofo ever com or ga, 
Be thou never the moi adred, 
Ne Ayr thou noghl out of this flsde : 
In this here feke thai vyil, 
Bot OQ this bed luke tltou be fiyll ; 
Of tham al mak ihoa na force, 
Bot when that thai fal ber the con 
Unto the kyrk forto bery, 
Than fal thou here a &iy cry;. 
So fal thai mak a doleful dyn, 
Than wil thay feke the e(l heria i 
Bot loke.tbou be of hert lyght, 
For of the &l thai hare no fyght ; 
TOL I. D- 
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Her fal thou be inawgre thur beid, 
And tharfor be thou noght aferd ; 
Thi famen lal be ab the blynd^ 
Both byfgr the and byhind ; 
On ilka fide lal thou be fi^t : 
Now moll i ga, bot drede the noght. 
For i tai do that the es lefe, 
If al it turn me to mischefe. 
When Iho come unto' the yate, 
Ful many men fand Iho thaiale, 
Wele armed, and weld ful iayn 
Have taken and flaoe fir Ywaine, 
Half his Aede thar fand thai, 
That within the yates lay, 
Bot the knight thar fand thai no^t, 
Than was thar mekii forow unfoght, ■ 
Dore ne window wa^ thar naoe 
Whar he myght oway gane. 
Thtu fatd he fold thare be lafit, 
Or els he cowth of wechecraft. 
Or he cowth of nygromancy, 
Or he had wenges for to fly. 
Hafiily than went thai all. 
And foght him in the maydens ball, 
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In chambers high, es noght at hide. 
And in fillers on ilka fide. 
Sir Ywaine faw ful wele al that, 
And tun opon th« bed he fat; 
Hiar was nane that anes tnynt 
Unto the bed at fmyte a dynt, 
Al obout thu Tmate To faft 
lliat tnani of thdr vapins braft. 
MekyI forow thai made ilkane, 
For thai ne myght wreke (hair lord bane. 
Thai went oway, with dreri chere, 
And fone tharefler come the ber, 
A lady folowd, white fo mylk, 
In al that land was none fwilkj 
Sho wrang her fingersi out-braft the blode. 
For mekjl wa Iho was nere wode, 
Hir fayr har fcho alto drt^h, 
And ful oft fel fho down in fwogh ; 
Sho wepe, with a iiil dreri voice. 
The haJi water, and the croyce, 
Was bom bifor the proceifiou, 
Thar folowd mani a moder Ton. 
Kfore the cors rade a knyght, 
On his ftede that was ful wight, 
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In bis annurs wde any d. 
With fper aud target gudply grayd. 
Than fir Ywayn herd (he ci^Ti 
And the dole of that b^i lady. 
For mor forovr tnyght Dane have 
Than flio had when he w«nt to grav^. 
^reflea and monkes, on tltaiie wyfe, 
Fill folempnly did the fervyfe. 
AIs Limet thar fiode in the thiaog, 
Until lir Yv^e tboght bv iv>g' 
Out of the thnuig the wv fho tale, 
Unto fir Vwaine {a& Ibo ga^; 
Sho faid, Sir, how erton; fiad I 
I hope iiil wele thou has bene rad. 
Series, be bii, thou fais. w.ele thar,. 
So abayA was i never are. 
' He faid, Leman, i pray the, 
If il any wife may be, 
Thai i might luke a lilel throw 
Out at fum hole or fum window i 
For wonder fayn, he feyd, w»14 1 
Have a fight of the la4y>. 
The maiden than ful fone uijltiel 
In a place a prev4 weket, 
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Thar of the lady he had a Tyght, 
Lovd {ho cried to god almyghtj 
" Of his fins do him pardAwne, 
For fertonly in no regyowne 
Was never knight of his bewtgj 
Ne efier him fal never ndile be ; 
In al the werld, fro end to ende, 
Es none fo curtad'e, ne fd hende. 
God grant the grace thou tnai won 
In bevyn with his owyn fon I 
For fo la^ Ufes none in lede, 
Me none fo doghty of gade dede." 
When Iho had thns made hir fpelF, 
In fwownyg ful oft-fithes Ao fell. 

Now lat we the lady be, 
And of fir Ywaine fpeke we, 
Luf tliat es fo mekil uf mayne, 
Sar had wownded fir Ywayne, 
That wharefo he fal ride or ^ 
His hert flio has that e^ his fil. 
His hert he has fet Etlbydene 
Whar him felf dar noght oe fene ; 
Bat thus in langing bides he, 
And hopes that it fal better be. 
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Al that nar at the eiiteremeat 
Toke thair leve at the lady gent, 
And hame now er thai halely gane, 
And the lady left allane, 
Dweland with hir chamherer, 
And other mo that war hir der. 
Than bigan hir noyes al new. 
For forow foiled hir bide and hew. 
Unto bis lawl was ftio ful hulde. 
Open a fawler al of guide, ' 
To fay the falmes &ft flio bigan, 
And toke no teat unto no man. 
Than had fir Ywain mekyl drede, 
For he hoped noght to fpede. 
He faid, I am mekil to blame. 
That i luf tbara that wald me Ihune, 
Bot yit i wile bii; al with wogh. 
Sen (hat i hir lord Qogh, 
I can no^t fe, by nakyn gyn, 
How that i hir luf fold wyn. 
That lady es fill gent and fmall, 
Hir yghen cler ab es crifiall ; 
Seites thar es no man oU? e 
That kowth hir bewtefe wde Jefcrive. 
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Thus was Tyr Ywayne (led that fefovne, 
He wroght fu mekyl ogaynn refowne, 

' To fet hia luf in fwilk a ftede, 
Whare thai hated him to the dede: 
He fayd he fold have hir to wive, 
Or els he fold lofe his lyve. 
Thus ab he in ftody bt, 
The mayden come to him with that:' 
Sho fayd, How has to fatn this day, 
Sen that i went fro the oway i 
Sone flio faw him paJe and wan, 
Sho wifl wele what him ayled than ; 
Sho faid, I wote thi hert es fet, 
And fertes i ne &1 noght it let, 
Bot i fal help the fra prefowne, 
And bring the to tlu warifowne. 
He faid, Sertes, damyfele, 
Out of this place wil i no^t flele, 
Bot i wil wende hy dayes lyght, 
That men may of me have light, 
Opinly on ilka fyde. 
Worth of me what fo iHtyde ; 
Manly wil i hethin wende. 
Thaa anfwerd the mayden hende : . 
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Sir, thou fal wend with honowr. 
For thou fal have fal gude focowr; 
Bot, fir, thou fid be her Tertayue, 
A while unto i cum ogayiie: 
Sho [kend] altrewly his enteiit, 
And tharfor es ftio wighlly weOt 
Unto the hidy feire and bright, 
For unto fair right wele Iho myght 
Say what-fom hyr wiUw w, 
For ftio was al hir miyfiTa, 
Her keper, and hir cownia^lN : 
To hjr Iho faid, ab ye fal her, 
Bytwix tham twa in gude cownfeyl : 
Madame, flio fayd, i have mervayl 
That ye forow thus ever onane; 
For goddes luf lat be yowr mane'; 
Ye fold think over alkyn thj-ng. 
Of the kinges Arthurgh curoyng. 
Menes yow noght of the mAfage 
Of the damyfel lavage. 
That in fair leftre to yow fend ; 
Alias, who fal yow now defend, 
Yowr land, and al that es thaiyn } 
Sen ye wil never of wepring blyn. 
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A madame, takes tent to me, 
Ye ne have na knyght in thia cuntre, 
lliat duril right now his body bede, 
Forto da a doghty dede, 
Ne forto bide the raekil bofte 
Of king Arthuirgh and of his ofle, 
And if he Sod none hym ogayn, 
Yowr landes er lorn, this es fertftyn. 

The lady underftode ful wele 
How Jho fayr cownfaild ilka dete, 
Sho bad hyr go Ur way fmertly, 
And that iho war na mor hardy 
Snilk \Tordes to hyr at fpekC) 
For wa hir hert wold alto brekc 
Sho bad go wightly hethin oway. 
llicn the muden thus gan iay : 
Madame, it es oft wemens will 
Tham forto blame that fais thorn fcill. 
Sho went oway als Iho nogfat rc^t, 
And than the lady hyr bythoght 
That the maiden faid no wrang. 
And fo Iho fat in ftody Ung. 

In Andy thus allane fho fat, 
llie mayden come ogayn with that: 
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Madame, flio laid, ;e era bam, 
Thus may ye'ftHie yowr felf fbr&m. 
Sho fayd, diaftife thy hert madame. 
To fwilk a lady it es grete (hame 
Thos to w«pe, and make Hike cry, 
Think upon thi grete gentri. 
Trowes thou the flowr of chevalry 
Sold al with ihi lord dy, 
Ahd with faim be put in molde f-~ 
God forbede that it fo folde 1 
Ab gude als he, and belter bene. 
Thou lyes, flio fayd, by hevyu quene. 
Lat Te if thoue me tel kan, 
WhaT es any fo dc^ty man 
Als be was that wedded me. 
" Yis, and ye kun me na mav^;ii. 
And that ye mak me feketnes, 
That ye fal luf me nevertbeles." 
Sho faid, lliou may be ful fertayn, 
That for na thing that thou mai fayn, 
Wil i me wreCh ou nane maner. 
Madame, fho faid, than fal ye her : 
I fal yow tel a prevet^, 
And na ma fal wit bot we. 
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Yf tna knyghtes be in the feUe, 
On twa ftedes, witli fpere and fhelde, 
And the tane the tother may da. 
Whether es the better of tfaa i 
Sho faid, Hq that has the batail«. 
Ya, faid the mayden, fawn&yle, 
The knyght that lifes es mar of maine, 
TbMa yowr lord th^t was flayne ; 
Yowr lord fled out of the place, 
And the tother gan hym chaca 
Heder into his awyn halde, 
Thar may ye wit he was ful balde. 
The lady ffud, This ea grete fcorne, 
That thou neryns bim me bifome, 
Thou fab nowther foth, ne right, 
Swith out of myne eghen f^ht I 
The mayden faid, So mot i the, 
HuiB ue hight ye D<^t me, 
TTiat ye fold fo me mysfoy. 
With that flio turned hir oway. 
And haftily Iho went ogayn, 
Unto the chameher to fir Ymyoe. 

The lady tbog^t than, al the ny^t, 
How that Iho had na knyght^ 
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Forto feke hir land thoighout. 

To kepe Arthurgli and hys lowt. 

Thvi bigan hir forto Ihanw^ 

And hir felf fafl: forto blanie; 

UQto hir felf &ft gao llio Oyle, 

And faid, With wrang now i hir trito ; 

Now hopes fho i wiD never mar 

Luf hir, als i have done ar } 

I wil hir tuf, with main and mode^ 

Foi that tha faid wai for my gode. 
On the morn the may den raf^ 

And unto chamber fbne Iho gafe i 

Thar flio fyndea the &ire lady 

Hiogand hir Levyd fill drerily. 

In the place whar Ibo hir left. 
And ilka dele fho Ittlde hir eft, 
Als Iho had faid to hir hifor.~ 
Than faid the lady, Me rewea for, 
That i roUfayd the yiflerdc^, 
I nil amend if that i may ; 
Of that knyght now wald i her. 
What he war, and whether he mr ', 
I wate that i hate fs/d omya. 
Now wil i do aLi thou mm mji : 
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Tel me balHely, or thou blin, 
If he be cnmen of gwtil kyn. 
Madame, (ho faid, i dar warand 
A genteler lord es none iifimd. 
He hendell man ye fal bun ffo^ 
That evet come of Adams kynde. 
" How hat he f fiu me for itttayaa." 
Madame, Iho &jd, fir Ywayn^ 
So gentil kni^t have ye Dogkl fene. 
He es the kings fott Uryene. 
Sho held hir paid of tba^ titbyngi 
For that hb &der was & kyi^ 
" Do me have him here in my fight, 
Bitwene this and the thod o^htt 
And ar if that it an my^t be> 
Me langes far him forto fe ; 
Bring him if tbou mu tlw B^t." 
Madame, fho byd, ttet > mt might. 
For his wouyng es hetbin avay^ 
tfotc than the jcsv^ of bl day; 
Bot i have a wele rinaDd pa^e, 
Wil ftirt thider right in a flag^ 
And bring him by to motn at nyg^t 
The lady faide, Loke, yf he my^t 
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To-mom by evyn be here ogayn. 
Sho faid, Madame, With at his mttyti. 
" Bid faira hy, on alkyn wyTe, 
He fal be quit wele his CBTvyfe, 
AvaDcement fill be hys bono, 
If he wit da this erand fone." 
Madame, fho faid, i dar yow hight. 
To have him her or the tbrid nyght ; 
Towliib efter yovir ktnnifayl feod, 
And alk tbam wha fal yow defend, 
Yowr well, yowr land, kastel, and towr, 
Ogayns the nobil king Arthur, 
For thar et nane of tham ilkane 
That dar the batel undertane. 
Than Tal ye (ay, nedes bus me take 
A lorde to do that ye forfake : 
Nedes bus yow have fnm nobil knygkt 
That wil and may defend yowr right ; 
And fais alfo to fufler ded 
Ye wil noght do out of tfaair rede ; 
Of that worde &1 thai be blyth. 
And thank yow ful many fithe. 
The lady faid. By god of m^bt, 
I fal arefon tham this oigbt; 
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Me think thou dwelles ful lang her, 
Send forth fwith thi mesfanger. 

Than was the lady blith and glad, 
Sbo did al aJs hir mayden bad, 
Efter hircownfail (ho fent onaue. 
And, bad thai fold cum fone ilkane. 
The maiden redien hyr ful rath, 
Bilive flio gert fyr Ywaine bath. 
And cled him fethin in gude fcarlet, 
Forord wele and with gold fret, 
A girdel ful riche for the nanes. 
Of perry and of preciows fianes. 
Sho talde him al how he fold do, 
When that he come the lady to ; 
And thus when he was alredy, 
Sho went and talde to hyr lady, 
That cumen was hir mesfager. 
Sho bid fmertly, Do lot me her, v 

Cumes he fone, als have Ihou wyn I 
Medame, (ho faid, i fal noght blin, 
Or that he be byfor yow here. 
Than faid the lady, with light cber, 
Go bring him beder prevely, 
That none wit hot thou and i : 
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ThAn (he mai'dea went ogayti, 
Hallily to fir Ywayn : 
Sir, Iho fayd, ab have i wja. 
My lady wate thou ert bereyn ; 
To cum bifor hir lake thoa be balde. 
And tak gode tent what i have talde. 
By the hand (ho toke the kny^t, 
And led him unto chamber right, 
Byfur hir lady, es nog^t at layne, 
Aod of that come waa fho ful Eayne ; 
Bot yit Iir Ywayne had grete drede. 
When he unto chamber yede. 
The chamber flore, and ala the bed, 
With klothes of gold was al over fpnd, 
Hir thoght he was witbowten lac, 
Bot no word to him Aio fyak. 
And he for dred oway he dn^h. 
Than the mayden fiode and Lo^ : 
Sho fayd, Mawgre have that knj^t, 
That haves of fwilk a lady fyght, 
And can noght {hew to hir his node ; 
Cum furth fir) the thar noght drede:, 
That mi lady wil the fmyte, 
Sho loves the welc nithowCen lite. 
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Pray to hir of hir mercy, 
And for tbi fake right fo M t. 
That Iho forgif the, in this ftede. 
Of Salados the roufe ded, 
That was hir lord that thou has flayne. 
On knefe him fet than fyr Ywaine : 
" Madame, i yelde me yow until!, 
Ever to be at yowre wyll, 
Yf that i might i ne wald ni^ht fle. 
Sho fajd, Nay, whi fold fo be t 
To ded yf i gert do the now, 
. To me it war ful litel prow, 
Bot for i find the fo bowrfum, 
That thou wald thus to me cum, 
And for thou dofe the in my grace, 
I forgif the thi trifpafe. 
Syt down, (ho faid, and lat me her. 
Why thou ert thus deboner, 
Madame, he faid, anis, with a luke, 
Al my hert with the thou toke, 
Sen i firft of the had fyght. 
Have i the lufed with al my might. 
To mo than ihe, mi lady hende, 
Sal never mor my luf wende. 
TOl. I, £ 
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For thi luf ever i am redy 

Lely forlo lif or dy. 

Sho fsid, Dar thou wcle undertake 

In my land pefe forto make, 

And forto raaiuteoe at nii lightes, 

C^yos king Arthur and his kn)^tcs t 

He faid, That dar i uudertane, 

Ogaynes ilka lyfand man. 

Swilk kownfflil byfor had Iho tane, 

Sho faid, Sir, than er we at ane. 

Plir barons hir ful rathJy red 
To tak a lord hir forto wed. 
Than baflily the went to hall, 
Thar abade hir barons all, 
Forto hald thair parlement, 
And mari hir by thair afent. 
Sho fayd, Sirs, with an acorde, 
Sen me bus nedely have a lord,. 
My landes forto Icde and yeme, 
Sail me fone howe ye wi) deme, 
Madame, thai faid, how fo ye wtll^ 
Al we fal asfent tbariyll. 

Than the lady went ogayne, 
Unto chameber to fir Ywaiue : 
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Sir, (ho faid, fo god me Tavc, 
Other lorde nil i nane have. 
If i the left i did noght right, 
A kingTon and a noble knyght. 

Now has the maiden done blr th<^ht, 
SAi Ywayne out of anger broght, 
llie lady led him unto hall, 
(plains him rafe the barons all, 
And al thai faid, Fut fekerly, 
This knight fat we'd the lady; 
And ilkane faid, tham'felf bitwene, 
So bir a man had thai noght fene, 
For his bewt6 in hal and bowr, 
Hira femes to be an emperowr ; 
We wald that thai war trowth-ptight, 
And weded fone thu ilk nygbt. 
The lady fet hir on the defe. 
And cumand al to hald thaire pefe ; 
And bad hir Aeward fumwbat fay, 
Or men went fra cowrt ovray : 
The fteward faid, Sin, imderiUndei, 
Wer es waxen in thir landes. 
The king Arthur es redy dight 
Te he her byn this fowretenyght, 
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He and his menye ba tlit^bt 
To win this land if thai moght ; 
Thai wate ful wele that he es ded 
That vms lord her in this Aede, 
None es fo wight wapins to welde, 
Ne that fo boldly mai us belde, 
And wemen may maintene no Aowr, 
Thai moft nedea bare a goveroowie, 
Tharfor mi lady moll node 
Be weded hallily for drede, 
And lo na lord wU flio tak t«nt 
Bot if it be by yowr atfent. 
Than the lordes, al on raw, 
Held Iham wele payd of this &w, 
Al aafenled byr untill 
To tak a lord at byr owyn wyH. 
Than faid the lady, onone right, 
How bald ye yow paid of this kni^t t 
He profera hym, on al wyfe, 
To myne honor and my fervyfo ; 
And fertes, Grs, the foih tofay, 
I faw him never or this day ; 
Bot talde unto me has it bene 
He es the kyngfon UiieM, 
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He es cumen of hegh pa^afte, 
And wonder doghty of vasicine, 
War and wife and ful curtayfe,^ 
He yemea rae to wife alwayle, . 
And iier the lefe i wale be might 
Have wele better, and fo war right. 
With a voice halcly thai fayd, 
Madame, ful wele we haid us payd ; 
Bot haftes faft, al that ye' may, 
That ye war wedded this ilk day : 
And grete prayer gan thai make, 
On alwife that Iho fuld hym take. 

Sone unto the lcii:k thai went. 
And war wedded in (hair prefent ; 
Thar wedded Ywaine in plevyne 
The riche lady Alundyne^ 
The dukes doghter of Landuit ; 
Els had hyr lande bene deftruyt. 
Thus thai made the maryage, 
Omang al the riche barnage, 
Thai made ful mekyl mirth that day, 
Ful grete fefles on gude aray. 
Crete mirthea made thai in that flede. 
And al foi^etyn e» nov the ded 
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Of him that was thair lord fre. 
Thai fay that this es worth fwilk thre, 
And, that thai lufed him mekil mor. 
Than Mm that lord was thare byfor. 

The bridal fat, for Toth to telt. 
Til kyng Arthur come to the well, 
With al his knygbtes everilkane, 
Byhind teved thar noght ana. 
Than fayd fir Kay, Now whar es he 
That made flike boA her forto be, 
Forto venge his cofyn-gennayDe ( 
I will his wordes war al in vayae } 
He made grete bolle bifor the quene. 
And her now dar he noght be fene ; 
His prowd nordes er now al purft. 
For, in &yth, M ill he durft 
Anes luke opon that knyght. 
That he made boll mtb to fy^ht 
Than fayd Gawayn hafiily, 
Syr, for goddes luf, mercy, 
For i dar hete the for fertayne 
That we fal hete of fir Ywayoe, 
This ilk day, that be thou balde, 
Bot he be ded or done in halde ; 
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And never iu no cumpany 
Herd i him fpeke the velany. 
Than fayd fir Kay, Lo, at Uu wilt, 
Fra this time forth i Tal he ftill. 

The king kett water on the llane. 
The ftorme.rare ful fone onane, 
With wikked weders kene and calde, 
Als it was byfore-band talde ; 
The king and his men ilkane 
Wend tharwith to have bene flane ; 
8a blew it ftor with flete and rayn : 
And haAily than fyr Ywayne 
Dight him graythly in his ger, 
With nobil fhelde and ftroog fper. 
When he was digbt in feker wcde^ 
Than he uinArade a nobil flede, 
Him tboght that he waj ab lyght, 
Als a fowl es to the flyght, 
Unto the well foil vendes he. 
And fone when thai myght him fe, 
Syr Kay, for he wald noght iayle, 
Smertly alkes the batayl ; 
And alfone than faid the kyng, 
Sir Kay, 1 grante the thine allcyng. 
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Than lir Ywayn negbed tbun ncr, 

Thair cowntenance to fe aod her ; 

Sir Kay than on bis liede gan Tpring. 

Ber the wele now, fayd the kyng, 

Ful glad and blith was fyr Ywayne, 

When Gr Kay come him ogayn; 

Bot Kay wUl noght wha it was. 

He lindes his fer now or he pas;' 

Syr Ywraine tbinkes now to be nroken. 

On the grete wordes that Kay has fpolten. 

Thai rade t<^eder with fperes kene, 
Thar was no reverence tbam bitwene ; 
Sir Ywayn gan fir Kay bere. 
Out of bis fadel l^nkitb of his fper, 
His hdm unto the erth fmate, 
A fote depe tharia yt bate ; 
He wald do him na mor defpite, 
Bot down he lighted ak ^te, 
Sir Kay ftede be toke in by. 
And prefand the king fill curt»ysly. 
Wonder glad than war thai all. 
That Kay fo fowl a Ihame ^n &U, 
And ilkone fayd til other then, 
Thb es he that fcomes al mm. 
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Of his wa war thai wde paid. 
Syr Yvaiil than to the kyng iaid. 
Sir Icyng, i gir to the this fiede, 
For he may help the in thi Dcle, 
And to me war it.grete trispas 
Forto withhold that yowres was. 
What man ertow ? quod the Icyng, 
Of the have i na knawyng, 
Bot if thou uoarmed were, 
Or eU Ihi name that i might her- 
I*rd, he fayd, i am Ywayoe. 
Than was the king feriy fiiyne. 
A fari man than was fir Kay, 
That faid that he was ftoUen oway, 
Al defcutnfite he lay on grownde, 
To him that was a fary fiownde. 
The king and his men war Ail ^ad, 
That thai fo fyr Ywayne had. 
And ful glad was lir Gawayne, 
Of the welefar of fir Ywayne, 
For nane was to him half fo der 
Of al that in the cotirt were. 

The king fir Ywayn fone bifogbt. 
To tel him al how he had wroght, 
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Aod fone fir Ywalne gut him tell 

Of b1 hb &r how it byfcll, 

With the knight how that he fped, 

And how he had the lady wed» 

And how the maydea hjm heipid wele : 

Thui tald he to him ilka dele. 

Sir kyDg, he foyd, i yow byfeke, 
Aad al yowr menye milde and mekei 
That ye waU grante to me that grace 
At wend with me to my purduce, 
And fc my kaslel and my town. 
Than myght ye do me grete honowr. 
The kyng granted him ful right 
To dwel with him a fbwretenyght. 
Sir Ywayne thanked him oft flth, ' 
The knyghtes war al glad and blyth 
With Gr Ywaine forto wend. 
And fone a fquier has he fend : 
' Unto the kastel the way he nome, 
And warned the lady of thair come, 
And that hU lord come with the kyng ; 
And, when the lady heid this thing, 
It es no U&nd man with mowth 
That half hir cumforth tel kowtfa. 
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Haftily that lady hende 
Cumand al hir men to wende, 
And dight tham in thair bell any, 
To kepe the king that ilk day. 
Thai keped him in riche wede, 
Bydeand on many a nobil Itede, 
Thai hallfed him ful cuitaysly, 
And alio al his cumpany. 
Tliai laid he was worthy to dowt, 
That fo fele folk ted obowt. 
lliar was grete joy, i yow bihete, 
With clothes Tpred in ilka llrete. 
And damyfels daaceand ful wele. 
With trompes, [jipes, and with fiistele; 
The costel and cet^ rang 
With mynftralfi and nobil litng; 
Thai ordand tham ilkane in fer. 
To kepe the king on &ir maner. 
The lady went withowten towne. 
And with hir many bald barowne, 
Cled in purpur and ennyne, 
Wtb girdets al of gold ful fyne. 
The lady made ful rneri chere, 
Bho was al dight with drewries der j 
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Abowt hir was fill mekyl thraiig. 

The puple cried, and layd oaung, 

Welkum ertou, kyng Arthoure, 

Of al this werld diou beres the flowr, 

Lord kyi^ of all kynges. 

And blefged be he that the hrynges. 

When the lady the kyng law, 
Unto him foil gan fho draw. 
To hald his llerap whik he lyght, 
Bot lone when he of hir had fy^t, 
With mekyl myrth iharfaoien met, 
With hende wordes flio him gret. 
A thonfand litbes, Wdkum, Iho &ys, 
And fo es fir Gawajne die cortayfe. 
The king fud. Lady, white fo fiowr, 
God ^f the joy and mefcil honowr. 
For thou ert fayr'with body gent j 
With that he hir in atmes heat. 
And ful fair he ^n hir faide, 
Thar was many b> bihalde. 
It es no man with tong may tell 
The mirth that was than omeU; 
Of maidens was thar to gude wane, 
That ilka knight myght tak aoe. 
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Ful mekit joy fyr Ywsyn made, 
That he the king til his hows hade. 
The lady omang tham al famen 
Made ful mekyi joy and gamen. 
In the kastet thus thai dwell, 
Ful mekyl myrth wafe tham omell. 
The king was thare with his knyg^tet 
Aght dayes and aght nj^tes, 
And Ywayn tham ful mery made, 
With alkyn gamyn tham for to glade; . 
He prayed (he kyng to thank the may 
That hym had helpid in his jomay, 
And ilk day had thai folace fer 
Of huntyng and ah of revere. 
For thar was a ful fayre cilntrJ, 
With wodes and parkes gt«te plenty, 
And castels wroght with lyroe and flane, 
That Ywayne with his wife had tane. 
Now wil the king no lajiger lende, 
Bot til his cuntre wil he wende. 
Ay whiU thai war thar, for ferlayne, 
Syr Gawayn did al his mayne 
To pray lir Ywaine, on al maner, 
For to wende with tham ia fer^ : 
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He laid, Sir, if thou ly at bams, 

Wondeily m«n «il the blame ; 

That knyght es nothing to fet by 

That levesal his chevalry. 

And ligges bekeand in his bed, 

When he haves a lady wed. 

For when that he has grete endofe 

Than war tyme to win liis lofe ; 

For, when a knyght es chevalroufe. 

His lady es the more jelows ; 

Alfo fho lufes him wele the bet : 

l^arfore, fir, thou fal noghl let 

To iiaunt armes in ilk cuntii, 
Than wil men wele mor prayfe the ; 
Thou hafe ino^ to thi defpens. 

Now may thow wele hante tumamenles ; 

Thou and i fal wende in fer, 

And i wil be at thi banere. 

I dar noght fay, fo god me glad. 

If i fo &yr a leman had ; 

That i ne raoH leve al chevalry, 

At hame ydel with hir to )y, 

Bot yit a fole, that litel kan. 

May wele cownfail another man. 
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So lang fir Gavayn prayed fo, 

Sir Ywayne giEiitea him forto go > 

Unto the lady, and tak his leve ; 

Loth him was hir forto greve. 

Til hyr onane the way he nome, 

Bot Iho ne will no^t whi he come ; 

In his arms he gan hir mete, 

And thus he Taid, My leman fwcte, 

My life, my hele, and al my hert. 

My joy, my coroforth, and my quert, 

A thing pru i the unto, 

For thine honor and myne alfo. 

The lady faid, Sir, vecrayment, 

I wil do al yowr cumandmtmt. 

Dame, he faid, i wil the prey, 

That i might the king cumvsy, 

And alfo with my feres founde, ' 

Armes forto haunte a ftownde, 

For in bourding men wald me blame, 

If i fold now dwet at hame. 

The lady was loth him to greve ; 

Sir, ttio faid, i gjf yow leve, 

Until a terme that i fal layn, 

Bot that ye-cum tbau ogayn. 



by Google 



6* YWAINE AND GAWIV. 

A1 tbii yer hole i yow grante 
Dedes of armes for to haote, 
Bot, tyr, als ye luf me dere, 
On a] wife that ye be her 
Thb day twelmoth, bow ioa it be, 
For the luf ye aw to me ; 
And, if ye com noght hy that day, 
My luf fal ye lofe for ay : 
Avife yow wele now or ye gone. 
This day is the evyn ef faint Jod, 
That warn i yow now or ye wende, * 
Luke ye cum by the twelmoth ende. 
Dame, he (ayd, i fal no^t let, 
To hald the day that thou has fet, 
And, if i might be at my wyll, 
Ful oft ar fold i cum ye till ; 
Bot, madome, this underilandes, 
A man that pafses divers landes 
May fumtyme cum in grete deftres, 
In prefoo, or eb in fekenta, 
Tharfore i pray yow or i ga, 
That ye wil out-tak thir twa. 
The lady fayd, This grant i wde, 
Ab ye alk, everilka dele. 



Dpi .?d by Google 



YWAINE AND GAWlN. 

And i fal leoe tg yow my ring, 
That « to me a ful der thing, 
In nane anger fal ye be, 
Whils ye it have and thinkes on me. 
I fal tel to yow ouane 
The vertu that ea in the ftan« : 
It es, na prefon yow Tal halde, 
Al if yowr fafe be many lalde ; 
With fekenes fal ye nt^ht be tane ; 
Ne of yowr blode ye fal lefe nane ; 
In balel tane fol ye nogjtit be, 
Whib ye it have and diinkes on me ; 
And ay, whils ye «r trew of love. 
Over al fal ye be above ; 
I wald never for nakyn wight^ 
Lene it ar unto na knyght, 
For grete iuf i it yow take, 
Yemes it wele now for my lake. 
Sir Ywayne faid. Dame, gramercy. 
Than he gert ordain in hy 
Armurs, and al other gere, 
SUlworth fiedes, both Iheld and fper. 
And alfo fquyer, knave, and fwayne : 
Ful glad and blith was fir Gawayne. 
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No lenger wald fyr Ywayue byde, 
On his ftede fone gan he ftride ; 
And thus he has hU leve tane, 
For him murned many ane. 
The lady toke leve of the kyng, 
And of his menyfe aid and ying ; 
Hir lord fir Ywayne (ho bifekes. 
With tens trikland on bir chekes, 
On ai wife that he noght let 

To halde the day that he had fet. 15^0 

The knightes thus thajr ways er went, 
To jufling and to turnaraent ; 
Ful dughtily did fit Ywayne, 
And alfo did fir Gawayne j 
Thai war ful doghty hoth in fer, 
Thai wan the prife hoOi fer and uer. 
The kyng that time at Cefter lay, 
The knightes went tham for to play, 
Ful really thai rade obout, 

Al that twelmoth out and out, 1*70 

To jufting and to tumament. 
Thai wan grete wirihips als thai went. 
Sir Ywayne ofl had al the lofe, 
Of him the word ful wide gofc ; 
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Of tWr dedes was grete renown 
To and fra in towre and towne. 

On this wife in thb life thai laft 
Unto faint Johns day was pall; 
Than haftily thai hied home, 
And fone unto the kyng thai come ; 
And thar thai held grete mangcri, 
The kyng with al his cumpany. 
Sir Ywaine umbithonght him than 
He had foi^ten his leman; 
Broken i have hir cumandraent 
Series, he faJd, now be i fhent ; 
The terme es pafl that flio me fet. 
How ever fal this bale be bet i 
Unnetbes he might him hald ira wepCf 
And right in this than toke he kepe. 
Into court come a damyfele, 
On a paJfray ambland wele, " 
And egerly down gan (ho lyght, 
Withouten help of knave or kuyght, 
And Tone (ho lete hyr mantel &1I, 

' And halted hir fall into hall ; 
Sir kyi^, flio fayd, god mot the fe, 

/Itly lady gretes the wele by me, 
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And aUb, fir, gude Gaw&yne, 

And si tbi knyghtes, bot fir Yvnyae, 

He 68 ateyned for traytur. 

And fals and lither lofei^oure : 

He iias by tiayed my lady, 

Bot flto es war with bis gjliy ; 

Sho hopid noght, the foth to by. 

That he wald fo have ftollen oway ; 

He made to hir ful nidcyl bolle. 

And raid of al he lufed hii: mofte ; 

Al was trefcm and trecbery, 

And that he fal liil der baby. 

It es ful mekyl ogaios the right 

To cal fo lals a man a knight. 

My lady wend he had hir hert, 

Ay forto kepe and bald in qucrt; 

Bot now with grefe he has hir gret> 

And broken die term vhat fho him fet, 

That was the evyn of faynt John, 

Now es that tyme for ever gone; 

So lang gaf flio him lefpite. 

And thus he haves hir led with lite; 

Sertainly fo fals a fbde^ 

Was never cumen Q.f kynges blodei 



DiQiirja by Google 



rWAINE AND GAWIN. 

That to fone foi^t his wyfy. 
That lofed him better than hyr life. 
Til Ywayn fais llio, Thus thou e% 
IVaytur untrew, and ;trowthl85) 
And alfo an unkind cumlyng ; 
Deliver me my lady ring. 
Sho flirt to him^ with fteme loke» 
Tlie ring fro his Soger Iho tokc, 
And, alfone als fho had the ring, 
Hir leve toke Iho of the king, 
And flirted up on liir palfray, 
Witb-owten more fho went hir way ; 
With hir was nowther knave ne grome, 
Ne no man wiil wKer fho bycome. 

Sir Ywayn, when he this gan her, 
Mumed, and made iimpti cher, 
In forow than fo was he ftad. 
That nere for murnyng v/ex he mad, 
It was DO mirth that him myght mend, 
At worth to noght fill wele he wend, 
For wa he es ful wil of wane : 
" Alias ! i am myne owin bane." 
AUas, he'fayd, that i was bom ! 
Have i my leman thus forlorn J 
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And al ea for myne owen foly, 
Alias ! this dole wil mak me dy. 
■ An evyl toke bim als he Aode, 
For wa he wex al wilde and wode ; l650 

Unto the wod the way he nome. 
No man will whor he bycome. 
Obout he welk in the foreft, 
Als it wore a wilde belte, 
His men on ilka fyde has foght, 
Fer and ner, and Andes him no^t. 

On a day, als Ywayne ran 
In the wod, he met a man, 
Arowes brade and bow had he. 
And when fir Ywdne gan him fe, lG€0 

To bim he flirt, with birful grim, 
..His bow and arwes refl he him, 
Ilka day than at the lefte. 
Shot he him a wilde befte ; 
Fiefs he wan him, ful gude wane, 
And of his arows loll he nane. 
Thare he lifed a grete fefowne, 
With rotes, and raw venyfowne. 
He drank of the warm blode, 
And that did hiro mekil gode. 1670 
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. Ala he went ia that boskage, 
He fand a letil ermytage; 
The ermyle faw, aiid Tone was war 
A naked man a bow bar, 
He hoped he was wode that tide, 
Tharfor no lenger durft he bide ; 
He fperd hb yate, and io he ran. 
For fered of that wode man ; 
And, for bim thoght it chariCc, 
Out at his mndow fet he 
Brede and water for the wode roan, 
And tharto ful fone he ran. 
Swilk els he had fwilk he him gaf, 
Barly brede with al the chaf ; 
Tharof ete he fill gude wane. 
And are fwilk ete he never nane. 
Of the water he drank thar-with, 
Than ran he forth into the frith. 
For, if a man be never fo wode. 
He wil kiim whare man dofe him gode; 
And fertanly fo did Ywayne, 
Everilka day he come c^yue. 
And with him broght he redy bomi 
Ilka day new venifowne^ 
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He laid it at the ermite yate. 

And ete, and drank, and went his gate» ' 

Ever, alfone als he was gane. 

The ermyt toke the fleOi onane, 

He flogh it, and feth it fayr and wale. 

Than bad Ywayne, at ilka mele, 

Brede and fothen venyfowne. 

Than went ibc ermyte to the towne. 

And falde the Ikinnes that he brogbt, 

And better brede tharwith he boght. 

Than fand fir Ywayne in that fted« 

Venyfon and belter brede. 

Thb life led he ful felo yer. 

And fethen he wroght als ye fal her, 

Als Vwaine lleped under a Ire 
By him come thar rideand thre, 
A lady, twa bour-wemen alfwa. 
Than fpak ane of ihe maidens twa, 
A liaked [man] me think i fe. 
Wit i wil what it may be. 
Sho lighted doun, and to him yede^ 
And unto him (ho toke gude hede ; 
Hir thogbt wele flio bad him fene 
In many Aedes whar fho had bene ; 
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Sho was aflonayd in tlutt ftowndft, 
For in hys face l^o fiiw a: wonde, 
Bot it was heled aod hale of hcw> 
Tharby hJr thoght Ihat iho him Icnew. 
Sho fayd, By god, that me lias nuUfe;. 
Swilk a wound fir Ywayne hade, 
Sertaynly this ilk ef he : 
Alias, flio fayd, how may this be I 
Alias, that him es thus bilyd ! 
So nobil a knyght ai» he wa* kyd 1 
It es grete forow that )m fold be 
So ugly now opon to fe> 
So tenderly for him fho gret, 
That hir teres al hir chekes wet. 
Madame, iho Said, for fertayn, 
Her have we funden fir Ywayne, 
The beft knyght that on grund mai ga, 
Allaa, him es byUd fo wa ! 
In fum forow was be Aad, 

. And tharfore es he waxen mad ; 
Sorow wil meng a mans blode, 

- And make him forto wax wode. 
Madame, and he war now in quart, , 
And al hale of will And hert, 
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Ogayns yovr & he wald yow wer. 
That has yow done to mekyl der ; 
And he war hate, fo god me mendf 
Yowr forow war fone broght to end. 
The lady Taid, And this ilk be he, 
And than he wit noght hethin fle, 
Thoigb goddes help, ihui hope i yit 
We lal him win j-uto his wyt ; 
Swith at hanie i wald we wer. 
For that i have an unemeat der, 
Mor^n the wife gaf tt to me, 
And Cfad, ak i Tal tel to the ; 
He Tayd, This unement es fo gode, 
That, if a man be brayn-wode. 
And he war anes anoynt with yt, 
Smertly fold he have his wit. 
Fro hame thai wer bot half a myle, 
Theder come thai in a whyle ; 
The lady fooe the boyll has foght, 
And the unement has flio broght. 
Have, flio faJd, this unement her, 
Unto me it es ful dere ; 
And fmertly that thou wend <^yne, 
Bot luke thou fpend it noght invaine; 
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And, frti the knight anoynted be, 
, That thou leves bring it to me. 

Haftily that maiden meke 

Tok hofe, and fhofe, and ferk, and breke ; 
' A riche robe als gan (ho ta. 

And a faint of filk alfwa. 

And alfo a gu<le palfray, 

And fmertly come flio vhar he lay. 

On flepe faft yit Iho him &nde, 

Hir hors until a tre (ho baud, 

And haflily to him fho yede. 

And that was a fill hardy dede; 

Sho enoynt his heved wele, 

And his body ilka dele. 

Sho defpended al ye unement, 

Over hir ladies cumandment ; 

For hir lady wald Ibo noght let, 

Hir thoght that it was iiil wele fct. 

Al his atyre iho lefl: hym by, 

At his rifing to be redy, 

That he might him cleth and dyght. 

Or he fold of hyr have fy^t. 
Than hewakend of his flepe. 

The maiden to him toke gade kepe, 
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He luked up ful farilyt 
And faid. Lady, faynt Maiy, 
What hard grace to me es imked* 
That i ant her now thus naked i 
Alias, wher any have her bene, 
I trow fum has my forow fene. 
Lang he fat fo in a thoght 
How that ger was thedei broght. 
l^an had he noght fa mekyl m^;ht 
On his fete to fland up-right. 
Him &iled might of fote and hand 
lliat he myght nowther ga ne ftand ; 
Bot yit bis clathes on he wan ; 
lliarfor ful wery was he than ; 
Than had he mifter forto mete 
Sum man that myght his bales bete. 
Than lepca the muden on hir pal&ay. 
And nere byfide him made hir way; 
Sho lete als fho him noght had fene, 
Ne wetyn that he thar had bene. 
Sone, when he gf hir had fyghtj 
He cried unto hyr, on hi^t. 
Than wald Iho no ferrer ride 
Bot M, flio luked on ilka fyde ; 
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And wtuted obout fer and ner, 
He cried, and b^, I am her. 
Than fone fho rade him till, 
And fayd, Sir, what^s thi will. 
" Lady, tbi help war me ful lefe. 
For i am her in grete meschefe ; 
I ne wate never by what chance, 
That i have al this grevance. 
Pur charite, i wald ye pray 
-For to lene me that palfray, 
That in thi hand es redy bowne, 
And wis me fone unto fom towne. 
I wate noght how i had this wa, 
Ne how that i fal hethin ga." 
Sho anfwerd him, with vrordes hende, 
Syr, if thou wil widi me wende, 
Ful gladly wil i efe the 
Until that thou ^mended be. 
Sho helped him opon,lfis tton ryg, 
And fone thai comq dbdl it br^g, 
Into the water the boill fto call, 
And fethin hame fho hied fsft. 

When thai come to the castel yate, 
Thai lighted owl wcBit in thaiste. 
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llie maiden (o the chameber went, 
The lady alked the uiiement 
Madarae, (ho fsid, the boy& e> loni, 
And To was i nerehand tharfom. 
How fo, Iho (aid, for goddes tre t 
Madame, Iha fald, t Tal tei the 
Al the foth how that it was : 
Als i orer the brig fold pas, 
Evyn in myddes, the foth to fay, 
Thar fiombjld my palfray ; 
On the brig he fell al flat. 
And the boyfi, right with that, 
Fel frame in the water down, 
And had i noght bene dtter boun 
To tak my palfray hi the mane. 
The water fone bad bene my bane. 
The lady faid. Mow am i thent, 
That i hare lorn my gude unement, 
It was to me, fo god roe glade. 
The belt trefur that ever i hade ; 
To me it es fill mekil fkath, 
Bot better es lofe it thaa yow bath. 
Wend, ftio faid, unto the knight, 
And luke thou efe him at thi myght. 



Dpi .?d by Google 



YWAINE AND GAWIN. 

Lady, Iho ftud, eb war me lathe. 
Than Iho gert bim walhe and bathe, 
And gaf him mete and drink of main, 
Til he had gelen his might ogayn. 
Tbcu ordand armura fill wele dight> 
And To thai did Aedes ful wight. 

So it fell fone on a day, 
Whils he in the castel lay, 
The ryche eryl, fyr Alera, 
With knightes, ferjantes, and fwiera, 
And with fwith grete vetale, 
Come that kastel to a&yte. 
Sir Ywain than his armurs taie. 
With other focure that he hafe. 
The erel he kepes in the fetde, 
And Tone he hit ane on the (helde, 
That the knyght, and ab the flede, 
Stark ded to the erth thai yede, 
Sooe another, the (hrid, the fenh, 
Feld he doun ded on the erth. 
He ftird him fo omang tham than, 
At ilka dint he flogh a man, 
Sum he lofed of hys men, 
Hot the eiil loft fwilk ten ; 
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Al thai fled faft frathat fyde 
Whar thai faw fir Vwayn ride, 
He heried fo his cumpany, 
The molle coward was ful hardy. 
To fel al that thai tmd in felde. 
The lady lay ever and bihelde : 
Sho fus. Yon es a noble kny^t, 
Ful eger and of fill grete myght ; 
He es wele worthy forto prayfe 
That es fo doghty and curtayfe. 
The mayden faid, with owten let, 
Yowr oyiieraent maj ye think wele fet ; 
Se, fu, tnadame, how he prikes 1 
And fe, fe, alfo, how fele he Urikes ! 
Lo, how he fars omang his fafe ! 
Al that he hittes fotie he tlafe; 
War thar fwilk other twa als he, 
l^an hope i fone tbair fefe fold fie ; 
Sertes, than fold we fe fal tyte, 
The eri) fold be discutnfite. 
Madame, god gif his wil wer 
To wed yow and be loverd here. 
The erils folk went faft to ded, 
To fle than was his beft rede ; 
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The «ril fone bigan to fle, 
An<] than might men bourd fe, 
How fir Ywayneand his feres 
Ftdowd tham on fel maners, 
And feft thai So^ the erils men, 
Otiw thai left noght over ten ; 
The eri) fled ful feft for drode. 
And than fir Ywaine flrttke his (lede, 
And over-toke him in that tide, 
At a kastel thar byfyde ; 
Sir Ywayne fone nith-fet the yate, 
Tliat the eril myght n<^t in thantle. 
The eril faw al might noght gain, 
He yalde him fone to fir Ymtyn, 
And Tone he hu his trowth plyght 
To wend with him that ilk ni^t 
Unto the lady of grete renowne. 
And profer him to hir prefowne, 
And to do him in hir grace. 
And ftlfo to mend his trbpAie. 
The eiil than unarmed his hevid. 
And none armnr on him he levid, 
Helm, Ibelde, and als his brand. 
That he bar naked in his hand, . 
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Al he g^ tu fir Ywayne, 
And banie with him he went ogalne. 
In the kastel made thai joy ilkaae. 
When thai wifl the eril was lane, 
And when thai Taw tham cumaUd oer, 
Og^ns him nent thai al in fere, 
And when the lady gan tham mete, 
Sir Ywaine gudely gan hir grete : 
He taid, Madame, have thi prefoun, 
And hald him her in tbi banndoun, 
Bot he gert hir grante him grace 
To mak amendes yn that Tpace. 
On a buke tb^ eri fwar 
Forto reftor bath let and mar, 
And big ogayn bath tour and tonne, 
That by him war caflen doune. 
And evermar to be hir frende, 
Umage made he to that hende ; 
To this forward he borows &ni], 
The belt lordes of al that land. 

Sir Ywaine wald no lenger lend, 
Bot redies him faft forto wend, 
At the lady his leve he takes, 
Crete mumyng tharfgre dio makes t 
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Sho faid, Sit, if it be yowre nill, 
I pray yow for to dwel her ftill. 
And i wil yelde into yowr handes 
Myne awyn body, and al my laades, 
Herof fait flio hym byfo^t, 
Bot al hir fpeche avayles oo^t. 
He faid, I wil no thing to mede, 
Bot myne annun, and my fiede. 
Sho &id, Bath ftedes and other thing 
£s yowres at yowr owyu likyng ; 
And if ye wald her with us dwelt 
Mekyl mirth war us omell. 
It was na bote to bid him bide, 
He toke his ftede, and on gan ftride, 
The lady and hyr maydens gent 
Wei»d far when that he went. 

Now rides Ywayn, als y« fal her. 
With hevy herte and dreii cher, 
Thurgh a forefl, by a fty. 
And thar he, herd a hydofe cry, 
The gayneft way ful Tone he tafe, 
"ni he come whare the noys was, 
Than was he war of a dragoun, -f - 
Had abyled a wilde lyown, 
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With his tayl he dro^ hio) &ft> 
And fir ever on him he caft, 
The lyoun had over litel my^t 
Ogaynes the dragon (otto fyght ; 
Than fir Ywayn made him bown 
For to fucor the lyown, 
Hb Ihelde bifor his faxx he feft. 
For the fyr that the dragon keft. 
He Arake the dragon in at the chuvyl. 
That it come out at the navyl ; 
Sunder flrake he the throte boll, 
That fra the body went the choH ; 
By the lioim tail the hevid hai^; ytt, 
For tharby had he t«ne his bit ; 
The tul fir Ywayne ftrake in twa. 
The dragoh hevid than fel thar-fhL 
He thoght, if the lyoun me afayle, 
Redy fal he have batayle ; 
Bot the lyoun wald ni^ht fyght, 
Crete fawnyng made he to the kny^t,' 
Down on the grund ht fet htm o&, ' 
Hb fortber fete he held olof), ■ • ■ 
And thapked the kny^ttis he kowtii, . 
Al if he myght nogbt fpekc with mowtb: 
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So wele the lyoo of him lele, 

¥}A law he lay and likked bis fete. 

When fyr Vwayne that fi^t gan ie» 

Of the befte him thoght peti t 

And on his wai forth gan he ride, 

The lyown folowd by hya fyde ; 

In the forefl al that day, 

The iyouh mekely foloud ay. 

And never, for wele ue for wa. 

Wild he part fir Ywayn fra. 

Thus in the foreft ab thai war. 

The lyoun hungerd fwith far. 

Of a befte lavore he bade, 

Until hys lord fembland he made, 

That he wald go to get bis pray. 

His kind it wald, the foth to fay; 

For his lorde fold him nogbt greve. 

He wald nogbt go withowlen leve. 

Fra bis lord the way he laght, 

The mountance of ane arow draght, 

Sone he met a barayn da, 

And ful fone be gan hir Da, 

Hir throte in twa ful fone he bate. 

And dranit the blode whils it was bate. 
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That da he keft than in his nek, 
Ab it war a mele-fek. 
Unto bis lorde than he it bar, 
And fir Ywayu perfay*ed thar 
That it was fo ner the nyght 
That no' ferrer tide he might ; 
A iage of bowes fone he made, 
And flynt and fir-yren bath he hade^ 
And fir fill fone thar he flogh. 
Of dry mos and many a bogh 
The lioun has the da undone ; 
Sir Ywayne made a fpit fill fone^ 
And rolled fum to thaire foper ; 
The iyon lay, als ye fal here ; 
Unto na mete he him drogh. 
Until his majster hod c'^d yn°gh* 
Him biled thare bath fait and brede. 
And fo him did vrhyte wine and tede, 
Bot of fwilk thing als thai had 
He and his Iyon made tham glad. 
The Iyon hungerd for the nanes. 
Fill bit he ete raw llefs and banea. 
Sir Ywayn, in that ilk telde. 
Laid hb hevid opon his fhelde, 
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Alnyg^t the lyon obout yeile, 
To kepe hi» maygUr and his flede : 
Thus the lyon and the kny^t 
Lended thar a fourtenyght. 

On a day, fo it byfell, 
Syr Ywayne come unto the well, 
He Taw the chapel and the thome. 
And faid alias that he wu boni ; 
And when he loked on the llane 
He fel ia fwowing fone onkne, 
AI9 he fel his fwerde out-(hoke, 
The pomel into the erth loke, 
The poynt toke until his throte, 
Wei ner he made a fan note, 
Thorgh his armurs fone it fmate, 
A iitel iolil hys hals it bate : 
And wen the lyon Taw his bludsj 
He brayded ais he had bene wode> 
Than kefl he up fo lathly rerde, 
Ful mani folk rayht he have ferde ; 
He wend wcle, fo god me rede, 
That his mayster had bene ded. 
It was ful grete pet6 to her 
What foiow he made on his maner. 
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He ftirt ful herlly, i yow Ittte, 
And toke the fwerde bytwix Us fete. 
Up he fet it by a flane, 
And thar he vrald hiiAfelf htre lluie, 
And fo he had Tone, for fertaynet 
Bot right in that rafe fyr Ywayne, 
And alfone als he (aw him Aand 
For &yn he liked fote and hand. 
Sir Ywayn faid oft-fithes, AUai 1 
Of alkius men hard es my gnure. 
Mi leraan fet me ferCayn day 
And i it brak, fo wayloway 1 
Alias for dole '. how may i dwell 
To fe (his ch^iel and thii well ! 
Hir &ir thorn, hir lichu ftaoe ! 
My gude-dayes er now al ^ne, 
My joy es done now al bidenei 
I am noght worthi to be fene ; 
I faw this wild befte was ful bayn 
For my luf hirofelfe have HayiM, 
Than fold i fertes, by mor right 
Sla my felf for fwilk a wy^t 
That i have for ray fuly lorn j 
Alias the while thati was bom ! 
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Alt fir YvrsjD made hit mam. 
In the ch^iel ay was ane, 
And herd hU munting haly all 
Thorgh a crevbce of the vtall. 
And Tone it faid, with fiin«pel cber. 
What ertou, that mumes bw i 
A man, he fayd, fum tyuM i wu; 
What ertow } tel toe or i paa. 
I am, it layd, the fariell wight 
That ever lifed hy day or ayght. 
Nay, he faid, by faynt Martyoei 
Thar es na forow mete to mynCi 
Ne no wi^t fo wil of walie, 
I was a man now am i nane. 
Whilom i was a nobil kayght. 
And a man of mekyl myght, 
I had knyghtes of my menyfe, 
And of reches grel« plent^a 
T had a ful fayre fdgnory, 
And al i loft for my foly i 
Mi maAe forow ab fal thou her, 
I loft a lady that was me der. 
The tothcr fayd, Alias I alias 1 
Hyne es a wele faiier cafe i 
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To-morn i mun ber jewyfe, 
Ab my bmen wU devife. 
Alias I he fold, what es the ftjUr 
" Thftt ftl thoa her, flr, if thou will; 
I was a mayden, melul of pridet 
With a lady her oer biGde, 
Mea me bikallet of trefown, 
And has me put her in prefown, 
I have no man to defend me, 
Tharfore to morn brent mun i be." 
He fayd. What if' thou get a kny^t. 
That for the with thi fade wil fight ? 
Syr, Iho fayd, all mot i ga, 
la this land er hot knyghtes twa, 
That me wald help to cover of car. 
The tane es went i wate noght whar, 
The tother es dweknd with the lung, 
And wate nc^ht of my myslykyng^ 
The tane of tham hat fyr Gawayn, 
And the tothei hat fyi Ywayn, 
For hym fal i be done to dede, 
To-mom right in this fame flede, 
He es the kingei ion Uriene. 
Peifiiy, he layd, i have him fene ; 
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I sm he, and for my (pit 
Sal thou never more be fpilt ; 
' Thou ert Lnnet, if i can rede, 
l^at helpy J me yn mekyl drede ; 
I had bene ded had tboQ no^t bene, 
Tharfor tel me ns bytwene 
How bical thai the of treroD) 
Thus fortjj fla, and for what r^n. 
" Sir, thai fay, that my lady 
Lufed me mofle fpecially. 
And WTO^t al efier my rede, 
Tbarfor thai hate me to the ded. 
The fieward fays, that doite have t 
Crete trefone unto my lady. 
His twa bretber Jayd it als, 
And i will that thai faid &lt. 
And fone i anfwerd, als a fot, 
(For fole bolt ea fone Ihot) 
I faid, that i fold find a knyght 
That fold me mayntene in my light, 
And teght with tham al thre. 
Thus the batayl wajed we. 
Than thai granted me als tyte 
Fouity dayes unto lefpite, 
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And at the kynges court i was, 

I &nd na cuinfort, ae na fotafe, 

Nowther of kn^ht, knave, ne fwayB." 

Than, faid he, Whar was fyr Gawayn i 

He has bene ever trew a&d iele, 

He &^ed never no damyCde. 

Scho laid. In court [he] was noght fene, 

For a knyght led o«ay the queue, 

The kyng tharfor es Twith gtym, 

Sir Gawayn folovrd efier hiin i 

He corns noght hame for fertayne . 

Until he bryng the qunw ogayiw. 

Now has thou herd, fo god me lede. 

Why i ral be don& to ded. 

He faid, Als i am a trew kny^t* 

I fal be redy fbrto fy^t 

To-mom with tham al thre, 

Leman, for the luf of the. 

At my might i fal uo^t &yl, 

Bow how fo b^ of th« botayle, 

If ani man my mune the frayne. 

On al maner luke thou 3rt layoe. 

Unto na mou my name thou lay. 

Syr, (ho fayd, for foth a^y. 
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I prai to grele god Blwel(]aiid» 
That thai have no^t the h^her hand, 
Sen that ye wil my murnyng mend, 
I tak the grace that god wil fffitd, 
Syr Ywayn Tayd, I fal the hyght 
To mend thi tnumyr^ at my my{^, 
Thorgfa grace of god in trmyte, 
I bl the wreke of tham al tbn : 
llian ntde be forth into tnA, 
And hys lyoun went hym with. 
Had he redyn hot a ftovmdc 
A fill byr castell he fownde, 
And fyr YiniJne, Uie Toth t» &y» 
Unto the caste) toke th« way ; 
When he came at the caatd-yate, 
Four porters he fand ihantte. 
The draw-bryg foDe lete thai doun, 
bot al thai fled for the lyown : 
Thai laid, Syr, wythowten dowt, 
That belle byhova the leve tharoHtt' 
He layd. Sin, fo have i wya» 
Mi lyoun and i fal n6^t twyn; 
1 luf him als w^, i yom facte, 
Als my £elf at ane mete, 
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Owtber (kl we famyn -lende, 

Or «U -ml we hethin neode. 

Bot right with thmt the lord he met, 

And All gladly he him grot. 

With knyghtea and fwiers grete plenty. 

And fair ladies and maydens fre ; 

Ful mekyljoy of him thai msdet 

Bot forow in thair hertes thai bade ; 

Unto a. chameber was he led, 

And unarmed, and fethin cjed 

In clothes that war gay and der ; 

Bot oft-tymes changed thair cher, 

Sum tyme he law thai w^ed ^1, 

Als thai wald to water bll ; 

Huu made Hike mumyng and flik mane, 

That gretter faw he never nane. 

Thai feynyd tham oft for hys bke 

Fayre fembtant forte make. 

Ful grete wonder fir Ywayn hade. 

For thai fwilk jay and .fotow made. 

Sir, he laid, if yowr wil war, 

I wi^d wyt why ye mak Dike kar. 

This joy, he faid, that we mak how. 

Sir, es al for we have yow, 
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And, fir, alfo we mak tbb forow 
For dedys that fal be done to-morow. 
A geant worn ber ner byfyde. 
That es a devil of mekil pryde,' 
His name hat Harpyiu of raowntun, 
For hitn we lyf ia mekil payn. 
My laodes haves be robbed and k&, 
Noght bot tbis kastel et me left, 
And, by god that iq heryn woos, 
Syr, i bad fex knyghtes to fons, 
I law my felf the twa Qo^ he, 
To-mom the ibur als Dane mun be. 
He has al in hys pierowne, 
And, lir, for none other enchefovne, 
Bot for i warned hyin to wy\e 
My doghter, fayreft fode (dyve, 
Tharfor es he wonder wrath, 
In depely has he fwom hjrs ath, 
With maystry that he fal hir wyn, 
And that the laddes of hii kychyn, 
And alfo that hb werft fote-knave, 
Hb wii of that woman fal have, 
Bot i to-morn might find a knight, 
That durft with hymfelven fy^t. 
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Aud i have none to him at ga. 

What wonder «s if me be wa t 

Syr Ywayn tyfiend him {ul wdei 

And, when he had talde ilka dele, 

Syr, he fayd, methiok mervayl 

That ye foght nerar no kou&fayl, 

At the kynges hoos her byfyde ; 

For, fertes, in al tha werid to wyde 

£s no man of To mekil mygfat 

Geani, champioun, ne knight. 

That he ne Ijbs knyghtes of his meny^. 

That ful glad and biyth wald be 

For to mete with fwilk a man, 

'Thai thai myght kith thair myghtes on. 

He faid, Syr, fo g6d me mend, 

Unto the kynges konrt i fend, 

To feke my mayster fyr Oawa yn^ 

For he wald focor roe fid fejn. 

He wald noght leva for luf ne dnde, 

Had he wift now of my nede, . 

For his lister es my wyfe, 

And he lufes hyr als hia lyfe. 

Bot a knyght this otber day, 

1%ai talde, has led the queue oway^ 
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Forto feke hyr vent fir Gawayn, 
And yit ne come he nogbt ogayn. 
Than Tyr Yw&yne flghed Tar, 
And faid unto the knyght right thari 
Syr, he fuyd, for Gawayn fake, 
This batayl wil i undertake, 
Forto fyght wiih the geant. 
And that open fwilk a covenant, 
Yif he cum at fwilk a time. 
So that we may light by prime; 
No langer may i tent tharto, 
For other thing i have to do, 
I have a dede that moll be done 
To morn ncdes byfor the none. 
The knyght, Tar fighand, fayd bim till, 
Sir, god yelde tlie tbi gode wylh 
And al tbat war thar in the hall. 
On knefe byfor hyra gan thai bll ; 
Forth thar cornea byrd ful brj'ght. 
The faircA man might fe in fight, 
Hir moder come with hir in fer. 
And both thai morned and made yll cher; 
The knigbt faid, Lo, verraimcnt, 
Cod has U9 gude focur fent ; 
VOL. I. H 
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This knight, that of hu grace wil grant 
Forto fyght with the geftnt. 
On knefe thai fel doun to hit fete, 
Aad thanked him with wordes fwete. 
A, god forbede, fwd fir Ywain, 
That the fisCer of fir Gawayn, 
Or any other of his biodo bom, 
Sold on this wife knel nte byforn. 
He toke tham up tyte both in fer, 
And prayd tham to amend ihair chw: 
" And praies faA to god alfwa, 
That i may venge yow on yowr fa, 
And that he cum fwilk tyme of day, 
That i by tyme may wend my way, 
For to do another dede, 
For fertes theder molt i nede; 
Sertes i wald noght tham byfwike, 
Forto win this kinges rike." 
His thoght was on that damyfel 
That he left in the chapel. 
Thai faid, be es of grete renowne. 
For 4ith him dw^ the lyouii j 
Pul wele confort war thai all, 
Bath in hour and aU in liall ; 
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Ful ghd war thai of thalr geft, ' 
And when tyroe was at go to refi, 
The lady broght him to his bed. 
And for the lyoun (ho was adrettt 
Na raan durft neght his cbamberner, 
Fro thai war broght tbar-yn in fer. 
Sone at morn, when it was day. 
The lady and the tayr may 
Til Ywayn chamber went thai fone, 
And the dor thw have undone. 
Sir Ywayn to the kyrk yede, 
Or he did any other dede ; 
He herd the fervife of the day, 
And fethin to the knyght gau fay ; 
Sir, he faid, now moft t wend, 
Lenger her dar i n<^ht lende. 
Til other place byhoves me far. 
Than had the kny^t ful niekel car. 
He fud, Syr, dwells a htd thraw, 
For luf of Gawayn that ye knaw, 
SocoF us now or ye wende, 
I fal yow gif, nitk-owten ende. 
Half my land, with totin and tour, 
And ye nil help us in this Hour. 
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Sir Ywayn faid, Nai, god forbede, 

That i fold tak any mcde. 

Than was grele dole, fo god me glade, 

To fe the forow ihat thai made. 

Of tham fir Ywayn ba^ grele pet2. 

Him thogbt bis heit myght breke in thre; 

For in grete dede ay gan he dwell. 

For the mayden in the chapell, 

For fertes if Iho war done to ded, 

Of him war than none other rede, 

Bot oilber he fold hym-felven da, 

Or wode ogain to ihe wod ga. 

Ryght with that thar <:ome a grome, 

And faid tham that geant come ; 

Yowr fona bringes he him byfom, 

Wei ncr naked ab thai war born. 

With wrccbed ragges war thai kled, 

And fail bunden thus er tbai led. 

The geant was bath taige and lang, 

And bar a levoi of yren ful Aiang, 

Tharwith he bet tham bitterly, 

Grele rewth it was to her tham cry, 

Thai had no thing tham forto hyde. 

A dwergh yode on the tother fyde ; 
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He bar a fcowi^e wiib cordes ten, 
Thar-with be bet tha gentil men, 
Ever onane, als he war wode, 
Efler ilka band brail out tbe blode; 
And, when tbai at the walles were, 
He cried loud that men myght her : 
If thou wil have tbi Tons in hcle, 
Deliver me that damyfele, 
I fal bir gif to warifowne 
Ane of the fouleft qubteroun 
That ever yit ete any brede. 
He fal have hir mayden-hede, 
Thar fal none other lig hir by 
Bot naked hetlotes and lowfy. 
When the lord thir wordes herd, 
Als he war wode for wa be ferd. 
Sir Ywayn than, that was eartays, 
Unto tbe knyght ful fone he fais, 
This geant es ful fers and fell, 
And of his wordes ful kruell, 
I f^ deliver hir of bis aw, 
Or els be ded within a thraw; 
For fertes it war a mifaveatur 
That 1(> gentil a creature 
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Sold ever fo foul hep byfaJl, 

To be defouled with a tltrall. 

Sone was he armed, fir Ywayo, 

Tharfor the ladies war ful &yn ; 

Thai helped to lace him io bis wede, 

And fone he lepe up on his llede ; 

Thai prai to god that grace him grant, 

For to Da that foul geant ; 

The draw-brigges war laten doun, 

And forth he rides with his Uoun. 

Ful tnani fan murnand man 

Left he in the kastel than, 

That, on thwr knefe, to god of might, 

Praied ful bertly for the knygbt. 

Syr Ywayn rade into the playne. 
And the geant come hym ogayne, 
Mis leyore was ful grete and lang, 
And himfelf ful mekyi and ftrsng. 
He faid, What devil mAde the fo balde 
Forto cum heder out of thi halde I 
Who fo ever the heder fend 
Lufed the litel, fo god me mend, 
Of the he wald be wroken fayn. 
Do forth thi beft, faid fir Ywayn. 
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AI the armure he was yn 
Was noght bot of a bnl-fliyn. 
Sir Ywayn was to him fill preA, 
He ftrake to him in middes the breft, 
TTie fper was both ftif and gode, 
Wbar it toke bit out-bntft the blode ; 
So fed fir Ywayn on yt fo^t 
The bul-fcyn availed noght. 
The geant liombild with the dynt, 
And unto fir Ywayn lie mynt, 
And on the Ihelde he bit ful faft. 
It was mervayl that it myght laft; 
The levor- bended thar-with-all, 
With grete force he iete it bll. 
The geanl was fo firong and wight 
That never for no dint of knyght, 
Ne foT batayl that he fold make, 
Wald he none other wapyn take. 
Sir Ywain left his fper of hand, 
And firake obout him with his brand, 
And the geant, mekil of mayn, 
Stroke ful fall to him ogayn> 
Til at the laft wilhin a throw 
He reft him on his fadel-bow, 
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And that peicayved his liouo, 
Hat his bevid To banged douD, 
He hopid that hys lord was hyrt, 
And to the geant fone he llyrt, 
The fcyn and flefs bath mfe be down, 
Fro his hals to hjs cropoun ; 
His ribbes mjght men fe onaDe, 
For al was bar unto bane. 
At the lyown oft he mynt, 
Bot ever he lepis fro his dynt. 
So thut no ftrake on him lygbt. 
By than was Ywain cumcn to myght. 
Than wil he wreke him if he may : 
The geant gaf he ful gudc payi 
He fmate oway al his left cheke, 
His (holder uls of gan be kleke, 
That both bis lever and bis band 
Fel doun law open the land, 
Setbin with a ftoke to him he llert, 
And fmate the geant unto the hert; 
Than was nane other tale to tell. 
Bot taH unto ihe crib he Cell, 
Als it had bene a bevy tre. 
Than mygbl men in the kastel fe 
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Ful mekit mirth on ilka fide, 

Hie yates kcll thai opyn wyde; 

The lord unlo fyr Ywaine ran, 

Him foloud many a joyful mas, 

Alfo the lady ran ful faft, 

And hir doghter was noght the laA. 

I may nogbt tel the joy thai hadi . . 

And the four brether war ful glad. 

For thai war out of bales brojht. 

The lord wiA it helpid noght 

At pray fir Ywayn forto dwell, 

For tales thai he byfor gaa tell, 

Bot hertly, with hiii myght and mayn, 

He praied him forto cum ogayn. 

And dwel wiih him a Utel ftage. 

When he had dona hys vasfage. 

He faid, Sir, that may i noght do, 

Bileves wele, for me bus go. 

Tham was fu| wo he wald nogbt dwell, 

Bot &in thai war that it fo felL 

The neghcll way than gan be wele, 
Until be come lo the cbapele, 
Thar he fand a mekil fir, 
And the mayden with lely lire, 
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In hyr fmok was bunden hfi, 
IdIo the fir fono be kafi. 
Unto himlelf he fayd in hy. 
And preyed to god ^-myghty, 
llist he Told, for his mekil myght, 
Save fro ftiame that fwete wight : 
" Yf thai be many, and mekil of pryfe, 
I fal let for no kouwardife, 
For with me es bath god and right, 
And thai fal help me forto light, 
And my lyon fal help me, 
Hian er we four ogaynB tham thre." 
Sir Ywayn lides, and cries then, 
Habides, i bid yow, fals men ! 
It femes wele'that ye er wode, 
That wil fpill this fakles blode, 
Ye fal ni^t fo yf that i may : 
His lyown made bym redy way. 
Naked he faw the roayden ftand, 
Behind hir bunden aither hand, 
Than fighed Ywain wonder oft, 
Unnethes might he fyt olofit, 
Thar was no fembland tham bitwene. 
That ever owther had other fene. 
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Al obout hyr my^t men ic 
Ful mykel Torow and grete pet^, 
Of other ladies that ihar were, 
Wepeand with ful fory cher. 
Lord, thai fayd, what es our gylt? 
Our joy, our confort, fal be fpilt; 
Who fal now our erandes fay t 
Alias, who fal uow for us pray ? 
Whits th^ thus karped was Lunet ' 
On knefe byfor the prefl fet. 
Of hir fyna hit forto fchrive,- 
And unto hir he went bylive, 
Hir hand he toke and up fho r^e: 
Leman, he fayd, whor er thi &fe > 
" Sir, lo Iham yonder, in yone Aede, 
Bideand until i be ded ; 
Thai have denied me with wrsng, 
Wei ncr had ye dwelt over lang; 
I pray to god he do yow mede. 
That ye wald help me in this nede." 
Thir wordes herd than the Heward 
He hies him unto hir ful bard, 
He faid, Thou Ues, &h womaj 
For thi trefon ertow tane :— 
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Sbo has bitrded hir iaAy, 
And, fir, fo wil Iho the in hy ; 
And, tharfor, fyr, by goddes dome, 
J rede thou wend right ab thou com ; 
Thou takes a ful febil rede 
If thou for hir wil faSer ded. 
Unto the Heward than fiud be, 
Whofo es ferd i rede he fle ; 
And, fertCB, i have bene this day 
Whar i had ful large pay; 
And yit, he fayd, i fal noght fail : 
To tham he waged the batayl. 
Do away thi tioun, faid the (leward. 
For that es nogbl our forward ; 
Allane fal thou fight with us thre. 
And unto him thus anfwerd he : 
Of my lioun no help i crave, ' 
I ne have none other fote-knave. 
If be wil do yow any dere 
I rede wele that ye yow wer. 
The Aeward faid, On alkins wife, 
Thi lyoun, fir, thou moft chastife. 
That he do her no harm this day, 
Or els wend forth on thi way ; 
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For hir warand luai thou noght be, 

Bot Ihou allane flght with ua thre. 

Al thir men wole, and fo wote i, 

That flio bitrayed hir lady, 

Als traytures fiU Iho have hyr^ 

Sho be brent her in this fir. 

Sir Ywayn fd[i]il, Nat, god forbede ! 

(He wift wele how the foth yede) 

I trow to wreke hir with the bell. 

He bad his lyouD go to reft, 

And be laid him fone onane 

Doun byfor tham everilk ane, 

BitweiK his legges he layd his tall, 

And fo biheld to the batayl. 

Al thre thiu ride to fir Ywayn, 

And fmerlly rides he tham ogayn, 

In thai time nothing tint he, 

For his an llrake was worth thaires thre; 

He flrake the fieward on tbe Ihelde, 

That he fet doun flat in the felde, 

Bot op he rare yit at tbe taft, 

And. to fir Ywayn ftrakc ful faftj , 

Tharat the lyoun greved fare, 

No lenger wald he than lig thar. 
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To help hi* maytter be weiU onaoe; 
And the ladies everitk ane, 
That war thar forto fe that li^t, 
Praied ful &ft ay for the knight. 

Hie lyoun hafled him ful hard, 
And font he come to the iieward, 
A ful fel roynt to him he made. 
He bigaa at the Ihulder-blade, 
And with hia pawm al rafe he dowoe, 
Bath hauberk and his actoune, 
And al the flefs doun til hb kue, 
So that men myght his guttes fe ; 
To ground he fell, fo alto rent. 
Was thar noman that him ment. 
Thus the lioua gan hym fla : 
Than war thai hot twa and twa ; 
And, fertanly, thare fir Ywayn 
Ab with wordes did hb maJn 
For to cbastis hys lyowne, 
Bot he ne wald na mor lig doun; 
Ihe liown tht^ht bow To be fayd. 
That with his help he was wele payd. 
Thai fmate the lyown on ilka fyd, 
And gaf him many woundes wide. 
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When that he faw hys lyoun hletk 
He ferd foT wa ab he wald wede, 
And faft he Urake than in that ftour, 
Might thare none his dintes dour; 
So grevosly than he bygao, 
That doun he har bath hon and man ; 
Thai yald tbam foae to fir Ywayn, 
And tharof war the folk fill fayne ; 
And fone quit to tham tbaire bir, 
For both he keft tham in the fir. 
And faid, Wha juges men with wrasg, 
The lame jugement fal thai fang. 
Thus he helpid the maiden ying, ^ 

And fethin he made the faghtelyng 
Bitwene hyr and the riche lady ; 
'HiaD al the folk, ful hafiily, 
Froferd tham to his tervife, 
To wirftiip him ever on al wife : 
Nane of tham al will, bot Lunet, 
That thai with thair loid war met. 
The lady prayed him als the hend. 
That he hame with tham waM wende, . 
Forto fojorn thar a ftownd, 
Til he wer warift of his wound. 
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By hi) far fet he lu^ht a flra, 
Bot for his lioun was him wa. 
Madame, he fud, fertei', nay, 
I mai Dc^ht dwel, the foth to fay. 
Sho faJii, Sir, fen thou wyl wend, 
Su us ihi name, fo god the mead. 
Madame, he f^d, hi faint Syraoun, 
I hat the knight with the lyoun. 
Sho fold. We faw yow never or now, 
Ne never herd we fpeke of yow. 
Tharhy, he fayd, ye uitderlland 
I aro nogbt knawen wide in land. 
Sho faid, I prai the forto dwell, 
If that thou may, her us omell. 
If Iho had wiA wele wha it was, 
Sho wald wele lever have laten him pas; 
And tharfor wald he noght he knawen. 
Both for hir efe and for his awyn. 
He faid. No lengcr dwel i ne may, 
Beleves wele, and haves goday. 
Iprai to crift, hevyn kyng, 
Lady, len yow gude Ufing, 
And len grace that al yowr anoy 
May turn yow unto mykel joy. 
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Sho f&id, God grant that it fo be ! 

Unto bimCelf t]ian thus laid he, 2680 

Thou ert the lok and kay alfo 

Of al my wele, and al my wo. 

Now wendes lie forth, and morning mafe, 
And Dane of tSbm wift what he was, 
Bot Lunet, that he bfid fold layn, 
And To Iho did with al hir mavne. 
Sho cunvayd him forth on his way ; 
itje faid, Gude leman, i ih/e prayi 
That thou tel to no moder fon 
Who has bene thi chanifian ; 269O 

And als j pray the, fwete wi^ht, 
Late and arly thou do thi rai^t, 
- With fpeche unto my htdy fre, 
Forto mak hir frende with me ; 
Sen ye er now tc^eder glade. 
Help you that we war frendes made. 
Series, fir, fiio fayal, ful fayn, 
Thar-obout wil i be bafn ; 
And that ye have done me this day 
God do yow mede, als he wele may. 2f 00 

Of Luilel thus his leve he tdfa, 
Bot in heit grete Ibrow he hafe. 

VOL. I. 1 
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His lioun felcd fo mckill wa 
lliat he ne myght no ferrer ga; 
Sir Ywayii puld gres in the felde. 
And made a kooche opon iiis fhelde, 
TharoD his lyoun laid he thar. 
And furib he rides, and Qghes far : 
On his fhelde fu he him led. 
Than was heful evyl (ted. 
Forth he rides, by frith and fell, 
Tit he come to a fayr ctstell, 
Thar he cald, and Twitli Tone 
The'porter has the yates undone, 
And to him made he till gude cher; 
He faid. Sir, ye er weictim here. 
Syr Ywayn faid, God do the mede. 
For tharof have i mekil nede. 
Yn he rade right at the yate, 
Fair folk kepid hym tharate; 
Thai toke his flielde and his lyoun. 
And ful foftly thai laid it doun ; 
Sum to ftabil led his ftede. 
And fum alfo unlaced his wede. 
Thai talde the lord than of that knyght. 
And fone he and hia lady bryghf, 
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And tbttir Tons and doghters all, 
Come ful Udr him fbrto kail ; 
Thai waT ful fayn he thor was Aed, 
To chaumber fone thai have him led ; 
His hed was ordand richely. 
And his lioun thai laid him by. 
Him was no mister forto crave, 
Rcdy he bad what he wald have. 
Twa maydens with him thai laft, 
Hat wele war lered of leche^raft. 
The lordes doghleis both thai wore, 
That war left to kepe hym Ihore ; 
Thai heled hym everilka wound, 
And hys lyoun fone made thai fownd. 
I can noght tel how lang he lay, 
When he was helyU he went his way. 

Bot, whils be fojonied in that place, 
In that land byfel this cafe : 
A litil thethin in a flede 
A grete lord of the land was ded, 
lifand he had none other ayr 
Bot two doghters that war ful fayr ; 
Als fone als he was laid in molde, 
The elder filter layd flio wolde 
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Wend to court fone ala ftio myght, 

Forto get hir fom doghty kayght 

Forto win hir al the Und, 

And hold it halely in hir hand. 

The yonger fisier faw Iho ne myght 

Have that felt antil hir right, 

Bot if that it war by batail, 

To cMurt (ho wil at alk' cownTayl. 

The elder fisier fone wa« yar, 

Unto the court faft gan (bo &r, 

To fir Gawayn (ho made hir mane, 

And he has granted hyr onane : 

" Bot yt bus be fo prevely 

Hial nane wit hot thou and i ; 

If thou of me makes any yelp, 

Lorn has thou al my help." 

Than efler, on the tother dsy. 

Unto kourt come the tother may, 

And to fir Ganayn fone (bo went, 

And talde utito him bir entent; 

Of his help (ho him byfoght. 

Sertes, he fayd, that laay i noght. 

Than (ho wepe and vrrang liir handes^ 

And right with that come new tltkande«» 
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How a knyght with a lyoun 

Ibd flane a geant ful teloun. 

llie fame knight thar talde this tale 

That fyi Vwayn brogbl fra bale, 

That had wedded Gawayn lister der, 

Sho and hir fons war thar in fer ; 

Thai bioght the dwergh, that.be yc balde, 

And to fir Gawayn have thai talde, 

Hon the knygbt with llie lyowne 

Delivred tharo out of prefonne. 

And how he, foT fyr Gawayn fake, 

Gan that batayl undertake ; 

And als how nobilly that he wro^t. 

Sir Gawayn foid, I knaw him n[oJght. 

The yongeT mayden than aUboe 

Of the king alkes this bone : 

To have refpite.of founi daisf . 

Als it fel to landes lays. 

Sho wift tbar was no man of main 

That wald fyght with fir Gaw&yn, 

Sho th<%ht to feke, by fritb and fell. 

The knyght that Jho herd tham of tell. 

Refpite was granted of this thing. 

The mayden toke levc at [the] king, 
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And felhen at al the baronage, 
And foTib Iho went on hir vayage. 
Day ne nygbt wald iho noghl fpsr, 
Thurgh all the land faft gan fho fiir, 
Thui^ castel, and thurgh ilka toun, 
To Teke the kiughl with tb« lyown ; 
" He helpes al in word and d«te, 
That unto him has any nede." 
Sbo ft^t him thui^h al that land, 
Bot of hyra herd (ho na tythand. 
Na man kouth tel hir whar he was, 
Ful grete forow in hert flio has, 
So mikel rauming ^n Iho make. 
That a grete fekenes gan fiio take ; 
Bot in hir way right wele flio Iped, 
At that kastell was (ho fled 
Whar fir Ywayn ar had bene 
Helid of his fekenes cleoc. 
Thar Iho was fnl wele knawen, 
And als welcum als til hyr awyn; 
With alkyn gamyn thai gan hir glade. 
And mikel joy of hir thai made. 
Unto the lord iho tald hyr ,cafe, 
And helping baftily fho h^e ; 
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Stil in lecheing thar.lho lay, 
A maiden for hir toke the way, 
Forto feke, yftbat (ho myght 
In any land her of.thatknyglit; 
And that fame kastel come flio by, 
Whar Ywayn Wedded the lavedy. 
And fall Iho fpird, in ylk fefown, 
Eftei the knight with the lioun. 
Thai tald hir how he went tham fra. 
And ^fo how tbay faw him Ha. . 
' Thre nobil knyghtes, for the nanes, 
That faght with him al at anes. 
Sho faid, Pur charite, i yow pray, 
If that ye wale, wil ye me fay, 
Wphederward that he es went i 
Thai faid.forfoth thai toke na tentt 
" Ne her es iiane that the can tell, 
Bot if it be a damyfell. 
For whas fake he heder come, 
Aod for hir the batayl he nome : 
We trow wele tliat (ho can the wis, 
Yonder in yone kyrk fho ys ; 
Tharfor we rede to hyr thou ga :" 
And haltily than did ttio fiva. 
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Aitfaer other ful gudeli gret. 

And fone Iho frayned at Lunet, 

If flio kouth ani fertan layna ; 

And hendly anfwerd Iho ogayiM : 

I fal fadel my palfray. 

And wend with the forth on thi way, 

And wb the ala wele ab i can. 

Fut oft-fithes thanked fho hir than, 

lAinet was ful fmertly yar, 

And vrith the mayden forth gaa (ho &r, 

AU thai went al fho byr talde. 

How flio was taken and doac in halde^ 

How wikkedly that (ho was wreghed. 

And how that traytyrs on fair l^hsd* 

And how that Iho fold have bene brcDt, 

Had not god hir &>cor fent 

Of thai knight with the lyonn : 

'* He kfed me out of prefouD." 

Sho br<^t hir fone into a playn. 

What (ho parted fra fir Ywayn ; - 

Sho (aid, Na mare cao i tel the, 

Bot her parted he fra me ; 

How that he went wate i no mar, 

Bot wounded was he wonder far. 
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God, that foniu fufierd wountlc, 
Len us to fe him hale and townde 1 
No lenger with the nay i dwell, 
Bot cuinly Crilt, that btfHed bell, 
Len the grace, tbM thou may %ede 
Of thine erand, als thou has nede. 
Lunet haflily hies hir borne, 
And the mayden Tone to the kastel cDme, 
Whar he was helid byfor-band, 
The lord fone at the yate Iho fend, 
With knyghtes and ladies grete cumpuii, 
Sho haylfed tham al All Hendely, 
And lul &yr praied flu to tham dien, 
If thai couth, thai fold hyr ken, 
Whar Iho myght fynd, ip trntr or toan, 
A kamly knyght with a lyoun. 
Than faid the lord, By fwete Jheliu, 
Right now parted he fro us ^ 
Lo her the ftcppes of his fi«de, 
£vyn unto him thai wil the lede. 
Than toke (ho leve, and w«ni hir way, 
With fporrs Iho fparid ik^^ hir pal&ay; 
Fall (ho hyed with al hyr myght. 
Until (ho oE him had a fyght. 
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And of bis iyoun that by him rftii. 
Wonder joyful was Iho than; 
And with hir force flio hafled fa && 
That (ho overtoke him at the 1^ 
Sho hailfed him with hert Ail byn. 
And he hir bwlfed &yre ogayn. 
Sho laid. Sir, wide have i yow fugbl, 
And for myfelf ne es it noght, 
Bot for a damyfel of piyfe, 
That halden es both war and wife; 
Men dofe to hir fid grete oittrage. 
Thai wald bir rere hyr heritage, 
And in thiB land now lifes none 
That flio trayftea byr opone, 
Bot anly opon god'and the, 
For thou ert of fo grete bounty ; 
Thorgb help of the flio h(^>eB wvie 
To win hyr right everilka dele. 
Scho fais, DO knyght that lite* now 
Mai help hir half fo wele als tfaon : 
Gret word fal gang of thi vatfage. 
If that thou win hir heritage ; 
For thc^ht tho toke Dike fekenei fer, 
So that Iho mig^t travail noniar. 
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I have yow ft^ht oq fyde* fer, 
Tharfor yowr anfweF wald i her, 
Whether ye wil witL me weud, 
Or els whar yow likes to leud. 
He faid. That knyght that idil lies 
Oft-flthes winnes ful litel pries, 
For-thi mi rede fal fone be tane, . 
Gladly with the wil i gane, 
Wbeder to thou wil me lede, 
And hertly help the in thi nede ; 
Sen th»u haves me (a wide foght, 
Sertes &il the iai i nogbt. 

Thus thair wai forth gan diai hidd, 
Until a kastel, that was cald 
The castel of the hevy forow, 
Thar wald he bide until the mo row, 
Thar to habide him thoght it befi, 
For the foD drogh fall to reft ; 
Bot al the men that thai wilh met, 
Grele wonder fone on tham thai fet ; 
And [feyde], Thou wreche unfely man, 
. Whi wil thou her thi berber tane i 
Hiou paises noght without derpite. 
Sir Ywain anfwerd tham alstyte, 
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And fiud, Porroth, yn er unheade, 

An uukoulh man fo forto IbeiuU; 

Te fold Qoght fay hjm vdauy, 

Bot if ye «iA ttochefon why. 

Thai anfwerd than, and bid ful fone, 

Thou fal wit or tomon at none. 

Syr Ywaiiie fud. For al yowr law. 

Unto yon castel wit i diuw. 3950 

He, and his lyoun, and the may, 

Unto the castel toke the way. 

When the porter of tham had fi^t, 

Sone he faid unto the knight, 

Cumes forth, he bid, ye altogeder, 

Ful ille hail er ye cumen heder. 

Thus war thu welhumd at the yate. 

And yit thai went al in tharate, 

Unto the porter no word thai (aid, 

A hal thai fand ful gudeli giaid ; i960 

And, aU fir Ywaine made anti^, 

Faft bifyde him dian faw he 

A proper place, and bir, i wii, 

Enclofed obout with & palis. 

He loked in t»twix the trefe, 

And many maidens thar be fefe, 
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^Virkand filk and gold wiar. 
Bot thai war al in pover stirt 
Thair clothes war rev«it ao evil arai, 
Ful tenderly al weped thai ; 
lliair face war leoe andi ok linckne. 
And bli^ Tmokkes had liiai on bideae i 
• Thai had mischeb ful monifelde, 
Of hunger, of thieft, and of calde ; 
And ever onane thai w^ted all, 
All thai wald to w«ter &1I. 
^Vhell Yvrainc al this undeaiftode, 
Ogayn unto the yates h« yode, 
Bot thai war fperred feili &&, , 
With lokkes that ful wele wald laft; 
The porter kepid tham with hi) main. 
And laid, -Sir^.thou waA wend ogain ; 
I wate thou wald out aJ: the yate, 
Bot tJiDu mai nc^t, by na gale ; 
Thi herber es tane til to-morow. 
And tharfor getes thou nekill torow ; 
Omang thi fafe her fled ertow. 
He faid. So have i bene or now, 
'And paft fut wele, fo fal i bcr ; 
Bot, leve frend, wiltou me ler 
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Of tMfe maidens wbat thai u. 
That wirkea al this ricfae ware f 
He faid, If thou wil nit tiewly, 
FoTthermar thou moft afpy. 
Thaifore, he laid, i fat n[i>]ght lett. 
He f(^t and bnd a dem w^et. 
He Dpind it) and in he yede ; 
Maidens, he faid, god mot yow fpede I 
And, als he fufferd woundes &r, 
He fend yow covering of yowr car. 
So that ye might mak merier chere. 
Sir, thai faid, god gif fo wer t 
YowT forow, he faid, unto me lay, 
And i fal mend it yf i may. 
Ane of tham anfwerd ogayne, 
And fud. The foth we fal noght layne, 
We fiU yow tel or ye ga ferr. 
Why we er here, and what we err/ 
Sir, ye fal undedUnd, 
That we er al of Mayden-laod, 
Our Icyng, opon his joliti, 
Fafsed tbuigh many cuntrfe, 
Aventnies to fpir and fj^, 
Foito alay his owen body. 
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His herber her anea gan he ta, 
l%at was bi^nyng of ourwa, 
For heryn er twa champions, 
' Men fais thai er the denl Tom, 
Geten of a woman with a ram, 
Fill many man have thai done gnm ; 
What knight To herbers her anyght 
With both at ones bihoves him fight, 
So bus the do, by bel and bolie : 
Alias, that thou thine yns her toke I 
Our king vas wi^t himfelf to wdde. 
And of fourtene yeres of dde, 
When he was tase with tham to fyg^t, 
Bot unto iham had he no myght, 
And when he law him bud be ded, 
Than he kouth no better rede, 
Bot did him haly in thair grace, 
And made tham fureti in that place, 
Forto yeld tham ilka yer. 
So that he fold be hole and ter, 
Hiety maidens to trowage, 
And ^ fold be of hegh parage. 
And the &ireft of his land ; 
Herto held he up his hand. 
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This ilk rent byhoves hyta gyf, 
Ab lang als the fendes Ijrf, 
Or til thai be in bat&yl tane, 
Or els unto thai be si llaae. 
Than fal we pas al helhin quite, 
Tlat her CaRen al tfait defpite ; 
Bot herof es noght for fpe£e, 
Es none in werld that iu mai wreke. 
We wirk her filver, lilk and gcdde, 
Es none richer on this mdde. 
And never the better er we kled) 
And in grete hunger er we fied; 
For al that we wirk in this fiede, 
We have noght half our SI of bredd. 
For the heft that fewei her any &yk, 
TUes bot four penys in a wik. 
And that es litcl, wha-fom tafe hede. 
Any of us to kleth and fede. 
Ilkone of ns, withouten lefyng, 
Mi^t win ilk wike fburty ftiilliiigt 
And yit bot if we travail mar, 
Oft thai bete iu wooder far : 
It helpes noght to tel thb tale. 
For thar befe never bote of our bale. 
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Our mafte forow, fen we bigani 
That es, that we fe mani a mtui, 
Doghty dukes, yrela, and baroun^ 
Oft^fithes flane with thir champiowns, 
With tham to-morii bihoves the fight. 
Sir Ywayn faid, God, roafte of myght, 
Sal firenkith me in ilka dede, 
Oguus Iha devils and al tbair drade: 
TTiat lord deliver yow of yowr fafe. 
Thus takes he leve and forth he gafe. 
He pafsed forth into the hall, 
Thar fand he no map him to call. 
No bewtefe wald thai to him bede, 
Bot haftily thai toke his ilede. 
And alfo the maydens polfray. 
War ferved wele with com and hay : 
For wele that hoped that lir Ywayn 
Sold never have had his ftede ogayn. 
Thurgh the hal lir Ywain gafe, 
Intil ane orcherd playn pafe, 
His maiden with him ledes he, 
He fand aknyght under a tre^ 
Opon a clath of gold he lay, 
Bytor him fat a-fiil fiiyr may; 
VOL, I. K 
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A lady fat with tham in feie* 

The mayden red at thai myght her 

A r>^ romance in that place, 

Bot i ne wote of wham it was. 

Sho was bot fiftene yeree aide, 

Hie kny^t was lord of al that h^e. 

And that mayden was his ayre, 

Sho wss both gndoiu, £ode, and &r. 

Sone when thai law &x Ywaine, 

Smertly rafe thai hym egayne, 

And by the band the lord him taA, 

And nnto him grete myrth he maJV. 

He bid, Sir, by fwete Jhefiu, 

Thou ert ful welcum until w. 

The mayden was bowfom and bayna 

Fotto unarme (yt Yw^ne, 

Seric and breke bath flio hym brogh^ 

Hut fiitxraitily war wroght. 

Of riche cloth foft aJs the fylk, 

And tharto white als any mylk. 

Sho broght hym ful riche vedes to wer, 

Hofe aiid Jhofe and ^lluns ge^, 

Sho payned hir with al hir myg^t, 

To ferve him and his mayden bright. 
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Sone thai went unto toper, 

Ful really ferred thai wer, 

With metee and ddokes of the beft. 

And fethin war thai broght to reft. 

In his chaumber by hym lay 

His owin lyoiin and his may ; 

At morn, when it was dayes lyght. 

Up thu rafe, and fone tham dyght; 

Sai Ywayn and hys damyfele 

Went ful fone til a ch^iel^ 

And tbar thu herd a met in hafte. 

That was &yd of the haly gelle ; 

Etter mes ordand he has 

Forth on bis way faft forto pas ; 

At the lord bys leve he tafe, 

And grete thanking to him he mafe. 

The lord faid, Tak it to na greve, 

To gang hethin yit getes thou na leve ; 

Herin es ane unfely law, 

That bus bene ufed of aid daw, 

And bus be done for fiend or fa ; 

I ful do com byfoT tbe twa. 

Crete feijantes of mekil myghl, 

And whether it be wrang or light, 
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Thou mofi tak the (helde and fper, 

Ogaynes tham the forlo were. 

If thou overcum tham in Uiis fiour, 

Than fal thou have al tbi> faonouri 

And my doghler in mitciage, 

And alfo al myne heritage. 

Than faid, fir Ywayn, Al» mot i the, 

Thi dt^hter fal thou have for me. 

For a idng or ane emperour 

May hir wed with grete henoor. 

The lord faid. Her fal ciim na knyght, 

That he ne fal with twa champions fight; 

So fal thou do on al wife, ' 

For it es knawen custam asiife* . 

Sir Ywaine faid. Sen i lal fo. 

Than es the belt that i may do 

To put me imidly in thair heud. 

And tak the grace that god tril f«id. 

The champions fone war fortii broght, 

Sir Ywain fais, By him me boght, 

Ye feme wele the devils fonsj . 

For i Ca.tr never fwilk champiou.' 

Aither broght unto the place 

A mikel ronnd talvace. 



Dpi .?d by Google 



YWAINE AND GAWIN. 

And a klub, ful grete and lang, 

Thik fret witb mani a tbnang ; 

On bodies arroyd w«le thai war, 

Bot thar hedes bath war bar. 

The lioiin bremly on tham blift. 

When he tham faw, fill wele he will i 

That thai fold with his mayster fight, 

He.lhoght to help him at his myght; 

With his tayl the erlh he dang, 

Forto fyght him thoght ful lang; 

Of him aparty had thai drede. 

Thai faid, Syr knight, thou moft nede 

Do thi lioun out of this place. 

For to us makes he grete manace, 

Or yelde the til us als creaat. 

He faid, lliat war noght mine avenajit. ' 

Thai faid. Than do thi belte oway, 

And als fone fai we famyn play. 

He laid. Sirs, if ye be agaA, 

Takes the befle and bindes him fall. 

Thai laid. He fal be bun or flane, 

For help of him fal thou have nane ; 

Thi felf allane fal with us fight. 

For that es custume, and the right. 



D,o,i..(i by Google 



134 yWAINE AND OAWIK. 

Than faid fir Ywiun to tham fone, 
Whar wil ye that the befi be done t 
" In a chamber he fitl be token. 
With gude lokkea ful fUflj ftoken." 
Sir Ywun led thou fats Soun 
Intil a chamber to prefoun ; 
Than war bath tha devils fnl balde, 
When the lioun wat in haMe, 
Sir Ywayn toke his nolnl wede, 
And dight him yo, for be had nede. 
And on his nobil ftede he firade. 
And baldety to tbam bath he lade. 
His mayden was ful far adrad, 
Hiat he vaa fo fliaitly fied, 
And unto god faft gau flio projr, 
Forto wyn him wele oway. 
Than drake thai on him wonder &r, 
With thair clubbes that ful firang waTi 
Opon his flielde fo &fi thai feld, 
That never a pece with other held; 
Wonder it es that any man 
Might ber the tiroes that be toke than. 
Mister haved he of focour, 
For he come never ia fwilk & ftonr, 
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Bot manly evyr with ftl his mayn, 
And graititly bit he tham c^yn, 
And, ah it telles in th* tioke, 
He gaf tbe dubbil of that he toke. 
Ful grete Torow tbe lioun haa, 
In tbe cbameber wbar be was. 
And ever he thogbt opon that dede, 
How he was helpid in his aede, 
And be might now do na focowr 
To him that helpid him in that ftoor ; 
Might be out of tbe chamber bi«ke, 
Sone be wnlde his maister wrdie. 
He herd tbajr firakes, that war Ail fietin, 
And yern he waytes in ilka heryn, 
And al was made ful &ft to bald ; 
At the lafi he come to Uie thriswald, 
The erth thar keft he up fill fofle, 
Als fa& ab four men fold have done. 
If thai had broght bath bill and fpade; 
A mekil hole fal fone be made. 
Yn al this [tyme] was fir Ywajn 
Ful ftraitly pan«d with mekil payn, 
And drede he had, ah him wele aght, 
For nowther of tham na woundcs la^t ; 



D,o,i..d by Google 



1S« YWAINE AND GAWIN. 

Kepe tham conth thai wonder wele, 
That dtntes derid tlwiii never a dde, 
It was na wapen tiiat msa might weld« 
Might get ft Qievcr out of thair Ihelde. 
Tbarof cowth Ywayn no rede, 
Sar he douled to be ded» 
And alfo his damyfel 
Ful iDckil mumyng made omell, 
And wele (ho wead he fold be Qane, 
And, fertes, than nar hir (bcor gane ; 
Bot &a he fiighleld in that ftowr, 
And hafiily him come focowre. 
Now es the lioun out-broken, 
Hb tnaister fal ful.rone be wroken; 
He rynnes M. with full fell refe, 
That! helpid it nt^t lo prai for pefe, ■ 
He Hirt unto that aglotowne, 
And to the erch he brayd him downe; 
Than was thar Dane obout that plaM 
That thai ne war fayn of that bii* duce ; 
The maiden had grete joy in hert [ . 
Ihai faid, He fal never rite in quert. 
His felow frailted with al his mvyn, 
To rwfe him fmertly up <^yii> , .;. 
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And, right fo ab he.ftowped doun, , 
Sir Ywain with his brand was boun, - 
And ftrake his nek-batienght in foiidep, 
Tbarof the folk had: mekil wonder, - - 
His hevid Irindeld on the. fand. 
Thus had Ywain the Legher hand. 
VVhco he had feld tliat fowl feloun, 
Of bis Aede he lighted jdgwii,. , 
His lioun on thai other lajr. 
Now wil he help him if he may, ' 
The Uoun faw his maister cum, 
Aod to hys part he w^d have.fom ; 
The right Iholder oway he raTe, 
Both arm and klob with him he tafe ; 
And fo his maister gun he wrekc : . 
And ols he might, yit gan he fpeke, 
And faid, Sir knight, for thi gentry, 
I pmi the have of me mercy. 
And hy fcill fal he noercy haye . 
What man To mekely wil it crave y 
And thftrfore grantes mercy to me> . 
Sir Ywain faid, I grant it the, 
If that thou wil tfai felvcn fay 
That thou ert overcumen this dny. 
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He faidf I grant withowten fail. 



For pur at^nt and recreant. 
Sir Ywayn bid. Now j the grant 
For to do the na mar der. 
And fro my liown i tal tl>« wer, 
I grant the pefe at ray ponir. 
Tlian come the folk Ad ftkr in fer, 
The lord and the lady a)B, 
Thai toke him lair obout th« bth. 
Thai lude, Sir, now faltou be 
Lord end fyre in this crnitii, 
And wed our dorter for fertayn. 
Sir Ywayn anfwerd than ogayn : 
He raid. Sen ye gif me hir now, 
I ^f hir evyn ogayn to yow, 
' Of me for ever t grant hir qnite ; 
Bot, fir, takes it til uo defpite. 
For, fertes, whif may i none wed 
Until my nedcs be better fped ; 
Bot this thing, fir, i alk of the, 
That si thir prifons may pas fre : 
God has granted me this chance, •■ 
I have made tfaair delyverance. 



D,o,l..d by Google 



YWAINE AND OAWIN. 

He lord anTwerd than fni ^te, 
And faid, I grant the tbantial quito^' 
My dogbter als i rede Uutu lake, 
Sbo ea noght worthi to (dtIUm. 
Unto the kuygfat fir Ywain &is. 
Sir, I r&l noght hit myiprays. 
For Iho es fo curUyi and hrade^ 
That, fra hethin to the werldet ende, 
Es no kyng ne emperour, ' 
Ne no man of To grete honowr. 
That he ne might wed that bird bright, 
And fo wald i if that i myght. 
I wald hir wed with fill gode chcr, 
Bot lo i have a mayden her, 
To foiow hir now moft i nede, 
Wheder fo Iho W me lede : 
Tharfor at this time have* goday. 
He fud, thou palie* noght fo oway, 
Sen thou wil noght do ak i tell, 
In my prifon EU thou dwdl. 
He faid, If i lay thar al my live 
I fal hir never wed to wive. 
For with this muden axoA i wend, 
Until we cum whar flio wi) tend. 
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Hie lori) faw it was ns boie 
Obout that mafer in(!('>.to matey: 
He gaf him \tve ovia!yitO bir, 
Bet he had lever he hid i>ene tEiu. 
Sir Ywayn takes.thaniiirth infer 
Al the prifons that th^r wer, 
Bifor hym fone th^i cmae iUcaoe, 
Ncrh&nd naked and wcbigane, . 
Stil he hoved at the yate, . 
Til thai war went al fortk thaiute, 
Twa and twa ay went thai famyn. 
And made omang tham mikel gamyn, 
If god had cumea- fnt hevyn on tught, 
And on this mold omang tliam light. 
Thai had noght made mar joy feitain 
Than thiu made to fyi Ywayne. 
Folk of the toun com him bifarn, 
And bUfsed the time that he was bom, 
Of his prowes war thai wde payd, 
In this werld es none Hike, thai fiud;: ' 
Thai cunvayd him out of the toun, . < 
With ful fair procesfiowne. - / . 

The maidens thaa tfaair leve has taae^ 
Ful mekil myrth tbtai made ilkane t 
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At tbair departing prayed thai thns : 
Our lord god, mighty Jhefus, 
He help yow, fir, to b»te yowr will, 
And fhilde yow-«ver fra alkyns ill. 
Maidens, he faid, god mot yow fe, 
And bring yow wele whar ye wald be. 
Thus thair way forth er thai went, 
Na mor unto tham wil w« tent. 
Sir Ywayn and hb tair may 
Al the fevenight traveld thai. 
The maiden knew the way ful wele 
Hame until that ilk caslele, 
Whar Iho lef the feke may, 
And theder haftily come tbtd. 
When thai come to the costel yate, ' - 
Sho led fir Ywain yn tharete, 
The mayden was yit feke Ifaikd, 
Bot when thai talde fair this tithand. 
That cumen was hir mesrager, ' 
And the knygbt with hyr in fer, 
Swilk joy tharof Iho had in herl, 
Hir thoght that flio was if in quert. 
Sho faid, I wate ray flster will' 
Gif me now that biles me Ull. 
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In hir hert (ho wu fill Ught, 
Ful hendly bailfed Oio tbe knigbt. 
A, fir, flio faid, god do tlie Biede, 
That thou wald cnm in fwUk a nede: 
And b1 that in that kaatel wer 
Welkumd him with men cher. 
I can noght &y, fo god me glade, 
Half the myith that thai him made. 
That night he had Jul aobil reft. 
With alldns esment of the beft. 
Als fone aJs the day Mat lent, 
Thai ordaind tham and forth thai vmt. 
Until that town &fl gan thai ride 
Whar the kyng fojomed that tide. 
And thar the elder lister lay, 
Redy forto kepe hyr day, 
Sho traifled wele on fir Gawayn, 
Hiat no knyght fold com him <^yn, 
Sho hopid thar waa no knyght lifiuut 
In batail that might with him ftaad. 
A) a feveni^t dayei bidcne 
Wald nt^ht fir Oawayn be teae; 
Bot in ane other toon he 1^, 
For be wald cum at th« day, 
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Als aventerous into the pUce, 
So that no man fold fe bis face. 
The armes he bar war BOght his avvD, 
For he wald noght in court be knawyn. 
Syr Ywayn and fais damyfetl 
In the town toke ttmire hostell. 
And tbar he held him prevelr. 
So that none fold him afcry ; 
Had thai dwelt langer by s day, 
- Than had Iho lorn hir land fiw ay. 
Sir Ywain reAed tbar that nyght, 
And on the mom he gan hym d^ht. 
On flepe left thai his lyowne. 
And wan tbam wighlly out <tf toun; 
It was hir wil, and als hy» awyti, 
At cum to court als knyght unfcnawyn. 
Sone obout the prime of day, 
Sir Gawayn, ha. thethin thar he Uy, 
Hies him &ft into the felde, 
Wele armyd with fper and Ihelde. 
No man knew him, Iw ne mor, 
Bot Iho that he fold fight fore. 
The elder fister to court come, 
Uiito the king at afk hir domCf 
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Sho faid, I am cumen with in; kny^t, 

AI redy to defend my right, 

This day was us (et fefowne, 

And i am her al redy bowne, 

And fen this es the lafi day, 

Oifes dome and latet us wend our way. 

My fister has at fydes foghf, 

Bot wele i wate her cums iho noght, 

For fertaJnly Ao findes naoe, 

That dar the bataii undertane, 

This day for bir forto fyght, 

Forto reve Ira me my right, 

Now have i wele wonnen my land, 

Withowten dint of kni^tes hand ; 

What fo my fister ever has myut, 

Al hir part now (el i tynt, 

Al es myne, to fell and gyf, 

Ab a wreche ay fal (ho lyf : 

Tharfor, fir king, fen it es fwa, 

Gifes yowr dome, and lat us ga. 

The king ftud. Maiden, think noght lang, 
(Wfele he wift flio had the wrang) 
Damyfel, it es the asfyfe, 
Wiiils fityng es of the justife, 
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The dome nedes you moft habide, 
For per avetitur it may bityde, 
Thi lister fal cum al bityme, 
Pot it es litil palsed prime. 
When the king hod tald this fcill, 
Thai faw cum rideand over a hyll, 
. The yonger fister and hir kDyght, 
The way to town thai toke iiil right* 
On Ywnins bed hi» liown lay, 
And thai bad ftoUen fra biro oway. 
The elder maiden made il cher. 
When thai to court cumen wer. 
The king withdrogh his jugement, 
For wele he trowed in his entent 
That the yonger fister had the right, 
And that flio fold cum with fum kn^^t. 
Himfelf knew fayr wele inogh. 
When be hir law ful fall he logh, 
Him liked it wele In bis hert, 
That be faw hir fo iq querl. 
Into the court flio toke the way. 
And to thelting thus gan fho fay, 
God, that governs alkin thing, 
The fave and fe, fyr Arthur the kyng. 
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And al the knyghtei that Unges to the, 

And alTo al thi mery meoyfe ; 

Unto yowre court, fir, have i broght 

An unkouth-knyght that ye knaw Do^t; 

He fais that, fothly, for my iake, 

This b&layl wil he undertake. 

And he haves yit in other Und 

Ful felle dedes onderfaand, 

Bot al he leves, god do him mede I 

Forto help me in my nede. 

Hir elder fister ftodc hyr by, 

And tyl hyr fayd (ho faaAily, 

For hys luf that lens us life, 

Gif me my right withoaten ftrife. 

And lat no man tharfor be flayn. 

The elder fister fiiyd ogayn, 

Thi ri^t 63 noght for al es myne, 

And i wil have yt mawgre thine ; 

Tharfore if thou preche alday, 

Her fal thou nothing ber bway. 

The yonger mayden to hir fays, 

Sister, thou ert fill curtays. 

And gret dole es it forto fe 

Slike two knightei al[s] thai be 
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For lu fal put tham-felf to fpill, 
Tharfor now, if it be tbi will, 
Of thi gude wil to me ihou ^f' 
Sura thing that i may on Itf. 
The elder faid. So mot i the. 
Who fo e» ferd i rede thai He ; 
Thou getes right lu^t nithowten tail, 
Bot if thou win yt thurgh bat&il. 
The yonger faid, Seu thou wil fwa, 
To tbe grace of god her i roe ta, 
And, lord, als he e« mafte of mygbt. 
He feud his focor to that knyght, 
That thus in dede of charit^ 
Thb day antres fays lif for me. 
The twa knightes come bifor the king, 
And thar was fone ful grete gederiog, 
For ilka man that walk might. 
Halted fone to fe that fyght ; 
Of tbara this vias a felly cafe. 
That nowther wilt what other wafe ; 
Ful grete luf was faitwix tham twa. 
And now er aither other fa ; 
Ke the king kowth tham noght ktiaw. 
For thai wald noght thair faces fhew, 
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If owther of iham had olher fefie, 

Grete luJ* had bene tham bitwene. 

Now was this a grete feMy, 

That trew iuf and fo grete envy 

Als bitwix tham twa was than 

Might bath at anes be in a man. 

The knightes, for thafe maidens lovOf 

Ailher til other kaA a. glove. 

And wele armed with fper and Ihelde, 

Thai riden both forth to the felde. 

Thai ftroke thair ftedes that war kene, 

Litel Iuf was tham bitwene ; ■- . 

Ful grcvosly bigan that gamyn, 

With ftalworth fperes ftrake thai famen, 

And thai had anes tt^eder fpoken, 

-Had thar bene no fperes broken, 

Bot in that Ume bitid it fwa, 

That wther of tham waid other fla. 

Thai drow fwerdes, and fwang obout, 

To dele dyntes had thai no dout ; 

Thair Iheldes war Ihiferd, and helms rifen, 

Ful ftalworth ftrakes war thar ^fen, 

Bath on bak and breftes thar. 

Wax bath wounded wonder far. 
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In niBDy fledes might men ken 

The blode out of ihair bodies reit. 

On helmes thai gaf Hike fimkes kene, 

lliat the riche ftauea albidene,' 

And other ger that was ful gudci 

Was over-covered al in blode. i 

Thar helmes war cvel brufien bath. 

And thai alfo war wonder wrath ; 

Thair hauberks als war alto torn, 

Both behind and als byfoni ; 

Thair (heldes lay fheverd on the ground : 

Thai refted than a litel fiound, 

Forto tak thair ande tbam till, 

And that was with thair bother will. 

Bot ful latig retted thai, noght, 

HI aither of tham on other foght, 

A ftrongc Itowr wax tham bitwene, 

Harder had men never fene, , 

The king and other that thu war, 

Said that thai Taw never ar 

So nobil knightea ia no place 

So laog fight bot by goddes grace. 

Barons, knightes, fquiers, and kiiaveS) 

Said, It ei no man that haves 
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So mekil trefor ne nobillay 

Tbat might tham quite thur dede thii d^. 

Tbir wordes herd the knyf^tes twa. 

It made tham forto be mor thra. 

Knightes went obout gude waiMi 
To mak the two fisicra at ane, 
Bot the elder was fo nnkinde, 
In hit thu might no mercy finde, 
And the right that the yonger hafe 
Puttes ftio in the kinges grace. 
The king himrelf and ats the quene, 
And other knightes atbidene, 
And al that faw that dede that day 
Held al with the yoi^r may, 
And to the king al thai bifo^t, 
Whether the elder wald or noght, 
That he fold evin the lande* dele, 
And ff{ the yonger damyfele 
The half, or els fum porciowue, 
That (ho mai have to warifowne, 
And part the two knightes in twyn ; 
For fertis, thai faid, it war grate fyn 
That owther »f tham fold other flat 
For in the world es no^l fwilk twa. 
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Wheu other knigliles iaid thai fold fefe, 
Tham fetf wald noght osfeot to pefe, 
Al that ever faw that batayl 
Of thair might had grate mervayt. 
Thai faw never. under the Itevyn 
Twa knightea that war copied fo evyn. 
Of al the folk iva» ooiie fo wife 
That witl whether.fbld have the prife; 
For thai faw never fo lialworth ftonr; 
Ful der boght thai that faonowr. 
Grele vfonder had fir Gawayn 
What he vies that feght him <^d, 
ADd fir Ywain had grete ferly 
Wha fiode ogayns him fo ftifly. 
On this wife lafied that fight 
Fra midmom unio miik night, 
And by that time, i trow thai twa 
War iiil weri and fare alfwa ; 
Thai had bled fo mekit blode 
It was grete ferly that thai flode, 
&o for thiu bet on bak and breft. 
Until the fun was gon to it&, 
For nowther of tham wald other fpar. 
For mirk night thai than namari 
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Tharfor to reft tbu both thamyeUe, 
Bot, or thai paft out of the felde, 
Ritwix tham two might men fe 
Both mekil joy and grete pet^. 
By fpeche might no man Gawain knaw, 
So was he hafe and fpak ful law, 
And mekil was he oat of rasight. 
For the ftrakcs that he had laght, 
And fir Ywain was ful weiy, 
Bot thus he fpekes, and fais ia hy i 
He faid, Syr, fen us failei li^t, 
I hope it be no Ufand wight 
What wil us blame if that we twin, 
For of al ftedes i have bene yn 
With no man yit never i met 
That fo wele kowth his ftrakeB fet. 
So nobil ftrakes has thou gifen 
That my flield es alio rcven. 
Sir Gawayn faid, Sir, fertanly,' 
Thou ert noghl fo weri als i, 
For if we langer fi^tend wer 
I trow i might do tiie do ilere. 
Thou ert nothing in my det. 
Of ftrakes that i on the fet. 
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Sir Ywain faid, in Criftes name, 
Sai me vrhal thou hat at hame. 
He faid, Sen thou my name wtl her. 
And covaites to wit what it wer, 
My name in this land tnani wote, 
J hat Gawayn the king ton Lote. 
Than was fir Ywayn for agafi. 
His fwerde fra him he kaA> 
He ferd right als he wald wede. 
And fone he ftirt down of his ftede. 
He fmd, her es a fowl mischance, . 
For defaut of conifance; 
A fir, he faid, had i the fene, 
Than had her no batel bene, 
I had me yolden to the als tite 
Als woithi war for discumfite. 
What man ertou i fiud fir Gawaia. 
Syr, he fayd, I hat Ywayne, 
That lufes the more, by fe and &nd, 
Than any man that es lifand. 
For mani dedeg that thou me did, 
And curtayfi yehave me kyd : 
Tharfor, fir, now in this fionr, 
I lal do the this hooowr 
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I grant that thou ha* tne ovennuDen, '■ 
And ly ftrenkyth in batayi nomen. 
Sir Gawayn aurwerd, ab cortays, 
_Thou fa] nogbt do, fir, all thoa fku; 
This honowr fal nogfat be myiw, 
Bot fertes it aw wele at be thine ; 
I ^ it the her, withowten hone, 
-And grantes that i am undone. 
Sone thai light. To faJs the boke, 
And aither other in aimes toke, 
And lufied fo, tiiL fele Htbe, 
Than war Uiai both glad and blithe ; 
In annes fo thai iiode tt^eder, 
Unto the king com ridand thedn, 
And fall he covait forto her 
Of thir knightes what thai wer. 
And whi thai made fo mekil ganiyn 
Sen thai had fo foghten bmyn. 

Ful hendli than alked the king 
Wha had fo fone made faghtding . 
Bitwix tham HxbX had bene fo wrath, 
Anid aither havcd done other fcath i 
He faid, I wend ye watd fid £un 
Aither of yow have other flayn, 
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And now ye er fo frendet der. 
Sir king, laid Gawaiu, ye fat her ; 
For unknowing and hard grace. 
Thus have we foghten in this pkc< ; . 
I am Gawayn, yowr awin nevow, 
And fir Ywayn lagbtwitk menow; . 
When we war ner weri, i wys. 
Mi nanje be frayned and i his, 
When we war knawin, fone.gan we fefe: 
Bot, fertea, fir, this es no leA^ 
Had we foghten forth a flownde, 
I wo(e wele i hail gwie to grounde, 
By his prowes and hii mayne, 
I wale for folL i had bene ilayne. 
Thir wordes menged al the mode. 
Of fir Ywaio als he Aode : 
Sir, he faid, fo mot i go, 
Ye kn[a]w yowr felf it es nc^t fo. 
Sir king, be faid, witfaowteo fail, 
Tam overcurneniti this batayl. 
Kai, fertes, laid Gawain, bot am i. 
Hius nowther waM have the mfuflri. 
Kfor the king gan aither grant 
That himfelf was recreant ; 
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Tban the king, and by) neayi 
Had bath joy and grele peti, 
He was ful iayn thai frendea wer. 
And that thai war fo fuiulFn in fer. 
The Ityng faiil, Now e» wde fane 
That laekil luf wis yow bitwene. 
He faid, fir Ywain, welkiim home, . 
For it was lang feu he thar come. 
He faid, I rede ye both aatent 
To do yow in my jujemeiit, 
And i IbI mak fo goAe ane ende. 
That ye fal both be halden faende. ' 
Thai both asfented fone thartill. 
To do tham in the kyngea will) 
If the maydens wdd do fo> 
Than the king bad knyghtei two 
Wend efter the maydens bath, 
And fo thai did ful fwith rath, 
Bifor the kyng when thai war hrogbt. 
He tald unto tham als him thoght : 
" Lyfiens me now, maydens hende, 
Yowr grete debate es broght lil eiuje. 
So fer forth now es it dreven 
That the dome moll nedes be gifeit. 
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And i fal deme yow als i ean." 

The elder fister anfwerd than, 

Sen ye er king that us fold wer, 

I pray yow do to me Aft der. 

-He did, I wil let for na Am, 

For to do the landes law. 

Tfai yoDg fister fal have hir ri^t, -^ 

For i fe wcle that thi knyght, 

Es overcumen in tljis wer. 

Thus faid he ancly hir to fer. 

And for he will hir wilful wele, 

That flio wald part with never a dele. 

Sir, flio faid, fen tfau8 es gan, 

Now mofl i, whether i wil or nane, 

Al yowr camandment fulfill,- 

And tharfor dofe right ab ye will. 

He king (aid, Thus fal it f^l, 

Al yawr landea depart i fall : 

Thi wil ea wrang, that have i knawiu, 

Now fal thou have ijoght hot thin awin, 

That es the half of al-bydene. 

Than anfwerd (ho, ful tite in tene. 

And faid, Me think ful grete outtage y 

To gifhir half myue heritage. 
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The king faid, For yowr bother efle. 
In bir land i fal Ur frf«, 
And Oio fal faald hi r land of Ute,- 
And to the tharfor mak feirti, 
Sho &1 the luf als hir lady, 
And thou fal kith thi cnrtayfi, 
Luf bir efter thine avenant, 
And (ho fal be to the tenant. 
' This land was firft, i nnderAand, 
JDiat ever was parted in If^^d. 
Than faid the king, Withowten ^1, 
For the luf of that balayl, 
Al ijsters thsit fold efter bene 
Sold part the landes tham bltwene. 
Than faid the king to fir Gawain, 
And als he prayed fir Ywain, 
Forte unlace thur rlche wede* 
And Uiarto had thai bath grete nede. 
Als thai tfaufi-gate flod and fpak, 
The tyowQ oQt of the chamber brok, 
Als thai thair armours tiAd unlace, 
Come he rinand to that place, 
Bot he had, or be come ihar, ■ 
Soght bis mayster whtde-war. 
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And fill mekil jvf he^made. 
When he hb mayster funden hade. 
On ilka fide than might mui fe 
Ihe folk fell to toun gan fie, 
So war thai ferd for tiie lionne, 
When thai (aw him theder bown. 
Syr Ynain bad tham cum ogayn, 
And faid, Lordinges, for fertayn, 
Fra this belie i fal yow wer, 
So that he fal do yow no der ; 
And, firs, ye fal wele trow mi fawes. 
We er freudes and gude felan^ ; 
He es mine, and i am his, 
For na trefor i wald him mys. 
When thai faw this was fertaio, 
Than fpak thai al of fir Ywaine : 
This es the knight with the liowa, 
That es halden of fo grete renown ; 
This ilk knight the geant flogh, 
Of dedis he es doghty inogh. 
Thau laid fir Gawayn fone in hi. 
Me es bitid grete velani ; 
I cri the mercy, fir Ywayne, 
Ihat i have trispall the <^yo ; 
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IIkm] helped mi fyster in hir Dedei 
Evil have t quit the now thi raedei 
lliou anlerd thi life for luf of me. 
And eh mi fister tald of tbe ; 
Thou faid that we, ful fele dswes, 
Had bene frei)d«s, and gude felawes ; 
Bot wha it was ne wift i noght, 
Setben have i had ful mekil th<^t, 
Aod yit for al that i do can 
I cowth never her of na man 
That me cowth tell, in tour ne u>UD, 
Of the knight with the liown. 
Vfhen thai had unlaced thair wede, - 
Al tbe folk toke ful gode hede 
How that befte, his balet to bete, 
likked his muster both hcnd and fete. 
Al the men grete mervail hade 
Of the mirlb the lyown made. 
When the knigbtes war brogfat 1o teft, ' 
The king gert cum Tone of the beft 
Surgiens that our war fune, 
For to helc tbam both bidene. 
Sone fo thai war hale and fownd, 
Sir Ifwayn hies him fiUl to foond. 
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Lnf wu fo in his hert fell, 
Night at day haved he no reft ; 
Bat be get grace of hit lady. 
He mofi go wode, or for lof dy. 
Fill preveli foith gan he wende 
put of the court fra ilka £reade ; 
He rides right unto the well, 
And thar he thinkes (brto dwell ; 
His gode )yon went «i^i him ay, 
He wald noglit part fro him oway. 
He keft water opon the flanet 
The llorm rafe ful ftaie onane. 
The thoner grifely gan out-breft. 
Him tboght als al the grele foreft. 
And al that was obout the well, 
SM have fonken into hell. 
The lady was in mekyl dout. 
For al the kastel walles obout 
Quoke fo bft that inen might think 
That al into the erth fold Tynk ; 
Thai trembled &ft, both bonr and hall, 
Als thai ujito the gnind fold fell ; 
Was never, in this mydle-erde, 
In no kastell folk fo ferde. 

VOL. I. M 
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Bot «ha it was wele m(t Lonot, 
Sho Isid, Now er we hard byfet ; 
MadaAie, i ne wate what iu es baft, 
For her now may w« have no-r^; 
Ful wele i watc ye have no kni^t 
That dar wende to yowr wel, and Cgbt. 
With him that cumes yow to alaile; 
And if he have her no batayle, 
Ne findes none yow to ddeodt 
Yowr lore ben lorn withoutea end. 
The lady faid, (ho waid be dede: 
" Der Lunet, what es thi rede l 
Wiric i wil by tbi kounlajli 
For i ne wate ncgbt what mai avail." 
Madame, Iho laid, i wald ful fayB 
Kownfail yow if it mi^t gayn, 
Bot iu thb cafe it war mystSre 
To have a wifer kownfayler : 
A&d by deliiit than gan fho foy, 
Madame, per chance, this ilk day, 
Sum of yowr knightes mai cum baoie, 
And yow defend of al this flwine. 
A, Iho faid, Lunet, lat' be ! 
Spdce na mor of my menyd, 
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For wele i wsle» fo god me in«nd> 
I have na knight me moi defend i 
Tharfbr my kowniail bua the be. 
And i wil wirk al cfter tbd ; 
And tharfor help at el thi myght. 
Madame, fho iaid, had we that koyght, 
That es fo curtais and avAianti 
And Jias flane the grete geant, 
And ah that the thre knightes flogh, 
Of him ye myght be tUti inpgh ; 
Bot fonbermaTi madame. i wate . 
He and his lady er at debate, 
And has bene fo ful many day. 
And als i herd hym-felvyn fay, 
He wold bileve with no ktdy, 
Bot on this kownand utterly, 
That thai wald mak fertayn ath 
to dp thair might and kunytig bath, 
Trewly both by day and na^t. 
To mak him and hyi lady faght, 
The lady anfwerd fone fair tyll. 
That wil i do with till gode will ) 
Unto the her mi trowth i plight, 
That i bl tharto do mi m^hL 
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Sbo raid, MadanM, be ye naght wraA, 

I mott nedea have of yow on >th, 

So thftt i tnu be fMUyn. 

Th« lady ftdd. That will i byn. 

Ltinet than riche raliktt toke, 

The chaiis and the mes boke, 

ai knefe the lady down hir fet, 

Wit ye wele than lilted Ltinet : 

Hir hand opon the boke flio laid, 

AdiI Lunet alkyns to hir fiud: 

Madame, (ho foid, thou (alt fwer her» 

That thou fal do thi power. 

Both dai and night,. opon al wife, 

Withouten alkyns &yntile, 

To faghtel the knyght with the liown 

And hie lady of grete reiiowne, 

So that no faut be fundet) in the, 

Sho faid, I grant it fal fo be. 

Than was Lunet welc paid of thit» 

The boke (ho gert hir lady ky» : 

Sone a palfray Iho t»ftnide. 

And on hir way fall: forth (ho rade. 

The next way ful fooe (ho nome, 

Until (ho to the well come. 
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Sir Ywsin fat under the thorn. 
And hii lyown Uy hira byfbm : 
Sho knew liitn wele by his Htnin, 
And faaftily Oto li^trd downe ; 
And eh Tone kU he Lunet Ikgh 
In hi* hert than lift hitn h^ : 
Heltil mirth was when diai re^t, 
Ailher other fut fair has gret. 
Sho faid, I love grete god in Irone, 

■That i have yow fan fo fone, 
And tithandei tel.i yow bifbm, 
Other lal ray lady be manefwoni. 
On relikea, and bi bokes brade. 
Or eb ye twa er ftendes niade^ 
Sr Ywain than was yioaiet giftd. 
Per die tithandei that he hod, 
He thanked hir M fele fitli, 
That Oio wald him flike gudenci kitb ; 
And Oio him thanked mekill mar, 

.;P«r the dedea that wur done, ar : 
So atfaer was in other det, 
Hut both thnr trarail was wele. fet. 
He 6m, Talde thou hir oght my name ? 
Sho fiud» Nay, than war i to Uante ; 
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Thi name (ho ,fd noght wit for ms. 
Til ye have kyfsed, ud %htekl be. 

Than rade thai ,fiiith' tabard the' tora, ' 
^.^nd with tham ran. die gude lyDoni '. 
When thai come to the cattel-yate, 
Al went thai in thamvt ; 
Thai fpak na word to na man bora. 
Of al the folk thai fluid byfiHn. 
Als Tone to the Udy herd fayiti 
Hir damifel was cumen og^yo, 
And als the liown and th« kni^ti 
Tlian in hert fho was fol lyght; 
Scho covait ever of si tMng 
Of him to have knaWlagciagi 
Sir Ywain fone on kiKfe bim fet, 
When he with the ladyibab - i : - 
Lunet faid to the lady fone, 
Take up the knight, Madame, have done, 
And, als covenaNd belwix us was, 
Makes his pefe &ftorhe'pB». • ■- 
Than did the ladi him up'rifo, 
Sir, Iho faid, (^naVwife ■'■ ■ . -■ . ■ 
I wil me pain in al Ihiag 
'Forto mak thi Aghldjn^ ' 
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ffitwix the and tbi lady bryj^L 
IMatne, faid Liunet, that n right, 
For nane bot ye has that powerct 
Al the foth now f^ ye heK 
Madame, Iho faid, es no^t at iMjit, 
Thb es my lord, fir Ywaine; 
Swilk luf god bitwix yow Tend, 
That may laA to yowr hvei tail . 
Than went the lady fer obok. 
And lang flio flode or that flm Tpah} 
Sho faidi How es thii, damyMe i 
2 wend thou fold be to me lele, 
That makes me wbedwr i wil or noght 
Luf tham that me w« hft* wroght g 
So that me bus be fuiiWani, 
Or luf tham that wald i was lorn'; 
Bot, whether it torn to wele or ill. 
That i have i^d i fal fulfill. 
Wit ye wele than, fir Ywama 
Of tha wordes was iiil &yne. 
Madame, he faid, i have miswroght, 
Awl that i have ful der boght ; 
Crete foly i did, the foth to fay. 
When that i paft my tarme^lay ; 



D,o,i..ci by Google 



16S YWAINE ANI> GAWTO. 

And fertea wha fo had fo iHtydf 
Thai fold have dona right als i dyd, 
Bot ■ (al nersT, thorgh goddea grace, 
At mi mi^t do mor triTpafe ; 
And what man fo wil merqr Cnn/tf 
By goddes law he fal it hara. 
Tlian (ho airated faghteling to mak, 
And foae in arms be gan hir tak. 
And kified lur fill oft fith, 
Was he never ar to blith. 

Mow haa fir Ywain ending made 
Of al the forowi that he hade; 
Ful My lufed he ever hys whyfe. 
And fho him als hyr owin life; 
That lafled to tbair livei code ; 
And trew Lnnet, the maiden bende, 
Wa> honord ever with aid and ying, 
And lifed at hir owin likyng. 
Of alkios thing flio ha* maj-ftri. 
Next the lord and the lady ; 
Al honord hir in tour and toon. 
Thus the knygbt with tiie liown 
£s turned now to fyr Ywajm, 
And has )a> lordihip al ogfiyn j 
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And fo fir Ywain and his wive 

In joy and blis thai led thair live ; 

So did Lnnet) and tbe liown. 

Until that ded haves dreveu tham down : 

Of tham na mar have .i herd tel], 

Nawther in nimonce, ne in Tpell. 

Bot Jketa Criflei for hii grete grace. 

In hevyn blis grante us a place 

To bide in, if hu wills be. 

Amecj amen, fur tkarUp. 
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BT THOHAS CHBSTltB. 



PAKT h 

Bx doughty ArtouTs d&wcs. 

That hel.d Engelond yn good Uwes, 

Ther fell a wondyr cas, 
Of a ley that was yfette. 
That hyght Launval, and hatle yettei 

Now herkenelh how hyt wu. 
Doughty Artour Torn whyle 
Sojournedc yn Kardeuyle, 

Wyth joye and greet folas ; 
And knyghles that wer profitable, 
With Artour of the rounde table. 

Never noon better ^er nss. 

Sere Perfevall, and fyr Gawayn, 
Syr Gyheryej, and fyr Agrafrayn, 
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ADd Launcelot Dulafce, 
Syr Eay, and fyr Ewayn, 
That well couthe lygfate yn plain, 
' Batelet for to take. 
Kyt^ Ban-Booght, and kyiig Boa^ 
Of bant ther was a greet los, 

Men fawe tbo no vher her make ; 
Syr Golafre, aad fyr Launfale, 
Wherof a noble tale 

Among ua fcball awake. 

With Artour ther waa a bacbeler, 
And badde ybe well many a yer, 

lAun&i for foth 'be kygkt, 
■He gaf gyftys largelyche, 
Gold, and fylver, and dodes Ty<Ai9, 

To fquyer and to knygbt. 
For hys largefTe and hys bounty 
The kyngea fluward made was be, 

Ten yer, y you plygbt ; 
Of alle the knyghtes tri'the table roandc 
So large ther was noon yfounde, 

Be dayes ne be nygh^ 
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So hft be fyll, yo the lenlhe yo-, 
Martyn «u Artours counTalere, 

He radde hym for to weitde 
To kii^ Ryon of Iriond ryght, 
And fette him ther & lady bty^l/ 

Owennere hys doughtjrr bende. 
&o he dede, and home ber brought, 
But fyr Launfal lyked her noght, 

Ne other knyghtes that wer heads; 
For the lady bar boa of fwych word, 
l^at fche hadde lemannys u&ther her lord, 

So fele ther nas soon ^de. 

They wer ywedded, as y ygii Aiy, 
Up oa a WytTonday, 

Before piinccB of moch pryde, 
Ho man ne may telle yn tale 
What folk ther was at that bredale, 

Of coimtreys fer aad wyde. 
Mo nother man wat yn halle yfette. 
But he wer prelat, other harDsette, 

In bene ys naght to hyde, 
Yf they falte noght alle ylyche, 
Har forvyfo was goud and lyche, 

Certeyn yn ech a fyde. 
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And vhaii the lordm badde ete yn Aa lutUe, ' ' 
And die clothes w«r drftwncn alle, 

As ye mowe her and lythe, 
The botelers fcntyn wyn, 
To «lle the lords that wer theryn, 

With chere both glad and hlythe. 
The quene yargyftes for the nooesi 
Gold and felver, precyous ftnnyg, 

Her curtafye to kythe, 
Everych knyght fche yaf broche, otiier lyng, f9 
But Tyr Launfat fche yaf no thyng, 
That grevede hym many a fythe. 

And whan the bredttle V9» at etid« 
Lannf^ tok his leve to wende 

At Artour the hyiig. 
And feyde a Ii^ttere was to hym come, ' " 

That deth badde hyti fadyr ynome, 

He moft to bis beryynge. 
Tho feyde king Artour, that was hende, 
Launfal, if thou wylt fro rae wende, 80 

Tak with the greet fpeildyDg, 
And my fuster Tones two, 
Bolhe they fchull with the go, 

At hom ^e for to bryi^. 
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t.>iiii&] tohjets, wiUiouU &ble. 
With kny^tes of die rouode uUe, 

And wente forth ya bii jovnt^ 
1^1 be come to Karlyown, 
To the meyiys hous of Ike touiMi 

Hys fervauDt d»t hadde ybe. 
The roeyr Aod, u ye may here, -. 
And &w hym come ride up anblcFe, 

With two knjuhtes aiid other mayni^ 
Agayns hym he hath wey ynome, 
And feyde, Syr, thou art well come, 

How faryth our icyng t tel me. 

Lnuofol anlwerede and feyde thaiit 
He &ryth aa well as any man, 

And dies greet nithe hyt wore ; 
But, fyr meyr, without lefyng, 
I am thepartylh fram the kyng. 

And that rewyth me fore : 
Ne ther thar noman benethe ne above, 
for the kyng Artours love, 
, Onowre me neuer more ; 
But, fyr meyr, y pray the pur aroour^ 
May y take with the fojour i 

Som tyme we knewe tu yore. 
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The meyr flod, and belhogb» li }«' Unrc, 
What in3-gbt be hys aofWere, 

And to bym than gkn he fayn, 
Syr, feven knyghtes han her har in ynomt, 
And «ver y wayte whan they wyl cam«, -■ 

They am of Lytyll-Brefiftyne. ■■■:■■.■ 
Launfal turnede hymrclf an* lo«^r . ■ : 
Therof he badde fcoro inow^, 

And Teyde to his knyghtes tweyne, 
Now may ye fa Twych ys fervice, 
Untber a lord of lytyll piyfe. 

How he may theiof be fayn. 

Launfal awayward gan to ryde, 

The meyr bad he fchuld abyde, . . , 

And feyde yn thys muiere,' 
Syr,yn a cbamtortky.tay orsh^nUiydet .■■■ .. 
Tbsr may ye dwell withjt^o ami pryde, .- 

Yf hyt your wyll were. .... 

Launfal anoon ryghtci. 
He and hys tivo knytesi > 

Sojournede ther yr» fei*, 

So favagelych hys good be h«fctte,' 
That he ward yu greet dette, 

Ry^t yn the ferft yere, 
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So byt befell at Pentacoft, 

Swf ch tyme u the boly ffA 

Among mankend gui lygbt, 
Tliat Tyr Huwe and fyr Jon 
T(A her leve for to gon 

At fyr I-niitifiil the knyght. 
They feyd, Syr, our robe* betfa to rent, 
And your treTour ys all yfpent, 

And we goth ewyll ydyght. 
Thaoe feyde fyr Lounfal to tbe Icnygbte* fn, 
[ Tell ye no man of my poverti, 

For the lore of god almygbt. 

Tbe knyghtei aofwerede and feyde tbo. 
That they nolde him vreye never no, 

All thys woild to wynne. 
With that word tiny wente hym fio. 
To Glaftyogbery bothe two, 

Ther kyng Artour was iune. 
The kyng fawe the knyghtes hende, 
And ayens ham be g^ wonder 

For they wer of hb kenoe ; 
Noon other robes they ne faadde 
Hun they out with ham ladde, 

And tho wer to-toie and thynne. 
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Than feyde Gwenore, Uial was fel, 
How faryth the prowde knygbt Launfal t 

May be hya armes welde? 
Ye, madame, fayde-the knyteslluui, 
He ferylh as well as any man. 

And ellya god'byt fchelde, ' 
Moche worchyp and greet hoBOur, - 
To Gonore the quene and kyng Artoor, 

Of fyr Laun&l tbcy telde ; 
And Teyde, He lovede via fo, 
That he woM us eveima, 

At wyll have ybelde. 

But upon a rayny day hyt- befeli 
An hantynge wente fyr Lannfel, . 

To chafy yn holtes hore. 
In our old robes we yede that day, 
And thus we beth ywent away. 

As we before bym wore. 
Glad vias ArtbUr, the. kyng, ' 
'That Laiuifal was'yn gobd lykyng, 

The quene hyt rew well fore; 
For fche wold, with all her myglit, ' 
That he faadde be, bothe day and hyght. 

In paynys mor and more. 

VOL. 1. N 
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Upon ft day of the trioitfc, 
A fefiii of grwt rol«mpiiit& 

In Cariyoun wu hold^ 
Eriea and baropM of tbat countrfe. 
Ladyes and boijaea of that cit^ 

Tbyder ocMne bothe yon^ and oU. 
But Lauofal for hys potato 
Wat not bode to thsi fembl^ 

Lyte men of hym tolde ; 
Tbe meyr to the felle was of ftnti 
The Eoeyiys doughter to I^unial mat, 

Aad axede yf he wolde 

In halle dyne with her that day. 
Damefele, he fayde, nay, . 

To dyne have i no herte; 
Thre dayes ther ben agon 
Mete ne drynke eet y noon. 

And aU was for porert. 
To-day to cherchb y woldehave gjon, . 
But me fawtede bofyn and fchon^ 

Clenly brech and fcherte; 
And for defawte of clodynge, 
Ne m^te y yn vUh (he peple tiuyngSr 

No wontber dough me finerte 
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Bat othyng, damefiele, j prty the, 
Sodel and brydel lene thou'tne, 

A vrbyle for to ryde, 
That y myghte contbrtede be. 
By a launde untber tbys cyte, 

Al yn thyg undeni'tydc. 
Laan&l dy^te bys CourTer, 
Withoute knave other fqu^er, 

He rood with lytyll pryde; 
Hys hoTs tlod, sAd fia yn die lea, 
Wherfbre hym fcotnede many men, 

Abowte hym fer aod wyde. 

Poverly the knygbt to hors gao fpiynge, 
For to diyTC sfrtiy Idtynge, 

He rood toward the veil; 
The wether was hot Uie nndem-^de. 
He ly^te adotui, aftd gan abyde, 

Under a &yr forell : 
And for hete of the wedere, 
Hys mantell he feld togydere. 

And fette hym doun to refle ; 
Thai fat the knygbt yn fymplyfc, '( 
Ih the fchadowe anther a tre, '( 

Ther that hym lykede beft. 
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A» be fat yn forow and forei 
He fawe come out of holies hore 

Gentyll maydeQea two, 
Har kertelca wer of lade foudel, >> 

Hafed fmalle, jolyf and well, 

Ther myght noon gayer go, 
Har tnanteles wer of greae felwet, 
Ybordured with gold, ryght well yfette 

Ipelvred with grys and gro ; 
Har beddys wei dyght well withallci> 
Everych haddeoonajolyf corCnaU, 

Wy th fyxty gemmys aud mo. . 

Har faces wer wfayt as fitow on downe, 
Har rode was red, her eyii wer biowDe> 

I fawe never non fwyche ; 
That ooii bar of gold a bafyn. 
That other a towayle wbyt and fyn, 

Of felk that was good and ryche. 
Her kercheves wer well fchyre, 
Arayd wyth ryche gold wyre, 

Laun&l began to fyche ; 
They coin to hym over the hotb, 
He was curteys, and ayens hem gothj 
' And greette hem myldelyche. 
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Damefeb, he feyde, god yo* fe ! 
Syr knyght, they feyde, well the be 1 

Our lady, dame Tiyamour, 
Bad thou Tchuldell com fpeke with hen, 
Gyf hyt wer thy wylle fere, 

Wy&oute more fojoar. 
I^unfal hem gnumtede curteyalyche, 
And wente wyth hem myldelyche, 

They wheryn whyt as flour j 
And when they come in the foieft an hygh, 
A pavyloun yield he fygb, 

Whh merthe and mochell hooour. 

The pavyloun was wroutb for fothe, y wys, 
All of werk of Sarfynys, 

The pomelleB of crystall ; ' 
Upon the loppe an ero ther ftod, 
Of bournede gold ryche and good, 

Ifloryfched with ryche small. 
Hys eyn wer carbonkeles bryght, 
As the mone they fchon a-Ryght* ■ 

That fpreteth out ovyr all ; 
Aly&undre the conquerour, 
Ne kyog Artour, yn hys moll honour^ 

Ne hadde noon fcwycfa jueB> 
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He fond yn the pavyloun 
The kynge* doubter pi Olyroan, 
Dame Tryamour that hygihtfi 

Her fkdyr im kyw *>' fcyy*. 

Of occient for and ny^^, 

A man of mochell myghtfu 
In the pavyloun he fond a be4 of pSh 
Iheled with purpur bys, 

That fcmylfe was of fyghta, 
Tlieriiine lay that Udy gent. 
That after fyr Launfal hedde yfent, 

That lef fome )eincde bi!]^t. 

For hete her cV>thei davn fche dedo, 
Almeft to her gerdyl ftcde, 

Than lay fche uncoTeit ; 
Sche was as whyt a« lylye yn May, 
Or fnow that fnewelh yn wynterys day, 

He feygh never npn fo pert. 
The rede rofe, whap fche ys newe, 
Ayens her rode nes naught of hew?, . 

I dar well fay yn fert ;., 
Her here fchon as gold ^tyw. 
May no man rede hero a^rre, 

Ne naught well theuke yn her|. 
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Schfl feyde, Launbl, my leramoo furete, 
AI my joye for the y lete, 

Swetytig paramour, 
Hier nys no man yn Criftenti, 
Hut y love fo mocbe as the, 

Kyngi neytber emperour. 
Laon&l beheld that fwete wyghtb, 
All hys love yn her was lyghth, 
And kefte that fwele flour; 

And fat adoun her byfyde. 
And feyde, Swetyag, what fo iMtyde, 

I am to thyn honour. 

She fcyde, Syr knyght, gentyl and hende, 
I wot thy flat, ord, and ende, 

Be naught afchamed of me ; 
Yf dioa wylt truly to me take, 
And alle wemen for me forfake, 

Ryche i wj'U make the. 
I wyll the yeve an alner, 
Imad of fylk and nf goM clcr, 
Wyth byre yroages thre ; 
As oft thou putieft the bond therinne, 
A mark of gold thou fcbalt wynne, 
In wat place that thou be. 
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Alfo, Tche feydfl, fyr 

I yere the Blaunchard my fl«de Id, 

And Gyfre my owen kaave ; 
And of my armes oo pea&A, 
Wyth tbre erroyns ypeyoted wdl| 

AUb thou Tcbalt have. ^ 

In werre, ne yn turnement, 
Ne fchall the greve no Lnyghtes dent. 

So well y fchaU the (a.ve. 
Than aDfwerede the gantyL knyght. 
And feyde, Gramarcy, my fwete wy|;ht, 

No bettere kepte y have. 

The damefell gan her up lette, 
And bad her maydenes her fette 

To hyr hoodyii watyr clere ; 
Hyt was ydo without letle, S< 

Tb& doth was fpred, the bord was fettr, 

Tbey wente to haie foperet. ■ 
Mete and diyuk they badde afyn, . 
Pyement, clare and Reynyffih wyn, 

And elles greet wundyr hyt wer; 
Whan they had fowpetb, and the day was go% 
' They weiite to bedde, and that anoon, 

Launfal^ad fche yn fere. 
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For pUy lytyll tbey fclepte that ny^, - 

Tyll OQ morn bytwas da.y-lyght, 350 

Sche badd hym aryfe anoon } 
Hy feyde to hym, Syr ganty) knyght, 
And thou wyll fpeke with me in an^wy^, ^ 

To a derne Acde thou gon. 
Well piivyly i woll cometo the. 
No man alyve ne Tchall me fe, 

As fiylle as any:fion. 
Tho waa Lauijlalglad tuid blyth^. 
He cowde no^nan hysjoye.kytlte, - .1 1 

And kefie her well good won. 3^0 

But of othyng, fyr kny^tf i wante the^ 
T^at thou make no boft.of me, 
■ For no kennes mede; .1 . ., / 

And yf thou doofi, y wanvy the before, ''>!. 
All my love thou halt forlore: 

And thus to hym fche fiyde. 
Launfal tok hys leve to wende, 
Gyfre kedde that he waa hende. 

And brought Lraunfat hp Aede; 
Launfal lepte ynto the arfoun, SfO 

And rood hora to Karlyoua, 

la bys pover wede. . . 
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Tbo w«a the koj^gbt jrn karta Mt wylle. 
In hjt chaunber he hylil him 8]^, 

All that uadern-t^ds; 
Than come ther thonvgh dw cyt6 ten 
Well ybanieyfydi mm 

Upon ten fomere ryde. 
Some wytH fylver, rome wyth gold^ 
All to ryr Laun&l hyt fchold, 380 

To prdente hym wyth piyde ; 
Wyth rycfae clothes, and annme biy^t, 
ThfY axede aftyr Ij^Tnfid the kiiyght, 
- Whar he gao abyde. 

The yong moi wer eledeth yn Tnde, 
Gyfre he rood all hehynde. 

Up Blaunchard whyt as flonr ; 
Tho Teyde a boy, diat yn the maifcet ftod. 
How fa fchall all thya good t 

Tell us pur amour. . sgo 

Tho feyde Gyfre, Hyt ys 3rfent 
To fyr I^unfal yn prefent, 

That hath leved yn greet dolour. 
Than feyde die boy, Nya he but a wreccbe i 
What tbar any man of hym recche } 

At the meyryi hous he taketh fojonr. 
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At the merys hous they gun alyghte, 
And prefented the noble knyghte 

Wyth fwych good as hyra was teat ; 
And whan the meyr feygh thut rycbafft. 
And fyr lAunfales nobleneffe. 

He held hyra felf foule yfchent. 
Tho feyde the meyr, Syr, pur charyte, 
Iq halle to day that thou wylt eta with mi 

Yeflerday y hadde yraant 
At die fefte we woide han be yn fame. 
And y hadde folas and gune, 

And erft thou were ywent. 

" Syr meyr, god foryelde the, 
Wbyles y was yn my porertfe, 

Thou bede me never dyne t 
Now y have more gold «id fe, 
That myne frendes ban Tept me, 

llian thou and alle dyne. 
The meyr for fchame away yede, 
I^onfid yn purpure gan hyia fchrade, 

Ipelvred with whyt ermyoe ; 
AU that Launfat had borwyth before 
Gyfre, be layle and be fcore, 

Yald hyt well and fyne. 
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LmiuIbI helde lyche feftcs, 
Fyfty fedde povere gefie*. 

That in myschef wer ; 
Fyfty bougbte ftronge ftettci, 
Fyfty yaf ryche wedes, 

To knyghtes and fquyere, 
lyfty rewardede relygyan«. 
Fyfty delyverede piyfouas, 

And made ham quyt and fchere ; 
Fytfy clodede gettoun, 
To many men he dede honotira, 

In countreys fer and nere. 

Alle the lordes of Karlyoun 

Lette crye a tumement yn th» tonn. 

For love of fyr Lauofel, ■ 
And for BUunchard, hys good Aede, 
To wyte how hym wold fpedot 

That was ymade fo well. 
And whan the day was ycome, 
That the juAet were yn ynome, 

They ryde out alfo fnell, 
Trompoun gou bar hemes blowe, 
The lordes ryden out a-rowe. 
' ThiU were yn Ihat castell. 
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Ther began the taraement, 

And ech knyght leyd on other good dent, 

Wyth iDoTea and wyth Tverdes bothe ; 
Me myghte y fe fome, therfore 
Stedes ywonne, and fome ylore, 

And knyghtes wonther wroghtb. 
Syth the rounde table waa 
A bettere turnement Uier nas, 

I dar well fay forfothe, 
Many a lord of Karlyoun 
That day were yboie adoun, 

Certayn withouten othc, , 

Of Karlyoun the rycbe conflabtt 
Rod to Laun&ll, without &ble, 

He nolde no lengere abyde ; 
He fmot to Launfal, and he to hym, 
Well fterne ftrokes, and well grym, 

Ther wer in eche a fyde. 
Launfal waa of hym ywaie. 
Out of lus fadell he hym bar, 

To grounds that ylke tyde, 
And whan the conftable was bore adoun, 
Gyfre lepte ynto the arfoun, 

And awey he gan to ryde. 
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The erl of Chestere tfaerof fegh, 

For wrethlhe yn herte he was wod negh. 

And rood to fyr I^unfate, 
And fmot bym yn the helm on k^h. 
That the creft adouo fl^b. 

Thus feyd the Fivnffeb tale. ^ 
Launral was mochel of myght, 
Of hyi fiede he dede hym lyght, 

And bar hym doua yn the dale ; 
"nian come ther fyr l^untal abowte 
Of Walffche kny^tes a greet rowte. 

The numbre y not bow fhle. 

Than myghte me fe fcheldes ryve, 
Speres to-brefte and to-dryve, 

Behynde and ek before, 
Thonigh Launfal and hys ftedes denti 
Many a knyght, Terement, 

To ground was ibore. 
So the prys of that tunrny 
Wba delyvered to Laniaul that day, 

Without oth yfwoit ; 
Launfel rod to KaHyoun. 
To the meyrys hous yn the toun, 

And many a lord hym before. 
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And than the noble knyght Launbl 
Helde a fefte ryche and ryall, 

That lelle fourteD)^t, 
Erles and barouns &le 
Semelj ner fette ya Me, 

And ryoly were adyght. 
And every day dame Triamour, 
Sche com to fyr LaunCal hour, 

A day when hyt was nyght. 
Of all that ever wer ther tho> 
Segh he non bat they two, 

Gyfre and Launfal the Inyght. 
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PART II. 

A kny^t ther was yn Luinbardye, 
To Tyr Laun&l hacjde be greet envye, 

Syr Valentyne he hyghte ; 
He berde Tpeke of fyr Launfal, 
That that he couth jufty well, 

And was a man of raochet my^te. 
Syr Valentyne waa wonther ftrong, 
Fyflene feet he was longp, 

Hym thoghte he brente bryghte 
But he myghte with Launfal pteye, 
Id the feld belwene bam tweye, 

To jufty, other tofyghte. 

Syr Valentyne fat yn hya holle, 
Hyi maslengere he let ycalle, 
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And feyd« he mofte wende 
To fyr lAun&l the noble knyght. 
That was yholde to mychet of my^t, 

To BretA^e he wolde hyra fende ; V 
And fey hym, for love oi hys lemon, 
Yf fche be any gentyle woman, 

Courteys, fre, other hende, 
That he come with me tojoile. 
To kepe hys hameys from the roftcT^ 

And ellea hys manhod fchende. 

The mesfengere ys forth ywent, 
To tho hys lordys commaundement, 

- He hadde wynde stwylle 
Whan he was over the water yciHne, 
The way to Lannfal he hatb ynome, 

And gretle hym with wordes %lle ; 
And feyd, Syr, my lord, fyr Valentyne, 
A noble werrour, and queynte of gynne, . 

Hath me feat the tylle ; . 
And piayth the, for thy lemmanes fake, 
Thou fchuldeft with hym juftes take. 

Tho lough Laun&l full Aylle. 

TOL. I. O 
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And teyit, u he wu gntji knyght^ 
Tbyllw d«y ■ fbartmyght, 

He wcAd wyth hyn pky. ' 
He yal the merfenger, for that tydyng, 
A noble courTer ud B ryi^ 

And B robe of nj. 
Laanbl txk lere at TryuDour, 
That wu the bryght berde yn hour. 

And kefle that f«ete may ; 
llkanne feyde that fwete wy^t, 
Dreed (he nothyi^, fyr gentyl kny^t, 

ThoQ Tchalt hym fie that day. 

T^mnfrl Qolde nothyng with hym hsTC, 
But Blatinchard hyi Aede, u>d Gyfre hya k 

Of all hyi byr nutyoi ; 
He fchyppede and hadde vynd wdl good, 
And wente over tht lalte flod. 

Into Lumbardys. 
Whan he was over the water yccMue, 
Ther the jnftet fchulde be nome, 

In the cyt^ of Alalye, 
Syr Valentyn hadde a greet oft, \ 
And fyr Launfal abatede her boft, ^ 

Wyth lytyll cumpanye. 
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And iriian fyr laun&tl wiia jrdyght,. 
\ig»n Blauochard hys flede lyg/iti, 

With helm, and Ifwre, an^ fchelde, 
All that fawe hym yn arm^ b;ryght, 
Seyde t^y Isvt never f^ych a. ]u^;^^, 

That hym with eyen beheld. 
Hio lyde U^dere Ities knygUtei two, 
tbtt har fchaftes torbrofte bo. 

And to-fcyverede yn the ielde ; 
Another coun togedere tbey rod. 
That fyr Laiin&l hetn; of j^. 

In tale as hyt yi telde. 

Syr Valentyn lo^, and hadde gpod guni 
Hadde Launfol never fi> ntoche fd^qi^, 
Befbifaond yn no fyght ; 
Oyfre kedde he wai good at sede, 
And lepte upon hys tnaystryt ftede, 

No man ne fegb with lyght. 
And er than thay togedere nietts, 
Hys lordei helm he on feltei 

Fsyre and well adyght ; 
Jha was Launful ^ad and blythe, 
And donkedc Gyfire many fydoi 

For hyi dede To mgchel of my^t. 
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Syr Valentyne fmot Launbl Too, 
That byg fcbeld fel hym fro, 

Anoon rygbt yn that fiounde; 
And Gyfre the Tcbeld up hente. 
And bix^fate byt bys lord to preTenle, 

Er byt cam tbonne to grounde. 
Tho was Launfal glad and blytbe. 
And rode ayen tbe thrydde fyde, 

As a knygbt or mocbel monnde ; 
Syr Valentyne be fmot fo tbere, 
Tbat bort and man bothe deed wen, 

GixMiyng wytb grysly wounde. 

Alle tbe lordes of Atalye 

To lyr Launfal hadde greet envye, 

Tbat Valentyne was yflane. 
And fwore that he fcbold dye, 
£r he venle out of Lumbardye, 

And be bongede, and to^rawe. 
Syr Launfal brayde out bys fitchon, 
And as lygbt as dew he leyde bem doune, 

In a lytyll drawe,. 
And wban be hadde the lordes fdayn, 
Me went ayea ynto Bretayn, 

Wyth folas and wytb plawe. 
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HiB tydyng com to Artour the kyi^ 
Anoon wythout lefyng, 

Of fyr Laanfales noblefle, 
AnooD a letter to hym feude. 
That Launfal fchuld to hym nendei 

At feynt Jonnyi maffe. 
For kytig Artour wold & fefle holde, 
Of erles and of barouos bolde, 

Of lordynges more and lelTe ; 
Syr Launfid fchud be Award of halle, 
For to Bgye hys geftes alle, 

For cowthe of lai^efle, 

Lauu&l toke leve at Tryamour, 
For to weode to kyng Artour, 

Hys fefte for to agye, 
T^er he food merthe and moch honour, 
Ladyea that wer well brygbt yn bour. 

Of knyghtes greet cuinpanye, 
Fourty dayes lefte the fefte, 
Ryche, ryall, and honefte, 

What help hyl for to lye i 
And at the fourty dayes ende. 
The lordes toke bar leve to wende» 

Eveiych yn hys partye. 
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And «ftyr mete tyfGsweya, 
Syr Gyeryes, afid Agnfikyn, 

And fyr Laanbl aUb, 
Wente to daiioce upon (be ^ftfie, 
Unther the lour flwr ia^ th« qsene, 

Wyth fyxty ladyes and iOb. 
To lede the dauDce LBonble whs fet. 
For hys Urgefle he wu kvede the bA, 

Sertayn of alle tho ; 
The quene lay out and behdd hem tBe, 
I te, fche feyde, daunce hxtg^ LsuniaDe, 

To hym than wyll y go. 

Of alle the kny^testhat y fe thertt. 
He ys the fiiyrefle bachelere. 

He ne hadde never no wyf ; 
Tyde me good, other ylle, 
I wyll go and wjte hys wylle, 

T lore hym b« my lyfc 
Sche tok with her a companye, 
The Tayreft that Tcbe myg^Ie a^ye, 

Syxiy ladyea and fyf, 
And went hem doun anoon fy^t^ 
Ham to pley among the ^ygfatCs, 

Well Aylle wythouten Aiyf. 
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Tlie qnene yede t» the lameQe eod^ 
Betwene Laus&l and Gauweyn the itende, 

Aad after her ladyes bi^gtit, 
To daunce they wente tUe yn &m% 
To fe hem playhyt was l^r gfun^ 

A lady and a knyght. 
Iliey hftdde menfirake of moch honours, . 
Fydelere, fytolyrs, and tFompoun, 

And elles hyt were uoi^ht ; 
Hier they playde, for Ibtbe to fay, 
After mete the fomeryB day. 

All what hyt was nej^ ag^U 

Aod whanne tbe daanoe begfta M flake, 
Tie queue gan Lauoty to coun&ll isice. 

And feyde yn ttiys manere : 
fiertaynlyche, fyr ki^ght, 
I have the Uwyd wytb all my nty^it. 

More than thys feven yeie. 
But that thou towye me, 
Sertes y dye for Tove of the, 

Launfat, my ktoman dere. 
Than anfweredethe gentyllkny^, 
I nell be tray tour ^th^ ,iie nyght, 

Be god, that all may Jjuks, 
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Sche feyde, Fj on thci thoa coward. 
An hongeth worth thou bye and bard, 

That (hou ever vrere ybore, 
That thou lyveft hyt ys pyti. 
Thou lovyft no woman, ne no woman the, 

Thow wer worthy forlore. 69O 

l^e knygbt was fore archamed tho, 
To fpeke ne niyghte be forgo, 

And feyde the quene before : 
I have loved a fityryr woman, 
Than thou ever leydeA thy ney upon, 

Thys feven yer and fnore. 

Hyr lotblokfie mayde, wythoute wene, 
Myghte bet be a quene 

Than thou in all thy lyve. 
Therfore the quene was fwytfae wrt^ht, 70f> 

Sche taketh hyr maydenea, and forth by goth, 

Into her tour alfo biyve. 
And anon fche ley doun yu byr bedde, 
For wrethe fyk fche hyr bredde. 

And fwore. To mofta fche thryve, 
Sche wold of Launfal be fo awreke. 
That all tite lond fchuld of hym fpeke, 

Wytbinne the daycs fyfe. 
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Kyng ArtouT com fro huntynge, 
Blythe and glad yn all thyng. 

To hys chamber than wente he, 
AnooQe the qaene on hym gan ci^e, 
But y be awreke, y fchall dye, 

Myn herle wyll breke athre. ' 
I Spak to Launfal yn my game, 
And he befofte rae of fchame, 

My lemman for to be ; 
And of a teniman hys yelp he made. 
That the lodlokeA mayde that fche hadd« 

Myght be a quene ajwve me, 

Kyng Artour was well worth, 
And be god he fwor byt oth. 

That Launfol fchuld be fclawe; 
He wente aftyr doghly knyghtes, 
To brynge LauD&l anoon ryghtes, 

To be bongeth and to-drawe. 
The knyghtes fofte hym anoon, 
But Launbl was to hya cbanber gon, 

To baa badde folai and plawa ; 
He Tofte hys leef, but fche was lore, 
As fche badde wamede byin before^ 

Tbo was LauofiJ onbwe. 



by Google 



»S LAUMPJUL 

Me lok«de yn bys alwnr. 

That fond hym Tpendyag aU pleiter, 

Whan lliat be hadde mde. 
And ther nas noaa, lot folfa to fiiy. 
And Gyfre was yiyde away, 

Up[on] Blaunchard hy> Aed& 
All that he hadde before ywonoe, 
^ Hyt malt n fnow ayens the funne, 
- . la romaunce as we rede ; 
Hys annur, that ws* whyt as fiou^ 
Hyt becom of blak coknir, 

And tliui than fimnfij Iwde : 



Ala>, he feyde, my ere 

How fcball i from the eudiuea 

Swetyng Tryaraoor 1 
All my joye i have forloM^ 
And the that me ya -woril fore, 

Hiou blyrful berde ya boar. 
He bet hys body and hys Jtedde A, 
And curfede the meutii that he wyth tpA, 

Wyth caie and greet dolour; 
And, for forow, yn that itouode, 
Anoon he fell afwowe to ^ounde ; 

Wytb th&t come knyghtes iou^ 
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And bond hym, and ladde hyin ika, 
Tho was the knyghte yn doblevo, 

Before Aitour the fcyng^ 
Than feyde kyng Artour, 
Fyte ataynte traytour ! 

Why madeft thou fwydie yelpyng ? 
That thy lemmannes lodlokafl in^4e 
Was fkytei ihsn »i; wjf, tbon l^d«, 

That was a fowl leTynge { 
ftbd thou befofteft her b^rthan, 
That fcbe -{chrM be thj' <t<«am«n, 

That was mysprowd jykynge. 

Th9 knyght anfwerede, with egi« tnode^ 
Before 4be kyng ther he fto4e, 

The queue on hym gan lye: 
<< Sethe that y iBVot fma j<bom. 
I befofte her here heforn 

Never of no folye. 
But fche feyde y nas'-nb man, 
Ke that me lovede no woman, 

Me no womannes companyC'^ 
And i anTwerede her and fsyd^ 
That my lemmannes Iodlek«(l tottyAe 

To be a quene was beMrwordye. 
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Sertes, lordyngec, liyt yi fo, 
I am a redy for to Iho 

All tbat the court wyll hike. 
To lay the foth, wythout lei. 
All tt^edere bow hyt wu, 

IVelve kny^tes wer dryn to bolc«> 
All they feyde bam belwene. 
That knewe the manen of the quene. 

And the quelle toke ; 
The quene bar los of fwych a word, 7j)( 

Thai fche lovede lenunaanea vythoot h*r lofd, 

Har never on hyt forlbke. 

Therfor Ihey feyden alle, 

Hyt wa> long on the queue, and not oa T^pt^£>t, 

Tberof they gonne hym ikerc ; 
And yf be myghte hys leroman br3>nge, 
Tliat he made of ftvych yelpyogef 

Other the maydenes were 
Brygbtere than the quene of hewe, 
X^unfal fcbuld be bolde trewe, 

Of that yn all maneie ; tos 

And yf he myghte not brynge byi lef. 
He fchud be hongede as a thef, 

They feyden all yn fere. 
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Alle yn fere tbey made proferynge, 
lliat Lfiun&l fchuld hys lemman bryr^ : 

Hys heed he gan to laye. 
Than feyde the quene, wythout leTyDge, 
Yyf he bryngeth a feyrer ihynge. 

Put out my eeyn gray. 
Whan that wajowr was take on honde, 
Lftunfal therto two borwes foiide, 
■ Noble knyghtes twayn, 
Syr Percevall, and fyr Gawayn, 
Hey wer hys borwes, folh to fayn, 

Tyll a certayn day. 

The certayn day, ■ yow ptyght, 
Was twelve moneth and fourtenyght, 

That be fcbutd hys lemman brynge ; 
Syr Launlal, that noble knyght, 
Greet forow and care yn hym was lyghl, 

Hys hondys he gan wrynge. 
So. greet forowe hym was upan, 
Gladlyche hys lyf he wold a forgon, 

In care and in marnynge ; 
Oladlycbe be wold hys bed forgo, 
Everych man tfaerfbre was wo. 

That wyfie of that lydynge. 
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ne certayn day wu ^yghyng, 

Hys boro«*es Lym brogbt befor the kyt^ 

The kyng recordede Uto, 
.^id bad hym bryog bji lef yii fyght, 
Syr Lauq&I feyde ^t he ne myghl, 

llierrore bim was well wo. 
The kyog cotnmaundede the barouns ali«. 
To yere jugement on Lauural, 

And dampny hym to fclo. 
Than fayde the eri ef Comewayle, 
Hiat vta wyth hwn at that coiiitceyle. 

We wyllyd naght do fo : 

Greet fchame hyt wor us alle npoo 
For to dampny lliat gantylmiu, 

Hiat hath b« heudo and fre ; 
Tlerfbr, lordynges, doth be my reed. 
Oar kyng we wyllylfa anothflr wejr lade, 

Out oflond Laun^ fcfaall fle. 
And as they Hod thus fpekynge, 
The barouns Taw* come lydynga 

Ten maydenes br^ht of bte, 
Ham tboghie they wu- To bryght and Icbene 
Hiat the lodlokefi, wytbont wene, 

Har queue than myglite In. 
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Tho feyde Gawayn, that corteya knygbt, 
Launial, brodyr, drede the do wygbt, 

Her comelh thy lemnwn hende, 
fjMDial aafwerede, and &yde, Y wys, 
Nod of ham ipy lenunaa nys, 

Gawayn, my lefty frftode. 
To that caitell Ihey wente ryght. 
At the gate they gonne alyght, 

Befor kyng Artour gonne they wende, 
And bede hyra make a redy haAyly 
A fayr chamber for her lady. 

That was come, of fcyogea keiule. 

Ho ys your lady 1 Artour feyde. 
Te fchull y wyte, feyde the mayde, 

For fche cometh ryde. 
The kyng commaundede, for her faksj 
The &yiyA chaunber for to take, 

In hys palys that tyde. 
And anon to hys baronns he fente. 
For to yeve jugpmenle 

Upon that traytour full of ptyde j 
The barouns anfwerede, anoon ryg^ 
Have we feyn the madenea hrygbt, 
. Whe fchull not longe abyde. ■ 
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A Dewe tale tfae^ gonne tho, 
Some of wele, and fome of wo, 

Har lord the kyng to quetne, 
Some dampnede Launfal there, 
And fome made hym quyt and flterc,: 

Har tales wer well breme. 
Tho faw they other ten maydenei brygbt, 
Fayryr than the other ten of fyght) 

A» tbey gone hym deme, 
Tliey tyd upon joly moyles of Spayne, ; 
Wyth fadell and brydoU of Cfaampayne, , 

Har Jorayns lyght goooe leme. 

Tbey wer yclodeth yn Tajuyt tyre, . 
Ech man badde greet defyre 

To fe har clodynge, 
Tho feyde Gaweyn, that curtayfe knyght, 
Launfa], her cometh thy fwete wyghtj 

That may thy bole biynge, 
Launfal anfwerede, with drery d<^ht, 
And feyde, Alas, y knowe her noght, 

Ne non of all the offpryBge. 
Forth they wenle to that palys, 
And lyghle at the hye deys, 

Before Artour the kyngs. 
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And grette tlie kyng and quene ek, - 

And oo mayde thys wordes fpak, 

To the kyng Artour, 
Thyn halle agrayde and hele the walleS) 
Wyth clodea ai)d wyth ryche palleB, 

Ayens my lady Tryamour, 
The kyng anfwerede bedene. 
Well come, ye maydenes fchene, 

Be our lord the favyour. " 

Me commaundede Launcelot dii Lake to bryngehent 
yn fere, 910 

In the chamber ther bar fetawes were, 

Wyth merthe and moche honour. 

Anoon the quene fuppore gyle 
That Laun&l fchulld yn a whyle 

Bfe ymade quyl and Ikere^ 
Thorugh hys lemman that was commynge, 
Anon fche feyde to Artour the kyng, 

Syre, curtajB yf [thou] were', 
Or yf ihou lovedeft thyn honour, 
I fchuld be awreke of that traytour, 920 

That dolh me changy chere, 
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To lAun&l thon fchuldeft not fpan. 
Thy barouni dryveth the to bysmare. 
He ys hem lef and dere. 

And as the queoe fpak to the kyiig, 
IHie borouns feygh come tydynge 

A damefele alone, 
Upoon a whyt comely palfirey, 
They Taw never non fo gay, 

Upon the groimde gone. gso 

Gentyll, jolyf, as bryd on bowe. 
In all manere &yr inowe, 

To wonye ya worldly wone, 
The lady was biyght as blirfme on hrere, 
Wyih eyen gray, wyth lovelych chere, 

Her ieyre lyght fchoone. 

As rofe.on rys her rode was red, 
The her fchon upon her hed, 

As gold wyre that fchyiiyth bryght ; 
Sche hadde a croune upon her molde, 940 

Of ryche Aones and of golde, 

Hiftt It^om leraede lyght. 
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Tlie lady was clad yn pnipere pKlIe, 
Wyth gentyll body and myddyll fmail. 

That femely was of fyght, 
Her mantyll was furryth with whyt mavfn, 
Ireverfyd jolyf tmd fyn, 

No rychere be ne myght. 

Her fadell was famyly fett. 

The fambus wer grene felvet, 9^0 

Ipaynted with yroagcrye. 
The bordure was uf belles. 
Of ryche gold and nothyi^ elles, 

That any man myghte afpye. 
In the arfouns, before and behynde, 
Were twey floaes of Ynde, 

Gay for the maystrye ; 
The paytrelle of her palfraye, 
Was worth an erldome, Aoute and ^yi 

T^e he& yn Lumbardye. 9^0 

A gerfawcoa fche bar on her bond, 
A fofte pas her pallray fond, 
Hiat men her fchatd beholde ; 
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Thoni^ Karlyon rood tbM Isdyi 
Twey vhyte greboundys coiine byr by, 

H»r colen were of golde.. 
And whan LiiMifal lawo tbat Udyi 
To aUe the folk be gon ciye ut by. 

Both to yonge and olde, 
Her, he (eyde, comytb my lemman fwete, 
Sche mygble me of my balys b«tei 

Yef that lady wolde. 

Forth fche wente yato the ballet 

Tber was the quenc and the UdyM alle. 

And alfo kyiig Artour, 
Her maydenes come ayens har ryf^tt 
To take faer ftyrop wban fche lyght, 

Of the lady dame Tryamoor. 
Sche dede of faer raantyll on the flet, 
That men fchutd ber bebolde the bet, 

Wythoute a more fojoor, 
Kyng Artour gan her fayre grete, 
And fche hym agayn, with wordes fwete. 

That were of greet valour. 
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Up ftod the qnene and ladyes fioute. 
Her forto beholde all aboute. 

How evene fche flod upryglit; 
Than wer they wyth her^^o donne. 
As ys the mone a.yen the fonne, 

A day whan hyt ys lyght. J 

Than feyde fche to Artour the kyng, 
Syr, hydyr i com for fwych a thyng, 

To ikere Lauo&l the koyght, 
That he never, yn no folye, 
Befofte the queoe of no dnirye, 

By dayes ne be nyght. 

Therfor, fyr kyng, good kepe thoa myne, 
He bad naght her, but fche bad hytn, 

Here lemman for to be ; 
And he anfwerede her and feyds, II 

That hys lemmaniies lothlokeft tnayde 

Was feyryr than was fche. 
Kyng Artour feyde, wytfaonte nothe, 
Ech may y(b that ys fothe, 

Brygbtere that ye be. 
IVytfa that dame Tryamour to the qnene geth, 
And blew on her fwych a bretb, 

"niat never eft mygbt tci» (e. > 
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The lady lep ma hyr palfn]', 

And bad hem alle have good day, IQIO 

Sche nolde no lengere ftbyde ; 
Wyth that com Gyfra all fa preft, 
Wyth Launhlyi Aede out of tha fordl. 

And flod LaunfiU befyd«. 
Hie knyght to hoife began to fprynge, 
Anoon wythout any letlyngei 

Wyth fayi Icmman away to ryde j 
The lady tok her maydenys ochon. 
And wcnie the way that fche hadde er goo, 

Wyth folos and wyth pryde. 1020 

The lady rod dorth Cardevyle, 
Fer yuto a jolyf ile, 

Olyroun that hyghte ; 
Eveiy yer upon a certayn day, 
Me may here I^unEalei flede nay. 

And hym fe with fyght. 
Ho that wyll there axfy julfan, 
To kepe bya onnes fro the niftus. 

In turnement other fyght ; 
Dar he never forther goo, 1090 

Thar be may fynde jnfiee anoon, 

Wyth fyr LauD&l the knygbt. 
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Thm lAonfill, wythooten fable , 
That noble knyght of the rounde table, 

Was take yn to the fayrye ; 
Sethtbe law kym yn tfays lond no man, 
Ne no more of hym telle y ue can, 

For fothe, wythout lye. 
Homas Chestre made thys tale, 
Of the noble knyght fyr Lauu&le, 

Good of chyralrye. 
Jhefus, that ys hefene kyng, 
Yeve us alle hys btefsyng, 

And hys modyr Maiye ! 
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